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FROM THE OFFICE OF HOUSE MINORITY LEADER GERALD R. FORD, R-MICH. 


FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT 


MARCH 25, 1966 


WASHINGTON--House Minority Leader carer de ‘R. Ford, R-Mich., poday 
gheing a of 


proposed that Congress Anyeerteate | hie rash of reported 


unidentified flying objects; Hn sefneca Michigan and other parts of the 


AXVUAIT GYOs ATVuaD WOU AdOQOO.LOHd 


country. 
Ford 3 ja pongressjonal inquiry would be worthwhile 
es H Ae 
because t j Americ¢an , dopl\ ‘are peconing alarmed by the UFO stories, 


} P i 
He i aes that Air Fo ce investigators have been checking on such 


reports for years but ae come up with nothing conclusive. 
: 4 i ren od te Wain oe : 
ove gal ; Ae tg . 


its, 


cd 


f 4 
"In the Light , o£ thete new stafeings and. sngtaed 


“ery wholegome thing for a committee’ of the Congress to 


i ? 


conduct a number of hearings /and to cal 


executive branch (of the government) dn witnesses’ ho 
can 4 


"tt would be 


messes from the 
ie they have 


sighted these objects." \ : 
be ae \ 

"I ¢hink the American people would feel better if there was a 
full-blown investigation of these incidents, which some persons allege 


have taken place.” 


### 


CONGRESSMAN 


GERALD R. FORD 


HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 


FOR RELEASE TUESDAY, P.M, 


MARCH 28, 1966 


& 
NOTE TO ALL NEWS ee 


Re 


R-Michigan, today ig the ate 


Republican members inva cme Committees on Armed ee and: eae 
f 4 4 


\coumittee or ‘phe « dee investigate the 
if 


ng 


and Astronautics, urging t at one 


subject of Unidentifife 


i 


the Air Fotce explanation ‘ the recent 


4 


5 yo 
cae eee 
Ford is not satisfied wit 


sightings in Michigan and describes the "swamp gas" version” given by 


astrophysicist J, Allen Hynek as "flippant." 


Ford has received a number of telegrams and letters from individuals 


anxious to see a congressional investigation of UFO's. 


# # # 
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CONGRESSMAN 


GERALD R. FORD 


HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 


FOR RELEASE TUESDAY, P.M. 


MARCH 28, 1966 


NOTE TO ALL NEWS MEDIA: House Minority Leader Gerald R, Ford, 
R-Michigan, today sent the attached letter to the chairmen and the ranking 
Republican members of the House Committees on Armed Services and Science 


and Astronautics, urging that one committee or the other investigate the 


subject of Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO's), 


Ford is not satigfied with the Air Force explanation of the recent 
sightings in Michigan and describes the "swamp gas" version given by 


astrophysicist J, Allen Hynek as "flippant." 


Ford has received a number of telegrams and letters from individuals 


anxious to see a congressional investigation of UFO's, 


# # # 
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March 28, 1966 


Rep. Gearge P, Miller, Chairman Rep. L, Mendel Rivers, Chairman 
Science and Astronautics Committee Armed Services Committee 

U, S, House of Representatives U. &. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Chairmen Miller and Rivers: 


No doubt you have noted the recent flurry of newspaper stories about 
unidentified flying objects (UFO's), I have taken special interest in 
these accounts because many of the latest reported sightings have been 
in my home state of Michigan, 


The Air Force sent a consultant, astrophysicist Dr. J, Allen Hynek of 
Northwestern University, to Michigan to investigate the various reports; 
and he dismissed ail of them as the product of college student pranks or 
swamp gas or an impression created by the rising crescent moon and the 
planet Venus, I do not agree that all of these reports can be or should 


be so easily explained away. 


Because I think there may be substance to some of these reports and 
because I believe the Ameyican people are entitled to a more thorough 
explanation than has been/given them by the Air Force to date, I am RY 
proposing that either the! Science and Astronautics Committee or the eo 
Armed Services’ Committee pf the House schedule hearings on the subject 

of UFO's and /invite testimony from beth the executive branch of the 
government ahd some of the Berens. who claim to have Been EON : 


I enclose sacral hich t think will be helpful Ee you e aavciulte the 
advisability) of an investigation of UFO's, 


May I first dal to your attention a column by Roskoe Drummond, published 
last Sunday in which Mr, Drummond says, "Maybe alliot these reported 
sightings are whimsical, imaginary or unreal; but we need a’ ‘more credible 
and detached appraisal of the evidence than we a. 


Mr. Drummond goes on to state, "We need to get all the data drawn together 
to ome place and examined far more objectively than anyone has done so far, 
A stable public opinion will come from a trustworthy look at the evidence, 


not from belittling ic." 


"The time has come for the President or Congress to name an objective and 
respected panel to investigate, appraise, and report on all present and 
future evidence about what is going on," 


I agree fully with Mr. Drummond's statements, I also suggest you scan 
the enclosed series of six articles by Bulkley Griffin of the Griffin- 
Larrabee News Bureau here. In the last of his articles, published last 
January, Mr, Griffin says, "A main conclusion can be briefly stated, It 
is that the Air Force is misleading the public by its continuing campaign 
to produce and maintain belief that all sightings can be explained away 
as misidentification of familiar objects, such as balloons, stars, and 


aircraft." 


I have just today received a number of telegrams urging a congressional 
investigation of UFO's, One is from retired Air Force Col, Harold R, Brown, 
Ardmore, Tennessee, who says, "I have seen UFO, Will be available to 


testify," 


Another, from Mrs. Ethyle M, Davis, Eugene, Oregon, reads, “Nine out of 
ten people want truth of UFO's Presa your investigation to the fullest." 


AUVAAIT TYOd ATVYID WOT AdODO.LOHE 


Rep. George P, Miller, Chairman 
Rep. L., Mendel Rivers, Chairman 


Page Two 
March 28, 1966 


Ronald Colier of Los Angeles, who identifies himself as "a scientist from 
M.1,T.,"' urges that you "do everything in your power to make Air Force 
Project Blue Book (the AF name for its study and verdicts on UFO reports) 


known to the people," 


Are we to assume that everyone who says he has seen UFO's is an unreliable 
witness? 


A UPL story out of Ann Arbor, Michigan, dated March 21, 1966, states that 
"at least 40 persons, including 12 policemen, said today that they saw 
a strange flying object guarded by four sister ships land in a swamp near 


here Sunday night," 

Matt Surrell of Station WJR, Detroit, cites an eye witness account of a 
recent UFO sighting by Emile Grenier of Ann Arbor, an aeronautical engineer 
employed by Ford Motor Company. He points out that an aeronautical 
engineer can hardly be considered an untrustworthy witness. 


In the firm belief that the American public deserves a better explanation 
than that thus far given by the Air Férce, I strongly recommend that there 
be a committee investigation of the UFO phenomena, 


I think we owe it to the people to establish credibility regarding UFO's 
and to produce the greatest possible enlightenment on this subject. 


Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


/s/ 
Gerald R, Ford, M.C. 


GRF:plr 


Enclosures 


ttt 
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March 28, 1966 


Rep. George P. Miller, Chairman _. Rep. L. Mendel Rivers, Chairman 
Science and Astronautics Committee. Armed Services Committee 

U, S. House of Representatives U. S, House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C, Washington, D. GC. 


Dear Chairmen Miller and Rivers: 


Page 


No doubt you have noted the recent flurry of newspaper stories about 
unidentified flying objects (UFO's). I have taken special interest in 
these accounts because many of the latest reported sightings have been 
in my home state of Michigan. ; 


The Air Force sent a consultant, astrophysicist Dr, J, Allen Hynek of 
Northwestern University, to Michigan to investigate the various reports; 
and he dismissed all of them as the product of college student pranks or 
swamp gas or an impression created by the rising crescent moon and the 
planet Venus. I do not agree that all of these reports can be or should 


be so easily explained away, : 


Because I think there may be substance to some of these reports and 
because I believe the American people are entitled to a more thorough 
explanation than has been given them by the Air Force to date, 1 am 
proposing that either the Science and Astronautics Committee or the 
Armed Services Committee of the House schedule hearings on the subject 
of UFO's and invite testimony from both the executive branch of the 
government and some of the persons who claim to have seen UFO's. 


I enclose material which I think will be helpful to you in assessing the 
advisability of an investigation of UFO's. 


May I first call to your attention a column by Roscoe Drummond, published 
last Sunday in which Mr. Drummond says, ‘Maybe all of these reported 
sightings are whimsical, imaginary or unreal; but we need a more credible 
and detached appraisal of the evidence than we are getting." 


Mr. Drummond goes on to state, “We need to get all the data drawn together 
to one place and examined far more objectively than anyone has done so far. 
A stable public opinion will come from a trustworthy look at the evidence, 


not from belittling it." 


"The time has come for the President or Congress to name an objective and 
respected panel to investigate, appraise, and report on all present and 
future evidence about what is going on.” 


I agree fully with Mr. Drummond's statements, I also suggest you scan 
the enclosed series of six articles by Bulkley Griffin of the Griffin- 
Larrabee News Bureau here, In the last of his articles, published last 
January, Mr, Griffin says, "A main conclusion can be briefly stated. It 
is that the Air Force is misleading the public by its continuing campaign 
to produce and maintain belief that all sightings can be explained away 
as misidentification of familiar objects, such as balloons, stars, ard 


aircraft." 
I have just today received a number of telegrams urging a congressional 


investigation of UFO's, One is from retired Air Force Col. Harold R. Brown, 
Ardmore, Tennessee, who says, "I have seen UFO. Will be available to 


testify," 


Another, from Mrs, Ethyle M. Davis, Eugene, Oregon, reads, "Nine out of 
ten people want truth of UFO's Press your investigation to the fullest." 
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Rep. George P, Miller, Chairman 
Rep. L, Mendel Rivers, Chairman 
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March 28, 1966 


Ronald Colier of Los Angeles, who identifies himself as "a scientist from 
M.1I.T.," urges that you "do everything in your power to make Air Force 
Project Blue Book (the AF name for its study and verdicts on UFO reports) 


known to the people," 
Are we to assume that everyone who says he has seen UFQ's is an unreliable 
witness? 


A UPI story out of Ann Arbor, Michigan, dated March 21, 1966, states that 
"at least 40 persons, including 12 policemen, said today that they saw 
a strange flying object guarded by cour sister ships land in a swamp near 


here Sunday night.” 


Matt Surrell of Station WJR, Detroit, cites an eye witness account of a 
recent UFO sighting by Emile Grenier of ‘Ann Arbor, an aeronautical engineer 
employed by Ford Motor Company. He points out that an aeronautical 
engineer can hardly be considered an untrustworthy witness, 


In the firm belief that ‘the Americ'an public deserves a better explanation 


than that thus far given by the Air Foérce, I strongly recommend that there 
be a committee investigation of the UFO phenomena, 


I think we owe it to the people to establish credibility eeenbing UFO's 
and to produce the greatest possible enlightenment on this subject. 


Kindest personal regards, 


Sincerely, 


/s/ . 
Gerald R, Ford, M.C 


GRF i pir 
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FOR SUNDAY A.M. RELEASE APRIL 3, 1966 


STATEMENT BY HOUSE MINORITY LEADER GERALD R, FORD, R-MICHIGAN 


As I had expected, some persons have ridiculed my call for acongressfonal 


investigation of unidentified flying objects (UFO's). These people are a 


fraction of those who have given me their reaction to my proposal The , 
vgteve 


overwhelming majority of those expressing a view in letters to “ 
he - 4 tt 
4 be 


investigation would be useful and is needed, 


a congressional 


Those who fcoff ‘at, the idea éf a congress tional investigation of UFO's 
4 4 
apparently are naware that the House armed SSPune ee. Gonnift tee has scheduled 
4 ey 7 a 
a closed-door h acing! on the matter Tuesday with the Air Force and that 
Rep. Joseph E, rth, i Minn., nels a. three- ne subcommittee which held 
ra om 


two days of hush- push begets oe yar ago on behalf of the House Science 


Kar hag confiried in conversation with a 


ee ee oa. 


ee 
The present Science and Polke Onaubte exc omAthee chairman, Rep, George P 
A at 


Miller, D-Calif., has shied away from a UFO probe at this time, saying his 
wi 


committee does not have jurisdiction over the Air Force. Byt“the late 
a Po 
Rep. Overton Brooks, D-La., obviously had different ideds because he tapped 
% 


ie # 
She Sgt 


Karth to summon Air Force witnesses ant 1 as thém after a flurry of UFO 


sightings in 1961. \\ BN fp 4 
im j 


e that his pubcomiittee ma< 


soe 


Karth has informed 
full committee but never 1 


Charles F. Ducander, the co 


conversation between Karth subcommittee members and Air Force witnesses, 


The hearings, he said, took place in Karth's congressional office. 


IT have never said that I believe any of the reported UFO sightings 


indicate visits to earth from another planet, Apart from pranks and natural 


phenomena, some of these objects may well be products of experimentation by 


why doesn't the Air Force concede it and 


our own military, If this is so, 


in this way reassure the American people? There would be no need to go into 
detail on the nature of the experiments, 


it # 


FOR SUNDAY A.M, RELEASE APRIL 3, 1966 


STATEMENT BY HOUSE MINORITY LEADER GERALD R. FORD, R-MICHIGAN 


As I had expected, some persons have ridiculed fy call for a congressional 


investigation of unidentified flying objects (UFO's). These people are a 


fraction of those who have given me their reaction to my proposal, The 
overwhelming majority of those expressing a view in lettera to me believe 
a congressional investigation would be useful and is needed. 

Those who scoff at the idea of a congressional investigation of UFO's 
apparently are unaware that the House Armed Services Committee has scheduled 
a closed-door hearing on the matter Tuesday with the Air Force and that 


Rep. Joseph E, Karth, D-Minn., headed a three-man subcommittee which held 


two days of hush-hush hearings five years ago on behatf of the House Science 


and Astronautics Committee. Karth has confirmed in conversation with a 


ANVUAIT COT OTVYAD Wow AdODOLOHa 


member of my staff that he conducted these secret hearings, 
The present Science and Astronautics Committee chairman, Rep. George P. 


Miller, D-Calif., has shied away from a UFO probe at this time, saying his 


committee does not have jurisdiction over the Air Force. But the late 


Rep. Overton Brooks, D-La., obviously had different ideas because he tapped 


Karth to summon Air Force witnesses and question them after a flurry of UFO 


sightings in 1961. 
Karth has informed me that his subcommittee made an oral report to the 


full committee but never released anything to the public. According to 


Charies F. Ducander, the committee's staff director, no record was made of 


conversation between Karth subcommittee members and Air Force witnesses, 


The hearings, he said, took place in Karth's congressional office, 


I have never said that I believe any of the reposted UFO sightings: 


indicate visits to earth from another planet, Apart from pranks and natural 


phenomena, some of these objects may well be products of experimentation by 


our own military. If this is so, why doesn't the Air Force concede it and 
in this way reassure the American people? There would be no need to go into 
detail on the nature of the experiments, 


fee 


CONGRESSMAN 


GERALD R. FORD 


HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 


MRL E Nes bs EE EO 


FOR RELEASE ON THURSDAY, P.M., 
APRIL 21, 1966 


STATEMENT BY HOUSE MINORITY LEADER GERALD R. FORD, R-MICHIGAN. 
The Air Force has informed me it is arranging for a study by high-caliber 


scientists of some of the UFO sightings which have never been explained, 


AdODOLOHa 


This study will be placed under contract soon after July 1, start of the news 


fiscal year. It will be carried out by a university which has no close ties withs 


ee asi 

the Air Force so that the findings will be completely objective, Air Force officials 
tell me. i Z i. 
| 

Those people engaged in the etuey: will be high-cal iber sererceece who have © 


TQYOI qT 


i 
never taken a position on UFO's, the Air Force said, It wut be, made clear to een 


\ 


that they are not bette hired to come up vith een in support of previous ait 


Force statements resaiding UFO's, le am informed, 
The Air Force said there is too Pe a involved to ask these scientists 


to make this study without pay. 


The report will definitely be made public, the Air Force assured me. The 


whole purpose of the study is to clear the air as far as the public is concerned, 
This, of course, was my purpose in recently requesting that public hearings 
on the subject of UFO's be conducted by either the House Armed Services Committee 


or the House Science and Astronautics Committee, 


It was as a result of my call for a congressional investigation that the Air 


Force now is arranging for a study of UFO's by topflight scientists not connected 


in any way with the Air Force, 
I would have preferred a congressional investigation with witnesses to include 


reliable persons from among those who say they have seen UFO's. I still think this 


would be beneficial, But the UFO study by a panel of scientists, with the report 


to be made public, is a step in the right direction. 
# # # 


OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC A 


‘WASHINGTON, D.C. ’- 20301 
PLEASE NOTE DATE 


NO. 847-66 . 
OXford 7~5131 (Info, ) 
Oxford 7-3189 (Copies), 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 7, 1966 


AIR FORCE SELECTS UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 
TO INVESTIGATS UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT REPORTS 


The University of Coloradc, Boulder, Colorado, has been selected by the 
Air Force to conduct independent investigations inte unidentified flying object 


4D Wows AdODO.LOH 


(UFO) reports. 

A research agreement, valued at approximately $300,000, is being nceubiaeen 
with the university by the Air Force Office of Scientific Rescueek to analyze 2 
phenomena associated with UFO sightings and to make recommendations on the Air 3 
Force's methods of investigating and evaluating UFO reports -- a program known a 
as Project Blue Book. “A report is expected tc be made to the Air Force in early 


1968. g 
Dr. Edward U. Condon will direct the scientific phases of the work, while 
Robert J. Low will serve as project coordinator. Principal investigators working 
with Dr, Condon will be Dr. Franklin E. Roach and Dr. Stuart W. Cook. 


Dr. Condon, former director of the National Bureau of Standards (NBS), is 
a professor of physics at Colcrado and a fellow of the Joint Laboratory for 
Astrophysics which is co-sponsored by the university and NBS. Mr. Low is an 
assistant dean of the university's graduate school, Dr. Cook 1s chairman of 
the university's psychology department, and Dr. Roach is an astrophysicist with 
the Environmental Science Services Administration (ESSA). 


Colorado is expected to select several cther universities to take part in 
the research, These and other consultants will bring the number of scientists 
involved to over 100, 


The National Academy of Sciences has indicated its willingness to assist 


by appointing a panel--at the time the Ccolorade report becomes available toa the 
This panel will not be part 


Air Force--to review the investigating team's work 
of the investigating team, but will provide a furtner independent check on the 
tentific validity of the method of investigation. 

In announcing the selection, Air Force Secretary Harold Brown said, "We 
are more than pleased to be able to place this grant with respected individuals 
in a university of such high standing in the scientific community. Additionally, 
the location cf the university should prove invaluable to the investigators 
since the National Center for Atmospheric Research and the research headquarters 
of the Environmental Seience Services Administration are lccated at Boulder. 
These organizations conduct research on the properties of man’s natural envircn 
specializing in the physical characteristics of the atmosphere and the 


ment , 
near-space medium." 
MORE 


aps 


Air Foree Project Blue Book files, as well as any other UFO information 
in the possession of the Air Force, will be made available to the team. 


Additionally, all Air Force installations within the U.S. will assist the team 
The investigators will, however, conduct thelr research 


if requested. 

independently of and without direction from the Air Force. 
The decision to enter into @ research agreement for this work waa based 

on & recommendation of the Air Force Seientific Advisory Board which completed 


a review of the resources, methods and findings of Project Blue Book earlier 
While complimenting the Air Foree on the organization of Project 


this year, 
Blue Book, the Board recommended that the program be expanded to include 
investigation of selected sightings by independent scientists. 

Within the Department of Defense, the Air Force has the responsibility 
of investigating UFO reports. The Air Force has been investigating such reports 
since 1948 under its role of air defense of the United States, and the 
university’s research does not alter Project Blue Book responsibilities of 
receiving, investigating and evaluating UFO reports, 

END 


(DOD Release No. 383-66, May 9, 1966, refers.) 
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Document Title: Date: 3/25 / Vibe b 
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fareh 25, 1966 


Rep, L. Mendel Sivers, Chairman 
Armed Servicea Committee 

¥. S. douse of Representatives 
Washington, &. €, 


Rear Chairman Rivers: 


Ho doubt you have neted the recent flurry of newspaper stories about 
unidentifled flying objects (JFO's). I have taken apecial interest 
in thege accounts because many of the latest reported sightings have 


been in my home state of Michigan. 


Tae alr Force sent a consultant, astrophysicist Or. J. Alien fynek 
of Northwestern University, to Michizan te investigate the various 
reports; and he diamissad ail of them ag the product of college 
atudent pranks or swamp gas or an impression created by the rising 
crescent moon and the planet Venus. i do not agree that all of 
these reports can be or should be so easily explained away. 


Because 1 think there may be substamce to some of these reports and 
because 1 bellave the American people are entitled to a more thorough 
explanation than has been given thea by the Air Force to date, 1 am 
proposing that either the Jcience and Astronautics Comalttee or the 
armed services Committee of the “ouse schedule bearinga aa the gub- 
ject of UFO's and invite testimony from toth the executive branch af 
the goverament and some cf tha persona who claim to have seen UPO's, 


i enciose material which I thiak will be helpful to you in aszessing 
the advisability of an investigation of UFO's, 

Mey I first call ta your attention a columm by Roscoe Urummond, 
published iast Sunday in which dr. Drummond says, “Maybe all of these 
esported sightings are whimsical, imaginary or umreal; but we need 
amore aredible and detached appraisal of the evidence than we are 


getting." 


AleIQr] pl04 yy P[e4oL) Woy Adosojoyg 


Sep. G. Mendel Sivera, Caairaan 
Faye Two 
Mageh 25, 1956 


‘it. Oyummond goes of £9 state, “We aeed to get ail the data drawn 
together in one place and cxamiaed far more chjectively than anyone 
has done sofar, a4 stable public opiaion will come from a trust- 
worthy Look at Che evidence, act from belittling ic. 


‘he time has come for the President or Congress to name an objective 
and respected panel ta lavastijate, appraise, and repext on ail 
present snd future evidence about what is going ca.” 


L agree fully with Me, Urummond's statanents, If aisa suggest you 
acan the enclosed serias of six articles by Bulkley Grigfin of the 
Geigfin-Larrabas News Burvesu here. in the last of his articlsa, 
published last January, Se. Griffin says, “A waia conclusion can be 
oriefly atated, tt ita that the Air Force is misleading the pubiie by 
its continuing camei:g to produce and maintain belief chat all 
aightinga can be explained away as miaidentification of familiar 
dbjects, such as balloons, stars and airevait.” 


I have just today received a number of telegrams urging a congressional 
inveetigation of UFO's, Gne is from retired Ais Force Col, Harold 4. 
Brown, Arduore, Tenaessea, wau says, “i have sean UFO. Will Ge 
available to testify.” 


4nother, from Mee. Kthyle 4H. Uevisa, Bugeme, Oragon, rcoada, “Nine out 
of ten people want truth of UFO's. ress your investigation to the 


fullese.“ 


Romald Caliars of Loe Angeles, who identifies Siagelf as ‘a scientist 
fron 4.1.T.," urges thaR you “do everything in your power to maze 
Air Poree Srojest Blue Book (the AF neme for its study and veruicts 
on GFO seports) known toa the people.” dre we to assume that everyone 
who says he has geua UFU'a ta an unceliabia witress? 


A PI atory out of 4am Arbor, Michigaa, dated March 21, 1960, states 
chat ‘at least 43 persons, including 12 policasen, said today that 
they saw a strange fiying object guarded by four sister ships land 

in a asweup near hera Sunday oigac.” 

watt Surcell of Station Wa, Setroit, aites an eye witness accoust of 
a Yecent OPO sighting by Smile Grender of san Arbor, an aeronauticai 
emuisees oaployad by Fomi#tetsr Soupany. He poiuca cut that a 


aarsnautical engineer cat hardly bo considered an wuntrustwortay witness. 


Be 


AIBIQIT pl0.q “Y PlIo£) wor Adosojoyg 


Rep, 4. Headel divers, Cngiraan 
Page Three 
Yareh 2d, Leee 


in the £irm belief that the American publics dwserves a better 
explanation thaa that thug fag given oy the Alr Jorsa, i strongly 
recagmend that there be a committee investigation of the uUrY 
phenoareia. 

Ek think we owe ic fo the pecple te estabilsh credibility regarding 
UFO's and to produce the greatest possible enlightenment on thia 
subject. 


Kindest persmmaal regards. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald 2. Ford, 4.¢. 
GaF iplr 


Enclosures. 


bee: Rep, William H. Bates, R-ilass. 
Arnaed Services Committee 


Rep. Joseph W. Hartia, Jr., &-Hass. 
Seience and Astrosautics Committee 


Rep, James &. Fulton, &-Pennaylvania 
Science and Astronautica Comittee 
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UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 


Howse or RerresEenta tives, 
Commirtrs on ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D.C., Tuesday. April 5, 1966, 

The committee met, pursuant to call, at 10:35 a.m., the Honorable L. 
Mendel Rivers (chairman of the committee), presiding. 

The Cuarracan. Let the committee come to order. 

Members of the committee, Secretary Brown and General MeCon- 
nell are back this morning for the purpose of responding to questions. 

At the end of our last hearing I asked that Secretary Brown give us 
some information with respect. to unidentified flying objects. I under- 
stand that he is prepared to do that this morning and I also nnderstand 
that he has with him Dr. J. Allen Hynek, consultaut to Project Blue 
Book, which is the group charged with responsibility with reepeet to 
UFO’s. Also present this morniug is Maj. Hector Quintanilla, Jr. 
UFO project officer. 

I think it would be well to get the UFO business ont of the way first. 
So I-vill ask Dr. Brown to give us his report at this time. 

Mr. Secretary, see if you can shed some light on these highly lumi- 
nated objects. 

We can’t just write them off. There are too many responsible people 
who are concerned. 

Mr. Ford has come out, he has a pretty good size stature in the Cou- 
gress, and so tell me what you know, Mr. Seeretary, and let's see if we 
ean have some answers. 

Go ahead, Mr. Secretary. 

Secretary Brown. Mr. Chairman, I have a letter here which is ad- 
dressed to you, and I signed it. Let me run through it quickly, because 
it summarizes pretty well what our views are on mnidentified flying 
objects. 

Following that, if there are some questions, I can try to answer them, 
or the Chief, or Dr. Hynek, or Major Quintanilla. 

The Cuamman. Why don't we have the doctor come up te the table 
now, because when we start asking questions we will have him there, 
and we will just go all over the board. 

Sit at the end of the table, Doctor. 

Go ahead, sir. 


STATEMENT OF HON. HAROLD BROWN, SECRETARY OF AIR FORCE 


Secretary Brown. This is in response of vour recent request for 
information concerning Air Force activities in the area of reported 
unidentified flying objects. 

Within the Department of Defense the Air Force has the respon- 
sibility of investigating reports on wnidentified flying objects and of 
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Svante any possible threat to our national security that sual BRARY 


jects might pose. In carrying out this responsibility let me assure 
you that the Air Force is both ohjective and thorough in its treat- 
ment of all reports of unusual aerial objects over the United States. 

Under the name “Project. Blue Book,” the Air Force carries out a 
three-phase program. We (1) make an initial investigation of each 
report received; (2) make a more detailed analysis of reports not 
explained; and (3) disseminate information on sightings, findings, 
and statistics. 

In order to evaluate this subject as thoroughly as possible, the 
capabilities of the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board have recently 
been focused upon the subject of UFO's. This Board has just com- 
pleted a detailed review of this subject and concluded that the UFO 
phenomena presents no threat to the security of the United States, 
and that the present Air Force program dealing with UFO sightings 
has been well organized. Recommendations by the Board are pre- 
sently under study and ure expected to lead to even stronger emphasis 
on the scientific aspects of investigating the sightings that warrant 
extensive analysis. 

Based wpon 10,147 reported sightings from 1947 through 1965, a 
summary of which is attached, I believe it significant that the Air Force 
has succeeded in identifying 9,501 of these objects. Virtually all of 
these sightings were derived from subjective human observations and 
interpretations. The most common of these were astrononucal sight- 
ings that. included such things as bright stars and planets, comets and 
meteors, and fireballs and auroral streamers. 

Other major sources of reported sightings include such objects as 
satellites, mirages, and spurious radar indications. The remaining 
646 reported sightings are those in which the information available 
does not. provide an adequate basis for analysis, or for which the in- 
formation suggests an hypothesis but the object or phenourenon ex- 
plaining it cannot be proven to have been here or taken place at. that 
time. 

In evaluating these sightings, the Air Force has used carefully 
selected and highly qualified scientists, engineers, technicians, and 
consultants. These personnel have utilized the finest Air Force labo- 
ratories, test centers, scientific mstrumentation, and technical equip- 
ment for this purpose. 

Although the past 18 years of investigating unidentified flying ob- 
jects have not identified any threat to cur national security, or evidence 
that the unidentified objects represent derelopments or principles 
beyond present-day scientific knowledge, or any evidence of extra- 
terrestrial vehicles, the Air Force will coutinue to investigate such 
phenomena with an open mind and with the finest. technical equip- 
ment available. 

Tam attaching a special report. of the USAF Scientific Advisory 
Board Ad Hoc Committee To Review Project “Blue Book,” the latest 
edition of Project Blue Book, dated February 1, 1966, aud an Air 
Force statement regarding the UFO sightings at Dexter, Mich., on 
March 20, 1966, and at Hillsdale, Mich., on March 21, 1966. 

T trust that the above information will be of assistance to you. Ii I 
can help you further in any way, please do not hesitate to let me know. 
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(The information referred to is as follows:) 


Sightings of unidentified flying objects 


Year Total | Unidentified 1! Year ; Total; Unidentified 
sightings Al sightings | 
| 


Am Force STATEMENT REGARDING THE UFO Siewiines ar lexrer. Micu., on 
Marcu 20, 1966, AND HILLSpDALE, Micu.. ox Maree 21. 1066 


The investigation of these Owo sightings was conducted by Dr. J. Allen Hyneik. 
scientifie consultant to Project Blue Book: perseunel from Selfridge Air Force 
Base, Mich.; and personnel from the Project Blue Book office at Weight-Patter- 
son Air Force Base, Ohio. 

In addition to these two specific cases, there has been a flood of reports from 
this area both before and after March 20 and 21. The investigating perscunel 
have not bad the time tu iivestigate all of these. It has been determined, how- 
ever, that in Hillsdale, over and abuve the sincere and honest reporting by the 
young ladies at Hillsdale College. certain youug men lave played pranks with 
Raves. It has also been defermined that the photographs released yesterday 
through the press was takeu on March 17 just before sunrise near Miliun. Mich., 
and have nething to do with the cases in quesfiou. The pletograpl, clearly 
shows trails made as a result of a time exposure of the rising crescent moon and 
the planet Veuus. 

The majority of observers in buth the Dexter aud Hillsdale cases have repurted 
only silent glowing lights uear the grownd—-red. yellow, and blue-green. ‘Lhey 
have not deseribed an object. The only two observers who did deserihe an 
object have stated that they were no cleser than SbO yurds—better thin a 
quarter of a mile away—a distauce which does net allow details to be determined. 

Witnesses have described glowing lights—lights that seem to move but 
never far from a definite place or lights which suddenly disappeared and popped 
up at another place. The Locale in both cases was u swalnp. In both causes, the 
location of the glow was pinpointed—in Dexter it was seen between two distant 
groups of people and at Hillsdale it was seen in a swampy depression between 
the girls and the distant trees, It was in both cases a very tocalized pliehoneua, 
The swampy location is most siguificant. 

A swamp ix a place of rotting vegetation and decomposition, Swamps are not 
& province of astronomers. Yet. the famous Dutch astrouomer, Minnaert, in his 
book, “Light and Colour in the Open Air.” describes lights that have been seen 
in swamps by the astronenier, Bessel, and other excellent observers. The lights 
resemble tiny flames sometimes seen right on the ground and sometimes rising 
and floating above it. The flames go out in one place and suddenly appear in 
another, giving the illusion of motion. The colors are sometimes yellow. seme- 
times red, aud sometimes blue-green. No heat is felt. and the lights do net burn 
or char the ground. They can appear for huurs ata streteh and semetimes for 
a whole night. Generally. there is uo smell and no sounl except for the popping 
sound of little explosious such as when a gas buimer ignites. 

The retting vegetation produces marsh gas which ean be tranped during the 
winter hy ice. When the spring thaw oecnrs, the gas may be released in some 
quantity. The flame, Minnaert says, is a form of chemical luminescence, and its 
low temperature is oue of its peculiar features. Exactly how ft oceurs ix ot 
known and could well be the subject of further investigation. 

The glowing lights over the swamps near Dexter and Lillsittale were observed 
for 2 er 3 hours, and they were red, green. and yellow. They appeared to mave 
sideways and to rise a short distanee. No sound was heard except a popping 
sound. 
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lt seen entirely likely that 2o ROORKRRONGE eal the trapped 
gilses, C Ts, UES, and PH, resulting frou decompos oe apa BO uaBRA 
were relensed, The chemixtry hook by Sienke and Plane has this to sys * RY 
air, Phosphine PY. usually bursts into flame apparently because it ix ignited be 
a spentancous oxidation of the impure P2H, The will-of-the-wisp, sometimes 
observed in marshes, may be due fo spontanecus ignition of impure PH which 
might be formed by reaction of Naturally occurring phosporus eompound.” 

Tt has been potted out fo the investivating personnel by other scientists in 
this aren that In swamps the formation of ELS and CH, from rotting vegetation 
ix eile, These contd be tanited by the spentaneons burning of PH. “at 
a The isso thon of the sightings with swauips ip this particular instance is 
more Chin coincidence, » group of witnesses observed any craft coming to or 

away from the swasup. The glow was loedlized, wud Deputy Fitzpatrick 
ibe the glow from besend 4 rise adjacent to the swamp as Visible through 
the (rees, He stated that the light brightened And dimmed such as stage do— 
oe oe oe, and this desvriptien exactly fits the Tlillsda le sighting 
aso, The brightening and di ing ce re fs F f i 
RG eer aren a dae could have been dne to the release of vari- 
; The disappearance of the Ughts when people got close with flashlights or car- 
lights would indicate that the glow seemed brizht to dark-adapted eyes The 
night was dark and there was no moon. The Hillsdale girls kept their ‘rooms 
dark in order to see the swamp lights. oon : 

At Appears very likely that the eombiuation of the conditions of this particular 
winter (au mmusnally mild one in that area) and the partientar weather coudi- 
tions of that night-—it was clear and there wax little wind at either Jocation— 
were snel as to have prodneed this puusnal and puzzling display. : 
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SPECIAL Report or rae USAF Sctentiric Apvisory Boarp Ap Hoe Conuirree 
To Review Progect Bure Boor 


TL. INTRODUCTION 


AS requested in 4 memorandum from Maj. Gen. B. B. LeBailly Secretary of 
the Air Force Officer of Difomuation, dated September 28, 1985 ‘(tab A) a 
Svien tific Advisory Board Ad Hoe Committee met on February 3. 1986, to review 
Project Blue Book. The objectives of the committee are to review the resources, 
and methods of investivation prescribed by Preject Blue Bock and to advise the 
Air Porce of any improvements that cau be made in the program to enhance 
the Air Pore capability in carrying out its responsibility. : 

Tu order to hring themselves up to date, the members of the committee initially 
Teviewed the findings of previous scientific panels charged with locking into the 
TRO preblem. articular attention was given to the report of the Robertson 
panel which was rendered in January 1953. The committee next heard nriefings 
from the AFSC Foreign Teebnology Division, which is the cognizant Air Force 
Aageney that coates information on UFO sightings and monitors investientions 
of individual cases, Finally. the couunittee reviewed selected case histories of 
UFO sightings with particular emphasis on those that have not heen identified 


IL DISCUSSION 


Although | about 68 perceut (646) of all sightings (10.147) in the years 1947 
through I985 are Tisted br the Air Force as “Unidentified,” it appears te the 
committee that most of the cases su listed are stinply those in which the infor- 
huttion available does not provide an adequate basi “tor analysis. In this con- 
nection if is impertant alse to pote that wo unidentified objects other than these 
of AM ws(renouiedl uature have ever been observed during routine astronomical 
studies, in spite of the large number of observing hours which hare been devoted 
te the sky, AS examples of this the Palomar Observatory, Sky \tlas contains 
sone 5.000 plates made with large instruments with wide field. of view : the 
Harvard meteor project of 1W54-58 provided some 3,300 hours of observation : 
the Smitheouiaan vis l-prairie network provided 2.500 observing hours. Not 
a single imnidentitied object las been reported as appearing on any of these 
plates or heen sighted visnally in all these observations. a - 

The committee coneinded that in the 19 years since the first UFO was sighted 
{here Nas heen ho evidenee that unidentified fiying objects are a threat to our 
National security, Having arrived at this conclusion the eommittee then turned 
its attention to considering how the Mir Force sbeuld handie the sclentitie aspects 


of the UFO problem. Unavoidably these are also related to Air Force public 
relations, a snbject on which the committee is uot expert. Thus the recent 
mieudations which follow are made simply from the scientific poimt ef view. 


III, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


It is the opinion of the committee that the present Air Force program dealing 
with UFO sightings lax been well urganized, although the resources assigued 
to f€ (only one officer, a sergeant. and secretary) have been quile limite. In 19 
Years and more than 10,000 sightings recorded and classified, there appeurs to be 
no veritied and fully satisfactory evidence of any cose that is clearly outside 
the framework of presently known xcience and techuelogs. Nevertheless, there 
is always the possibility that analysis of new sightings may previde seue 
additions to scientific knowledge of value to the Air Foree. Moreover, some of 
the case records which the committee louked that were listed a ‘lentified” were 
sightings where the evidence collected was too meager or loo indefinite to perudit 
positive listing to the identified categury. Because af tlds the committee reson 
mends that the present program be strengthened (o provide opportunity for sciet- 
tifie investigation of selected sightings in more detail and depth than bas bee 
possible to date. 

To accouiplish this it is recommended thai—— 

(a) Contracts be negotiated with a few selected universities (0 provide 
scientific teams to investigate promptly and in depth certain selecied sizht- 
ings of UFOs. Hach team should include at least one psychologist, pref- 
erably one interested in clinical psychilogy, and at least one physical scien- 
tist. preferably an astronomer oy geopbysicist familiar with atmospheric 
physics. The universities should be chosen to provide good geoxraphical 
distribution, and should be within convenient. distance of a base of the Air 
Foree Systems Commaud (AFSC). 

(bh) At each AFSC base an officer skilled in investigation (but not neces- 
sarily with scientific training) should be designated to work with the cor- 
responding university team. for that geugraphical section. The local repre- 
seutative of the Air Force Office of Special fuvestigations (OSL) mighl be 
a logical choice for this. 

(ec) One university or one not-for-prefit organization should be selected 
to coordinate the work of the leams mentioned under (a) above, and also te 
make certain of very close communication and coordination with the Office 
of Project Blue Book. 

It is thought that perhaps 100 sightings a year might be subjected to this 
close study, and that possibly an average of 10 man-days might be required per 
sighting so studied. he information provided by such a program might bring 
te light new facts of scientifie value, and would almost ceriainiy provide a tar 
better basis than we have today for derision on a long-term CEO pregrai. 

The scientific reports on these selected sightings. supplementing the present 
program of the Project Blue Book office, should sirengthen the pullic position 
of the Air Force on UFO's. lt is, therefore. reconmuended that—- 

(a) These reports be printed in full aud be avatlable on request. 

(b>) Suitable abstracts or Condensed versions be printed aud ineladed in. 
or as supplements to, the publisbed reports of Project Blue Book. 

(ec) The form of report (as typified by Project Blue Book dated Feb- 
ruary 1, 1966) be expanded, and anything which might suggest that taferma- 
tiou is being withheld (such as the wording on page 5 of the above cited 
reference) be deleted. The furm of this report can he of great impertanuce 
in securing publie understanding and should be given detiiled study by au 
appropriate Air Force office. 

¢d) The reports Project Blue Book should be given wide unsolicited 
circulation among prominent Meuwers of the Cougress aud other public 
persons as a further aid to publie understanding of the scientific approach 
being taken by the Air Force in attacking the UFO problen. 


Derarruent or THE ATR ForcE, 
OFFICE OF THTE SECRI 
Washington, DA, Sc ptenhe 
Memorandum for military director, scientifie advisory board 
Subject: Unidentified flying objects (UFO's) 
In keeping with its air defense role. the Air Feree bas the responsibility for 
the investigation of unidentified flying objecis reparted over the United States. 
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rhe Jame of this project is Blue Book (attachment g 
Bes this program are established by Air Force oe ears 

nent 2). 

The Air Ferce bas conducted Project Blue Book since 198. As of 
1965, a total of 9.267 reports had been investi he Air Fore Ores 
— reports, 663 cunuot be explained. ET Se elit 

t has been determined by the Assistant Deputy Chief é 

Operations that Project Blue Book is a ear hsenile aes Say eee ee 
support of all staff agencies and major comntinds and that the Air Foree should 
continue to investigate and analyze all UEKO reporis in order to assnre that 
such objects de not present a threat to our uatioual security. The Assistant 
Deputy (hief of Stuff’Plans and Operations has determined also that the 
Foreign Techuology Division (FTD) at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base should 
continue to exercise its presently assigned responsibilities concerning UFO's 

To date. the Air Force bas found no evidence that any of the UFO reports 
reflects a thrent to our national security. However, many of the reports that 
cannot be explained have come from intelligent and technically well qualified 
individuals whose integrity e1nuot be doubted. In addition. the reports received 
officially by the Air Foree include only a fraction of the spectacular reports 
which are pablic zed by any private CFO organizations. . 

Accordingly, it is requested that a working scientific panel composed of hoth 


physical and social scieutists be organized to review Project Blue Book—its re-. 


sourees, methods, and findings—and to advise the Air Force as i 

5 : a a $ as to any improve- 
ments that should be made i the program in order tu carry out the Atr Foree'’s 
assigned responsibiitiy. : 3 , 
_ Dr. J. Allen Hynek who is the chairman of the Dearborn Observatory at 
oe pene is the scientific consultant to Project Blue Book. ” He 
hag indicated a willingness to werk with such a panel in order t ace i 
problem inits proper perspective. : i aaa 

Dr. Hyuck has discussed this problem with Dr. Wi 

yuck ha seuss : juston R. Mark 

former Air Force Chief Scientist. ‘ PBS tas 
P m E. B. LEBarnry, 
Major General, USAF, Director of Information. 


AD Koc ComMirrre on UNmENTIFIED Fixinc Osssors (UFO's) 


AGENDA 
Thursday, 8 February 1966 
0800) Welcoming remarks: Commander or yice commander, FTD. 
0805 Tutreduction: Dr. O'Brien, SAB. , 
The Air Force problem : Lieutenant Colonel Spaulding, SATOT. 
Briefing on Project Blue Book: Major Quiutanilla, FTD. 
Break. 
Review of selected case histories : FID Staff. 
Lunch, 
Executive and writing session. 


SPECIAL REPORT OF THE USAF SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD AD HOU COMMITTEE 
TO REVIEW PROJECT BLUE BOOK 


Distribution 


Copies 


Secretary of the Air Force ()ffice of Information. 


Military THrector, DCS/R. & Doe. wee eee a 
nembers (1 each}: Dr. Brian O* Brien (chairman Laumor | 
Mr. J Orlausky, Dr. Richard Porter, Dr. Carl Sagan, Dr. 
Camniatuier, zy Division. H 
DCsyPoreig B80) _ : 2 
1 
a9 


_ Meeting statistics bearing on this report including all times, dates. places, a 
listing of persons in attendance and purposes therefor, together with their affilia- 


5U97 


tions and material reviewed and discusved. are available in the SAB secretariat 
offices for review by authorized persous or ageucies. 
Approved by: 


Haroun A. 1 oR. 
Lieutenant Colonel, ESAP, 
Assistant Secretary, USAF Seicatiice Advisory Board. 


Progec?t BLUE Book 


The U.8, Air Force las the responsibility under the Department of Defense 
for the investigation of uuidentified flying objects (UFO's), The nrine et 
program. Which has been in operation since 1048, is Project Blue Bouk, if his 
been ideutified in the past as Project Sign and Project Grudge. 

Air Force interest in uuidentitied flying objects is related directly to the Air 
Force respousibility for the air defense of the United States. Procedures tor 
conducting this program are established by Air Foree Regulation 200-2, 

The objectives of the Project Blne Beok are twofeld: tir toe determine 
whether UFO's pose a threat to the security of the Vnited states; and. second, fo 
determine whether UFO's exhibit any unique scientific information or adyauced 
techuology which could contribute to scieutifie ar techuical yveseareh. In the 
eourse of accomplishing these objectives. Project: Blue Book strives to identity 
and explain all UFO sightings reported to the Air Force. 


HOW THE PROGRAM 18 CONDUCTED 


The program is conducted in tliree phases. The first phase includes receipt 
of UEO reports and initial investigation of the reports. The Air Force base 
pearest the location of a reported sighting is charged with the responsibility of 
investigating the sighting and forwarding the ifermation to the Project Blue 
Book Office at Wright-Pattersou Air Force Base, Ohio. 

Tf the initial investigation does not reveal a positive ideulitication or explann- 
tion, a second phase of nore intensive analysis is conducted ly the Project iblue 
Book Office. Each case is objectively and seientifically analyzed and, if neces- 
gary, all of the scientific facilities available to the Air Foree cau be used to assist 
in arriving at au identification or explanation. AJL perxounel associated will the 
investigation. analysis, and evaluation efforts of the project view each repert 
with a scieutific approach and an open mind. 

The third phase of the program is dissemination of intoumation concerning 
UFO sightings. evaluations, and statistics. This is accomplished by the Serre- 
tary of the Air Force. Office of Inforumition. 

The Air Force defines an unidentitied flying object as any aeritl object whlich 
the ebserver ix unable to identify. 

Reports of unfamiliar objects iu the sky are submitied te the Air Force from 
many sources. These sources include military aud civilian pilots. weather ae 
servers, amateur astronomers. busivess and professional wen and woulen, and 
housewives. etc. 

Frequently such objects as missiles, balloons, birds, kites, searchlights. aireratt 
navigation and anticoltision beacons, jet eugine exliaust. eondensation trails, 
astronomical bodies and meteorological phenomena are inistakeuly reported as 
unidentified flying objects. 

The Air Foree groups its evaluations ot UFO reports nnder three general head- 
ings: (1) identified, (2) insufficient data. and (3) unidentified. 

Identified reports are those fer which sufficient specific information has pee 
accuniated aud evaluated to permit a positive identification or explanation of 
the object. 

Reports categorized as “Unsutficient Data” are thoxe for which one or more ele- 
meuts of information exsential for evaluation are missiug. Some ¢Xamples are 
the omission of the duration of the sighting, date, time, Joention, position in the 
sky, weather conditions. and the manner of appearance or disappearance. If the 
element is missing and there is an indieation that the sighting may be of a 
security, scieutific. terhuical, or public interest value, the Project Blue Book Othee 
conducts an additional investigation aud every attempt is inade to obtain the fn- 
formation necessary for identification. However, in some instances, essemtlat in- 
formation canuet be obtained, aud no further action can be taken. 
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ey, uidentiticd” aA sighting is considered inidentified when ar 
coulaius eli pertinent data Beeessary to snggest a valid Lypothes 


CAMSH OP exp 


The third and by far the smallest group of evalu ERALD FORD iEap 
RARY 


sport apparen 
ek wets couceriing fhe 
Dultion of the report bat the deseripfion of the object or its motion 
ehited withauy kneern object or L:henemena, 


eannet be cor: 


TYPES OP TD ba Tu ENULFIGA TIAN AND EVALUATIONS 


There zre varios types of UFO sightings. Most commen are reports of 
Astronomical sightings, which iuelude bright stars, phinets coniets fireballs 
Ineleers, auroral Streduers, did olber celestial bodies, When observed through 
haze, Hebl fox, Moving cletds, or other obscurations or unusual conditions, the 
phinets Dieludiue Voons, upiter. aud Mars have been reported as unidentitied 
} i 2 ol Weeds, Mtelbloy mirages ure alse a seater o£ reports. . ~ 

Sacleldi tos pre duetdder ager sonree of CO reports. An increase iu satellites 
reported ae TGs tars rem about because of two factors. The lirst is the th. 
ereeasc af luterest on the part of the paulie: Lie second is the increasing number 
of sifetiites in te skies. Vositive kvow ledge of the Toeation of all satellites at 
all tities Uitbdes rapid ideitiseation of satellite sightings Keeping track ne 
bain objects ir orbit about fhe earth is the respon: ibility of ‘the Nerth 
pie ae Conmmand space detection and tr king SYSheus This 
sopbistieaded Cleetvonle system gathers can Y SpaLe raffic datn instantky from 
On cnr are base lets complex spree (rafie data instanthy from 

Mther space sur eibuee activities include the use of ballistle tracking and 
hurge telescopic elineras. HCHO) schedules are prepared by rhe N ASA Gnd rd. 
Spates Plight Center at Greeubelt, Md. and schedules of the soulhenorth Equator 

Sstnes are prepared by the Suithsouken Custitation nt Cambridge, Mass. From 
(lie data “prod ticed Dy these agencies, satellites mistakenly reported as CFI Vs 
win be nick dentibed. Some of these are visihle te the naked eye, ~ a 

Aireratt deenunt for anether major source of VEO reports, particularty during 
Hdverse wether conditions. When observed at high altitudes and at some dis: 
Rinee. abperatt ean farce aippertrances tanging trol dise te rocket shapes ‘due 10 
the redlecticu of the sum ou their bright surtares, Vapor or condensation trails 
fron Jet airertt Will Souielimes appear bo glow flery red or orange when reflect- 
ittgs Snnlight, Afterburners trom jet aireratt are often reported 2x UFO's since 
(hess ae be seem From grat distunces when the aireratt exunot be Meet, a5 
F pe Projuel Dine Book Offfee has direct contact with all elements of the Airc 
Peres quid Wie Federnul Aviation Agency civil aty control centers ; All aerial 
Petite Hug Operations cud special (rulping dights can be checked inunediately, \i 
tradie of commercial airlines snd Wights of military aireraft are checked with ine 
RETEST ce ral ceuter, eudhting an inamediate cyadnation of aircraft wtistieule 
reported as TPO Piawvever, since miauiy local flights are net carried, iT ext 
Hights tre probable catscsof seue LPeEports, y . sieeaen 

Bal in cout ine to he reported us UPOSs. Several thousand batloous are 
released ich tay froma milinury and civilian airports, weather stations auld ves 
serch ACTIVE Tes There are several types of bulloous—w eather ‘balloons 
PAW Haseniles, ridiesoudes, cud the luge researeh haloous which have diameters 
eye to Serb fy Mt nish balloons curry rminning lights whiel age ABT anug al 
Apert Malice wheu observed. Reflection of the NULL on hadloons at diserand stitigel 
some! ines produce strange cifeets, This usunlly eccars 1 hen the balloon eats 
ah ts HEAL dies, isexposclto the sin. Large balloons can move at speeds hover 
WA nibs per hoor elerimoving in hich alt nde jet windstreams “These bail mx 
sonnet wiles appear io he Eattenerdon top, At other times, ther aypenr to he sieer 
shit ped nd to bive lights mounted inside the bag itself duc to the sun's rays 
refleetiige throuch the inaterial of the balloon. The Balloon Coutrl Ceilter 


Lelleain Air Porce Base. Mex. maintains a plot or military upper air re- 
<i oat : ae : 
seareh fullaons, 


ee egary A ee aes labeled "Other" includes missiles, refer. 
fons Mibages, scarchlivhts, birds, kites, spurious radar indications losses fas, 
ee s Ps, Spurivus radar indications, hoaxes, fire- 
} Alveratr, scl ites, vaUleons, and the like shenld net be reported sinve they 
do uot Pall within the definition ef an unidentived flying ubject. : 

ying - 


CONCLUSIONS 


usions of Project Blue Book are: {1) no onidentified 


To dite, the firm von 
ob EY RYE be j i 
ee reported, investizated. and evaluated by the Air Foree bay ever 


fring obje 


given any indication of threat to our national sceurity: (2) there has heen te 
evidence subnitted to ar discovered by the Atr Poree that sightiugs caregorized 
as unidentified represent teclmological developiieuts or principles tevond the 
range of present-day scientifie knowledge: and (31 there hos been no evidence 
indicating that sightings categorized as unidentified are extra terresprial yohictes. 

The Air Force will continue to investigate all reports ef uuusual aerial phe. 
uomena over the United States. The services of qualitied selentists umd tech 
niciaus will centinne to Le used to investigate and analyze these reports, aud 
periodic reperts on the subject will be made. 

The fomner chairman ef the Houxe Armed Services Coriitlee, Mr. Crcl Vin- 
son, recently commented on the cendnet of the UFO program by the Ait Poree 
and stated that congressional Learings op this subjeet are unnecessary. 

The Air Force does net deny the possihility that seme ferti of Ife may exist 
6a other planets in the universe. However, to date. the Air Poree has neither 
received nor dixvovered any evidence which proves the existeier and intrmispace 
tnobility of extra terrestrial lite. The Air Force coutinnes to extend an apen 
invitation te anyone who feels that le possesses any evidence of extra cerrestrial 
vehicles operating within the earth's near space euvelope to submit his evidence 
for analysis. Initial contact for this purpese is fhrough the Pollawing sdaress : 
Project Blue Book Information Office. SAFOL, Washington. 1c. 

Aurone obsetving what he considers to be an unidentified fying object should 
report it to the uearest Air Force base. Persons subimilting i FO repert te 
the Air Force are tree to discuss any aspect of the report with anvene, The 
Air Force does net seek to limil discussion on such reports and does net withhold 
er censor any information pertaining to tlis unclassified prograu. 


SNONAYVAILABILITY OF MATERIALS 


The following items are for internal use only apd are not available for dis- 
tribution fo the public, These coneern internal management and procedures 
for forwarding UFO reports to the approepriale ngeney : 

1. Air Force Regulation 200-2. 

2, JANAP 146. 

The Air Force has no Alms. photegraphs, maps, eharts. or graphs of 1n- 
identified flying objects. Photographs that have been sulanitted for pvalmatioty 
in conjunction with UO reperts have been determined to be a tuisinterpretation 
of natural or conventional objects, These objects lave a positive identification, 

The Air Force no longer possesses, and thns does net have for disteibntion. 
outdated reports on Project Sign. Project Grnidze. Blue Book Special Report Ne 
14, aud outdated Project Blue Book press releases, Noutilitare URO publica- 
tions should he requested from the publisher, uot tue Air Fores, 


SUGGESTED READING MATERIAL 


Rooks listed below deal with facts and theories about onr selar miiverse, the 
stn, planets. comets, meteorites, the universe, stars, constellations. and galaxies: 
telescopes, the colmpmtidtion of time as it relates to astronomy. star maps and 
charts, and the history of astronomy, 

“Sky and Telescope,” by Sky Publisling Corp., Harvard College Observatory. 
Cambridge, Mass. Monthly magazine. 60 cents per copy. 

“Weather Elements,” by Blair. published Preptice Hall Tlas an excelient 
chapter on often misidentified weather plenoinena. 

“Planets, Stars, and Space’ by Chamberlain, Josep M.. aud Nicholson, Plone 
D. Anillnstrated. untechnical explanation of the earth, phuvets, stars, and the 
universe. Prepared in cooperation with the American Musenm of Natural 
History. 

“Tunior Science Book of Stars.” by Crosby, Phoebe, An easy te read, exciting 
story of what scientists knew about the stars, planets, {he Moon, anid the 
Milky Way. 

“Challenge ef the Universe.” by Hyuek. Allen and Anderson, Norman.  Dis- 
cusses the nature of (he universe: astromeuy and cosmology, published by 
Scholastic Press, 

“The Story of the Stars,” by Maleney, Terry! Au introduction to the nniverse: 
our solar syste, our galaxy. aud other galaxies. Many tntevesting ilustrated 
analogies help build concepts of size and distance. Tneludes reterenee to the 
Van Allen radiation belts and zodiacal tight observation of 1Y66, 


6001 


ra 
6 


i 
l 


MeN Nests 


woot | 029 | grat ae 0g 


Siusgiegsaeds wea esac ange, matey 
a ha aa oe aR Se sqouryd 


AWD 


ae ae +5 OF ce 

9 0 0 a ti) 

ZT ic) 99 ge 28 

Tat ros 96 GOT 64 

FIL $6 GOL 69 BL 

ota SPT +20 o8 a Pe AI Se rh A Serene espe aan: TROIULO 
We Gee ast a aH SUODALYO AM BISVI IV LOL 


S061 


2061 oceT cet oer £o6r 


eO6L 


iper, 


ian meteorite 


tal photos. 


RALD FORD LIBRARY 


ddieburst and Kui 


i 


A scientifie examination of 


y M 


b 
hapter on Siber 


ra 
arious comet orbi 


Dated 1963 


6000 


PHOTOCOPY FROM GE 
»” by Menzel and Roy. 
ation of ¥: 


iet moon photos. 


Comet 
it 


OV 
compr 


Ss 


Saucers, 
x 


FO report 
Ss, and 


ets 


4 


Nlysis of 
eom 


v 
Meteorite: 
aries) 


the classic 
and photos or 


“Tht Moon. 
Continuon 


“The World of Pirin, 


ite 
Se 8 
aa 

e ob 
fLEn 
E23 
QetG 
weds 
tale 
eoda 
aaon 
BRR: 
seed 
SRT 
“2 
has. 
Opeu 
ee 
Phan a 
4585 
gaop 
aio 
Seon! 
a 
Bye 
apes 
age: 
mg Tee 
EREZ 
fom i 
SEPS 
wien 
Eqs 
Som ~ 
aoe 
wa go 
BEES 
ear 
7 om po Be 
gE RSE 
He: Bs 
be. Pe a eee 
S$ £5E 
ess 
g a 
BEees 
SES 
AT Aag 


Source 
> page 108. 
» Page 108. 


se files. 
Do. 
Da. 


Blue book 
3 
Case files. 


Ca 


179-E96] 8008 sof DMP JDoLISYDIG 


303 | Blue book, 
42 
46 


Unidentitied 


Total 
sightings 


10, 14 


by Valle. Jacques. 
on Braun, Wernher. 


" 


Total UFO (object) Sightings * 


a Phenomenon, 
Year 


o the Moon,” by Vv. 


“Anatomy of 
“First Man t 


1 Compiled Jan, 17, 1966. 


Ins 


ig 
' 


7 


PHOTOCOPY FROM G 
GOU2 


ERALD FORD LIBRARY 


& 


6008 


FIREBALL Ripon 


Persons observing a firebalk er ineteor should report the information ta the 
American Meteor Society, The tufarviation desired ts courained below. 
A very bridliaut weteer or direball is reported te Lave passed in your 


inity 


on o.-- at the heur of 2 _-. Will you plewse auswer as fully as possible tlie 


these reports are published each coutriburor whose report is fairhy complete 
will be mentioned. if possible. and duce eredit given. It ix only by the lelp of 
those whe can give persoual fiitormation that data can he ured for jhe 
compiitation of the orbits of meteors. These data atte of great xctentilie vale 
and all retsonahle efforts should be made te obtain Clem. Yon wilh he tuahte 
probably to answer nil questions below. bar siswer those vou ean, ax they tay 
be of the greatest importance, 

C1) Give your name and address. 

(2) Where were you when you saw the ineteor? (if the foswu is stad! pleas 
give county as well? 

(3) Give the date. hour, and minute when Ube oneteor appeared: alee kind 
of time used. 

(4) In what dirertion did it appear ¢er in what direction was it first seer) + 
This is net asking in what direelion it was going. 

(5) Tn what direction did it disappear Corin whet direetion was ip tast seen) ? 
Tor questiuns (4) and (5). simply N. B, 8. er Wis nef adeenrire encngh. unfess 
those were the exact direetions. Tf compass is used. shire it: alse if magnetic 
correction las heen applied fo cotupass readiug. 

(§) At what height did it appear’ (Use degrees iu answering.) 

iy) At what height did it disappea {Use degrees iioaheywertig.} 

(Sp) id it prss directly overhead Cie. Givength the zeniiha? 

19) Tf pot. fo which side ef the zenith did it go. aud how far from ips it se 
degrees in answering. } 

610) Did it appear to reach the horizon’ What serc af a horizeu iave you’ 

(11) Whar augle did the pafli of the meteor make with the lieriven aud fi 
which dire-tion was if Chen geing? 

(12) Tf you are familiar with constellations describe the prith @f Che uieteor 
thremgh the sky with reference to <tars, 

(135) Did the meteor appear te explede? 

(14) What wae rhe duration of is Hight in seeunds? 

(15) Dexerihe (he train if ome was deft. Uf it dusted lou coeteh fo shew 
drift. taoxt carefully tell in what dir ob thal drifted. Give sicoten. if possible, 
showing this with regard to borizen. 

(16) What was the duration of the train ta seconds? 

(17) Did yeu hear any sound? 

How long after seeing fhe mefeor was if before you heard this sorgsd ? 

Tid you hear an actnal explosion? 

How long after seeing the esplosieu was di tefere you heard it? 
tis) Of what cela was the meteor? 

(1) What was the size of the meteor’ cCoopare 1 owilh the mom or with 
a planet or star.) 

(20) Was iiere than ane body seen before the extdosion (it anv) ¢ 

(21) What was condition of sky at time’? 

) Give names and addresses of others whe save tlie meteor. 
) Please mail this reply te: Charles P. liver, American Meteor Society, 
S21 North Wynueweud Avenne, Narberth, Pa. 10072. 

The Crataaan. Afr. Seeretary, Jet ne ash you this. Should this 
he an executive session / 

Secretary Brown. No. nothing T have said so far has been classified. 
and nothing | will say. 

The Cramaay. Ls there any reason (ou keep this executive? 1 think 
we have a lot of people ourside of the door Tet them come in 

Af. Price, In yiew of the reason vou are having tt, bP see no o@b- 
jection. 

The Crarmsan. Ldon'teither, Why iot open the doar? 

Mr Bray. | would ike tta naike this ohservation off the reeord, 
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(Disenssion off the record.) 

1 . : . 
; phe Cairns. We are gomeg to decide what the future is going 
to be. Tam talking about this testimony uow. If there is no reason 
for them nol being here, let them in here. 

Secretary Brown, This letter is unclassified. Some of the ques- 
tons you ask may lead to classified material, 

ALY. SCHWEIKER. Are all the files unclassified 2 
; __ the Cramman. Let them come in and listen to the testimony. 
tyuen we get ito the questions we will decide. , 
Open the doors. 

MD. Secretary, we will lei vou start. 
You gentlemen who have conse in, the Secretary is explaining a letter 
s sending to the comuiittee. 7 
You gentlemen of the press, TV, and radio, whatever you represent, 
len. ‘That ts the best way to find out. : 
(ro ahead, 
(Secretary Brown repeats his statement previously read to the com- 
mittee.) 
™ ‘ 
: The Crrarraray. Mr. Secretary, I have before me some pages from 
fife magazine. J] don't know what the date is, but it is recent. 
Mr. Kevurner. Two weeks ago, I think. 
The Cuamman. Two weeks ago. 
{{ mentioned 10,000-0dd sightings of these mysterious objects. I 
note it has a picture. 
TTave you seen this? Twill passit on to you. 
Secretary Brown. Yes, T have seen the picture. 

The Ciratraray. Here are two pictures. One taken in Oregon in 
MoO and the other taken £ years later in France. They both look very 
ite alike. Aetnally it looks something like a battleship. , 
me ten here Corie on another page here that is alleged to have 
een seen In Alichigan, and it is even sketched here with an antenna 
and all that goes with it. 

_ Here is my question: Responsible, well-trained people, like pilots— 
i thinks some B32 people, Mr. Kelleher ? : 

Mr. KRentener. [ don't recall that. I do remember sightings by 
romumereial pilots, > . 

The Curran, Certainly commercial pilots have reported all kinds 
of things. 

How (lo vou explain away these clearly defined mysterious things 
that these respousible people allege having seen. ‘ z 

How do your experts reconcile this? 

_ Secretary Brown, J] will trun this over to my experts in a moment 
“ty. Chairnian, ; 

However, Tshonld like to say this: We haven't explained all of the 
reported sightings which we have investigated. We have explained 
vo percent of them, bnt are not snre about the other 5 percent. There 
ave possible explanations for the other 5 percent im most cases. How- 
ever, since we cut prove that our findings are the correct explana- 
tions they are regarded as sightings which have not been completely 
neeounted for. 

Ae . : : 

The CHAmmMAN, Well, now, does anybody, in authority or of stature, 
idege Chau these things, whatever they may be, have come from other 
plenete or from somewhere outside of this universe? 
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Secretary Brown. To the best of my knowledge, no one in the Air 
Force, and no one in the executive branch has expressed such a bhe- 
lief. Nor have I ever heard a Member of Congress make such a state- 
ment. I know of no one of scientific standing ov executive standing, 
or with a detailed knowledge of this, in our organization who believes 
that they come from extraterrestrial sources. 

The Cuamrmay. But you have found parts of meteors and things 
of this character that have been continuing to hit the earth forever? 

Secretary Brown. Meteors, of course, are of extratervestvial origin. 
T am talking about extraterrestrial flying craft. 

The Cnhamman. Objects that are made for the purpose of coning 
to earth? 

Secretary Brown. That is right. 

The Cusmruan. That is what. I have in mind. 

Secretary Brown. That is right. 

The Cyairman. So then your testimony, or yorr answer in re- 
sponse to my letter in effect. is that there are things caused by various 
phenomena, reflection of radar waves, the northern Jights, somebody 
has said marsh gases. : 

Secretary Browy. Yes; that is another explanation of some of the 
phenomena. 

The Cuamman. As well as meteors? 

Secretary Brown. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. What else? 

Secretary Brown. Some of them turn out to be balloons. Some of 
them turn out to be aircraft seen under peculiar cirewmstances, and 
SO Oll. 

And we can explain 95 percent of them this way. This does not 
imply that. a large part. of the reniaining 5 percent, the mmexplained 
ones, are not also of this character, but we simply have not been able 
to confirm this because we don’t have enough information about these 
sightings. 

Tt may also be that there are phenomena, the details of which we 
don’t understand, which are natural phenomena, and whieh account 
for some of the sightings we have not identified. In certain instances. 
T think a further scientific explanation is a possibility. Therefore, we 
will continue to develop this approach. 

The Cuamman. Now, we have here Dr. Hynek, and Major 
Quintanilla. 

We have these two gentlemen who are authorities on the Blue Book. 
One isa scientist, the other is the UFO project officer. 

Now, we have asked that you gentlemen conie. Dr. Hynek, is there 
anything you would like to say tous? 

Dr. Heyes. Mr. Chairman, the press has recently treated me rather 
unkindly. 

The Cuarraan. You ought to be chairman of this committee. 

Dr. Hynex. The press has described me as “a puppet of the Aur 
Foree,” and has stated that I say only what the Air Force tells me to 
say. I would like to do something which may be a little daring, and 
read to the committee a statement I have prepared which has cer- 
tainly not been dictated by the Air Foree. 

The Caarrman. At this point, I want yon to turn the loud speaker 
up. 
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Now, Doctor, before you give us this, would yon give your back- 
ground for the record ? 


' Dr. Hynex. Yes, sir, This information is included in my state- 
ment. 


STATEMENT OF DR. J. ALLEN HYNEK, SCIENTIFIC CONSULTANT 
TO THE AIR FORCE 


Dr. Hynes. My name is J. Allen Hynek. and F reside at 2628 Ridge 
Avenue. Evanston. Tl. Iam director of the Dearborn Observatory 
and of the Lindheimer Astronomical Research Center, and Chairman 
of the Departnient of Astronomy at Northwestern University. Since 
1948 T have acted as a frequent scientific consultant to the Air Force 
on the problem of the UFO (Unidentified Flying Objects) 
phenomenon. : 

The UFO phenomenon might be defined as (1) the persistent re- 
porting hy a wide cross section of the public, in this and in other 
countries, of alleged aerial objects which, to the observer, seeni to defy 
explanation becanse of their appearance and behavior, and (2) the 
widespread and growing interest in these matters by segments of the 
public which, im sonie cases, lias Jed to the formation of civilian orga- 
nizations dedicaterl to the investigation of the said reports, often ac- 
companied bx vilification of the Air Force for their handling of the 
problem. a matter not beneficial to the Air Force image. Such people 
generally charge either (a) that UFO's are in reality secret clevices 
of ihe Air Force, whose existence ix kept from the publie, or (b) 
that the Air Force knows all about visitors from space and is de- 
hberately withholding information to prevent panic. 

A third aspect of the UFO phenomenon has been the association 
of the terms UFO or “flving saucer” with the idea of visitation of 
intelligenees from outer space, an association which is not warranted 
either by the data on hand, or by logteal inference. It is entirely con- 
ceivable that there might be unidentified aerial phenomena about us 
which have no connection with extraterrestrial visitation. 

Thus, the phenomenon shonld essentially be viewed in its entirety : 
The fact. that the reeent sightings in Michigan eaused a reaction far 
out of proportion to the original sightings, the fact that my press 
ference in Detroit the week before last was the largest iu the history 
of the Detroit Press Club, the fact that T recerve many letters from 
sehoolehildren who are writing elass reports on UFO's and indeed the 
fact that I am speaking here before yon, ave all parts of the UFO 
phenomenon. 

Tn this context, the kind of activity that the press has reported in 
Michigan is not wnusnaj. It ouly happened that the Dexter and Hills- 
dale incidents, althongh of lithe sicentific siguificance, lave attracted 
national interest. Now, similar incidents, and seme considerably 
more intrigving, have heen oecurring for many years, without snch 
treatment on the part of the news media. While such glamorous at- 
tention is quick to wane, the underlying concern about UFO's, fed by 
a continous trickle of reports, is indeed growing in the mind and sight 
of the pnbhie. : 

During this entire period of nearly 20 years T have attempted to 
remain as openminded on this subject as cirenmstauces permitted, this 
despite the fact that the whole subject seemed utterly ridiculous, and 
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many of us firmly believed that, like some fad or craze, It would 
subside in a matter of months. Yet in the Inst 4 years, more reports 
were subinitted to the Air Force than in the first 5 years. ; re 

Despite the seeming inanity of the subject. felt that I would be 
derelict in my scientific responsibility to the Air Foree if I did not 
pomt out that the whole (FO phenomenon might hare aspects to it 
worthy of scientific attention. What we luve here ts a signal-to-n owe 
ratio problem: There ix indeed a fantastic amount of noise, epee] 
by the many misidentifications of familiar objects seen under usta 
or surprising circumstances—hiltoons, birds. satellites, meteors. aur - 
craft, stars—vet, in all scientific honesty, one 18 led toask whether there 
might not indeed he a signa] somewhere in the noise. 

‘As a scientist, I must be mindful of the lessons of the past: all tno 
often it has happened that matters of great value to science were over: 
ooked because the new phenomenon simply did not fit the accepted 
scientific outlook of the time. Thus, the evidence of fossiles for hiologi- 
cal evolution was overlooked; X-rays were overlooked, meteorites were 
overlooked as astronomers steadfastly refused fo accept stories of 
stones which fell from the sky. D ; he 

Therefore, I lave set aside for further study some 20 particularly 
well-reported UFO cases which, despite the character, rechnical ce 
peteice aud number of the witnesses, T have not Deen able to explain. 
1 have done this to illustrate that neither T nor the Air Force hide 
the fact there are unexplained reports, and (o illustrate also that the 
‘ASr Force does not maintain, contrary to some public opinion, that: re- 
porters of UFO's are lacking in intelligence or are objects fit only for 
ridicule. ; <a 

For of these reports, 10 are from scientists and highly trainec indie 
viduals, 5 are from members of the Armed Forces, and members of 
the police force, and 5 are reports wade by reliable American ee 
Yn my view, the reliability of the observers was abeve average i al 
90 cases. The recent cases in Michigan have not been included in this 
particular collection since I feel that they are subjeci to simple, albeit 

at wousual, explanation. 

sae, prove evend doubt that this is the ease, but these me a 
famous reports illustrate the method the Air Force has usec s Date 
great success in finding logical explanations for the great majority 0 
he on used as a working hypothesis, when first confronter Lawith 
a report, that a conventional explanation existed, either asa misiden- 
tification or an otherwise well-known object or phenomenon, a hallu- 
cination, or a hoax. This has been a very successful Ald ee 
hypothetsis. One mmst be aware, however, that complete ad oe 
to one hypothesis may turn out to be a roadblock in the pursuit. 0 
research endeavors. ) ; ; ‘ , 

As the saying goes, “If one digs too intently for coal he is apt to 
miss diamonds.’ Scientists shonld never be guilty of poverty of 
hypotheses. And in dealing with the truly puzzling cases, we have 
tended either to say that, if an investigation had been pursned long 
enough, the misidentified object would have been recognized, or that 
the sighting had no validity to begin with. Mey 

The UFO pnblic, on the other hand, is equally prone to poverty o 
hypotheses: Biles UFO's mean utter bilge and nonsense, or they 
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ia to the far-out conclusion that the earth is host. to space visitors 
S a Ys ne fairness, we must examine other hypotheses 
Say 7 . 1962, ma paper written for the journal of the Optical 
Pomery ot America, I called for seientific attention to the problet 


poluting ont that “ridicule is not a part lentifi 
r cule a part of the sci : 
the publie should not be taught that ie? ees 


In Le I h: l cf 1 1). ab te 
) 1g irther recommenda 10 
f rom s to mal e, W hen I wrote in 
d report othe Ar For ce: 


oe Riera the publie interest in “flying saucers” may be dormant, 
Co aati saith small provocation. I would recommend that: (1) se. 
aaa cats ; continue to be worked upon and due publicity be given them 
oe = 4 sfac ‘Ory solution Is reached: (2) an announcement be made that 

orce Is interested in the phenomena which cause reports on a seientific 


basis: ( 3) use of ivili 8 Cop e ex. ew se. 
ASS) (3 se of a small ci i i i x 
7 . as lian seientifi panel to examine a few selected 


wand this, T repeat, was my recommendation in 1953. In 1965, in 
een as ete en T again advised that the reports 
8 va civilian scientific group, ina letter 
ei A , og sue er to the , 
Searles or ie Fore. grouy O the Office of the 


scientifie ermine potential selentifie ealue in the fragmentary UFO reports, as 
fie consult: S clearly my duty to point this out. T have do . in 
ae ie ee i iene hasis, in private conservation with, and iaformaalercneee 
pHeaine sightings Hace hee wee a respousibility to point out that enough 

& sightings he “ reported by intelligent and often technical m- 
Hats en Ae warrant closer attention than Project Blue Book ee fone 
neue aie ae bresent (ime, * * * Tf the preliminary survey of the problent 
ae a out; namely, that there exists the possibility of new scientific 
eee Peete FO phenomenon, then definitely let the recommendation be 
eae, an National Academy of Sciences, or some other civilian grow of 

snized stature, undertake a longer study of the reported phenomena ? 


a am Paes that my appearance before this committee affords mea 
: le ie onre agai reiterate my recommendations. 
fon i Ss iny opinion that the body of data accumulated since 
cae a a ae eee deserves close serntiny by a 
hi: i OF physical and social scientists 1 tl 1 
should be asked to exami x cadets ee 
a xamine the UFO problem erit 

nicl beg ex leally for the expr 
ae Die determining whether a major problem really exists ea 
Bea d, : course, be willing to assist such a panel in whatever way 
eat and would even be willing to take a short leave of absence 


from my university if it + : £0 
peepee ss. suy 1 at would help place this problem in its proper 


Thank you. 


aor es ae say You caivt write these reports off. You 
cal e rose who have made thent. They are hj onsi 
Houle Tos mi : ‘y are highly responsible 
people, in various walks of life, that have reported len Vv d th 
sometime in the past you r piece: 
Rae! I i vou Pe ppunetided that a panel be set. up to clear 
28, a civilian panel, t i : i i 
I ‘bings, Un | + 0 obviate the accusation 
K a 1s or has been hiding their reports. ee 
sa fe ae ee ae : us this Dee that there should be a panel 
set, sclentists authorized by the Air Force befor 
as ed by -kir Force before whom these 
ne oe eonel, a from en a report could conis? 
Dr. NEB. Yes,sir. I am saying that. is Ww i 
Peer ying that. This would be the gist of 
However, I hare heen scooped by Secretary Brown who has men- 


tioned that the Seienti ISOry A 
ie Scientific Ady tsory Board has recommended the same 
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The Cuarman. What you have recommended is being done now? 

Dr. Hrnex. Ti. is about to be done, I believe. 

The Cuaraan. Is about. to be done? 

Dr. Hynex. Yes. I should like to make one comment: 

The puzzling thing is that one would think many more people would 
see these flying objects than do. There should be many more wit- 
nesses. We should see a craft, if it actually exists as a tangible thing, 
and we should see it go from point to point. This doesn’t seem to 
happen. Also, there should be far more radar sightings. During the 
international geophysical year, I was in charge of the optical satellite 
tracking program, and you would think with the surveillance that the 
astronomers placed on the sky, if these objects existed as tangible 
objects, surely these astronomers would have seen more than they did. 
It isa dilemma. It isa puzzle, as yon say, as to how responsible people 
ean report such objects, and that they are not obvions to scientists. 

The Crazrmran. And then they see them aud they disappear and 
they don’t know where they go, and they land in these remote places 
where there is no intelligence to procure? 

Dr. Hynex. I would say so, yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. We don’t know where they go, who they have on 
board, we see them a few moments, and then they are gone. This is 
the end of that. : 

This is what puzzles me. Iam not going to ask further questions. 
because I ain not knowledgeable with respect to the varying reports 
that have been made. 

So I will turn it over to some of the experts, and I will start with 
Mr. Bates. 

Mr. Bares. Mr. Chairman, I don’t know—if [ have to qualitfy on 
that, basis. 

But, Secretary Brown, you mdicated no one of scientific knowledge 
in your organization has concluded these phenomena come from extra- 
terrestrial sources? 

Secretary Brown. That is correct. We know of no phenomena or 
vehicles, intelligently guided, which have come from extraterrestrial 
sourees. I excluded meteors, which do come from extraterrestrial 
sources, 

Mr. Bares. Is this your conclusion, Doctor? 

Dr. Hynex. This is also my conclusion. I know of no competent. 
scientist. today who would argue the sightings which do puzzle intel- 
ligent people. Puzzling cases exist, but I know of no competent scien- 
tast who would say that there objects come from outer space. 

Mr. Bates, Then what you are looking for is an explanation in uat- 
ural phenomena, thus far you have not determined the factors involved 

mit? 

Dr. Hyrnex. Yes. 

Mr. Bares. But the interesting thing, of course, is we have so many 
prominent. people in the scientific world here who have taken a position, 
a rather strong position—I have here a letter from a constituent of 
mine. Heisa project administrator or engineer in the MINUTEMAN 
program. That is a responsible position, would we say? 

General McConnewy. Yes. 

Mr. Barvs. On the basis of scientific ability he has been given a 
rather important position toward the security of this country; is that 
correct! 
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Secretary Browx. I would like to know who he is and what his 
responsibilities ave before I conunent on this, Mr. Bates. Certainly, 
from. the informatiou contained in the letter that you quote, he appears 
fo oveuny a position of some responsibility. i 

Mr. Baves. It does seem tobe. And as I read the letter which he has 
written to me, it is certainly written by a well-educated person. And of 
vourse, we here all kinds of conments on the other side of the issue 
uow, with this Lamar II excursion around the moon, people say I snp- 
pose the people up there are making the same kind of reports acti 
8 has just made to us. They are making these kinds of state- 
inents, 

Doctor, to be more specific, the paper which I have—ALr. Chairman 
I wonld tike to get umanimous consent to insert in the recoril the in, 
formation which has heen provided to me. 

The Cuairnmax. Withont objection. 
(The letter to Congressnian Bates is as follows :} 


Wenuax, Mass., dprif 1, 1966. 


‘8 OF THE UNitep Sra 
of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 

(Attention, Speaker John W. McCormack i. 


Tear Sin My name is Raymond E, Fowler, [ am employed as a project 
adusinistrative engineer in the Minuteman Prograni Office for Sytranta Electric 
Fee eee are Iam presently serving as chairman of a Technical 

restigating Subeonnuittee for e Nation: restigati i i 
Hae ones for the National Investigations Committee on Aeria’ 

The reasons for by writing are twofold, firstly——I have been asked by NICAP 
to subinit to yon our sitbcommittee’s complete file covering our investigation of 
the Exeter. New Hampshire CFO sighting witnessed at eloge range by local 
vitizens and police offic on September 3, 1965, I am sure that rou are aware 
at this sighting as it gained nationwide pubti ty recently through NICAP-hacked 
ariicles ii the Saturday Review apd Look niagazines, Secondly. 1 do want 
to pub myself on reeord as supperting the chiims and views of "NICAP and 
others which indicate that congressional heuriugs on the matter of UFO's are 
long overdue. ; - 

_ I feel thal the American people are capable of understanding the problems and 
implications that will arise if the true facts about UFO's are made known 
offically, The USAF public tafermation progvtam anid policy. as directed by the 
Pentagon, of underrating the significance of UFO's and not releasing true perti- 
neut facts about URO‘Ss, is net only a dixservive to the American peapte now but 
in the long run could preve ta have heen a foolish policy ta follow. ‘After years 
of study, I am certain {hat there is mere than ample high-qnality observational 
evidence from highly trained and reliable witnesses to indicate. that there are 
machinelike solid objects under intelligent cmitroel operating in our atmosphere 
The aerodynamic performance and eharacteristies of the trne CPO role out 
manmade or natural phenomena. Such observational evidence has been well 
supported in many instances by reliable fustruments such as canieras, radar. 
gelger-counters, variometers, electrical interference, physical indeutations in soil 
and scorched areas at landing sites, ete. ; 

Tam reatonably sure that if qualified civilian scientists and investigators are 
able to come to this conclision, that the TSAR. supported by the tremendous 
facilities ae its disposal, have come to the same conclusion long ago, However 
present offielal policy deliberately attempts to diseredit the validity of UFO's 
nnd aowealth of data and facets are not beiug releaxed to the public. : 

Torrust that yon will examine the attached CFO report and related corre- 
spondence in detail. Sightings such as the Exeter. N.Y, sighting have and are 
occurring throughout the world at night aud in the daytime. It is high time that 
the real faets about UFO's are released, A public inferuation program should 
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be inaugurated that presents facts. I am urging you to suppert a full con- 
gressional open tuquiry on the CFO problem. 
Sincerely, 
Rayuonn E. Fow er, 
Chairman NICAP Massachusetts Subcommittee. 


(The attachnients to the previous letter are as follows :) 
{Excerpt from Manchester (N.H.) Union Leader, Sept. 6, 1965] 
Poutce, Crvmuans Stent VFO rm Exerer AREA 


EXETER.—At least five people here, ineludiug two police officers, have reported 
seeing 2 fying saucer in this area. 

The incidents oceurred early Friday morning. According to those who saw 
the unidentified flying object, it was about the size of a house and had a red 
glow around it, and meved silently Chrough the night. 

When Exeter police investigated 1 parked car on the Exeter-Hampton bypass 
at about 12:30 investigating officer Eugene Bertrand. whe approach the ear and 
found two women in a state of near shock. They Lold that |hey had been chased 
along Ronte 101 all the war from Epping, about 12 miles. by firing object which 
glowed with a brilliant halo of red. According to the women, the “thing” fol- 
lowed their ear until they stopped. 

as the one woman told their story one of them sighted the object once more. 
about 2 miles away. which Bertrand thonght was a <tar low ou the horizon. 


REPORTS CEASE 


At 12 a.m... Norman J, Musearello, 18. of 20514 Front Street, Exeter, came into 
the police station with a hair-raising report of having beeu chased by a flying 
object as he was hitchhiking toward Exeter on Ronte 150 in Kensington. 

Mnscarello told Desk Officer Reginald Toland that as he walked aloug the 
highway, a large. brilliant object began making passes on an adjacent field and 
house and along the highway. Not knowing what it was and being nnderstand- 
ably shaken. le crouched in a ditch along the road as the object, so brilliantly 
red that its shape could not be determined iu the glow, made what seemed to 
hint to be searching passes at him. 

Shortly thereafter the “thing” disappeared silently, ax quickly as it lad ap- 
peared. Muscarelle then hitehed a ride te the police station and related what 
he had geen. 

Athlough Muscarello’s story was extraordinary, Patrolman Bertrand drove him 
back to the seene of the ineident in the police cruiser. When they arrived, 
nothing was there, 


POLICK SEE UFO 


Officer Bertrand suggested that they waik into the field where the flying object 
was last seen, and they were joiued there by Exeter Patrolman David Hunt, 
who atso drove to the scene, Bertrand was talking reassuringty wheu Muscarelle 
shonted “Look, ibere it is. rising up from hehind those trees.” The officers spun 
around and looked. 

Frem behind a stand of trees in the black of the night. 2 lige blinding glow 
of brilliant red light surrounding it, the object rese. not fast but wareringly. 

It traveled slow do yawed slightly front side to side. They were stonued 
by the blinding red light as it moved toward them across the field. The object 
seemed toe be coming trward then: and Bertrand made a move toward his pelice 
service Tevalver but thenght better of it. Then the three meu ran to the police 
eruisers, When questioned en the size ef the object, Officer Bertrand estimated 
it to be “about the size of a house.” 

Usually, when incidents such as this are reported. the sightings take ptace 
over a period of a few seconds. but in this instance, (he men ehserved the object 
for 15 or 20 minntes at what appeared ta bea relatively short distanee. 

One of the most amazing points which Officer Bertrand made while being in- 
terviewed was the complete absence of sound as the flying object hovered over 
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a nearby farm building, casting a brilliant glow over the dwelling, while the 
farm animals in the barn caused a treniendous commotion. Horses whinnied 
and kicked the walls of their stalls. Then the object disappeared rapidly in the 
distance. 

ANOTHER SIGHTING 1 


Officer Eugene Bertrand’s report on the trio’s sighting of the strange object was 
made to Officer Toland, desk man at the Exeter police station, at 2:55 a.m. 

Then at 3:30 p.m. Officer Hnnt reported from his cruiser that. he had again 
sighted the UFO, while he was at the intersection of the Route 101 bypass in 
Exeter and Route 87 to Newfields from Exeter, 

Topping the strange activities, Hxeter police reported that a telephone call 
front an unidentified pay station in Hampton had been made by a hysterical man, 
but that the line had gone dead before the call could be completed or the pay 
plone station identified. The man had dialed the operator and cried “Get me 
the police” and said he had been chased by a flying saucer. 

Hampton police were notified, but nothing was determined about the point from 
which the call was made, what had frightened the man-—or why the ¢all was so 
abruptly broken off. . : 


NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
on AERIAL PHENOMENA, 
Washington, D.C., September 15, 1965. 
RaymMonn Fow Ler, j 
Wenham, Mass. : 


Dear Ray: Your excellent report on the September 3 New Hampshire sight- : fs $ TG QGNrEg So 
ings has been received. You certainly are to be commended for a prompt and : 

thorough investigation. The information is most interesting and will be of 
great value. We are very fortunate to have people of your ability donating their 
services to us. 

Mr. John Fuller of Saturday Review may be getting in touch with you about 
these sightings. He is doing a straightforward column (he writes “Trade 
Winds”) on the recent wave of sightings, and has long had a sincere interest in 
the subject. We are cooperating fully, and ¥ have given him a let of specific 
information. 

Our New York No. 2 Subcommittee in Chautauqua County (western New 
York.) and an intelligent young member have been investigating a landing report 
near Buffalo (Cherry Creek) August 19. It appears to be a solid case, and : 
caused several E—M effects. : 

On the same night as the New Hampshire sightings, two police officers near : 
Angleton, Tex. (Between Houston and gulf coast) saw a reddish UFO on the ! 
ground in a field, started to investigate until the object moved toward them— H 
whereupon they fled in panic. Sounds very similar to New Hampshire, but 
we may not be able to get much details. 

Thanks again for your hard work on our behalf. 

Sincerely, 


, Dies. Harr. 4 


AppENDUM iI 


(UFO Report, September 8, 1965, Kensington, NUH. (Bertrand-Hunt-Muscarello) } 


Subject: Weather, September . 1965, a.m. 
To: NICAP, Washington, D.C. ds des 
From: Raymond HK. Fowler, chairman: NICAP Massachusetts Investigating 
Subcommittee. ; 
U.S. Weather Forecast: Skies: Clear, Wind direction : Northwest, Wind 
velocity :5 miles per hour. Temperature: Lower fifties. 


spect. itted. 
Respectfully submitte ee ee 
NICGAP Investigator. 


50-066 O—68—No. 55——4 
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(Frem the Saturday Review, Oct. 2, 1965] 


ADDENDUM ITA (UFO RPT, Sepreurer 8, 1965, Kenstveton, N.H. (Berrranp- 
HUN T-MUSCARELLO) } 


Trape WINDS i 
(By John G. Fuller} 


When the tidal wave of reports about unidentified flying objeets hit even the 
august pages of the New York Times last summer, we made a mental note to 
follow the story through to see just what conclustons might eventually be drawn, 
State police in Oklahoma. Texas. Kaugag, and New Mexico had risked their jobs 
and reputations for sanity in reporting a wide number of observatious. corrobo- 
rated by radar trackings from the Tinker and Carswell Air Force Bases. Later, 
however, the Air Force made it a point to release a statement that the radar 
(rackings did not correspend to the visual findings of the Oklahoma Department 
of Public Safety, aud thextory disappeared frem the pages of the press. 

Skepticism is a healthy thing, especially when you get invelved with whirling 
stucers that defy the laws of aerodyuamics. But curiosity is also a powerful 
forew, and it was for this reason that we decided to track dowu at least oue 
specific case of UFO chasing. 

_ «A phone eall to the National hivestigations Conumittee on Aerial Pheusmenon 
in Washington, D.C., put us in touch with Richard H. Hall. its acting director. 
We learned from Mr. Hall that the Oklahoma State Police liad released a nine 
page report through tts department of public safety. contradicting the Air Force 
statewent and indicating that without question the Carswell Air Force Base 
radar trackings and the State police visual reports were identical. What's more, 
a steady streanr of now findings had been received by NICAP. Most interesting 
was A report that the NICAP representative in New England. Mr. Raymond 
Fowler. was just completing a survey on ai alleged landing of a UFO in Exeter, 
NUIL. witnessed by not just one hut two police officers. 

We talked successively and at Jengih to Mr. Fowler: Lientenant Cottrell of 
(he Exeter police; the Hampton, NEL, police desk ; James R. Bucknam, managing 
editor of the Manchester (NVBL) Union Leader: Officer Bertrand, of the Exeter 
police force; and the Peaxe Ait Porce Base in nea roy Portsniouth. NAL 

Undersiandably, the Air Force is extremely wary about the matter of UFO's, 
and the Pease base could only confirm that a large number of sightings uad heeu 
reported locally. ; 

Beyond that. however, we were able to piece together te following story : 

Shortly after midnight. on September 3. Ofticer Eugene Bertrand of the Exeter 
police force was on rontine duty cruising alung an overniss on Reate 101 near 
the yown. He pulled vp besides a parked var and found in it two wemen who 
were visibly disturbed, They reported to him that an airbome object, bright 
red and flashing, had been trailing then for siearly 12 miles, all the way from 
the towh of Epping. Bertrand, an Air Fores veteran of the Korean war, was 
skentical, made a routine radie report, aud weut on with his cruising. 

Within that same hour. Norman Muscarello, an 1&-rear-old resident of Exeter, 
was hifehhiking home from Amesbury, Mass., aud had reached a point 2 miles 
out of town along Route 150, uear Kensington. According to lis statement to 
the yolice, he looked uy into the sky and saw a similar object approaching hin 
with a yawing, kitelike motion. He threw himself against a stone wall while 
the object hovered over a nearby farmhouse. lighting uy the entire avea. He 
finalty made a rnin for the farmhouse as (he object sailed out of sight. Unable 
to make sense of his hysterical story. the farmer tovk no further action and the 
boy hitchhiked into town. Tiere he reported the story te the police, even though 
he was ina state bordering on shock. 

: Tt was neav abont 2 a.m. Oticer Bertrand was ealled ou lis ear radio and 
nistructed to take the boy hack to the farm area te investigate. 

; “fowas sure that these women and this kid lad seen a helicopter. or sowething 
like that.” Officer Bertrand (ald us. “But we went vut to the spot, and I parked 
the cruiser. [twas a elear night. Ne wind, No fog. We walked about a hundred 
yards out op the field, gear a barn where a lot of horses were kept. Then. the 
kid yelled, “There itis [ 
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“He was right. It was coming up ever a row of trees. There was no noise 
at all. It was about 100 feet in the air. and about 200 feet away from us. I 
could see five bright red lights in a straight row. They dimmed from right te 
left, and then from left to right—just jike an advertising sign does. It lit up 
everything around us, But it was silent. The horses started kicking aud making 
an awful fuss. aud the dogs in the farm started barking. The kid froze tn his 
tracks, aud I grabbed him and pulled him teward the police ear. 1 reached for 
my revalver and then thought hetter of if. Then Officer David Huut arrived in 
another patrol car, 

“We sat there and looked at it for at least 10 minutes. My brain kept telling 
ine that this deesat happen-—but it was. right in frout of my eves. There was 
po tail, ho wings, aud again no sound. it hovered there. stil] about LOO feet 
away. sort of floated and wohbled. J doit know what it was. All T can say is 
that it was there, and three of us saw it together.” 

Nobody else can tell you esactiy what it was, either. Lieutenant Cottrell will 
tell you that the whole story is ou the police blotter. and that yon can't find two 
better officers than Hunt and Bertrand. “Jf { didirt believe these guy: 
‘em ju a locked romn aud give ‘ent some blocks to play with.” he 
Hampton police will tell you that too many reHable people have reported these 
sightings to doubt them. The editors at the Manchester Union Leader and the 
Exeter News-Letter will tell you that the reports are from too mauy reliable 
sources to doubt. 

Moreaver. officials suspect other lecnt UFO landings have gone wireported. 
As Licutenant Cottrell said. “If To had seev that thing—and I was all alene, 
nobedr else would have ever heard about it.” 


{From the Haverhill Gazette, Oct. 27, 1963] 
Pentagon Doesn't BELIEVE UFO Exerrr Sigaitnes 


Wasnineton, D.C—The Peutagon believes that. after intensive investigation. 
it has eotue up with a uatural explanation of the UFO sightings in Exeter, N.IL. 
on September 3. 

A spokesinan said the several reports stenmed from “multiple objects in the 
aren,” by which they mean a high-altitude Strategie Air Command exercise out. 
of Westover, Mass.. was going om nt the time iu the area. 

A second important factor was what is ealled a weather inversion wherein a 
layer of eold air is trapped between warm layers. 

The Pentagon spokesinan said this unftural phenomena causes “sfars aud 
planets to dance and twinkle.” 

The spokesinan said “We believe what the people saw that night was stars 
and planets in wuusnal formations.” 

is is the official Air Force “explanation” for the September 3, 19657, UFO 
u gx in the Kensington-Exeter. NH. area. I have asked the USAF public 
information officer at the Pentagon tor a copy of their official evaluation for the 
subcommittee and NICAP files.’) 


Raysoxp E, Power, 
Chairman, NICAP Massachusetts Subcommittec. 


NICAP MassaCHUSkITS INVESTIGATING SUBCOMMITTEE, 
Wenham, ers. 
Subject: Addendum FV, UFO report. September 3, 1985 (Kensington, NH.) 
(Bertraund-Hunt-Muscarelio), 
Date: October 10. 1965. 
From: Rarmond E. Fowter, chairman, NICAP Massachusetts Subcomuniittee. 
To: NICAP. 

This newsclip identifying UFO reports in the southern New Hampshire area 
is misleading. At. the time of the September 3, 1965 UFO sighting I checked 
with the manager of “Sky-Lite Aerial Advertising Co.” and its aircraft was not 
flying on this night. On Getober 9 IT went over the advertising plane’s flight 
paths between August and October 8. The plane was not even airhorne between 
August 21 and September 10, 


1 See later USAF letter in file which reverses their position. 
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Joseph Rodina also informed me that his aircraft rarely flies into southern 
New Hampshire and when it does it is usually in the Salem and Manchester 
area, miles away from the Exeter area. He told nie that he had told the 
Amesbury News that perhaps some UFO's reported in New Hampshire could 
have hee his aircraft. UWufortunately, this newspaper used his statement to 
explain the sightings in the Seabrook avea which borders Kensington, N.A. 

The ‘Sky-Lite™ aireraft* does not carry red flashing lights. It carries a rec- 
tangular sign carrying white flashing lights. It was not airborne duriug the 
southeast New Hampshire UFO flap. I have notified the Amesbury News of 
the true facts and bave asked them to set the record straight. I ami issuing this 
addendum to avoid further confusion, 


RayMony 1. Fow er, 
Chairman, NIGAP Massachusetts Subconunittee. 


[From the Amesbury (Mass.) News, Oct. 6, 1963] 
UFO WenTiFigep as Ap GIMMICK 


The unidentified flring object spotted in this area by many residents has finally 
heen identified. 


ts a fying biboard whieh contains 500 high-intensity lights that spell out an 
advertising message. 

The electronic billboard is towed by a specially rigged light aircraft owned by 
Sky-Lite Aerial Advertising Agency of Boston aud piloted by Daniel C. Vale of 
Lendonderry, N.H. 

-Reeently the rig has heen flavwn over the Ameshury. Seabrook, and southern 
New Hampshire area carrying the advertising message, “Put a Tiger in Your 
Tank—See Your Esso Dealer.” 

However, when spotted from an angle net directly below the aircraft, it gives 
the appearance of a flying saucer, quite like the “UFO's” described by the area 
residents. 

A spokesman for the firm said the sign is 10 feet wide and 40 feet long. ‘The 
plane can tnrn on a dime, and when it turns. it gives the appearance of being 
stationary.” the spokesman said. 

Earlier Sights of the night-flying billboard south of Boston alse prompted a 
flash to UFO reports before the “secret” was discovered. 


UFO SuMMARY SHEET 


UFO reports—Ncpt. 3, 1966 


Nuinher Witness—Name and address Age Location of UFO sighting Time e.a.t. 
1....-.. | Tuidentified woman motorist... - () Route 10L, Epping to Exeter, | —12:30 a.m. 
N.H. 
Qand 3.._| Norman J. Musearelle, 20514 Front 18 | Route 150, Kensington, N-H. :00 a.m. 
st.. Exeter, NII. Russell aid Dining proper. | +2:25 a.m. 
ki 
3..... -..| Officer Eugene F. Bertrand (Exeter 32 1.. Do. 
Police Department) Pickpocket. 
Road, Exeter, N.1, | 
Dee cake | Officer David R. Hunt, 11 Charles 969)) se. AOn ne es Se ec eacseciy) S288 aam.. 
St., Exeter, N.H. (Exeter Police | 
Department) 4 
4..--..-.., Officer David R. Wunt_.--..-- 22... ---.-++-| Route 85/161 Bypass, Exeter, | 3:30 a.m. 
NHL. 
5.....-..-| Unidentified man. 3 Hompton, N.H..- ‘ Barly am. 
i 
1 Not available. 
BACKGROUND 
I received news of the sighting throngh newsclips aud from a friend whose 
nieve is a policewoman for the Exeter. N.H.. Police Department. T arrived at 


the Exeter police station at 6:40 ain. on September 11, and interviewed Officer 


*Norr.--This atreraft flies ont of Beverly Airpart. Beverly, Mass, Usualty the aircraft 
fifes along the esast to Baston and ba (rarely is airborne atter 1 p.m. 


HOLT 


Hunt who filled out aud sigued an eight-page UFO questionaire and later gave 
permission to use his wame in ceamection with the report. 1 preceeded to the 
yesidence of Norman Muscarello and discevered that he was ont of State witil 
September 1. Arrangements Lave been made for a personal interview npon 
his retur L then drove out to the sighting area of sightiugs two and three. 
and interviewed residents in the general area. Next. E went to the heme of 
Officer Bertrand and drove hint back to the area of sighting two and three where 
ie filled cut a UFO questionnaire, signed it and gave NICAP perimissiou Co nse 
bis name in connection with his sighting. While at the sighting area he gave 
me a detailed deseription of the sightings and related information. I inter- 
viewed others in the area who had related information and arrived back howe 
at 2:45 pin. My brother, Richard A. Fowler, and LT returned to the area aud 
took photographs. We walked several niles along some powerlines near the 
sighting avea examining this area for any signs of a EO landing. We foel that 
the UFO inight have been attracted to the area by these powerlines. We found 
nothing. 


SIGHTING ACCOUNT NO. 1 


At approximately 12:80 a.m. edt. Officer Bertrand eanie upon ene woman 
(not two as reported by newspapers) parked in au antomoebile on route LOL just 
outside Exeter. When asked if she needed help she said exeiledly that she had 
been chased along Route 101 between Epping and Exeler for 12 miles by a fying 
object which was encircled with a brilliant red glow. She stated that the 
object dived at her moving autoinobile several times. When Bertrand asked 
wheve the object was. she pein(ed to what he thonght was a bright star ou the 
horizon. He dismissed the incident and after watching the light source for a few 
niinutes to reassure the woinat he proceeded on in the cruiser. Ue dismissed 
the incident and did not attach enough importance to the woman's recount to 
warrant obtaining her name. 


BIGIITING ACCOUNT NO, 2 (MORE DETAILS FORTHCOMING PENDING 
PERSONAL -IN TERVIEW ) 


At approximately 1 aan. ed... Nerman Muscarello was walking along Route 
4150 in Kensington, N.H., abont 2 miles from Exeter. He had heen visiting in 
-Ameshury, Mass. and bad been thumbing rides home te Exeter. As he apy 
proached the Clyde Rusxell resideuce le Was alarmed to see an object carrying 
at least four extremely bright ved pulsating lights emerge from nearby woods 
nud maueurer over the field adjoining (he road whieh belongs to Cart Dining. 
It moved over the Clyde Russell Lome and hovered there. The house was only 
=) to 30 feet from where Muxcarello stood and the object appeared to be just a 
matter of several fect frem the roof, Frightened thoroughly he creuched down 
beside the stonewnil which runs along the field. Several times it seemed to move 
closer to linn. Its lights were so bright that the Russell Lome was hpathed 
with a red glow. The size af the object seemed to be mneh larger than the 
Russell home aud Musenrello laier told the police it was 80 to 90 feet long. The 
was completely silent. Then it moved back over the Cart Dining field 
and disappeared over the trees. Muscarello pounded on the door of the Clyde 
Russell home shouting that he had seen a “flying saucer.” The Russells woke 
up but refused to answer the door thinking that the hoy was drtmk or some- 
thing. Muscarello finally gave up and started down the road toward Bxeler, 
He flagged down a passing autemobile and received a ride to the Exeter police 
~tation. 

(The above account is based npon information received trom Officers Hunt and 
Bertrand. T hope to receive more detailed information from Norman Mus¢ rello 
persanally as soon as he returus from Rhode Island.) 


SIGHTING ACCOUNT NOLS 


BMusearello reported the incident to Desk Officer Reginald Towland at about 
1:45 aan. edt. He was white with fear aud hardly able to talk. A radio call 
was made to Officer Bertrand asking him {o return te the station, piek wp 
Musearello and investigate at the scene of the sighting which he did. Upon 
arriving at the Carl Dining field the object was uowhere fe be seen. A fter wait- 
ing and locking from the cruiser for several minutes, Bertrand radived head- 
quarters that there was nothing there and that rhe bey nest have been 
imagining things. It was then suggested that be exmnine the field hefore 
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returning. sw Bertrand and Musearello advanced into the field. As the police 
offiver plaved his finshlight beam baek and forth aver the field. Mnscarello 
sighted the object rising slowly from behind seme nearby trees and shouted. 
Bertrand swig aromid and saw a large dark object carrying a straight row of 
four extraordinarily bright rei pulsating lights coming into the field at tree 
top level. It swung arsund teward them just clearing a 60- te 70-foot cree aud 
seemingly ouly 100 feet away from them. lnstinetively Officer Bertrand drew 
lis service vevelver. (He stated thar Muscarelio said that le shouted “DIL shoot 
te) lat thinking this unwise replaced it aud yelled to Muscarello te take cover 
in the erniser, He told me that be was afraid that they beth would be burned 
by the blinding lights closing in eu them. Ther ran to the eruixer where 
Bertrand imuuediately put in a radio eall to headquarters for arsistance. Officer 
Hunt arrived within minutes and the trio observed the object move away over 
and below the tree line, 


Pata tsighting No, 3)—Based on signed. questionnaires and intervicurs with 
Oftecrs Bertrand and Hunt. 

Tuere is confusion concerning the exact times of the sighting. The police 
stated (ae the newspaper acvount stated that Musearello arrived at the station 
at 12 aw, is incorrect nnd that it was probably close to 2 a.m., edt. I have 
arbitrarily assigued the time as being 1:45 am. ed.t., after taking every- 
thing inte consideration. Muscarello's mother also thought it was closer ta 2 
wm. Verhaps after my interview with Musearelln, T will be able to pinpoint the 
{ine more exactly. Based wpon the 1:45 a.m. time and the fact that when the 
trie returned te beadqnarters and reported the sighting No. 3 ta Desk Officer 
Towland at exaetly 2:55 aan. 1 figure that sighting No. 3 teok place approxi- 
mately between 2:25 aud 2:40 a.m, 

Sighting No.3 togk place over the field of Carl Dining in Kensington, N.H. on 
Route 150 about 3 miles south of Exeter, N.H. The duration of the observation 
Was about 10 minntes by Officer Bertrand and Norman Masearelin and about 5 
minutes by Officer Hunt when he joined the pair at the Held. Theve was no 
trace of diavlight at iw sighting time, The weather was dry and cool with a 
slight breeze. Observing couditions were excellent. "Phe muon had set at 12:15 
pm. @d.t., and fhe sky was studded with stars. The exact shape of the object 
could net he seen by either police officer although Bertrand tuld me that it 
seeled eninpressed as if ic were round or egg-shaped with definitely no pro- 
trustous like wings, rudder or stabilizer. 1 hope to obtain wore details from 
Musearelle coneeming the shape. size, and se forth of the object. 

The object carried at least four extremely brilliant pulsating red lights which 
appeared to flash in a steady sequence. They were arranged ina fixed straight 
ine posiliou, Officer Bertrand said that they were brighter than any light he 
had ever seen and at close range be found that he could not leok directly at them. 
He had the impression that he and Musearello might have been burned if they did 
He evrapared their brightness to 


dark sotid object. The reflection off the object’ body cansed a halo effect around 
t. Both officers had eyeginsses on when viewing the object. Neither officer 
would give an estimate of how large the object itself was although Bertrand was 
qvoted to have said that it was as “big as a honse.” Bertrand told me that it was 
very large but the lights obscured it preventing him from seeing enovgh of it to 
know how large. When Officer Hunt arrived the object had moved off so what he 
Hhinks he only saw two of the lights. I was, however, able te obtain a statement 
ron Bertrand concerning fue apparent size of the object. He stated that when 
the object was at its closest that if was ahnost the apparent size ofa “grapefruit” 
held at ams length. When he first sighted it the size seemed to be that of a 
“baseball” leld at arm's length. He estimated that i¢ was 200 yards away when 
te first spotted it after Mnscareilo shonted. He said that at its closest approach 
it Just clenred a nearby G0- to TO-fect tree. He said the object was very close and 
bat it appeared to be about 100 feet away. While viewing it from the cruiser it 
mannvered over the field at about 500 Yards away before moving out over the 
free line. Ags it moved the ohject seemed to tilt back and forth from side to side. 
The Sighting area was open countryside with farms, fields, and woods. The 
object was first seen tn the northeast and last seen in the north moving in an east 
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to west flight pattern in a straight line with an elevation of about 10° above the 
treeline. Both officers had read a little an UFO Neither wonld venture at 
opinion as to what the vbject was but Offiecr Bertrand stuled flrat it was definitely 
hot an airplane or helicopter and that iu his opinion flat it we <ul] intelligently 
econstructei and operated vehicle. No sound was heard by the withtess even al 
close range but apparently the animals in the nearby barn of Carl Dintug could 
hear or seuse something that. frighteued them as during sighting No. 2 aud Ne. 3 
they whinnied and kicked their stalls. The dog which belonged to people arrose 
the road was barking furiensly. No interference was noticed] ou the police radit 
nor were the lights and ignition of the cruiser affected. Neither officer would 
estimate the object's speed but stated it was very slow. No scorched marks or 
indentations were found in the field. Both officers agreed that their signed state- 
ments aud names could be used by NICAP in connection with the report. 


SIGHTING ACCOUNT NO. 4 


At 3:30 am. ed.t.. Offiter Hunt sighted what appeared to be the saine object 
hovering in the distance while at the Rente 85-190 bypass in Exeter. He radioed 
Officer Bertrand who teld him it was probably a star. Shortly after this he looked 
for it again but it Wad disappeared. Since there was little detail in this sighting 
T did not bother le prohe for details. 


SIGHTING ACCOUNT NO. 5 
To add to the excitement the police and others teld me that an unidentified 
hysterieal man tried to call the pulice during these early morning hours {0 Te- 
port a TEO. He dialed the operator from a pay station in Hanrptou. NAL. and 
excitedly asked the operator to connect him with the police as be had been chased 
by a “Siving saucer.” Before the eall conld be put through to the police, the tele- 
phone connection went dead. Neither the man or the partienlar Waipten pay 
station could be traced. 
MILITARY INVESTIGATION 


Officer Bertrand infonned me flat soon after they made their report of sight- 
ing No. 3 to Desk Officer Towland they notified Pease AFB, Portaniouth, NEL, 
of the sighting by phone. Later Pease AFB phoned back and arranged for 
the police officers to be interviewed. Af around @ aan. that same morning, 
a USAF major and lientenant in uniforms arrived. questioned them and drove 
hoeth Bertrand and Hunt out to the Carl Dining field where ther had sighted 
the UFO. They asked more questions and retumed with the police officers 
to the station, The CSA¥ offieers asked the police to try te keep the sighting 
from the press so ax to avold alarming the local people. The police told the 
USAF officers that if was too late for this as several reporters already had 
the story. (One had driven from Manchester on a meterercle complete with 
Dlaek jacket. helmet. and goggles. 1 heard privately that he gave the police 
quite a start when he came inte the station looking like a man from outer 
spaee. 

Vee aaa told me that most of the «questions asked were the same as 1 had 
asked. The USAF team were particularly interested in the xize and shape 
of the object. One qnestion that stuck in Bertrand's mind was that they 
wanted to know if the chickens an the Carl Russell residence next to the field 
were awakened and alarmed during the sighting. (Apparently they were not 
disturbed as they were not heard during the sighting although they may have 
and just were not heard as the chieken house is probably 300-400 vards, at 
least from where Mnxearello aud Bertrand were standing in the field.) 

Three interesting items told to fhe police were that (1) that a USAF check 
had revealed no aircraft in the area duving the time sizhting No, 3 occurred: 
(2) that Pease APB had been receiving other UFO reports in the New Hamp 
shire area almost nightly during ihe previous week: (9 they mentioned a 
Sighting which took place in late Jniy concerning an automobile eomihg upen 
a UFO hovering over the road in front of them. I have ihe details and hope 
to look into it. 

After returning Officers Bertrand and Hunt to leadquarters, both the major 
and lientenant retarnel to the sighting area and questioned resideuts living 
uear the field, Mrs. Muscarelo told me that (ve USAF officers had questioned 
her sop at leugth and that a U.S. Navy officer also came te the honse and asked 
several questions abont the sighting. 
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INTERESTING SIDELIGHTS 


1. Mr. and Mrs. Chase of Kensington who live a few isiles down Route 160 
told wwe that: 

(a) An Air Puree officer had gone around to all the stores selling news- 
papers in Exeter and purchased all copies of the Manchester, N.EL., Union 
Leuler newspaper which carried a detailed account of those sightings and 
a posed photo of Herman Musenrello and Officers Bertrand. Hunt, and 
Towland. The police had net heard of this and 1 did not check further. 

(a) Mrs, Chase. a nnerse, was on duty at the Uxeter Hospital during the 
sightings aud teld ine that the Fampton. NH. police phoucd the hospital 
to see 2 man Was brevght inte the hospital suffering a heart attaek or 
shock. his was iu relation to the hysterical man whe tried to reach the 
police by plione zbout being chase by a CEO. Reference sighting No, 4. 

Chase also told me that a friend ef hers, a 
works as a eorrespoudent tor the “Haverhill (Massy. 
and was asked by the USAF not ta pnbiish UFO reve 
did. as Thave a copy of her article dated September 7, i 
A Mrs. St. Laurente of Kingston Road, Kensington, NY. told a chureh 
minister friend of mine that her brother. who usually cuts the bay on the 
Carl Dining field, refnses is do so because he has heard that the luy has been 
conftuninated ly radiation, 

3, The police teld me that for the past few weeks previons to the sightings 
they have received reports from people, some of thein persunal friends, of th 
whole hovse suddenly being momentarily illuminated by a bright reddish glow 
after ther had gene to bec No objects were seen. 

4. Mr. and Mrs. DeMarco, N. Tampton Road (Route &8), Bampton, N.EL, 
observed a star-like object blinking red which alternately hovered and moved 
in the western sky between 9 and 9:30 pan. on September 5, 1965. Since Venus 
huiad set and Mr. DeMarce was a fermer USAF control tower operater who 


assured me that it was nat an aireraft. T thonght the report was worth 
mentioning, 


spaper 
(However, she 


Rice, who owns a CB radio told me that be wns talking over his 
radio with a Portsmouth. N.H.,-police cruiser on September 7. 19 about &:00 
pm. edt. The officer told him that he was ont investigating a UFO report and 
asked Ar. Rice to give bim a call if he spotted it. The d the TRO was supposed 
to be over the Hampten Falls area near where Mx. Rice lives on Rrnte 88. No 
UFO was seen by Mr. Riee. The erniser used ent) tetlers KALA-SU16 and used 
both channel No. 2 and No. 6 

6 Since the UFO sighting ai the Carl Dinive field. many cars pull up and 
wateh for the objeet at night. Mr. Diniug had te reve off the e1trance to his 
Held and post it as people were litter S property. 

7. Mrs. Muscarello thinks the USAF Lieutenant's uame was Brant. 

8. Om uy first two visits te the Carl Dining field en the morning of September 
11, 1965, T saw a lew-flring C-119 Sear pass over the area oy both 
orcastons. 

9 Other civihian (TEO Tuvestigerors were gi 
was very fartunate to have re 


yen the brashaff by the police. T 
ved such a good response from them. 


EVALUATION 
Characters of witnesses 

Muscarello: Comes from twice-broken her 
wid is well-known by them-—-usnally a cacl, ¢ 
view with him Dean say no mere, 

Bertrand and Bunt: Credible witnesses 
relate onty facets -[ vod net even por 
objects real size and sy ed. 


T 


ne—has had problems with police 
lm boy. Until my personal inter- 


gard vlserver 
Ade theta fo gn 


with a Keen desire to 
sai estimates of the 


The sightings 


Sighting No. 1: Phere is enongh sit 
report and the detailed sightines 


ilariiy between the whideutified woman's 
. 2 and Noe, & te warrant its prebable an- 
thenticity. The chances ufo pert eecurring the same morming, unless 
if were anthenutie, is astrenon Tt is pessible that ihe ebject she pointed out 
to Officer Bertrand was Jnpiter aml uel the ebjert that had chased her. 
Sightings Ne. 2 nnd No. &: The credibility of the wituescing police officers 
conpled with the sightines of Mnsearello: the mang trpical UFO characteristics 
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exhibited by the object; the other correlated CFO reports and the military's 
interest and actions concerning the UFO reports, rate these as first-class UFO 
sightings by this investigator. . ; 

Sighting No. £: Tusufficient information bul interesting. 

Sighting No. Again. the chances are astronomical that several people 
entirely independent of one aunther should report that they were “chased by 
a flying saucer" in the saine general area. It is possible concerning sighting No. 5 
that someone could have been monitering the police radio couversations about 
the UFO reports and decided to play a little joke but this seems unlikely. Not 
many people, other than responsible law enforcement officers are np tuning the 
police radio and at these wee hours of the morning. Thus, the report is probably 
eenuine. Why tbe unidentified man did not or could uot eomplete his eall to 
the police will have to remain on open questien ulless he steps forward and 
relates what happened. ats 

I was able to talk io many people during my investigation. The great majority 
did not appear to be frightened about the iucideut. This ix contrary to what the 
USAF team thought would occur if the story got in the newspapers. Instead of 
fear, I found a tremendous curiosity on the part of people to know more about 
UFOs. Strangely enough many openly voiced the interplanetary origin theory 
without any encouragement frou me. Several years age very few people other 
than those who have read widely about EFO's would talk like this. Slowly but 
surely over the years the public has been becoming VRO-couseious : Reports Uke 
this oue coupled with wide publication will help nich in inferming the pwblic- 
at-large of the reality and problem of UFO's. 
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UG. G DATA SKEET Page one} 
This questio..nairo has bee: prepared so that you ca. giva as much 
fuformation as possible cocernisg tho "Unidcatified Plying Chject™ 
that you have observed. Please try to answer as mi.y questiois as 
you possibly can. The isfemnation that you give will be used for 
Yesearch purposes. Your nane will not be used iu counection with 
any statements, co..clusio.s, or publicatious without your permission. 
Tha .k you very much for your cooperatio. in this matter. 


Investigators Natio..al Investigation Conmittee on oe Phesomena : 


Raysoud &. fowler 


13 Frierd Court Lou ee 


| wWenhan., Massachusetts WAS SHE WTR g TIN 


1. hea did you see the object? 2. Time of day: 


3 L9CK l 
oY HONTH YAR {Circle One): or P.M. 
3. Tima zoue: (Circle One): GD cestem (Circle One): @> Daylight 
bp. Central saving Tima 
c. Moustala 7 
a. Pacific Lea sea 
e. Other _ 


| 4, dhere wera you whe: you saw the opject? 


Kews'as7ou RFD Kea) tridp Too) Meh. 


Nearest Postal Addrass City or WT State or Cowitry 


Additioual remarks: 


“QO 
HOURS INUTES SECONDS 


5. sstimate how lo.g you saw the object. 


Circle one of the followi,.g to indicate how cartaix you are of 
your auswar to Questios 5. 2 
a. Certala c. Not very sure 


° (br Pairly certasu da. Just a guesa 


5.1 


6. what was the ca:dition of the sky? 


(Circle One): a. Bright daylight d, Just a trace of daylight 
b. Oull daylight e. (Gg) trace of daylight 
ec. Bright twilight f. Don't remember 


7, IE you saw the object duriiug DAYLIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, where was the 
‘ sUad located cs you looked at the objoct? 

a. In frout of you ec. To your right e. Overhead 
Nia b. in zu ; a. To you, 7 ee £. Don't remember 
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Page 2 
If you saw th object at HIGHT, TWILIGHT, or JAWN, what did you notice 
co: cer.l.g the stags a.d NUON? 
8.1 sTARS fetecye Oue)i a. Nowe 
: v. fs 
i cc. 
da. 


@.2 MOON (circle one}: 


a. Bright moo:.light 
b. Dall rooinlight 

c. No nooulight- dark 
da. Doutt remember 


We 


Don’t remember 


Is. Was the object brighter tha.. the backgroud of the sky? 


(Circle ove); @ ¥ES. b, XO C. DON'T ReMoMgcQ 


LO.Tf it was BRIGHTZR THAN the sxy background, was the brightuess like that 


of a. autonobile headlight appeariig to be? (CIRCLS ONE BuLOW): 


a. a tile or mere away?(a dista.t car) 

b. several blocks away? 

ce A Dlock away? 

d. oeveral yaris away? " , 

@. Other? “Peewlen Then Map dgt/eT 
Close RANE 


1h. Did the odject: (Circle One for each question) 
a. Appear to staid still at a.y time? Yos DOUET KNOW 
b, sudde.ly speed up aid rush away at aay time? Ys JON'T KNOW 
c. Break up 1.to parts or explode? Yas OON'T KiiOW 
d. Give cff smoke? 3 DON'T KNOW 
e. Chasge brightuess? MQ. DON'T KNOW 
£, Cha.ge she e7 Yes DON'T Kyow 
g. Flicker, throb, or pulsate? > NO voN'T KNOW 
12. id the object move behi:.d- something at aiy time, particularly a cloud? 
(Circle One): ves DON’T KNOW If you a.swered yes, the: 
tell’what it moved behi.d: 
f 
13, Did the object move ia fro .t of somethi ig at aay time, particularly 
eretouse Yes (0) DON'T KNOW (Circle One) 
If you a.swered yes, tha. tell what it moved 1; frost oft 
jis. Oa the object apear(Circle (me): QOLIJ? TRANSPARSNT? DON'T KNOW 
) 48. Sid you observa the object 


through auy of the followi.ig? 
a. wyeglasses 25) 50 a. Window class 

b, fun cglagsna Yao 0 e : 

ce Whe tahte iG Yas NO fe 


yo g. Other 
zo) 
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Page 3 
16. Tell ia Few words th oJ thiugs about the object. 
a. SOUND Algae 
b. COLOR keD 
2 
icty Draw a picture that .'21 show the shape of the object or objects. Label 
aad iuclude in your sketch asy details of the object that you saw such aa 
‘wings, protrusio.s, etc., a.d especially exhaust trails or vapour trails. 
Place a., arrow beside the drawing to show the directiouw the object was 
moving. ‘ 
sir eer eas! 
ps a Im ae cecal boat aman 
tT wlsT— fF 
oe | or 
‘ Cmte 
ag! 
XN ; 
3 
ATs RED 417078 
fev Lure 
Fers4ing | Ft ashing 
18. The edges of the object were: [ 
(Carcle One): a. Fuzzy or blurred e. Other LH f/s WERE 
b. Like a bright star be Barat Thaw 
¢. Sharply outlined CREMTED A Pe 
19. If there was MORE THAW ONE object. theu how macy wera there? 
Draw a picture of how they were arra.ged, aid put au arrow to show 
i the directio, that they were travelling. 
Vic 
i 
i 
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20. Draw a picture that will show the motic:, that the object or Pages 
objects nade, Place a: “AY at the bvegiand..g of the pathr 
a "B™ at tha c..d of the pathy ad, show ay chs .ges ia 
direaectis.:; duri:.g the course, 


oe OE | 


1? POSSI abe, 


try to queso or estimate what the real size of the object 
was in its lougest dime:siow,. Nj it Feet. 


How Large did the object or ohjecte appear as compared with o.e of the 
foliowlng ovjects “held™ i.. the ha:d at about arm's leugth? 


(Circle One): a. Head of a pla g. Sliver dollar al 
b. Pea {~ Gy Bacedall age gud 
c. Dime Grapefruit 
d. Nickel j. Basketball 
Av @ yuarter: k. Other 
€. Hal£-dollar 


pe 22.1 CIRCL: ONs of tha followi.g to i.dicate how certal., yom ara of 
S your a swer to Yuastio.. 22. 


pd astin UA Mae ears + (&) Not very sure 
d De Fatrly certaia ad. Uncertal . 


jes # seagied iash en Arent MUP EGA 5 
3 | fo anyanela* - r 
Br S06 Youte * 
‘ : 
23. How did the object or objects disappear fror. view? 


DROPPED BE tows Tree Line 


- In order that you ca. giva ag clear a picture as possible of what you 
| Baw, we would like for you to imagi.e that you could co, struct the 
if objecy that you saw, Of what type MATERIAL would you make it? How 

LaRGo would it be, a.d what SWAe. would it have? MSeseribe 4.1. your 
own words a conmo. object or objects which whe. placed up 1: the 
\ sky would give the sane appesra.ce as the Object which you saw. 


fn 
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Paga 5 
i 25. Where were you located whan you 26. Were you (Circle Ona)z 
saw the object? (Circle One): i 
? 
&. Inside a buildiu a. Inu the business sectio. af city 
b. In a car ae iB b. In the residestial section of j 
outdoors 4 a city? 

S In ai airplaie iay In opai cou.trysida? 
e. At sea a. Plyisg sear a: airfield? 

. Other e. Plyiig ovar a city? 
. f. Flyiug over opes country? 

g. Other 


27. What were you doiag at the time you saw the object, a.d bow did you 


happen to wotice it? 
vue) Fo ss 1s 77 1B apace ote! Bong 


aaa 
28 If you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or ether vehicle at the time, than 
complete the wvollowi.g questious: 


28.) What directio. were you movlig? (circle One}! 


a. North Gc. cast e. South ge Weat 
Mie b. Northeast d, Southeast £, Southwest oh. Northwest 


28.2 How fast were you waving? milea per hour 
28.3 Did you stop at a.y time while observing object? 


{circle One}: YES no 
23. what directio.. were you looking whe.. you FIRST SAW the object? scree 
iS, 
| a. North c. sast e. South ge Nest 


GP Northeast d. Southeast £, Southwest h, Northwest 


30. what d@irctio, were you lookiag whe.. you LAST SAW the object7{Circle One) 
| &> Nerth Cc. east a. South g. West 
pb. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest 


———| 
| 31. If you are fandldar with bearing termsla.:gular direction), try to 
HT estimate the wumber of degrees the object was from true North aud 
also the the umber of degreaes it was upward from the horizoulelevatiosd 


! 31.1 when it first appeared: 
Nit 


a. Fron, true North degrees 

b. From horiz.i "_degreas 
31.2 Wha. it disappeared: 

a. From true North degrees 

b. From horizoa _Yegrees 


1 
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| 32. i the followi.g sketch, imagine that you are at the podut show. 
elace a. "AY oO. the wurved w2 to show Lew high tn. object was above 
j the horiszo. (skyli.c) whe. you FIRST saw it. Placa a "3" cu the sane 
{ curved li... to show .ow high the object was above the herdizo. (skyline) 
Whe. you List saw it. 
i_ ? a 
I 
i 
| | 
33% ou Shen following larger sketch place a.. “AT at the position the object 
as ne 3 phe sends saw it, a.d a "BY at its gositio. whe, you Last 
saw 7 Refer to snaller sketch asa. exaple of “ mt 
the larger sketch.) gs Reve Se ceenaal ete 
ae 


seve there a y KUCWG arreraft 1. the eky durd 


rele Ona) Yes DP 


rd Flyleg . jeetr (Circle Que): 


erea Y-2, plese circle Tyvs of atreraft: 


‘bias aa CUM, -ROIAL PRLVATS 2 


wet whe. 2 haves 


red Yep, wis tt followl.g or attempti g to i tercept 


g your sightdig? 


Yu> wo 


WOVLELER | . { 
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fa rage 7 
: 34, ‘yhat were the weather co ditio..s at the time you saw the vbject? 
34-1 cLOvSs(Cirele One} 34.2 WNo(Circle Gre} | 
: Cleir sky &, do + ' 
, Bb. Hazy G&) slight »>reeze 
‘ c.scattered clouds c. stro.g wi d 
: d. Uhick of heavy clouds d. Jo. 't remember if 
i B. vo. remember i 
| 34,3 deaTHeR(Cirelu One) 34.4 TekPcRATURC (Circle One) 
} ee : a. Cold 
7 ste Of Light rain cool 
race or hgavy rain dart 
! d. Hot 
j &. Wt renemser e, Don't remember 
4 
| 35. Whe. cid you report tu sove official that you had see: the object? 
i 
i Official or Grganizatio. Name(s) boy Mo.th Year 
i PEEK OFFICER Exeter PD. om <a 6 
; of FItER IbtnsD 
: 
i 
( 
ery sos i 
! t 
' 36. Have you read literature pertai i.g tu Unide. tified Plyi.g Objects? H 
| (Cirele One) Gs) No Z£ Yes, how much? (Circle One) A LITTLs? 
‘ Ss MOQDRATELY? ST sIoTVLy? 
} 37. Was a yo.e else with you at the time you saw the ooyect? 
(Circle One) Gas» uO 
i 37.1 LF you asswered Y.S, did they see the object too? 
t aa 
) (Circle Une) Kea no 
‘ 
i 37.2 Please list their -ames a d addresses if you circled ’yus: 
(Antach seyarate sheet for above) 
i 7 = Saas i 
Was this the first time that you had seei au abject(s) like this? 
(Cirele de) ep) NO 
28.1 Lf you e -vsred WO, the.. whe. where, a d under what circu: sta cea 
did you see the other o..e(s)? 
/ 39. ts ovi.to , what do YOU thi k the object(s) was ad what might 


© Pe net Know? 


ree 


50-066 -86-No $5.6 
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40. 


vofyou thi k youca ect ce tha specc vf the object? Page 3 


(Circle One) Yeo & 


red Yas, the, wnat speed would you estimate? Meet 


Us you eni .K you ca how far eyay From you the object was? 


(Circle Ou) SO 


If you a.swexed Yes, the how far away would you say it was? lOO Feet 


! 

42. 
i 
' 


Did the Object(s) cause any 1 terfere..ce with the operatio. oft 
(Circle Where applicable) RADIO? TV? LIGHTS? OTHLR? ASOAL 
I? you u.darli ed ay of above, explai.. the 1 texfere.es bolow: 


43. 


Nae a photo take. of the Object(s)? (Circle Ona) Yes 
Mould you be willi g to submit a copy? (Cirele One) YuS yO 


Df you circled Yes, ylease se..d copy t..dicati.g mo.etary rei -burgeme..ti 


aa, 


Le you belo.g to a y Orgasizetio.. which 1 .vestzgates Unide: tified 
Plyi..g Objects? {Circle Que} YRS Tf Yes, list them below: 


we , viish your report if you ae 1s kegco fide tial? ~¥ uO 
May we publish your report ad use your ame? wo 
: {Circle One} 


Please give tre folilowi g i.fer.atio, abont 1: £3 
ce BOR TRG Dal ANE yoursel 
Hamme First Nae i 
ww PiekRekaeT RP EXETER NH 


AODRLSS 


street City , State 
fone wumaur 772-49 '7 3 


‘nat de your prese.t jobs _ Pollck OF FreKER 
Gs Bu SuX 
Please indicate 2 y educatio.al traini.g you have hadi (Nunber of yeard 


a. Grade school 
Db. High school 
ec. College ah (Type of) 

dad. vost ¢recuate £. Other special tralid g? 


®. Tech.ical “school 


” 
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SES 
uF OG DATA SHEET Page one 

This questionaire has been prepared so that you ca. give as much 

juformation as possible co.cerning the “Unidestified Plylig Object" 

that you have observed. Please try to answer as many questiois as 

you possibly cas. The informatio that you give will be used for 

rasearch purposes. Your name will not be used in connection with 

a.y Statements, co..clusio.s, ox publicst4o.s without your permmisstou. 

Tha..k you very much for your coopsratic. in this matter. 


Raywoud &, Fowler Tint eo, nepotid aight 
i 13 Friend Court ad 4 mana op sere 


Wevohan, Massachusetts 


| 4.0 whes dia you see the object? | 2. time of days 


3 4 ITS 


: DAY HONTH«.” KLAR (Circle one): or 2M. 
3. Timea zouez (Circle One): G,) caster (Circle One)1 e> Daylight 
A central Saviag Tima 
c. Mouuraia 
d. Pacific Be oo 

e. Other 

‘ - | 

4. Where were you whe. you saw the object? ‘ 
\ Keng. hes RED iiteseces Aen: 
Nearest Hostal Address City oz Town State or Country 
} . 
Additioual remarks: 
1 5. sstimate how long yon saw the object. 4 5 a aa 
HOURS MINUTES SECONDS 
5.1 Cirele one of the following to 1:dileate how certal. you are of 

: your ansver te Question 5. i 

; a. Certadu c. Not very sure 

: (Drairly certein a. Just a quaas 

1 be 

4. what was the couditio:. of the sky? 

: (Cirele One): a. Bright daylight da. dust a trace of daylight 

' pe Dall daylight No trace of daylight 

! e. Bright twilight f. Don‘t remember 


objece duriug DAYLIGHT, TWILIGHT, ox DAWN, where was the 
as you looked at the object? 
a. Is Erout ef you Cc. To your right e. Cverhaad 


Ys -a bech Of you @. To your lett f£. Don't remember 


ae = ——{ 


PHORGCOPY FROM GERALD FORD LIBRARY 


3. 


le 


concent.g the olARS acd WOON? 


d.l sTARS (eircle oue)i a. None 
b. A fev 
: GS may 

da. Don't remember 


8.2 MOON (circle one): 


(a) aright moo tight 
DB. Qull roolight 

c. NO mooulight- dark 
d, 2on*t remember 


sew the object at NIGHT, TWILIGHT, or /OAWN, what did you aotLlee | 
i 
i 


9. 


das the object brighter tha. the background of the sy? 


dliclets ot 


i (Circle oe): Yes b. NO Cc. DON'T REMMSER 
i 
10.1f dt was BRIGHT. che sky background, was the brightness like that 
Of a. avtonebile headlight appeari.g to bee (CIRCLL ONZ S.LOW): 
{ a. Atdle or more away?(a dista.t car} 
i b. Several bicaks away? 
a. «A bleck y? 
Several yards away? 
Osher? “Big htren Haan 
clege iawg® 
11. Did the object: 


(Circle One for each questio.) 


a. Appear to stad still at a.y time? ves GQ) oON'T KNOW 
b. sudde.ly speed us aud rush away at aay time? 3 GQ) ONT kKicw 
c. Beeak up isto parts or explode? GO) SON'T KNOW 

oft stoke? NO) DON'T KNOW 
@ brightuess? HO DON'T KNOW 
£. Cha.ge shape? &D 2.0n'T know 
g. Flicker, throb, or pulsate? NO DOA'T KNOW 


22. oda the object move behi:.d something at ay time, particularly a cloud? 
I (Circle One): YS @) 30H'T KNOW If you avswered yes, thea 
tell what it moved behi 

\ iss 

143. Did the object wove i. fro.t of somethiig at avy time, particularly 
evclgua? Yeo (iQ) oON'T KNOW (Circle One) 
1£ you auswered yes, the tell what it moved ia froat of: 

} : 

{ la. oid the object appear(Cirele One)a OL1D2) TRANSPARGNT ? DON'T KNOW 

(Ge ie 


object through any of the followiug? 
NO a. dow glass Yop NO g. "Vher, 


——_ 
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Cor Licks 


Page 3 
16. Tell ia a few words the lollowiig thiugs about the guj 
a. SOUND Nope 
b. COLOR Red 
2 
17. Draw a picture that will show the shape of the object or objects. Lebel 
aad include 1; your sketch awy details of ject that you sau gucn as! 
wings, protrusio:s, etc., a.d especially e traile or vapour trail... 
Place a. arrow seside the drawing to show the direction the object was 
moviug. 
WEST ast or ie 
x oO . < 
Suro og Sehe - 


6) 


an oe gue 


18. 


Tne edges of the object were: ad 7 
(e.) Other Ligh:  weee so 


£4 


(Cirela One): a. Fuzzy or blurred 
b. Like a bright star 
c. Sharply outlined 


I€ there was MORE THAN ONE object, then bow may were there? 
Draw a picture of how they were arra.ged, a.d put an arrow to show 
the direction that they were travelling. 


Tue ok mthrec red 


Likes ee er Cs Masts 


placking 


Ast ye weed, 
RY whee wt 60 wags CO 
oe SS 
a Sta A, 5 

¥ hy 
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29. 


BAe ee a 


uraw a picture that will chew the motio. that the object or Fege: 4 
objects nade. Pvlace a. "A" at the beqil uiag of the pathr 

a “B" at tho ad of the path? a.d, show a y cha..ges 11 

@ixectio.. duriug the course. 


We | change Ze dinechyon 
oN Aegis 5 


Gr Bee eS 


if POSSISLe, try to quasa or estimate what the real size of & 
wes io its lorgest dime.atio.. RA mines 
LA Peet. 


How large did the object or chjucts appear as compared with o.e of the 
followLaug objects "held" 1. the had at about aati leugth? ° 


(Circle Ore): a. Head of a pia gs Silver dollar 


b. Pea ho Baseball 
c, Olme I. Grapefruit 
a. Nickel 


Jj. Basketball 
k. Other 


S) Quarter 
» Half-dollar 


22,1 CIRCLs« ON: of the followiig to ludicate how certal.. you are of 
your a.swer to ouestio.. 22. 


a. Certain & Not vary sure 


Db. Fairly certain da. Uncertal. 


Comparison base h on probubbe dictiace. OF 2A Unites 


i 


23. How did ths object or objects disappear fror. view? Dro eR edt \e - 
tore tne op lc riycy feeKe 
Le 
24. 


In order that you ca. give as clear a picture as eaible of wi 

saw, we would like for you to imagine that you could Se ee 
objecy that you saw. Of what type MAT-RIAL would you make it? How 
LARGS would it be, a.d what SHA?! would it have? Deseribe iu your 
Ow. wurds a conmo. Object or objects which whe. placed up i. tha 
sky would give the sare appeara.ce as the object which you saw. 
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= : | Page 5 
25. Where were you Located when you { 26. Were you (Circle One)+ 
saw the object? (Circle One): 


a. Inside a building 
bh. In a car 


© Cutdoors | 
| 
| 


b. In the residential sectio. of 
a city? 

@ In open cow.try, 
a. Flyisg near ar 
e, Plyiug over a city? 
€. Flying over opes couitzy? 


g. Other oo 


d. In ai airplaie 
a. At Gea 


Other: 


a. Ip the busiaess sectio. of city? 


27. What were you doing at the time you saw the object, aid how Aad you 


happen to notiee it? 
all b the sees’ de peri st athe a. 


Ceyyaseh » 


28. 1£ you were MOVING IN AN RUTOMOBILEG or other vehicle at the tine, thes 
eomplete the followi.g questiouss 


| 28.1 What directio. wore you moving? (Cirele One): 


a. North ec. east e, South g. Weat 
D. Northeast d. Southesst £. Southwest hb. Northwest 


28.2 How fast were you tovang? _ wiles per hour 
28.3 Did you stop at ay time while observiag object? 


(Cirele One): YBS NO 
29, what directio. were you looki.g whea you FIEST SAW the objerbrieiae. 
epi 
a. North ce. Jast 6. South g. West 


Qo. Northeast da, southeast f. Southwest oh. Northwest 


at 
30. what dirstio. were you looking whe. you LAST SAW the obj ect?(Circle One) 


@ North c. cast e. South g. West 
b. Northeast 6G. Southeast f. Southwost he Northwest 


31., Z€ you are fardliar with beartag terms(a.gular directio.), try to 
actimate the wumi of degrees the object was from true orth aod 


also the the wumber of degreees it was upward fron the horizuualelevatio.) 


31.1 Jhen it first appearedi 


a, Fron, true North degraes 

b. Prom herizou degrees 
31.2 When it disagpcared: 

a. Prow true North degrees 

yb. From horizou degrees 


| 


So ise 


PHO6OSOPY FROM GERALD FORD LIBRARY 6037 


: Hage 6 B 7 
}s2. Ty the E£ollowL.g sketch, dmagd-e that you are at the poiut snow. ; Fase 
! : a "A" o.. the curved lie to show how high the obfect wis above i 34. What were the weather co ditio.s at the time you saw the object? 
ris. (okyli «) whe you 7ikeT saw it. lace a “S* on the sare i 34.1 CLOUDS (Circle One) 34,2 SINS(Circle One) : 
curved li.e to show how high the object wee above the horizo. (skyliue) ; Sy Clear sky a. So wid i 
whe. yOu Last saw it. . 3. Hazy (e) plight breeze 
: ' cpocattered clouds . c. vtro.g wid ‘ 
‘ { d. Thick or heavy clouds da. bo..'t remember ; 
i i @, bo,.'t remember 
i 
{ 
| 34.3 dcaTHeR(Circle One) 34.4 ToMPCRATURC (Circle One) 
; 
@ bry a. Cold 
4 . Fog, tiet, or light rain @>) Cool 
- c. Moderate or heavy rain . arm 
: | d. Saow a. Hot 
: { e. Dou't remember e. Don't remember 
i { 
| 35. whe. did you report to sone official that you had see: the object? . 
1 1 . sd 
Official or Organizatio.. Name(s) Day Mosth Year 
| Derk _ogpicen Excten PD. g q go 


| Ovticen “Toland, 


‘ the followa..g larger sketch place a. "A" at the position the object 
we’. you FIRST saw it, a.d a "BY at 1ts pasitio. whea you LAST Se a ee Ge, ea | 

it. (Refer to sraller sketch as a., sxaiple of “how* to conglete 

larger etch } 36, Have you read literature pertal 1.g to Unide..tified Flyi.g Objects? 


{Circle One) cao) NO If Yas, how much? (Circle onel(A LaTTLet) 
MODeRAT ALY? cabal ST VaLY? 

37. das a you.e else with you at the time you saw the object? 

| (Cirele One) HO 

i 37.1 IF you auswered Ys, did they see the object too? 

1 (Circle One) HO 

37.2 Please list their .ames a d addresses 1f you circled Yes: 
fattach separate sheet for above) 


iH 

i 38. was this tha first time that you had see. a, object(s) like this? 
' (Circle One) N No 
; 
i 
H 
i) 
t 
H 


38-1 If you a .swered NO, the- whe, where, a d usder what circunsta .ces 
did you see the other o..e(s)? 


yes =f 30 
by + 
¥ was it fallowd.g or attempti g to i..tercept 


hava caused it? TP, yet ews 


| { 
wd Fiyl.g Gsject? (Circle One): Yous BO | 39. i. your opi.ido.., what do YOU thi.k the object(s) was a d what might { 
of aireraft: i 

i 


2 PROPGLLER ’ 


P 
HO6OBZOPY FROM GERALD FORD LIBRARY oe 


Wenuam, Mass., Octaber 29, 1965. 
Maston M. Jacks, 
Major, U.S. Air Force, Chief, Pictorial Branch, 
— Publie Information Division, Office of Information. 
40. vo lyou ths * you ca astimate the speed of the object? Page 3 } SAF_-OIPB 
(Circle One) ¥e& NO DEPARTMENT OF THE 'AIR FORCE, 
i 1f you a swered Yas, tho. what speed would you estimate? Office of the Secretary, U.S. Air Force, Washington, D.C. 
I Dear Masgor Jacks: This is a formal inquiry concerning the official U.S. Air 
Force evaluation of the detailed UFO report submitted to AFSC-FTD/Project 


Med 


#1. bo you thik you ca. astimate how faz away fron you the object was? 


(Circle Que) WO Blue Book last month. My investigation and subsquent report took place shortly 

| 1 you a suorod ¥eS,_ the far avay would you say 1 vas? 0% Pace, ee leno U.S. Air Force investigating team from Pease AFB made their 
mobsgr ek Saw a abort Ar Bm lb ” aS ener : aoe 

42. Did the object(s) cause any i terfera.ce with the o Sette = Hesse The UFO sighting took place between the Clyde Russel! and Carl Dining prop- 

Fo GiceiSauhaeh Seiwa, GARD Aue aber! pores Rio : 5 erties along Route 150 in Kensington, N.H.. on September 3, 1965, in the early 

| yh : ATS? OrdeR? __ IJ ONG hours of the morning. The witnesses were Normzn Musearello and Officers Ber- 


Pp ie Gee ee se , a5 i 
IP you uderli.ed ay of chove, explai.. the i>texfere.ca below: trand and Hunt of the Exeter, N.H., police force. 

In 1964 I customarily received correspondeuce from your office in response to 
UFO reports submitted to the U.S. Air Force for evaluation. This was appre- 


au NaS Fase 2 : ciated. I have submitted many reports since bui have not received any response. 
fe og: a photo take, of the Object(s)? (Circle One) = YES Ga} This is understandable due to the many reports received by the U.S. Air Force 
yin PSdoula you be willis g to submit a copy? (Circle Ore) YLS NO and I do not expect such a service on your part normally, but, [ did spend a great 


wet 


C1f you circled ves, please sed copy iudicati.g mouetary rei ‘burseme.t: deal of time and thought on the Kensington, N.HL, report and would appreciate 
i your sending the official U.S. Air Force evaluation of tle same as soon as possible. 
T understand the evalnation has been made. 


Gye ay Thauk you for your cooperation in this matter. J look forward to hearing from 
ohare you belo.g to a y Orgaaizatio.. which 1 veatigates Unide-tified your office soon. 
yiug Objects? (Circle Gua) Yes If Yes, list them below: Sincerely, 
: 


i Raysionp E, FowLer. 


45. May we publish your report 1£ you vale 16 ke.tco fide. 


May we publish your report a.d use your .:ame? DerartMENt or THE Ain Force. ft 
ouy Washington, January 25, 1966. 
Dear Mx. Fow.er: This is in reply to your request for information on the 
Exeter, N.H., UFO sightings. 


47. Please give the followi.g 1.fornatio., about yourself: 


Wate Fly it 5 “Dayid Revs el \ The jnitinl investigation from Pease Air Force Base was submitted to our office 

Last Name First Nave Middle ame on September 15, 1965, and contained statements from the principal witnesses. 

\ appasss ff Chantes St. Exe ste fe L, This data indicaled that a refueling operation might have been the cause of the 

| Street city State sighting. Refueling area “Fur Trapper’ and refueling area “Down Date” are 

j TLLEPHON2 NUMBLR DQ — BLL controlled through Loring Air Force Base and located over the area of the sight- 

i ing. A’call was made to the controller of this refueling area, and we were in- 

; Woat is your prese.t job¢ Celica Offices formed that they were closed from 03/0500% to 03/6002 for an Sth Air Force 

| Me-___dt.o Sex Male operation, “Big Blast.” A call was placed to the 9th Bomb Wing at Westover 
! Please iudicate a y e 2 = Air Force Base for information on this operation. 

| a. Grade school sf ore aL itratalig you Nave -bade'- (Nuc beef yeery The initial impression was that aireraft from an Sth Air Force operation, “Big 


6. Techiical school 


b. Hich school Blast.” was the cause of the lights observed during this incident. Juformation 


a College (Type of) ce received from the &th Air Force indicates that 10 B47 aircraft from Pease Air 

a. Pose Guate _ ”s«éf«y:«s Other wpecial traini.g? ! . Force Base involved in Operation Big Blast “Coco” were in the traffic pattern 

} { over Exeter, N.H,, between 08/-H4Z and 03/5352. A copy of this letter is enclosed. 

Since this information conflicted with the time of the zighting and eliminated 

; - SOS these aircraft as a possible evaluation of this incident, a letter was forwarded to 
G bee 23 ee { Mr, Eugene Bertrand and Mr. Dave Hunt of the Exeter Police Department re- 


questing clarification of the time of the sighting. A copy of our letter to these 
gentlemen and a copy of their reply is attached. 

The early sightings by two tnnamed women and Mr. Muscarello are attributed 
to aircraft from operation Big Blast “Coco.” The subsequent observation by Offi- 
cers Bertrand and Hunt oecurring after 2 a.m. are regarded as unidentified. 

Sincerely, 
Joun P. SPAULDING, 
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Air Force, Chief, Civil Branch, Community Rela- 
tions Division, Office of Information 
Decemper 2, 1965. 
Hector QurnraniLya, JT., 
Major, U.S. Air Force, 
Chief. Project Blue Rook, 
Wright Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio. 

Dear Str: We were very glad to get rour letter during the inird week in 
Novenber, because as you might imagine we have heen the subject of considera- 
ble ridicule since the Pentagon released its “final evaluation” of our sighting 
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of September 3, 1965. In other words, both Patrolman Hunt aud myself saw 
this object at close range. checked it out with each other. confirmed and re- 
confirmed the fact that this was not any kind of couventional aircraft. that it 
was at au altutude of net more than a couple of hundred feet, and went to con- 
siderable trouble to confirm that the weather was clear. there was po wind. no 
chance of weather inversion, and that what we were seeing was no illusion or 
military or civilian craft. We entered this iu a complete official police report 
as a supplement to the blotter of the urorning of September 3 (not September 
2. as your letter indicates). Since our job depends on accuracy and an ability 
to tell the difference between fact and fiction, we were uaturally disturbed by 
the Pentagon report which attributed the sighting to “nrultiple high-altitude 
objects’ in the area aud “weather inversion.” What is a Httle difficult to under- 
stund is the fact that your letter (undated) arrived considerably after the 
Pentagon release. Since vour letter says that you are still in the process of 
making a final evaluation, it seems that there is an inconsistency here. Ordi- 
navily, this wonldn't be too important except for the fact that in a situation 
like this we are naturally very reluctant to be considered irresponsible in our 
official report to the police station. 

Since one of us (Patrolinan Bertrand) twas in the Air Force for 4 years en- 
gaged in refueling operations with all Kinds of military aircraft, it was im- 
possible to mistake what we saw for any kine of military operation. regardless 
of altitnde. It was also definitely neat a helicopter or balloou. Immediately after 
the object disappeared, we did see what probably was a B47 at high altitude. 
but it bore no relation at all to the object we saw. : 

Auother fact is that the time of our observation was nearly an hour after 
2 am. whieh would eliminate the Sth Air Force operation, Big Blast. since 
as you say this took place between miduight aud 2 a.m. Norman Mnsearello, 
who first reported this object hefore we went to the sight saw it somewhere in 
the vicinity of 2 aan. bnt nearly an hour had passed before he got into the 
police station. and we went out te the location with him. 

We would beth appreciate it very much if you would help us eliminate the 
possible conclusion that some people have made in that we might have (a) 
made up the story. or (b) were incompetent observers. Anything you could 
do along this line would be very inuch appreciated. aud I’m sure you can under- 
stand the position we’re in. 

We appreciate the problems the Air Force must have with a lot of irresponsible 
reports on this subject, and don't want to cause you any unnecessary tronble. 
On the other hand. we think ron probably understand our position. 

Thanks very much for your interest, 

Sincerely. 


EUGENE BERTRAND, Patrolmati. 
Davi Hunt, Patrohnan. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE Arr Force, 
Heanqvarters, 8TH Air Force (SAC), 
Westover Air Force Base, Mass., Novembr 24, 19€5. 
Memorondim : DOOTO, 
Subject : UFO sighting. 
To: AFSC (TDEW/UFO.) 


1. In reply to your letter. same subject, November 16, 1965, and telephone con- 
versation between Specialist Master Sergeant Heffley, Sth Air Force, and Sergant 
Paste Headquarters, AFSC, on November 19, 1965, the following information is 

urnished. 

2. Big Blast ‘Coco,’ a SAC/NORAD training mission. was flown on September 
2-3, 1965. By 03/04502Z. the operational portion of the mission was complete, and 
participating aircraft were en route to their home stations. 

3. Ten BH airevaft from Pease AFB were involved in Big Blast “Coco” and 
were estimated to arrive at their initial approach fix (Pease TACAN 320° radial, 
10 DALE fix), between 03/0444Z and 08/05352, The town of Exeter is within the 
traffic pattern utilized ly air traffic control in the recovery of these aireraft at 
Pease AFB, N.B. During their approach the recovering aircraft world have 
been displaying standard position lights, auticollision lights, and possibly over 
wing and landing lights. 

For the commander. 

WILLA A, McGrLrrn, Jr., 
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Air Foree., 
Directorate of Operations. 
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Mr. Bueene F. Bertranp, Jr. 
Mr. Daven R. Hong, A 
Exeter Poliee Department, Exeter, N A. ; ; e 
GENTLEMEN : The sighting of various unidentified objects by you ae Mae a 
man Masearello was investigated br officials froin Pease Air Bae aie ae 
and their report has been forwarded to our office at w pelts a > Ga Lees 
Base. This sighting at Exeter, N.H., ou the night of September has, aes ee 
considerable publicity through yarious news releases and in pues : aay 
similar to that from the Saturday Review of Octoher 2, 1965. A awe ae ae 
artiele is attached for your information. This information sas te ea ae ee 
National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena, 1 priv ate ay ape 
which has ne connection with the ee a ee of these articles. 
Ai ag received inquiry as to the canse of this re nt. : = om 
Oe Hove eieanon and evaluation of a ees La ie ae Det ayaa ad 
tion with an Sth Air Force operation, “Big Blast. wy addit : ae 
i i eve were five B-47 type aircraft flying im the area dnring s 
Se Ee aul evaluation of your sighting can be made, it ee ae 
us to know if either of you witnessed any aircraft in the area during oe le 
period either independently or in uaa Ale we GAS RSA Sone ae 
r any aircraft in the area, at that: a f enor: 
UEereiied ob jee from personnel engaged in this air operation, we ae ae 
assume that the objects observed between midnight and 2 am. migh a — 
ciated with this military air operation. If, however. these aireraft were ne 
either of you, then this would tend to eliminate this air operation as a pau 
explanation for the objects observed. 


ae Hector QUINTANILLA. dr. 


Major, USAF, Chief, Project Bluc Book. 


NOVEMBER 16, 1965. 

Memo: TDEW/UFO. 
Subject: UFO sighting. 
To: Hq Sth Air Foree. ; 

i ifi i j ‘as submitted to our office at 

‘A report of an unidentified flying object was subm ‘ : 
Severe ries ‘Air Force Baxe by the 817 Combat Support Group. Pease 
Air Porce Base. This report was subiaitted to W right-Patterson Air eres 
Base iu accordance with AFR 200-2. Evaluation of information meen 
indicates that the observation may be associated with the military Opera io i 
Big Blast. The locatiou of the observation was ea ee ane a 
ou i ¥ was tli 

q aronud the town of Exeter. Time of the reported Bs t : : 
aes 2-3, 1965, and specifically 03/0500 to 0600 Zebra. This UFO ier re 
received cousiderable publicity in newspaper and magazine articles, fut ae 
Air Foree lias received nunterous queries regarding the cause ot ins sigh Sra 
“9 We would like to know the specific types of aircraft used in this operation 
and possible location of these aircraft at Che time of the report. 


See pe Eric T. DE JONCKMZERE, 


Colonel, U.S. Air Force, 
Deputy for Technology and Subsystems. 


VIC? MASSACHUSETTS INVESTIGATING SWRCOMMITTEE, 
Moe ae Wenhan, Vass... February 10, 1966. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE, 
Office of the Secretary, 
U.S. Air Fores, 
Washington, D.C. ; aoc: oe 7 
(Attention: Jolin P. Spaulding. lieutenant colonel, U.S. Air Force. Chief, Civil 
Branch, Community Relatious Division, Office of Information ). ; - 
Dear Cotoney Spatipine: Thank you for your come es : aedies 
ai : 7 ov . 24, 185, regarding wy ID! 3 - 
1966. in response to my letter of Nov ember oa yt a aciale 
i he September 3. 1965, UFO sightings in Exeter, A.B. 8 a 
peat Sadie attached backup informatiou coucerning W hich T wonla make 
The folloving comments. 
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The UFO sighted by Norman Muscarello was identical to the UFO sightea 
later by Muscarello Bertrand, and Hunt. Norman observed the UFO ai close 
range during his initial sighting. There is no question in my mind that the 
same or similar object was involyed in both of these particular sightings. The 
number of pulsating lights. the rawing motion, the same location, etc., make 
this so very apparent. Since I did not interview the “unnamed women” [ am 
not certain of the details of their sighting but according te Officer Bertrand, the 
object they described was very similar to the UFO they sighted later. I might 
add that another witness, a male motorist, also sighted a similar, object. He 
tried to phoue the police from a pay station at nearby Hampton, N.H.. but was 
cut off. Later he reported the incident to U.S. Air Force authorities at Pease 
AFB. Yhe chances are astronomical that six people, entirely independent of 
each other, should report the identical description of a UFO within the span of 
several hours in the same general area. I am aware of the many UFO sight- 
ings in New Hampshire especially in September. It may be more than 
coincidence that many of these sightings were near powerlines. 

Although I do not agree completely with the way Washiugton is handling the 
UFO problem I am sympathetic with the official attitude. I have enough faith 
in the Goverimnicnt to realize that although official releases on UFO’s would 
indicate that UFO's present no problem regarding national security and that 
the U.S. Air Force treats the subject lightly, the couverse is true, that is, that 
a full-scale military and scientific research pregram is being carried out on 
UFO's because ther are a threat to our national security. It is because of this 
belief that I will coutinue to send the better UFO reports our subcommniittee in- 
Vvestizates to Project Bluebook and will continue to urge the public to report 
all UFO sightings to the nearest Air Force base at niy lectures, persoual con- 
tacts, etc. I might add that I encourage reporting such UFO's to NICAP con- 
currently with any report to the U.S. Air Force. 

It is heartening to see that the TS. Air Force regards the UFO sighted br 
Officers Bertrand and Hunt as an unknown. Tam sure this will help a little in 
reducing the ridicule they experienced because of the U.S. Air Force initial 
explanation of their sightings. I feel certain that if it were not for the fact 
that their sighting is being carried nationally in the pages of Saturday Review, 
Look, ete.; and if they had not personally complained publicly and to your 
office, that their sighting would have been luniped into the same category as the 
UFO Musearello and the other sighted. However, my rambling on will not make 
a bit of difference to Present official policy and in a real sense Lam wasting 
your time in even replying as I’m sure your office is very busy but 1 felt that I 
would express my feelings on the subject at hand just for the record, 

Thanks so much again. I lnok forward to the time that Government policy 
will become more relaxed on the UFO subject and iu the meantime will continue 
my meager researeh and efforts in this field for NICAP and the U.S. Air Force. 

Sincerely, 
Raymonp E. Fowner. 
Chairman, NICAP Massachusetts Subcommittee. 


Mr. Bares. In reference to the so-called sighting in New Hampshire, 
Doctor, you are familiar with thatcase? 

Dr. Hywex. Yes, sir; I am familiar with the case. 

Mr. Bares. You hare examined it? 
_ Dr. Hryex. No, T have not been there to examine it. Much of my 
urformation is based upon the rather excellent account. that Mr. John 
Fuller has given of it in Look mmagazine. IT cannot vouch for the 
anthenticity of his statements, but T hare talked with Mr. Fuller, and 
he apparently has tried to do a very thorough job in talking with 
people in New Hampshire. 

Mr. Bares. Are you familiar with Mr. Raymond E. Fowler? 


Dr. Hryex. I have had some correspondence with him, but I have 
never met him. 


Mr. Bares. Is this Portsmouth ¢ 
not. been identified, or 
reached a decision? 


S110 ase one of the 5 percent that have 
within the 95 percent on which you have 
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Dr. Hynux. It is, I believe, to the best of my knowledge, listed as 
unidentified. ; : 

Mr. Bares. This one is still unidentified ? 

Dr. Hrnen. Yes, sir. ; 

The Cuarman. In other words, you make no bones about it, you 
cannot explain it? 

Dr. Hyner. That is correct. 

The Carman. Yes. ; ? F 

Mr. Batzs. I wonder if you would give us some idea of these 20 
eases that you have cited, and tell us a little something about the 
nature of these cases, und what the problems are, generally 

Dr. Uynex, Well, I do not have the case files with me. T should 
be happy to prepare them for submission. But in broad description, 
they vary quite a bit. They are either daytime sightings or pea 
time sightings. I will describe one, which may not be necessarily 
typical, But it is an example of a sighting that puzzled some very 
solid citizens. These individuals happened to be—and I will with- 
hold names, of course—-two students of anthropology at the University 
of Wisconsin. They were with two other people in a car, returning 
home one evening from Shey Ding, about 9 p.m. Jn the distance they 
saw what they first took to be rotating blinker lights on a police car, 
and they thought there had been an accident down the road some 
place. They then decided that this conldn’t be the case because the 
lights were a little too high. This illustrates the sort of thing we 
refer to as escalation of explanation. ; 

When someone writes in or calls in that they have seen a space ship 
patrolling the earth, and this is not a fact, this is an interpretation 
of a fact, usually, what they have actually seen was a light, I am 
much inore interested in the sincere individuals who report some- 
thing, who say “I thought at first it was this, thea T decided it couldn't 
be that, it had to be something else.” In this escalation hypothesis, 
the incident T have described, these people said it could not have been 
blinker lights on a police car because they were too high. The next 
hypothesis was that it was an aircraft about to crash. As the object 
came closer all they could see were four huge red lights and an even 
larger brighter single white light. As it came closer to the car—the 
little 12-year-old girl in the back seat, became so frightened that she 
just tumbled over and hid her eyes. peed ere 

T questioned these people for some 2 hours. They were very intelli- 
gent people and were truly puzzled. They did not for a moment think 
they were being visited by a vehicle from outer space. They were 
just puzzled. They simply wanted an explanation of what they had 
seen. : . a. 

The object apparently extended upward at an angle of about 3 
degrees, so that part of it could be seen above the telephone wires and 
part. below. It hovered around the car for awhile. The man drove 
into a farmer’s driveway, turned his lights out and listened, but could 
hear no noise. He backed out and as the object began to move away, 
he gave chase but could not catch up with tt. ; ; ual 

This was a case of four intelligent people seeing this strange object 
and reporting it. But no one else did. Why not? Was this some 
sort of a strange phychiec projection, or something these people werd 
particularly prone to? Why did this take place in an area which was 
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not overly populated but certainly not completely sparse. Why would 
they be the only four people to see this? This is a problem we are 
faced with on many reported sightings. Therefore, I find it most 
difficult to ascribe a physical tangibility that there was an actual craft 
here. I would rather seek some other setentific explanation. 

Mr. Bates, With respect to vour response on that particular case. 
In the New Hampshire situation, two women apparently saw this 
object which they said was the size of a house. Thev reported it at 
the police station. And then the officer came out. He saw it when 
he got there. So there is someone who did see it in addition to the 
people who reported it originally. 

Dr. Hynex. Yes. 

Afr. Bares. You have no deeision with respect to the New Hamp- 
shire case? 

Dr. Hywex. I would not offer or venture any conclusion to some- 
thing [had not personally investigated. 

Mr. Bargs. This particnlar case has been referred te a study group, 
the New Hampshire case, or has it not, or is it a dead issue? 

Dr. Aynex. No case in the Air Force files that is unidentified is a 
dead issue. 


Mr. Bares. Ts it jnst in limbo now, or is somebody still looking 
into it? 

Dr. Hywew. I would say at the moment, considering the recent. re- 
ported sightings in Michigan, that it is in limbo. 

Mr. Barrs. Do vou expect to investigate this further? Would this 
be one that you would prefer to the panel ? 

Dr. Hywex. Yes, sir. I think this is one they should take a look at. 

The Cuarmman. Do you think they should be exammed further ? 

Dr. Hyvex. Tamsorry, sir? 

The Cramwan. Do vou think this panel, abont whom the Secre- 
tary has spoken, shonld go into this further and make a report ? 

Dr. Hynex. Yes, sir: L do. 

The Crraimman. There are five such cases, or four, of some unex- 
plaimed phenomena: is this a fact? 

Dr. Wvwex. Yes. sir: there areat least that many. 

The Crrarmman. Mr. Secretary, do you plan to have this board look 
into these? 

Secretary Brown. We will contmue our investigations of ‘all of 
these, Mr. Chairman. 

T have this recommendation to establish a civilian panel from the 
Scientific Advisory Board, and T believe I may act favorably on 
it, but I want to explore further the nature of such a panel, and the 
ground rules. before I go ahead with it. JI don’t want to have a 
group of people come im for just 1 dav and make a shallow mvesti- 
gation. They have to be prepared to look into a situation thorough- 
lv if thev are to do any good. 

The Cratreaay. If vou cannot explain these things, and you are 
our source of beginnings, how on earth could a subcommittee of this 
comunittee explain them ? 

Dr. Hynes. Are vou looking to me for an answer? 

The Cuairmman. If T.conducted a hearing on this it would go on 
and on, and on, if T let it, I wowld imagine. 
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Dr. Hrnex. Well, sir. scientists lave a somewhat. different ne 
of working, They gather data quietly without fanfare, a : ie 
press looking over their shoulder. They may work for sey . es be 

The Cramer. What would yor suggest that T do. Dortor, a& 
chairman of this committee? he nee 

Dr. Hrxek. You are ina totally diferent category. sir. 

The Crarean. Thank you. — 

Since this thing began in Michigan, we lice omen ae as 
Michigan delegation, and Tam going to start off with Mr. Nedai : 
ask himif he has any questions. = chatad caged 
“Mr, Nepat. Mr. Chairman, you are very kind, I don't have ae 
qnestions directly pertaining to Michigan, although T have ate 
W been advised my district is nbont 150 miles from the sig M a 
The sichtings ave moving eastward toward my district. pa 

One qnestion, Doctor, as fo these statistics. Ave (hey ae 
only from the United States, the investigations made hy you and the 
Air Force? 2a ; eats 

Dy. Hyver. Yes. sir. The Air Foree would have no ju iscliction 
over cases in other cauntries. But there are. f understand, reports 
from other countries. alse. ; ar . “a 

Mv. Nevar. Is anv effort made to coordinate information with 

ma of the sightings the ade abroad? 
sole of the sightings that are made abros pce. eae 

Dr. Hyxex, No. sir. Up to now we have made no conce ted effort 
to do this. aoe . fy 

Vir, Nepat. Do you think it might be a good idea to doit? | er 

Dr. Hywer. Well, [ think we shonld attend te ithe situation fe 
in the United States first. Then. if owr efforts are suceese ful ae it 
we strike seientifie pavdirt and tind something of yalue, then perhaps 
the other step vou suggest would he advisable. ; = 

My. Nepat. Do you know whether any sindies are gong on over 

a you know 
seas, with respect to UFO's? ; ae 

De Uynek. L know of no formal studies. Actually, the nae Le 
world seems to be enided by. ant shows a tremendous respect ae re 
U.S, Air Force. and they feel. I understand. that. the Air Force has 
done a fine job. , ; BOR 

Mr. Nevat. Perhaps the question should be directed in ihe Air F Ce 
but if eeemed to me there should be some kind of exchange OF 14 eas 
uone the. scientists who might be interested mit other coun 
: : iz ms + : 7 7 > or 
where these sightiugs bave taken place. Tt might contribute towar 
an exposé of the problem. ie see 7 

Let me clarify for the record, I do not believe in flymg saucers, but 
L think it is important to have some kind of evidence that can be We 
sented to the people so that they don’t let the thing get more ont o 

hand than T think it alveady is. : * 

“is w ye hay ring Mr. 

Seeretary Brown. That is what we have been trymg (0 dow - 
Nedzi. I do not think we have anv ideas of a sclentific nature to 
exchange with anyone else yet, nor do they have sneh information to 
exchange with us, and the difficulty in gomg to an international ak 
gram is thet it won't broaden owr knowledge of basic data Nan much. 

On the other hand, it may degrade the quality of the data, eUUIRE ‘ 

have a hard enongh time getting details in this country, A few well- 

authenticated bnt unexplained cases are worth mach more than a 
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muuher of unexplained cases where the data isnot sufficiently precise 
to be helpful in an analysts. _ Satis 
_ Nepza. My final que-tion, Doctor, would he whether—and I 
think y on leuched apon this—whether theve has been ever any evidence 
any of these mnexplained sightings thal would indieate that there 
ix some kind of extralervestial intelligence involved ? 

Dr. Hlyxiw, T believe I haye covered that. | have not seen any 
evidence to eontirn this, not have T knew any compefeut scientist 
who has, or who helieves that any kind of extraterrestrial intelligence 
is tavelved. However, the possibility should be kept open asa possible 
hypothesis, T don't think we shonid ever close eur minds to it “But 
rertainty there is no real evidence of intelligent behavior of hardwares. 
tf Ae frac received periodic yisits by contrelled space vehicles since 
IMEC, or earlier, iCis likely ther would have had some kind of trouble 
ut some (ime and dropped something off the coast of Spain ov some 
place, and we have net come across any positive proof like that. 

Mr. Nepat. Mr. Chairman, until the sieltmgs get a little closer to 
wy alistriet, Thave no further questions, “ee =~ 
. ve ‘ FLAIRMAN, I recognize Mr. Chamberlain, then I ¢o to Governor 
; ue and Mr. Hebert, because | want to get as close to the districts 
as Lean, : 
oe ue the record Mr. Ford’s letter, and the response by 

What else, Mr. Blandford. ought to goin the record? 

Me. Buaxprorp. That is all that ought to he in at this tine. 

Phe Curva. Without objection, we will put all of these in the 


eee T waut to shed as much light on these nminated objects as 
re Ca. . a 


(The material abuve referred to is as follows :} 


CONGRESS OF THE UNIrep STATES, 
OFFICE OF TIE Minority LEADER, 
House of REPRESENTATIVES, 


Washi : rch 28 ; 
hapitsinaieed retails hington, D.C. March 28, 1966. 


Chairman, Arined Services Committee, 
TS. ouse of Representatives 
Washington. Tic. 


Dear Ciainmaaan Revers: No doubt You have voted the 
paper stories about unidentified flying objects (VFO's) 
interes fi these aecoutits because many of the 1 : 
in Tay home State of Michigan, , 

The Air Foree sent a consultant, Astrophysicist Dr. J. Allen Hynek of North 
westert t hive ¥, 10 Michigan re investigate the various reparts: aud he dix. 
Inixsod all of theru as the product of college smuent pranks or swainp gas or an 
inipyression created by the rising ereseent moon nud the planet Venus “L de not 
neree that all of (ese reports can be or should be so eaxily explained away. 

Been tse I (hink there may be substance ta some of these reports and becuse I 
believe the American people are entitled te a more thorough explanation than has 
heen given theny by the Sir Feree to date. Iam preposing that either the Science 
nud Astronait ies Committee oy the Armed Services Committee of the Honse sched- 
ue Naas on (he Subject of UFOS and invire testimony from beth the execn- 
i hoof the Government and seme of the persens who claim to bave seen 

LT enelose matertal whieh T think will be be! 
visthility of an investigation of UFO's, 

May Jy fi st ean to your attention a column by Roscoe Drummond published 
lasy Sit inw hich Mr. Drumiond sars, “MRarhe all of these reported sightines 
are whimsieal, iaginary or nureal: but we need a more credible and deta ‘hed 
appraisilof the evidence than we are getting.” os a 


recent flurry of news- 
L have taken special 
atest reported sightings have heen 


Ipful te yon in assessing the ad- 
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Mr. Drummond goes on to state, “We need to get all the data drawn (ogether 
in ove place aud examined far more objectively than anyone lax dene xo far A 
stable publie opinion will come from a trustworthy look at the evidence. net from 
belittling it. 

“The time has come for the President or Congress to name an objective and 
respected panel to investigate, appraise. and report ou all present and fudire evi- 
dence abont what is going on.” 

I agree fully with My. Drummond's siarements. F alsa sugsest yeu sean the 
enclosed series of six articles by Bulkley Griffin of the Griliin-larrabee News 
Bureau here. In the last of his articles, published last January. Mr. Geiffin 
says. “A quain conclusion can be briefly stated. It is that the Air Force is mi 
leading the public by its eoutinuing canmrpaigu te prednee and maintain belief 
that all sightings can be expluined away as misidentiliention of familiar objects, 
such as balloons, stars. and aireraft.” 

T have just today received a nuniber of telegrams urging a congressioual inves- 
tigation of UFaO's. One is from retired Air Force Col. Harold R. Brown, Ard- 
nore, Tenn., who says. "T have seen TFO, Will be available (o testify.” 

Another, from Mrs. Ethyle M. Davis. Eugene. Oreg.. reads. “Y ont of Lo people 
want truth of UFO's, Press yonr investigation to rhe fullest.” 

Ronald Celier of Los Augeles, who ideititics himself as ca scientist from MUTT," 
urges that rou “do everything in your power {6 intke Air Koree Project Diue 
Book (the Air Force name for its study aud verdicts on UFO reports) known {0 
the people.” Are we to assume that everyone who says he has seen UPO's is an 
unreliable witness? 

A TUPI story ont of Ann Arbor, Mich.. dated Mareh 21, 1986, states that ‘at 
least 46 persons, including 12 policemen. said today that they sw a strange firing 
object guarded by + sister ships land in a swamp near here Sunday night.” 

Matt Surrell of Station WIR, Detroit. cites an eye witness account of a recent 
VEO sighttug by Emile Grenier of Ann Arbor, an aeronautical engineer employed 
by Ford Motor Co. He points out that an aeronautical engineer ean Juirdly be 
considered an untrustworthy witness. 

In the firm belief that the American public deserves a better explanation thau 
that thus far given br the Air Force, 1 strongly recommend that there be a com 
mittee investigation of the UFO phenomena. 

I think we owe it to the people to establish credibility regarding UPO's and to 
produce the greatest possible enlightenment on this subject. 

Kindest personal regards . 

Sincerely, 


Geratp R. Forp, Member of Congress, 


Enclosures. 
[From the Washington Post, Mar, 27, 1968] 


Don*r SNeER at UFO's 


(By Roseoe Drummond) 


You cawt dismiss the possibility that some of the unidentitied tiving objecis, 
which so many people Lave sighted in so many places, are real. 

There are, of course, UFO buffs who seem to want te believe everything and 
discount logical explanations. But Air Foree officials assigned to check up on 
these sightings seem so bored and skeptical that many people have the impression 
that they think the publie would panie if all the faets were brought ont into the 
open. 

Let’s uot leave the search for auere knowledge to those who tend te aecept 
everything uncritically or te these who tend to dismiss every UFO as ridiculous. 

The time has come for the President or Cougress to name an objective and 
respected panel to investigate, appraise and report on all presené and furnre 
evidence about what is going on. 

Last week, more than 100 persons (some of them trained ebservers) reported 
seeing “flying saucers” in seren States, from Maine ta Texas to Colorade, 

Last year, project Blue Book. the small Air Force unit created to keep tabs 
on these things, received 886 reports of TEO sightings. 

During the last 2 years, the National Inves ions Committee on Aerial Phe- 
nomena, a private group headed by a retired Naval Academy Marine Corps pilot, 
received 3.000 such reports. 

During the past 10 years, the NICAP received some $,000 reports and says that 
1.500 of then “seer pretty substautial and wexplained.” 
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The Air Force totals 10,147 UFO reports and states that 645 of them remain 
unexplained by provable natural phenomeua. 

a‘ Maybe all of these reported sightings are whimsieal. inaginary or unreal. 
eos need a niore credible aud detached appraisal of the evidence than we are 
getting, 

Maybe there is no intelligent life on other planets. Many scientists think other 
planets conld uot sustain such life. Butwe don't really know. 

One fact about the UFO™ gives me pause. There have teen no really solid 
reports of creatures being seen getting off landed saucers. To venture from one 
planet fo another involves great intellectual cnriosity and I would think it almost 
impossible for someoue from outer space, once here. to stifle that curiosity to the 
extent ot not trying to make personal contact with Earth people. eons 

Conceivably, we have been seeing only preliminary unmanued orbitings of the 
Earth precisely controlled at great distances. But we don't know. 7 

W e need to get all the data drawn together in one place and examined far more 
objectively than anyone has done so far. A stable public opinion will come 
froni a trustworthy look at the evidence. not from belittling it. 


[From the Washington Erening Star, Mar. 25, 1966] 
DEPUTY SHERIFF “Suoors’ a UFO Over MIcHIvaN 


Pres or ee aerirh Michigan deputy sheriff said an unidentified fivine 
ebject sighted over southern Michigan last week was trapped—on flm— ‘still 
anot her UFO was reported yesterday, i eee 
- oe Bhai eee Fitzpatrick of Washtenaw (Ann Arbor) County took 
Be Photographs with a tiny camera ronghly the siz ’s tw i ns 
Hon ee ghly e of a man’s two forefingers 
Prints were delayed because the tiny film had@ to b ( x i WX, 
for development. , uae cue. 
The uvew sighting of an unidentified fying obj i 
4 v ying object near Holland, Mich.. came 
ae Bee ae Mrs. Robert. Nichols, who live across Miehigaun’s southern 
zower Peninswin near Saugatuck. They said it few across a highw f 
them. no more than 156 to 200 feet high. ; on tune 
Nichols, ba said the object appeared about half the size of an automobile and 
was “a round circle slowing red ou the inside and white on the outside.” 
Nichels Jescription fits roughly that given hy several of more than a score whe 
have repor(ed sightings in the Aun Arbor area in the last 10 days. ’ 
: Fitzpatrick, however, said the two objects be photographed gave off a bril- 
hant yellow-white Hight in gravefnl swoops which he and Sheriffs Sgt. NK 
Schneider observed from about 4 aun, to 7 am., March 16, ka nce 
The photographs shaw two distinet streaks of light in the sky high above 
street lights leading into Milan. No details of the objects are visible in the 
photographs blow up {6 & by 10 mehes from the tiny film. ; 

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, a Northwestern University astvophy sicist, was sent here by 
the Air Toree to investigate recent reports. : 
He has scheduled a news conference in Detroit today to discuss his probe. 

Meanwhile, reports of unidentified flying objects moved south into Cyhio today. 
A farmer who lives near Upper Saudus. in nuerthwesteru Ohio told sheriff's 
deputies that an object shaped “like a top” or a “Christinas tree upside down” 
hovered over a wooded area on his property early today. 

Deputies were called to the farm three times, but the farmer said the object. 
with lights on ifs outer edges, disappeared each time before they arrlved. , 


[Prom the Detroit News, Mar. 238, 1966) 
PuHore Apps New WRINKLE To NAUCERS 
(By Doaglas Bradford) 
While Air Force officials prowled through the countryside for some sign of the 


strange night visiters that have been zipping threugh southeastern Michigan 
skies, a Monroe area boy came up with what he said was a picture cf one _ 
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Paul Richwine, 16, who lites in Woodland Beach, 3 iniles north of Monroe, 
produced a piece of film with a blob on it that he says his camera ‘saw’ when 
he pointed it at a “flying saucer” over his home Friday night. 

Detroit News photographers say the blob could be due to 4 wrinkle in the film. 

But Paul aud his mother, Mrs. Mariannice Richwiue, insist that they saw the 
strange glowing objects cavorting in the sky and that the dark area on the 
picture represents one of then. 

The object in the picture doesn’t seem to have much material substance, 

Neither Paul nor his mother can acconnt for the fact that the thing they saw 
was bright and shiny with flashing colored lights while the camera recorded a 
dark smear. 

Paul said his Argus F-100 was on time exposnre at f. 2.8 and was loaded with 
fast film when he took the picture at about 11:30 p.m.. Friday. 

The News photographers conceded that the darkness in the picture “might” be 
the indication of something moving quite swiftly on 1 time exposure. or the bleb 
could be a water spot on ‘the negative or a wrinkle in the film. 

Mrs. Richwine said the object's appearanve was preceded by four glowing 
shapes about 10:30 p.m., Friday. Shesaw them from her front window, she said. 


(From the Grand Rapids (Mich.) Press, Mar. 22, 1966] 


State Frying Opsect Reports Bring PLeA FoR FEDERAL Sirr 


Ann Arpor.—A Michigan Congressman planned Tuesday to ask the Defense 
Depnartinent to investigate reports of unidentified flying objects sighted near Ann 
Arbor. 

U.S. Representative Weston Vivian, Democrat, of Michigan, left for Washing- 
ton, D.C., Monday after conferring with Sheriff Douglas J. Harvey, of Washte- 
naw County. Harvey said Vivian also planned to talk with the U.S. Air Force. 

Three times within a week. residents of the nearby community of Dexier have 
reported sighting objects flying in the night sky. 

“T didn’t believe those reports.” said Harvey. “But with so many trained 
police personnel and reliable citizens having seen them, [ must believe some- 
thing is in the Washtenaw County skies.” 

And Tuesday, the Hillsdale Connty civil defense director and &7 college coeds 
said they watched an eerie, hovering fying object settle in a swampy hollow near 
a school dormitory Monday night. 

William VanHorn, 41. the county eivil defense director for 10 years, said he 
watched the unidentified object throuch binoculars for 3 hers. 

The Air Force announced it was calling in Dr. H. Allen Wynek. chairman of 
the Dearborn Observatory at Northwestern University, Evausten, I11.. and seien- 
tifie consultant to the Air Force's UFO study program, to investigate the rash 
of sightings. 

Hynek will work from Selfridge Air Force Base near Monnt Clements, the Air 
Force said. , 

In Hillsdale, VanHorn said he joined the Sf Hillsdale College coeds and their 
houseniother to watch the object. He said it enlitted wavering orange. red * * *. 


{From the New York Times, Mar. 22, 1966] 
Forry ix Micuiean Say a Mysrerrovs Crart Hoveren in Swamp 


Ann ArBoR, MicH., March 21.--At least 40 persons, including 12 policemen. 
said today that they saw a strange flying object guarded by four sister ships 
land in a swamp near here Sunday night. : 

Descriptions of the unidentified flying objects tajlied closely. A patrolman. 
Robert Hunawill, said he aud other residents of the area saw similar craft before 
dawn last Monday and Wednesday. 

In Washington, the Air Force said it knew nothing of the reports. The Air 
Force’s Michigan headquarters in Battle Creek wonld not comment. 

Two persons who slogged through the 200-acre swamp today and looked for 
traces of the craft found nothing but marsh grass, quicksand, and muck. 
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However, the iwo persons who reportedly 
Mannor, 47 years old. and bis son. Ronald, 1 
sround but sat ona base of for 

Frederick T avids. & ‘ i 
‘ Proderir k sO Davids, State police commissioner, who is also he 
Tense for Michigan, opencd an investigation, ; 


“Tused to diseount these yr 
: : » These reports teo, but new Ir a re.” sal 
Sie eee u nok so sure.” he said. 


nsaid they had run te within 500 yards af th j 
o © Posy in - j ; ? , . 
ne Amant eid the craft wax shaped like a football and TaN ahout the ate 
nt oA st a grayish yellow hue and a pitted surface like coral rack. os 
(bad a blue light on one end and a white light on the other.” he said. 


“Ther were pulsating and eae < ik i 
Sein ae s and each of them looked like they had a little hala 


Other witnesses saw only the t 
policemen, axreed closely, j 

Stanley McFadden, Washteuaw Couuty sheriff's deputy. 
David Fitzpatrick watched the object fy over their ¢ be 
Mannors reported it had taken off, , 

Officer Wunawill sid four other unidentifi 
qmirter circle over the object in the swap. 


, Were closest to the object. Frank 
9. said it did uot appear to tonch the 


ad of civil de- 


ights, but their descriptions. including those of 


said he and Deputy 
ar about the same time the 


ed flying objects had hovered in a 


[From the Washington Post, Mur. 23 1986] 

First UFO's or Season Ane SIGHTED 
Ss oy ng Pee ; 24 a 2 7 
ee fring sancers bave sprouted right alongside the forsythia 
= de : Pe a in eee have reported strange flriug objects since the 
“ 2 ud a former fighter pilot says he saw sever: ver lis I hes 
Soe 1 Says he saw several over his Bethesda home 
Tees We i investigated more than 10,000 sneb reports sice 
LO-4T, S restern University’s Dr. EE. Aven Eyuek. its enti 
: Abe ; st ! ty ks - q . its top se 
adviser on vuidentitied firing objects (TFO'S). te lnok into ihe siichiene 
aoe sh, te he Michigan 
eles was Monday night at Hillsdale College. where a county civil defense 
fee a tormer reporter and assistant dean, and 87 coeds say they watched 
fl glowing object zipping arennd campos for + hours. : ° ‘ 
Gan report coincided with one near Aun Arbor. where about 50 personus— 
u Mm ing 12 policemen— id they W an eerie object ernise over a sw ; 
‘ Eh night while four sister ships hovered overhead. Bars Pa 
Fy Bethesis, retired Air Force Col. Howard T. Wright, of 5119 Newport 
jie en he and five other persons saw several objects outside his ene atta 

Ywere “definitely not in my hagination. ner were they satellites er airplanes Md 


[From the New York Times, Mar, 23, 1966] 
B10 PTY SVEN tnt he vg 
Eienty-seyven  Mrcutax Corps AND OreretaL Sitg@i7r Mysteriovs Opgecr 


ATI Lspare, Mier. arch 22 j ivi F 
dénntnnncee « Mareh 22 (UPI)—A civil defense director, an assistant 


¢ comds: reported a glowing object ff i 
dean a r a xio Y past a college dor. 
Hover In na swamp for hours, Pea ee eran 


Their description of the ob, 
of one seen by more than 
Mich. the previous hight. 

The Air Force dispatched i -ientifi 

{ 4 ) syxitched its top scientifie adviser o i i ri 
objects to begin an investigation peg ara ee 

aes a Sapien ane 7 ae s 
ip ae they watched from the second floor of a Hillsdale College 

my as the object wobbled, wavered. glowe eink 

peal : A : 5 d, and one ' 
uate wWindew before stopping suddenty. ees ce 
ie eo Hearn, for years a newspaper reporter hefore becoming assistant 
: ‘ a women, assistant professor of English and housemother of the dormi- 
a had the coeds take notes as they watched the object for 4 heu 

rae We  . é ‘i , 
Ree oe iia Van Horn, 41. Hillsdale County civil defense directar, said 
ais Ject dined its liguis wheu police cars approached, brightened again when 

a weit away. and dodged an airport heacon light. : : 
eevee Kohn. 21 of New Castle. Pa. and Cynthia Poffeuberger, 18, of 

eland were the first to see the ohject. They described its shape as roughly 


! Ject scen here last night tallied closely with that 
50 persons, including 12 policemen, near Ann Arbor, 
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that of a football. This was roughly the sume description given by a man and 
his son who reported that they saw an eerie object land in a swamp Sunday 
night 45 mites northeast of here near Ann Arbor. 

The Air Force announced it was bringing iu Dr, H. Aven Uynek, chairman of 
Dearborn Observatory at Northwestern University, Evauston, UL. and seienii 
ecousultant to the Air Forces Project Blue Book program te track dewn the 
reports of unidentified firing objects. 

Dr. Hynek set up his headquarters at Selfridge Air Forve Base, Moeunt 
Clemens, Mich. vear the sonthern Miehigan section where (he objects have 
been reported several times lately. 

“It was definitely some kind of vehicle.” Mr. Van Horn said. “Through the 
glasses [binoculars] it was either ronnd or leug.” 

The object’s shape was hbriefir outlined liy lightning ax it veered over and 
near the dormitory before retreating into the swap, Miss Koehn said. it stayed 
there fur + hours before vanishing. witnesses said. 


[From the Washington Post, Mar. 29, Lo664 
Treta Apotr Purine Ossects Hivves py Am Force, PalraFuL Say 
(By Howard Simons, Washingten Post Staff Writer) 


Firm helievers that unidentified flying objects are for real and from a far-off 
super-civilization met the press yesterday amid a torrent ef reports about uew 
objects hetug sighted everywhere iu the United States 

The believers repeatedly charged the Air Forve with deliberately hiding the 
truth, which if it were known “would bring forth one of the greatest xtories of 
the centur 

The believers also “fully hacked” Represeutative Gerald Ford. Republienn, 
of Michigan, who wauts a congressional investigation of unidentified objects 
whith have lately plagued his home State. 

But most of all, the believers waut lo be believed aud loved. 

“We want the Air Foree merely to end its secreey on sightings and step ridi- 
euling competeut witnesses,” snid retired Marine Corps Maj. Donald E. Keyhee, a 
CFO skeptie until his conversion, 

Keyhoe now is director of the National Thnvestigatiens Committee on Aerial 
Phenomena. an organization whoxe major aims are lo evaluate al UE O sightings : 
get the Air Foree to own up to the trath and to expose CEO charlatans who keep 
seeing “little green men.” 

Keyhoe and his collesgues, including scientist 
and pilots. scorn the thomeht of “little green nen.” 

Had a visitor from afar ever set foot on {he earth’? the serious students 
of UFO's were asked. 

There was only one case suggesting se, said cominittee staff member and 
former Newsman Donald Berliner. It liappened in April Wt uear Soceerre, 
N. Mex.. where police officers saw two small suited occupants get out of a UFO, 

“They were smatl and suited,” uoted a reporter, “How could you be sare 
they were not green?" 

“We have nu reason to believe they were green,” wryly quipped Berliner. 

The conunittee’s case for believing that UFs Ys are for real was put fo the press 
ly Kevhoe. It amounted to an argument that thousands of competent persous— 
including radar ventrellers, qualified pilots, and missile trackers-—had sighted 
objects: roughly 100,000 persous jn all. 

The Air Force, which has been investizating TPQ reperts sinee 1948, has 
steadfastly maintained there is no evidence any flying object las come from 
somewhere else in the miverse. 

Keyhoe’s view. shared by the comiittee’s board of governors, is radically dif- 
ferent. The committee concludes, Keyline said yesterday, that “these things are 
real aud must be extraterrestrial beentise they are so superior to anything we 
have.” 

Aceording to Keylioe, UPO's have been observing the earth fer 200 vears. He 
save two reasons, essentially. tor why ne coutaet has been made with whoever 
it is that pilots the UFO's. 

Oue reason is that the Air Furce bas orders to seare the UFO's away. 

A second reagen is that until humans demoustrated the atomic bomb and space 
flight the CFO people regarded earth as feo primitive a society to bother wii: 
other than for gurveillanee purposes. 


eligineers, military personnel, 
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(From the Portland (Alaine) Evening Express, Jan, 17, 1966] 


THOSE “Purine SAvcERS”-—Alr Fores <PLAININGS-AWAY oF UFO's DEEPENS 
MYSTERY — 


(Editor's note: 


‘ This is the first of a series about UFO's identifi ing 
eo ue Bulkley 8. Griffiu. executive editor of the le ee 
ie eae He wrote the stories after visiting the UFO otfice of the TUN, 
oo ON, DC —-The Air Force handling of the unidentified fiying objects 
Aes poe) continnes to be something of a mystery. Lis persistent endeavors te 
popeee all the UFO sightings as misidentification of ordinary abjeet : such as 
stars and balloons, has become so couspicuouy as to raise questionings in the 
nlinds of a growing: numiher of citizens. Some of these explanations seen to rain 
counter ta both logic and commonxense. Running along with these explainings- 

‘way is an apparent Air Force lack of enthusiasm—especially at high levels—te 
do a thorongh job of investigating sightings. ; i _ oa 
ga ae s of the Air Force investi; ation and cenclusicus en unidentified 
ee ae eall the enterprise Project Blue Book—is at Wright-Patter 
: 2 orce Base near Du Shi eharg fF Projec 
Wey Onineae c Daston, Ohio. In charge of Project Blue Boul 
. Recently this writer las made two more vistts to Wright-Patterson to study 
the files of Project Blue Book and to talk with Majer Quintanilla, the architect 
of the wmililary’s final public verdicts on the UFO's. — : Sei 
; A lnultitude of THO sightings in the last dozen nionths has kept the Air Force 
busy trying to explain-away and has rendered the public more conscious and 
curious thi ever about these strange. usually lighted. objects in the sky _ The 
Air Force and the burdened Project Blue Book have often resorted to the expe- 
dient of Inmping. a number of sightings together—not Naming any particular 
one—and furnishing A generalized catchall explanation. . : 

: This is what it did respecting an extraordinary number of sightings in the 
Soutliwest around the heginning of last August. The very number of the UFO's 
and of the sighters of them shook some publie confidence thereabouts in both the 
pee knowledge of the subject and in the good faith of its ‘explainings- 
: Extracts from dispatches seut out at that time by the two uational wire sery- 
ives wilh refresh menrortes and provide a good idea of the magnitude of the TeO 
performa nee, On Tuesday, August 3. the New York Times and other newspapers 
eee an Associated Press dispatch from Oklahoma City. dated August 2, It 
began: 

Authorities in Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Kansas were deluged last 
aight nud early today (August 2) by reports of unidentified objects seen a in: 
jin the sky. , ; ie 
? “The Sedgwick County sheriff's otfice at Wichita, Kans.. said the Weather 
Bureau had tracked several of them at altitudes of 6,000 to 9,000 feet. 

' The t Ydahoma Highway Patrol said that Tinker Sir Force Base here (Qkla- 
homa City) had tracked four of the unidentified flying ebjects on its radar screen 
at one time, estimating their altitude at about 22,000 feet. A Tinker spokesman 
refuxed to coufirm or deny the reports of radat observations.” . 

- oa in™ tape citfes and towns, continued the Associated Press 
dispatch, The 2] are named: 7 are lis in T ‘, 8 in New sico, 5 i Keds 
ieee te ee re listed in Texas, 8 in New Mexico, 5 in Okla- 

_ The Tnited Press International. ta dispatch in the evening of Augnst 2, named 
eight States, “Reports of sightings by ere poured in from Kansas “Pexas Okla- 
homa, New Mevieo, Colorado, South Dakota. Nebraska, and Wroming, Okta- 
homans probably saw the most.” : , = : 
_Ina dispatch trom Oklahoma City dated Angust 4. the United Press Interna- 
tional declared that “thousands of persons tleross the Nation's nidlands and 
Souflnvest again last night reported seeing nysterious flashing winking. anid 
spa rkling phenomena that sped and sometimes Zigzagged across ‘the skies. 

“The Air Foree contends most of the sightings were probably stars or planets 
It was the fourth consecutive night of UFO sightings. A lot of ‘people took 
issue with the Air Force's claim that they were stars or planets." : 

Tt can he mentioned in passing that radar does not pick up stars or planets 

In one United Press International dispatell it is stated that “Oklahomans prob- 
ably saw the most” of these sightings. The Oklahoma sightings therefore provide 


j. 


an illuminating example of bow the Air Foree deals with the public in such a 
situation. 

By good fortune, one does not have to rely mainly on newspaper reports, seme- 
times meager, or upon the Air Foree statements. The Depurrment of Public 
Safety of the State of OkKlahuma has sent to the office of Congressman John Jar- 
man, Democrat, of the Oklahoma City congressimal district. and to the National 
Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) in Washington a sum- 
mary of the teletype reports sent into the Oklahoma Highway Patrol Communi- 
cations Network Center, July 31-August 5. from the various highway patrol 
headquarters over the State. 

This valuable document, which was not observed in the files of Project Blue 
Book, will be utilized nm one or more following articles dealing with the curious 
behavior of the Air Force touching the UFO’s and the public. 


[From the Portland (Maine) Evening Express. Jan. 18, 1966] 


THose Fiyine Saucers—Hichway Parrot Report Fires Controversy Over 
UFO's 


(Edito1’s note: This is the second of a series about UFO's (imidentitied flying 
objects) by Bulkley S. Griffin, executive edilor of the Evening Express Washing- 
ton Bureau. He wrote the stories after visiting the UFO office of the U.S. Air 
Force.) 

(By Bulkley Griffin) 


Wasatveton, D.C.—Research into the matter of the unidentified fiying ob- 
jects (UFO's), the U.S. Air Foree, and the public, receives substantial help from 
a report furnished by the Oklahoma Deparimeut of Publie Safety. This sum- 
marizes the messages dealing with UFO sightings tlat passed over the Okla- 
homa Highway Patrol uetwork nn the period July 31-August 5. 

A surver of this information reveals the large number of sightings and the 
much larger vumber of witnesses of those sightings, and lists some radar sight- 
ings by the Air Force. It compares with a generalized attention to those sight- 
ings hy the Air Force and Project Blue Book, the latter the name for the Air 
Force investigation of UFO's. 

At 3:30 pin, August 2, Projeet Blue Book issned a statement assuming to ex- 
plain the avalauche of TFO sightings that had hit the Seuthwest—but probably 
had hit Oklahoma the heaviest—+tarting July 31. 

Therefore, this article will seek to hit the high points of the sightings reported 
on the Oklahoma Highway Patrol network beginning with July 31, up to the 
issuance of the Project Blue Book explination. 

The first report on the teletype came the early morning of July 31. A Wyune- 
wood, Okla.. police offieer, Louis Sikes, reported a UFO. The radar at Tinker 
Air Force Base located the object. A little later, continued the highway patrol 
report, ‘Caswell Air Force Base (Fort Worth, Tex.) aimed their radar at the 
same location and came up with the same fix as Tinker.” Both Tinker and 
Caswell followed the object, which once disappeared and then reappeared. for 
sonie time. Later that day au Associated Press dispatch trom Oklahoma City 
stated flatiy that Tinker and Caswell both had the UFO on radar. 

The next uight saw the CFO reports crowding the highway patrol teletype. 
Some quotations of messages will be given. 

At 9:19 pan. the highway patrel tower sent ont this message: “Since 8 p.m. 
the tower has received in the neighborhood of 25 to 30 visual sightings, many by 
police officers and highway patrol troopers of various unideutified flying objects 
from the Purcell area north through the Norman area to Chandler and back 
through Meeker and Shawnee. 

“Three Shawnee officers and their captain have tour of the objeets in sight 
at this time, also another has cropped up from the south of Teeumseh and is 
apparently going to fly directly over Shawnee. 

“The sightings vary from one to four of the objects at various times starting 
ina reddish color and varying to a white and blue luster. 

“Shawnee reports the objects seem in be flying four to a formation in a 
diamond-trype formation, Cushing has reported Cour of the ghjecis. Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol Units 30 aud 40 have also made vixual sightings. Reports have 
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come from (three) individuals.” Names of two civilians are give; third was a 
police officer from Tulsa, not named. 
“Tinker Air Force Base has had from one to four of them on radar at a time, 
and they advise they are flying very high, at approximately 22,000 feet. whieh 
seems to coincide with the yisnal sightings, all of which are ‘rery high flying 
objects.’ ” pea 

Other ceporis came in the night of Angust 1, The sheriff's office at Chandler 
reported two UFO's, Two indivyiduals—names given—spotted a UFO between 
Norman and Pureell. “Tinker AFB looking at it—or attempting to do so at 
this time with radar—Wichita Falls. Tex.. also notified to look.” Another UFO 
was seen near Forgan, aud sighter's name and address given, 

“Althongh there were nnieroux other reports from other sources which did 
not reach the patrol, those above were all of the reports wheb ineved on the high- 
way patrol wire on Augnst 1° it is stated in the summary from the depart- 
ment of public safety. On August 2, the teletype carried its first UFO report 
of that day at 2 pan. regarding a sighting at 12:50 pan. near Cushing. Other 
reports tollowed throngh the afternoon and night. 

All this from just ove State's highway patrol teletype. 

At 3:30 pm. on August 2 Maj. Hecter Quintanilla, in eharge of Project Blue 
Book, issued the following statement : 

“Initial study of the reports thus far received by the Air,Forve indicates that 
the observatious were astronomical in nature. The objects most likely observed 
were the planet Jupiter and the stars Rigal, Capella, Betelgeux. or Al-debaran, 
which are clearly visible in the eastern sky. The time of reported sightings, the 
azimuth and elevation of the reporied sightings supports this conclusion. In 
addition, yu August 1 and 2 the temperature distribution and varying wind 
speeds observed over the Great Plains, from northern Texas to Wroming 
were favorable for the phenomenon. known as scintillation. Some of the 
reports were the aquarid meteor showers which oceur between July 26 to 
August 6. The meteors approach from the southeast aud streak swiftly across 
the sky trailing sparks. ‘There hax been no confirmation that auy of the sight- 
ings reported were tracked on radar. 

This official statement presents two characteristics typical of Air Force treat- 
ment of UFO reports. First, a0 specific sighting is mentioned, aud just about 
every conceivable reason for seeking to explain away the multitude of sightings 
over eight States is inelnded. 

Second, no radar sighting is admitted. This is despite the highway patrols 
report of Tinker and Carswell Air Force Bases having a fix on a July 81 object. 
and Tinker baring 4 fix on up to four objects the night of August 1-2; and de- 
spite national wire services reports of these radar sightings and of a Wichita 
weather station radar sighting of several T'FO’s, 

Radar does not pick up stars and planets, as has been stated. Further, 
corroboration of visual sightings by a radar sighting—as the Okla- 
homa Highway Patrel indicated on one oceasion the night of Angust 1 
woul strengihen the argument that some UFO's are real and unknown. 

But that Sugnst 2 statement from Project Blue Book was immediately attacked 
from a different augle hy Director Robert Risser of the Oklahoma Science and 
Art Foundation Planetarium in Oklahoma City. To quote a UPI dispatch: 

“-That (Project Blue Buok statement) is as far from the truth as you can 
get.” Risser said, ‘Somebody hay made a mistake. These stars and planets are 
one the opposite side of the earth from Oklahoma City at this time of year’ 

Major Quintanilla, recently asked about the comment of Directer Risser, 
pointed out the UFO reports were eoming in from several States, aud said his 
August 2 announcement referred to Wyoming where {he stars in question were 


visible. He added the statement applied te Oklahoma between 1 and 4+ in the 
morning. 


{From the Portiand (Maine) Evening Express, Jan, 19, 1966] 


THoss “PLYEsG Saucers” —-New Hau psHIRE SIGIITING ONE OP MOST FRIGHTENING 


(Editors Note: This is the (hird of a series about UFO's (unidentified flying 
objects) by Bulkley 8. Griffin. executive editor of the Evening Express. Washing- 
ton burean.) 


Wasntweton, D.C.—-One of the more inipressive sightings of an unidentified 
flying object (UFO) ceeurred near Exeter, N.H.. last September. As narrated, 
it was an extended closeup observation of a lighted object that was noiseless and 
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close to the ground. Several persons apparently observed it, three of them, in- 
eluding two policemen, at one time. 

The couchision of Project Blye Book—the name of the Air Foree TFO probe 
thal announces the final verdicts on sightings—thal the New Hampshire watchers 
saw low-flying airplanes. is of a piece with many other Air Force attempted 
explainings away. L( doesn't make seuse. 

The New Hawpshire sighting is of significance on ancther ground. It involves 
the reperted effect of a UEO iu disturbing and exciting animals. 

The sequence ef events ear Eseter began at 1 o'elock in the morning of last 
September 3 when Exeter Police Officer Engene P. Bertrand. fr. 30. cruising in 
his.police car, cue upen an auto dvawn ip by the side of the read and in it an 
hysterical wontan, who according to the officer's report to the invesiigative officer 
from Pease Air Force Base, N.H., “stated she was too upset te drive.” She 
stated a light had been following her and had stopped oyer her ear.” The officer 
stayed with her about 15 minutes, sought to reassure her, saw nothing, and 
departed for the pulice station, 

There he found Nerman J. Muosearello, 18, of Exeter whe hid came to the sta- 
tion to tell of his experience while a few miles out of Eseter. [lp said some- 
thing big with dazzling, flashing red lights had appeared inoving just above the 
treetops. It had moved rather slowly toward him, He had jumped inte the 
diteh for safety. Theu the thing had disappeared. 

Officer Bertraud took Musearello with him in his patrol car aud they retnrned 
to the field where Musxcarello had had his alamming experience. They both got 
out of the car and walked inte the field. Bertrand having a Hashlight. At this 
peint Officer Bertraud’s report te an examining efficer at Pease AFB can be 
taken up. 

“When we had gone about 50 feet a group of five bright red lights came from 
behind a group of trees near ux. They were extremely bright and flashed one 
at a time. 

“At one time they came so close J fell ty the ground and started to draw my 
gun. The lights were so bright [ was unalle to make out auy form. 

“There was mo sound or vibration but the farm animals were upset in the 
area and making a lot of noixe. When the lights started coming near us again 
Musearellu and [ran for the ear, * * * 

“T radioed Patrolmau David Hunt who arrived in a few minutes. He also 
observed the lights which were still over the field at an estimated altitude of 100 
feet and finally disappeired in the distance at fhe same altitude. The lights 
were always in line al about 60° angle. When the object meved the lower light» 
were always forward of the others.” 

In this s¢ the Air Force, which generally appears to hang back frem much 
investigating of UFO reports. did do some investigating. It interviewed the 
sighters and neighbors. 

The Pease AFB officer. who headed this local military probe and who. by the 
war. was a command pilot. made this finding : 

“At this time have been unable to arrive at a prolmble cause of this sighting. 
The three observers seem to be stable, reliable persons, especially the twe patrol- 
men. I viewed the area of the sighting and feund nothing in the area that ernmd 
be the probable cause. Pease AFB had tive B-47 aircraft flying in the area during 
this period but do nat helieve they had any connection with this sighting.” 

However, Project Blue Book lists louw-flying airplanes as probably rexpunsille 
for this Exeter sighting. Maj. Hector Quintanilla, in charge of Blue Book, states 
that the &th Air Foree SAC (Strategic Air Command) zroup at Westover Air 
Foree Base, Mass.. was conducting a low-level operation, called Big Blast, at 
the time. He said he believes the Exeter “people were lvoking at luw-level 
aireraft.” 

The effect of a UFO on animals had been reported in a New York State case 
about 2 weeks before the Exeter event. An investigating officer from the 
Niagara Falls Air Force Base, commenting on the sighting of a low-down UFO 
near Cherry Creek, N-Y., on Augusi 19. said: 

“Preliminary analysis revealy object not explainable in conventional ferns. 
Object cansed reduction in farm cows!’ nulk from 215 cans te 1 can. Disturbed 
bull in field. Cansed dog to bark.” This sighting, by the way, is one of the 
very few that Project Blue Book has marked “Unidentified.” 

The Exeter UFO produced a fairly familiar charge: namely that the Air 
Foree songht to suppress pews of the sighting. In this instanee the charge 
eame from Raymond Fuwler, of Wenhain, Mass.. head of a local aren NICAP 
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group, who went to the scene to investigate for NICAP. The latter stands for 
National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena, the unofficial but re- 
sponsible Washington organization. The Fowler charges are in the files uf Blue 
Book and of NICAP. 

Fowler talked with witnesses and others and said he was told that Pease 
AFB officers had usked the police and a local newspaper correspoudent uot 
to Mention the sightings. The request was put to the police on thé ground 
people would be alurmed if told the facts, it is stated. 

Major Quintanilla, informed of this charge, said that “I would not allow any 
suppression of uews.” However. it is an impression in Washington that officers 
a good deal higher than Major Quintanilla would not exert theniselres to prevent 
news suppression of UFO sightings. 

The Hayerhill (Mass.) Gazette wrote an editorial on this UFO in the neigh- 
borhood, in which it “So mauy have reported seeing it (the Exeter UFO) 
and their descriptions jibe so closely that. unless they have banded together 
in one large hoax, their stories must be given credence.” 


(From the Portland (Maine) Wvening Express, Jan. 20, 1966) 


THOSE “FLYING Savcers’—Am Force BrusHes Orr FLoov oF SIGHTINGS IN 
SourH WEsT 


(Editor's note: This is the fourth of a series about UFO's (unidentified flying 
objects) by Bulkley S. Griffin, executive editor of the Evening Express, Wash- 
ington bureau.) 

Wasureton, D.C.—A good 2 weeks after the flood of unidentified flying object 
(UFO) sightings last August over Oklaboma and other Soutliwestern States, 
Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma City, produced its formal survey and judg- 
ment. It sent this several-page explanation of sightings in its wide area to 
Project Blue Book, the Air Force office in charge of the UFO investigatious and 
eonelusions. 

Vhis report is a good exanple of Air Forve anti-CFO propaganda. Except 
for meution of one specific sighting—which was decreed to be a weather baloon— 
the report is generalized. pulling out all the stops on the possibilities of citizens 
making mistakes and ineluding a statement from the official of a planetarium in 
Oklahoma City whose text was that “the average person is uneducated as to what 
the sky normally tooks like.” 

Tuterviews with military experts are given. which mention unusually bright 
stars at this time of year. a haze that refleets things from the ground. the fre- 
queney of weather balloons and so on. 

An impressive but superficial ease is made for weather balloons as fooling 
people iuto thinking they are seeing a UFO. The number released daily in the 
Oklahoma area is considerable. 

But the fact is that the citizens thereabouts have lived with these balloons day 
after day and year after vear and by now must be fairly well acquainted with 
what they look like and how ther act. They are also pretty well acquainted 
with stars, which af the moment may be supplanting balloons as the favorite 
explanation put forth by Project Blue Book, 

The Tinker AFB veport did not need to avoid meution of particular sightings. 
The Oklahoma Highway Patrol teletype reported a number of sightings well worth 
investigation «nd these teletype [FO reports were relayed to all major news- 
papers, wire services and TV aud radio stations across the State of Oklahoma: 
also to the weather wire teletype system. They were available to sincere Air 
Force investigators. 

The failnre ie interview witnesses could he termed negative Air Force prop- 
agaunda. The highway patrol messages named close to a dozen civilian wit- 
nesses usually with addresses, and the number of highway patrol officers that had 
sigbtings must have tetaled two dozen and more. Yet the formal August 20 re 
sort from Tinker shows interviews with but twe civilians and two police officers. 

Maj. Heetor Quiutanilla, in command of Project Blue Book. says the Air 
Foree seeks interviews with persons who call up and whose names they learn. 
“We are not interested in persons who go to the newspapers or to radia and TV 
stations,” he said. The wisdom of this exclusion is of course wide open to ques- 
tion-—assmmiing that the Air Force is seeking information. 
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But Tinker AFB itself must have received dozens of calls during the heavy 
sighting period ef July 31 through August 5. This much is indicated by a 
sentenve sent out over the highway patrol uetwork the night of August 2 ‘“The 
security officer at Tinker Field reports he has been swamped with calls the past 
hour from people reporting UFO's.” This report refers to just 1 hour of the 
several-day sighting period. 

Chances are, it is said. that the Air Force handling of the (FO problem may 
be allowed to drag along by an apathetic public. Yet one may speculate 
what an honest and energetic investigation might do. For one thing, it wonld 
investigate some of the sightings reperted by the Oklahoma highway patrol. 

For instance, take this report that moved with mauy otliers, over the teletrpe 
August 4. ‘Twenty-five people at a church in Cushing. Okla.. all watched 
several UFO's. Sometimes they would stay stationary, then wonld move at a 
high rate of speed. Were moving south for a while, then stopped and stood 
still for some time, then were joined by two and moved to the west at high 
speeds, then turned and traveled east for a while, then stopped completely and 
stood still, then went east and suddenly disappeared from sight. ‘The first ones 
were orange lights, the ones that joined them had red and green lights like 
airplanes. PD (police department) Cushing also observed the same things.” 

Or the “approximately 80 calls” to the Suawnee Police Department reporting 
4 or 5 lighted objects traveling northwest which “make no conventional noise 
such as an aircraft does but rather make a humming noise,” Or what did the 
five citizens of Norman, O&la., see looking at a white globe 30-4) feet in diameter 
through a “tripod-mounted 160-power telescope.” 

The evidence is convincing that the Air Force—for reasons it doesn’t an- 
hounce—is not really trying to discover what the UFO's are. Or. if the Air 
Force already kiovws, it is painstakingly keeping its information from the public. 
Chief blame for this lack of action mnst rest on the Goverinuent. 

But another culprit. the scientific eonmmunity, musi bear blame according to 
an August article by Robert C. Cowen, natural science editor of the Christian 
Science Monitor. He wrote in part: 

“The main reason there has leen no scieutifie study of the (UFO) puzzle ts 
social pressure within the scientific community. Jt has not been due to lack 
of opportunity to gather data. 

“Many scientists feel the whole subject is ‘kooky.’ They dismiss it with 
ridicule. It cau be personally embarrassing. even detrimental to a scientist's 
career, to try to take the suucer problem seriously.” 

it is time to investigate; scientific knowledge of some sort resides in the 
UFO phenomenon, said the writer. 


(From the Portland (Maine) Evening Express, Jan. 21,1966] 


THose “Fuyine Saucers’—WauHatr Suerirrs Saw Wasy't Srar, UFO Proser 
ADMITS 


(Editor's note: This is the fifth of a series about UFO's (unidentified flring 
objects) by Bulkley 8S. Griffin, executive editor of the Evening Express, Wash- 
ington burean) 

WasuHinetTon. D.C.—The case of the two Texas deputy sheriffs whose patrol 
car was allegedly followed by an unidentified fying object (UFO) so that ther 
hit 110 miles an hour in rushing away, is worth mentioning for its own sake in 
any study of the Air Force-U FO confrontation. F 

The case also illustrates the possibility of a more realistic treud in Project Bine 
Book—whieh is the name of the Air Porce’s investigation of UEO's, 

Project Blue Book first listed the Texas sighting as. “Refraction of Stay 
antares distorted due to inversion.” This verdict was « highly improbable one 
from the start, as will be seen from the testimony of the two deputy sheriffs. 
Recently, Maj. Hector Quintanilla, in conumand of Project Blue Book. stated he 
has withdrawn this eonelusion after talking over the phone with Deputy Sheriff 
McCoy. The star verdict didu’t seem to fit. So Blue Book now records the sight- 
ing as one of the very few unexplained ones on its rolls. 

Another recent vase of reconsideration of a verdiet occurred in the instauce of 
the four lighted objects seen together by niany observers the night of August 1-2. 
according to the teletrpe reports of the Oklahonia Highway Patrol. The latter 
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said Tinker AFB had picked then up. But Blue Book had this sighting listed 
as “Astro (Antares)<' Radar does not pick np stars, as previously noted. 

Reeenfly, however, as thix writer was disenssing this sighting at the head- 
quarters of Project Blue Book and pointed out that a Tinker AFB radar squadren 
sergeant had referred to (wo stationary objeets and two moving in the formation. 
Project Blue Book proposed that the two stationary objects were stars—the 
brightest of them Aidteres—and the two alleged to be moving could be airplines. 

The two cases. one in Ukinhema and one in Texas, suggest tu some observers 
that Project Blne Book, while vigerously trying to explain away has of late 
oecasionally sought to throw a litde wore credibility iute its iuvestigations and 
conclusions, 

But to get fo the two Texas deputy sheriffs, who. as it eame about. were fol- 
lowed by a UFO the same nig September 3—on which at least oue person in the 
Exeter, N.H., ense reported being followed. 

Chiet Deputy Sheriff Billy F. MeCoy and Deputy Sheriff Robert W. Goode 
were on routine patrol near Damon, Tex.—whieb is around 40 miles sonth- 
east of Honston—when they saw a bright purple light, which soon produced a 
smaller blue light, on the horizon about 5 miles nway. One of the officers stndied 
the lights through binoculars, They had slowed down off the edge of the high- 
way when the lights started rapidly toward them. 

The testimony of Chief Deputy Sheriff McCoy, as given tu an investigating 
officer fron Ellington AFB, Tex., continues: 

“The object ctme up to the pasture next the highway about 156 feet off the 
highway and abont 160 feet high. The bulk of the object was plainly visible 
and appeared to be triangular shaped with a bright purple light on the left and 
the smaller, less bright. blue Hight on the right end. The hulk of the object ap- 
peared tu be dark gray in color with uo other distinguishing features, It ap- 
peared to be about 200 feet wide and 10-50 feet think in the middle tapering off 
toward both ends. There was no noise or any trail. 

“The bright purple light illuminated the ground directiv underneath it and 
the area in front of it. including the highway aud the interior of our patrol car. 
The tall grass under the object did not appear to be disturbed. 

“There was a bright moon ont and it cast a shadow of the object on the ground 
immediately below it im the grass. Depnty Sheriff Goode was in the driver's 
seat with his left arm lying in the open window. Although he was wearing a 
long-sleeved shivt and a coat, he later said that he felt the heat apparentlr 
emanating from the object.” 

The officers rushed away toward Damon “as fast as we could go" traveling 
“at speeds up to 110 miles an lonr,” xaid Me Coy. Arrived in Damon, they dis- 
cussed the matter. “We were hoth scared but still wanted to fiud out what it 
was.” So they returned to the scene aud saw the UFO on the horizou acting 
exactly as it had before. “We decided to leave the area because we figured that 
the object would siurt coming toward us again.” stated McCoy. 

The report to Blue Book of the investigating officer from Ellington Air Farce 
Base believes the two deputy xheriffs definitely saw “some nnsnal object.” This 
report reads in part : 

“Atter talking with beth officers involved in the sighting there ig no doubt in 
wy mind that ther definitely saw some mesual object or phenomenon. However, 
my investigation failed to uneover any faets that permitted me. with my meager 
knowledge of such things. to arrive at any explanation for the unusual sighting. 

“Both officers appeared to be intelligent. mature. levelheaded persons capable 
of sound jndgment and reasouing. Chief Deputy Sheriff MeCoy hold a rexpousible 

position in the department requiring the supervision over 42 personuel, Both 
officers have been subjected to considerable friendly ridicnle from their cou- 


temporaries and the local tawnspeuple; but have continued to profess the facts 
of their sighting * * *." 


[From the Portland (Maine) Evening Express, Jan. 22, 1966] 


THose “FLying Saveers’—Evipence InpicaTes A Force MIsLeapine PUBLIC 
on UFO's 


(By Bulkley Griffin (last of six articles) ) 


WASHINGTON, D.C.—This is the fiual one of half a dozen articles on the uni- 
dentified flying objects (UFO's), the U.S. Air Force. which has the official job 
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of investigating the sightings, and the public. The conclusious reached have 
been assisted by two more examilations of the tiles of Project Glue Book, the 
Air Force uanie for its study aud its verdiets on UFO reports 

A main covelusion can be brietiy stated. It is that the Air Force is misleading 
the public by it continuing campaign to produce and maintain belief that all sight- 
ings ein be explained away as nlixidentifications of familiar objects, such as 
balloons, stars, and aircraft. 

The logical assumption. backed by mneh cirenmmstuntial evidence, is that the 
Air Force is deliberately misleading the public. 

Jin this campaign the Air Force, backed by uermal public respect for the miliary 
and for authoritative statements. aud also assisted by the natural human dis 
inclination to think wneemmonly or tu be laughed at, bas been largely succe 

Howerer, the Air Force suecess in having the pubtie believe what it wan 
to believe respecting UFO's is steadily and conspicuously lessening. More and 
more skepticism is beiug voiced in newspapers and by citizens. 

Another ehief conclusion is this: no energetic and thurough elfert to investi- 
gate the nnidentifled firing object phenomenon is being made by the Air Force or 
ever has been wade by it. And this charge holds trne respect any other Gov- 
erpment agency and rexpecting what has been termed the Nation's scientific 
community, 

Reasons for the persevering Air Force performance are unknown to the public. 
In the speculation one of the following three reasons is commonly advanced: the 
Air Force fears national panie if the truth abont the UFO's were told: the Air 
Foree feels it is stuck with its story; or the Air Force is silenced by the Central 
Intelligence Ageney. 

The first alleged reason, however uncomplimentary to the inteUigence of our 
citizens, is one that has been heard at the Capitol off and on fur approaching 20 
Years. Some speculate it may be the reason the Air Force has given to the chair- 
men of the two congressional space committees in its understood endeavor to hold 
off a congressional investigation of the UFO subject. 

What is the truth about (he UFO’s? It is quite possible that no one on this 
earth knows. 

A veteran New England congressional leader, who was in a Position to kuow, 
told this writer that the Air Force didn't know what they are. Officials of the 
Central Intelligence Agency onght to know if anyoue does. yet a former head of 
the CIA, Adm. R. H. Hillenkootter, affirmed helf a dozen years ago that he did 
uot helieve in the Air Force explainings-away : but le did not indicate le thought 
he thought he knows the truth of the matter. 

An increasing number of good observers hold that a sizable minority of the 
sightings—many sightings presumably are misidentifications—represeut some- 
thing new and unknown. A large unmber of these observers, who include 
veteran pilots, radar operaters. air traffie controllers. teachers. astronomers, aud 
other experts, Dold that the unknown UFO's are extraterrestrial. 

Te all this Air Forre officials can and do respond that net n single fangibte 
hit of evidence of any such UFO las been found. This is a mighty strong argu- 
ment, the strougest argument of the so-calted explainers-awar. 

Yet to an augmenting wumber of competent observers the evidence grows 
stronger that some of the (UFO's are real and really nnknown., So very many 
impr essive sightings cum't be explained away. it is said. 

“From the United States. from Argentina. Vruguay. Portugal, France, Aut- 
arctien, aud Australin (from four continents) have come the rash of reports of 
sightings of Mnidentitied tying objects iUPFO'sy. The sightings have been the 
inost Dumerous since WAST.” So summarized a United Press International dis- 
prteh fast August, 

First and last. few presumably will challenge a conclusion that the mystery 
aud the problein of the unidentified flying object revsain with this world. 

And as for the Air Force, with its intensive cainpaign to explain away every 
UFO sighting, it wight lisien to the recent advice of a veteran astronomer, Dr. 
I. M. Levitt, director of the Fels Planetarium. Franklin Institute, Philadelphia. 
said: 

“It would be well if onr Projeet PBlne Book officiais were simply to indic:tte 
that sightings ina minority of eases cannot be explaine Tewenld clear the air 
ofa great deal of misunderstanding and misirnst of this greup by the intelligeut 
laymen and observers who haye secn objects in the sky.” 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR Force, 
Washington, January 18, 1966. 
Hon. L. Menve Rivers, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
House of Representatives. 


DEAR MR. CHAtRMAN: Recently you requested information in behalf of Mr. 
Jobu R. Gray about unidentitied flying objects (UFO). 

The Air Force dves not withhold or censor information on UFO's. The re- 

sults of all Air Foree investigations are available to bona fide news representa- 
lives and scientific researchers. Press releases are issued as warranted, and 
an annual report (copy attached) on the project is available to the public. There 
hag never beev an order issued by the Secretary of the Air Foree to suppress or 
withhold such information. 
The three conclusions set ferth in Mr. Gray's letter are, in fact, the conclu- 
sions which were reached as a result of a panel of scientific consultants that met 
at the reyuest of the Government to study the problem in 1953. For your in- 
formation, the U.S. Air Force Scientific Advisory Board has been asked to 
evaluate the UFO program. An ad hoe committee has been appointed aud will 
convene sometime in February. The results will be available shortly after the 
meeting. 

AS a result of investigating over 10,000 reports since 1947, we cannot assaci- 
ate disruption of running engines, radios, and headlights, or malfunction of air- 
eraft instruments. ov heat sensations with UFO activity. Nor can we attribute 
{hem to aircraft wperatious. There are many plausible explanations for effects 
such as car radio static When passing powerlines, overheated car engines. drops 
in power and voltage in the electrical system, malfunction ef equipment, and 
imagination or panic of an observer. Weather conditions such as temperature 
inversious cau cause Enown natural or conventional objects to appear to borer, 
mmeve around, and change colors. Satellites and balloons make no nvise while in 
flight, Balloons ean Also hover and suddenly accelerate depending on the wind 
eouditions. 

The foregoing information also explains our third conclusion. There has never 
been a top-secret decument, entitled “Estimate of the Situation,” which con- 
eluded that UFO's are interplaretary in nature. 

As of December 31, 1965, the Air Force has received 10,060 reports since 194T 
of which (45 are unidentified and cannot be explained. It is our opinion that 
all reports could be explained if more detailed objective data had been avail- 
able. However. because of the fact that analyses of UFO sightings depend pri- 
marily on the personal inmpressions and interpretations of the observer rather 
than on accurate scientific data or facts obtained under controlled conditions, 
positive identification of all sightings is improbable. Information on auy UFO 
report is available to private citizens upen request. 

Photographs received in conjunction with UFO reports are evaluated by photo 
analysis personnel. The objects in such photographs have been evaluated as 
known uatural or conventional objects which hare been misinterpreted by the 
observer. Such photographs are returned to the owner after analysis. 

Our Project Blue Book office is located at Wright-Pattersou AFB, Ohio, where 
ali UFO records are kept. All objects which have been picked up or tracked ol 
radar have been identified as flocks of birds, weather phenomena. or retlectious 
from ground targets. Radar seope photugraphy ix ciassitied ouly if it reveals 
‘lassified defense information. 

The joint Arwy-Nuvy-Air Force publication 146 deals with UFO's only as a 
eatchall class of sightings that does not fall into a recognized category such as 
aips, submarines, aircraft, or guided missiles, The purpose of the publication 
is to provide uniform instructions for the peacetime reporting of what is judged 
to be vital intelligence sightings. Any person who violates the provisions of 
the publication may be liable to prosecution thereunder. The purpose of this 
is Ww emphasize the necessity for handling of such information within official 
channels ouly. 

The article appearing in the December 24, 1950. issue of TIG Brief, entitled 
UFO's Serious Business,” Las been misinterpreted. The purpose of this article 

* simply to improve the quality of reports and investigative procedure It 
Also contained g sidelines for effective reporting and the eqnipment necessary 
for ii-estigations, We have no knowledge of any research projects such as 
lose stated by My. Gray, uor do we have any information about the Santiago, 
Chile, incident. 
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Alt UFO reports which are submitted to the Air Force are regarded as 
earnest reports from people who have seen an aerial object which they could 
not identify. The parpose of otr program is to evaluate such reports and te 
inform the observer of the cause of his sighting. 

The National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena is a private 
organization which is in no way affiliated with our Governmeut. 

It isa pleasure to again be of service to you. 

Sincerely, 
Dwigut W. CovE.t, 
Colonel, USAF, 
Congressional Inquiry Division, Office of Legislative Liatson. 


January 11. 1966. 
Hon. L. MENDEL Rivers. 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 


My Desr Sir: Thank you for the very prompt reply (Jan. 6, 1966) to my 
letter of December 29, regarding UFO's. You stated that you may check out 
my coniments with the proper authorities. Knowing in advance essentially 
what reactions you will receive from these authorities. be they Air Force. 
Department of Defense, or Congressional Inquiry Division officials, I strengly 
and respectfully request you withhold arceptanee of their statements until 
You contact Maj. Donald Kerhoe (USMC, retired) or Mr. Richard Hall. These 
gentlemen, ag you are undoubtedly aware. are director and associate director. 
respectively, of NICAP and can be reached at NOrth 7-434. 

This course of action is most desirable for the ultimate best interest of 
the American people as it permits both sides of this controversy to be im- 
partially weighed. 

NICAP. in the 9 years since its inception. las amassed sufficient factnal in- 
formation, documentation. and evidence to refute any or all Air Foree claims. 
The organization asks only that it be given the opportunity to present this 
information in open heariugs in order to attain its immediate goal of getting 
to the people the truth about the UFO's, as ean be ascertained and officially 
confirmed: aud the best hope of achieving this end is through congressional 
action. 

Respectfully yours. 
Joun R. Gray, 
Huntington Beach, Calif. 


DECEMBER 20, 1965. 
Hon. L. MeEnpet RIvers, 
US. House of Representatives, 
The House Office Building. 
Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Sir: As chairman of the House Armed Services Coramittee, Fou may 
be the proper persou iu the House, to whom I should address this correspondence 
pertaining to a subject. the seientifie aspect of which promises far-reaching impti- 
cations. A considerable amount of genuine scientific research by private indi- 
viduals in this field is being thwarted, in part, by a policy of an agency of the 
U.S. Government through the employment of ridieule and the withholding of 
pertinent information. It is a field that has been the subject of suppresvion since 
1947 aud particularly since 1953 by order of the Secretary of the Air Force. 

The subject, of which [ write. is that of unidentified flying objects (UFO's) 
and the Air Force censorship in the handling of legitimate sightings aud reports. 
The publicized conclusions, in part, of the Air Force’s Project Blue Book are: 

(1) No unidentified fiying object reported, investigated, and evaluated by 
the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat to our natienal security; 

(2) There has been no evidence submitted to or disclosed by the Air Force 
that sightings categorized as unidentified represent teclinological develop- 
ments or principles beyond the rauge of present day scientific knowledge: 
and 

(3) There has been no evidence indicating that sightings categorized ay 
unidentified are extra terrestrial vehicles. 

Other than the close encounters with UFO's reported by airline and military 
pilots. au element of truth can be conceded in conclusion (1). However, the 
vadility of number (2) niust be disputed. Do we possess any aircraft that can: 

1. On close proximity to ground vehicles disrupt (he running engines. 
headlights, and radios of those vehicles? 
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2, On close proximity to conventional aircrafts cause their gyro con- 
passes and direction finders to momentarily wmalfunetion ? 

ok Ou close proximity to conventional aircralts o round vehicles canse 
intense heat sensation experienced by their cecupianits ? 

+ Wover ai auy oue peint at any given time und suddenly accelerate hori 
gentally or vertionlly out of sight ii a matter of 35 to 10 seconds? 

5. Execute an abrupt 90° or 180° change of direction while in fight? 
Make ue discernible sound while in flight’ 

» Glow brilliantly aud change calars% 7 

Sach behavier and charicterisries have heen witnessed hy Trelinble persons 
and documented cnumerahle timex and are very familiar tu ihe Air Force: i 
addition lo being defirdfely beyond the ‘pe ot our present tecunclogy. Tf e+ 
eision (3) had inehided the word “proot™ instead ef “evidence,” the probability 
of truth eon aise he eoueeded here. sit the starement ig Hkewise 
false fur the same reasous as fhe arguments Listed against eenelision (2). Since 
our present state of technaloge does nat peruiit sfietory explanations to siteh 
behaviors ef those objecis, what other assuuption cnn a selentifie mind make 
than that their origin is extra terrestrial? It nay be recalled that the Air Tech- 
nical Tutelligenee Center (ALIC) at Wrieht-Patrerson APR, Dayten, Qhie, in 
Tilly AM gtest of TOkS concluded in their top secret document estimate of the 
situation thar UPurs were interplanetary. While top Air Foree officials will 
vehemently deny tlitt such a docunent ever existed, proof that it dees exist and 
is aceessthle for examination by interested Members of Congress—but net fren 
the Air Force. 7 

While the Siy Foree does not publicly admit to the existence of the wealth of 
dortaneuted evidence that lias heen aecenmulated siuce before the appearauce of 
the first airplane, it docs admit te pos ing at least 663 “nuiknow1s” on the 
books, Sightings classified ag “unknowus” are those well decumented by official 
vid ouneffictal sourees but remain uneolved aud “unexplainable.” Private 
citizens inqniring ito the nature of these wikuowns will be told that sueh is 
assified information CAPR 200-2 parueraphs 9 and if). It shonld be noted. 
in this respect. thar View President Howiphrey and Senater Birch Barh were 
tiisiuformed by the Air Poree through the Conetessionul Taygnity Divi sion to 
the effect that all of the 663 ‘unknown cases were solved, The letter {uo Sena- 
for Bayh was signed hy Col. Frederick A. Faliringer. 

DeUings with the Air Foree esueerning inforwntion of UFOS have preven 
fo be a one-way prepoxitien—all in and none out. Is it little wouder that onir 
ahowt 10 percent of the eitizenry dare risk disparngement for subuiitting reports 
that are truly wnexpliinable? The “leading” of photographie evidence of a 
sighting Uy oa witness jo the Ate Force tantamount te forfeiture.  Infre- 
quently. au Air Force vslip-ape cecurs iu bis farer. 

The Air Pores maintains that there js no eensorship of TFOA's, Anvone tol- 
lowing this subject kurews differeutly. Strong feelings were expressed by three 
of wy neqiaintinees. all departed i recent years from ser in that brauch, 
dn verifWwine the fepsorshiy: does indeed exist. Two were radar technicians, 
one of whaur w slaflened at White Sands ii 140 while the other was s ed 
to the 7760) Tuvdar Squadrent at Point Arena, Calif, in LOW1-G2. The third was 
ameuher af Project Bite Book in Alaska durtug 1901-62. 

The Joint Chicfs of Start regwlation JANAP 146, section LIL title 18, United 
States Code 793, Mhreatens linposilion of pewdties of L te 10 yeurs jmprisonient 
and/or up to $10,000 fine upon any Aire Force pilot who reveals an official VO 
report. Such harsh punishment would certainly be indicative of (ue seriousness 
with whieh the Air Force regards the UFO's; and all Me while the publicized line 
is “ther dow'l fist. Pho official position was subsequently revealed When on 
December 24, 59, an Air Foree Tuspecter General brief wax issaed stative (har 
“TPO'S are § us Bueiness” aud instructing all investigating officers to le 
equipped with geizer counters, The degree of seriousness ean alse be realized 
When one considers the lengths to whieh six agencies of the Federal Goverment 
are eatending themselves in research: fo uneever the suspected secret of these ob- 


jee {hal of wity control, om nutigravity peaver. Fort such prejects of 
rexearel of varying degreres are currently beiug eubisidized including 53 wuder Air 


ssipervision, 

While it is understandable that iufurmation pertaining to these projoets does 
Hof pecossarily foll ao the sphere uf the publie’s “right to kueie there is he 
apparent reasou or justification for the contiguation of this “blackont™ potier 
regarding UFO's, Lf matiers net wheter thix po was in uted hy the 4 
Force ov its superior, bit it does miatcer When individual research iu this field is 
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stifled; and it matters when the American people are denied the righr to know 
what kind of powers ther may be up against. Persisteuce in this dogmatie atti- 
tude will ouly teud to deteriorate public merale if nor the publie trust in the Air 
Force when irrefutable preof of the existence of these objevts hnuimifosts itself. 

Those belind this official “blackout” should be displaying real responsibilliy 
to all of us by desisting frown the practices of ridienling sincere witnesses aud 
belittling sightings that defy explandtions and at leas: extend pullie ucknowl- 
edgement of soine credence (6 the evidence that abounds. Lustituting a policy of 
dealing hunestlr, for 2 change. with the people would prepare the way tea mini- 
mum of possible panic (assuming Chis to be the basic redsen for the censorship) 
upou arrival of that “mement of proof. (Please, excuse the pun.) Cousider 
the contrast of the disrespect shawn Americans to the eonsideration extended tlie 
eltizens af Argeniina and Chile. For example. on Augist 3.1965, the radio and 
TY statious of Santiage. Chile, alerted the pepnlous to view the three luminous 
discus hovering over the city for seme 25 minutes before moving slowly away. 

With the Lope tat we may yet receive such courte instead of treatment as 
children, I respectfully urge that you consider the undertaking of a learing inte 
this dexpicabic situation. Until this condition is brought out duro (ie apen, aineh 
of (he news media will eotitinue to refrain from giving the UFO's serious consider. 
ation they se justly deserve, 

All statemeits unide in this letter ean be smbstantiated by the National Fuye 
gations Comuiftee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) located at 1980 Connecticut 
Avenue NW. Washington, D.C, Documented evidence and anthentieation re- 
guired to support the assertion that x censorship does in fact exist will be pit at 
the disposal of your committee hy NICAP npon request. 

Respectfully rours, 


Joun BR. Gusy, Auniington Beaeh, Calif. 


[From Life magazine. Apr. 1. 1966] 
A WELL-WITNESSED “TSYASION’-—bBY SOMETHING 


FROM AUSTRALIA TO MICHIGAN, A FLUBRY OF EFRIE VFO SIGHTINGS 


Call them what yen will: fiving saucers. nnidentified fiviug objects (UFO's), 
optical Fusions, er the first <rmptoms of the silly season. They are back 
again—and seen by more people than ever before, Some are greenish an] iri- 
descent, like the mystery thing that swooped dewu over Perth. Australia. several 
weeks azo. Others are football shaped and aylow with pulsating Helts. Last 
week the manifestations seemed almost to have renehed the proportions of au 
invasion. Near Ann Arbor, Mieh.. 52 witnesses, ineluding a dezen policemen. 
aw 5 strange objects hevering ever a swamp. The next day a glowing Ming 
flouted over a small college in Hillsdale. Mich. nud was sighted ly 47 students, 
an assistant dean and the Jocal civil defense director, Whatever the explanation 
of the peculiar phenamena—seen and described similarly by so many—sxomet hing 
surely wets in the air. 


“tr Wasn't No Hviiabittraron,” Sam tHe Farvyr. anp 52 AGREED 


(By Paul O'Neil) 


Dexter Townsarr, Micw.—Frank Mamuor has never believed in flying saucers. 
Hasn't any need of them. Wishes he'd never seen one. Frank should lave been 
hor iv the day of Paw‘) Boone. Since he wast. hes on the unemplorment. 
Still, he’s a happy mau. Or war. 

Be ix a husky, grizzled celliny of 4¢ whe has 10 ehlildren, a well of water with 
an outside puinp, a solidir build privy, a TV set and a battered refrigerator with 
the coil on tep. Penr dixembodied aufemobiles rest beside his white. tumble- 
down, two-story farmhouse in the open ceuntry 12 miles northwest of Aun 
Arbor. Ther provide parts for his geod ear. He bas an ancient schoolbus for 
huuting expeditions. Tle also hax six dugs. The dogs started it all. When they 
began “barkin’ and bellerin’ " at 8 e’eloek that Sunday uight, Frank ran outside— 
even though he wax wearing his snit panis—-amd lovked east into swarupland 
from the rise of ground on whieh the lonse is built. He saw lights and a faint 
red glow “like cigarets being smoked.” 
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Frank called his 19-year-old son, Ronnie, Suit pants or not. they started dewn 
toward whatever it was. “I thought a meteor hed hit, that maybe we could 
pick np pieces of it.’ Frank said. 

It never for a minnte occurred to him that the United States hadn't had a 
good. mysterious flying saucer manifestation for a coon’s age, that it was proba- 
bly time for a new visitation from the mysterious little men from outer space 
and that they had decided to use southern Michigan in general and lis swamp 
i icular fer the dangdest display of flashing lights and whizzing half-seen 
iuce Frank Perkins fired a .22 rifle at a New York crow-—and hit a 
fireworks faectory—hack in 1951, 

Frank Manor soon realized that he and his son were stalking some kind of 
thing. The ground between his house and the swamp iy hummocky, rolling, but 
the night was clear and moonlit and the glow ahead was plain. ‘Just like we 
were hunting deer,” Frank said to Ronnie, “Don’t talk. we'll sneak up on it.” 

They jumped a ereek, climbed a rise. and there it was, a few hundred yards 
ahead in the marsh. The thing seemed as long as an automobile. and wore a 
green light on one end and a white light on the other. Its back was humped 
and Jonked grayish- or bluish-brown and was “quilted” or rough “like coral 
rock." It seemed to be sitting perhaps 8 feet off the ground in a patch of mist. 
“Hike a man in a boat on a misty Inke in the morning—you can see the man 
but can't quite make ont the boat.” 

Suddenly it turned blood red. “Look at that horrible thing, Pad.” blurted 
Ronnie--nd the lights instantly went out. Both began running toward it. 
“Twas a-puffin'’.” said Mammor. “But when we got there it was gone. IT hunted 
for 4 Lours but there was no sign or smell of it. I'm glad ¥ didn’t have a gun. 
Ta shot it and T might have harmed someone.” 

Back at the homie, meantime. Mannor’s wife Leona—a woman who wears 
shapeless slacks and a flannel shirt with the tail out—decided to eall the nearby 
Dexter village police. “We've got an object ont here.” she said formally. “that 
lonks like what they calla fying saneer. Tt's got lights on it down in the swamp.” 

Sinee the Manvors are on an cight-party line Leona told a great many other 
other people, too, and the word spread like lightuing—or the glow from a flying 
saucer. Cops and depnty sheriffs were xoon tumbling out of cars and thrashing 
off toward the marsh. and the read beyond the house was januned solid with 
the ears of gawhers. Most of them were rewarded for their effort. Dexter 
Police Chief Rehert Taylor and Patrolman Nolan Lee saw the red glow as ther 
stumbled around in the dark: so did Washtenaw County Depnty Sheriffs Stan- 
ley McFadden and David Fitzpatrick. All reported, like Mamnor, that the light 
eventually vanished, But anlike their host. who said, “I never seen it take off," 
the cops felt it had zipped away over Mannor's honse making a sound like “an 
ambulance.” 

“T seen it.” said McFadden, “but I still don’t believe it.” 

Dexter Patrolman Robert Hunawill saw a “strange. lighted object” appear 
over his patrol car as he waited in the road for those who had set out for the 
swamp. It had red and white Hghts “which at times bad a bluish tinge” and 
mule continuing sweeps over the swamp at a height of 1,000 feet and then, on 
heing joined by three other “objects.” flew away. Chief Taylor's 16-year-old sen 
Robert saw one lighled thing at 10:50. It flashed red and white and lurried off 
to the west. 

Anu Arbor, though sharply divided between scoffers and believers the next day, 
still seemed to feel a tinanimous civic pride in the fact that the Air Foree had 
taken coguizance of its lurid phenomenon by dixpatehiug Astrouomer J. Allen 
Hynek, direetor of Northwestern University’s Dearborn Observatory, to weigh 
the tales of the eleet and, no donrt, send a message of gravity and import to the 
Pentagon, They were even more heartened to hear that Hynek did not instantly 
announce that Mannor and his fellow bushwhackers had simply seen the Uni- 
versity of Michigan’s dish-shaped Peach Mountaig radio telescope, which stands 
against (he sky hevond the area in which they saw the glowiug thing. Hynek, a 
bearded man who has investigated a hundred other “sightings” for the Air 
Force in the last two deeades, was sure Mamor was too accustomed to the tele- 
scope to ever mistake it for anything else. 

“I believe the people who made these sightings ave entirely honest and xin- 
cere,” he said. “But I aw not williug te guess what they saw.” He hedged when 
asked if be thonght the thing might conceivably have been a new “test vehicle” 
of some sort. ‘LI think I know inueh more of What is going on than * * *” be 
began, but then halted and said, “se I dou't think I should say anything * * * 
Tm sure there is some natural explanation for all of this.” 
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Back by Frank Mannor’s house the road jammed up with the cars of the 
expectant: one mau scraped away at a violin for an hour in the hope of sum- 
moning creatures from outer space and another blinked u light in what he 
described as a “pi code”—which he believed to be the key to interplanetary 
understanding. Many came to scoff. Mamor grew more indiguant by the hour. 

“People are trying to make a fanatic out of me.” he complained. “They was 
still tramping around here at 8 o’¢lock this morning and look at them now. 
They say. ‘How much money are you going to make off this’ That's crazy. I 
con’t want no money. I didn't want no publicity in the first place. T dom't want 
none now. I’m just a simple fellow. But I seen what I seen and nobody's going 
to tell me different. That wasn’l no old foxtire or hultabillusion. It was an 
object. Maybe it’ll come back if all these people would stay away and we could 
get a picture and have verication of it. Anybody wants to give me a lie-detector 
test I'll take it.” 

Leona, his wife, was more succilct : “We ain't Martians—they act like you're 
not human or something because you seenit. Cin about to get a gun and shoot 
some of these smart alecks it they don't stay to hell away.” 


10,147 Fryine Saucer SIGHTINGS 


(Ever since the Old Testament prophet Ezekiel recorded an encounter with a 
fiery flying wheel, people have beeu seeing suucerlike thingy in the sky. In the 
following report Life Correspondent Bill Wise tellx of the Air Force's efforts to 
wake sense of all.) 


Dayton, Onto.—There have been 10,147 reported UFO sightings xince a pri- 
vate pilot named Kenneth Arnold claimed be saw a set of rapidly moving 
“things” in the air near Mount Rainier, Wash., on June 24, 1947. Arnold’s widely 
publicized report set off the first of the modern epidemics of saucer sighting, and 
the Air Force has been in the sancer business ever since. Its “Project Bluebook” 
occupies a single room on the second floor of a windowless red concrete building 
here at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. Its funelions: (1) to try to find an 
explanation for all reported sightings of unidentified flying objeets, (2) to dis- 
cover whether the UFO's pose any security threat, and (3) to determine if UFO's 
exhibit any advaneed technology which the United States could pnt to use. 

To assist Project Bluebook, there is an UFO officer stationed at every Air Force 
base in the country; the officer at the base nearest a reporied sighting is respen- 
sible for initiating the investigation. According to Maj. Hector Quintanella, Jr., 
a physicist who heads Project Bluehook, most UFO sightings have a rational and 
usually very simple explanation. The most couunon reports stem from bright 
stars, planets and meteorites, particularly when viewed through broken clouds or 
haze. 

Otbers turn out to be satellites—few people realize that there are uow more 
than 30 of these in orbit that are visible to the naked eye. Yhonsands of hal- 
loons—some as large as 300 feet in diameter, some carrying running lights-—are 
released daily at airports, weather stations and researeh centers, and these lead 
to a great many “saucer” reports. Conventional aireraft are another major 
source—reflecting sun by day or providing the glow of running lights or jet 
afterburners or the flash of photo recon strobe lights at night. 

All satellites and most weather balloous and aircraft are being carefully 
tracked and logged by military or civilian agencies, and Project Bluebook ron- 
tinely checks sightings against these records. Unreported local flights by private 
aircraft pose the most frequent problem in this detective work. 

Strange blips on radar screens have occasionally unsettled personnel at track- 
ing stations—e.g.. two “objects” that appeared on the scopes at Patuxent Naval 
Air Station (Md.) last December seentingly approaching the base at an estimated 
4,800 miles an hour before making a tight tnrnm and disappearing. But these can 
geuerally be traced to pulsating “bugs” within a reeeiving set or to interference 
from other neighboring electronic gear. Wright-Patterson experts lave been 
able to account for every errant radar blip reported to date. 

There is no question that our Air Force and those of other countries employ 
assorted airborne hardware as tactical and training devices. Many of these are, 
of course. seen as flying saucers and it is ohvious that for security reasons the 
Air Force is relnctant to talk about them. 

*“T have looked at the records of nearly every UFO case back to 1947," says 
Major Quintanella, “and my feeling ix that the vast majority have involved 
sinple misinterpretation of patural phenomena.” 
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OF the sightings so far cheeked ont, less than 2 percent of the total are Listed 
on Project Blue Book's fle as unideatified. The Air Feree officially concludes 
that gene of these bas given anv indfeition of posing a threat to national safety, 
oy offering new fechiologien) data. ar of orighinting from some extraterrestial 
soncer. However, some of these files readin officially open and thr investigations 
on (hem cantinite, 

Dr. J. Alien fynek, director of Dearhbern Observatory at Nerthwestern Uni- 
versity, who is heading mp the Anu Arbor investigation for the Ate Force, is an 
old hand at cheeking on fiving saucers for Blue Beok. Dr, Hynek notes that 
sighting reports usnally do uot origina with persons who believe in onterspace 
visitations, “Believers” dom't need sightings ro convince them, aud are irritated 
by the embarrassment aml skepticism with which most TFO spotters, like Frank 
Manner, report what they believe ther have seen, 

“lt is eusy to dismiss the cases of birds, lrullcons, tnd the like.” surs Dr. Hrnek. 
“but when good solid citizens report souething pnzzling. T helieve we have an 
obligation to de as goed a jeb as oe ean. T regard onr ‘Unidentified’ as a sort 
af blot on the cxeutehenn, Somehow we scientists shonid be able fo eome up 
with answers for these things. 

Major Quintanella, although certain that ne evidence turued np ro date has 
even hinted at spacecraft of unearthly origin, agrees ¢ ois Ubpessible to 
prove (hat dying saucers do net exist. In aur event. the Air Forve is not abont 
te give np chasing DFO's 

“Weare sponding millions to develop eur own rerket boosters fo get eur space- 
eraft te the moun ahd beyond.” says the majer, smilivg. “Inigine what a great 
heip it weuld be fe gel eur hands on a ship from auuther planet and examine tts 
powerplaat”’ 


The Crramarax. Whar T want to ask von is, why do ther always see 
them in the nighttime / 

Dr. Wysux. There are a mumbery of reports from the daytime al- 
thongh if is true there wre many tuore night sightings. : 

The Cnamscan. Then there is another thing, if anybody wauted to 
spy op this country wliy would they go to this expense, when yeu ean 
goto any newsstand and vet all the information you want, aud if that 
doesn't help vou get a roadmap, and if that doesn’t help you, hire 
a ertz car. 

Dr. Hysex. Maybe they dou't know this. 

The Crouraas, If the Martians don’t know jhis by this thue they 
will never know it, 

Sprmg on this country is so simple, I cannot understand why the 
Russians or anybody waits to put sometling up in the air to spy 
on this country, when they lave got se many avennes we don’t police. 

Dr, Hysrx, No comment ov that, Ma. Chairman. 

The Crriraas. Well, vou onght to comment. ou it. 

Dy. Chamberlain, we will hear from you. 

Dy. Curaorpernats. Thank you, Mtv. Chairman. I really have no 


questions, but To will say the sightings in Michigan were near my 
area, but not within it. Tan pleased to hear your reeounmendation and 
to have the Seeretary’s statement that he intends to implement: it. 

Tam further contforted to know he is giving it further thought and 
he going fo. at such time as yonr reconimendation is implemented, 
we are gomg to have a panel that will consider these thiugs in depth, 
not just pi tewn for a day, with a cursory look, and disposing of it, 
because [ feel we have other scientific avhievements and advances, and 
that there 1s going to be a growing importance of surveillance of this 
phenomena. 

I wonld say, further. the people in our area are concerned about this. 
There has been considerable responsible editorial comment im our 
newspapers, 1t xhowld not be “poo-pooed,” as von sav. 
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Tam pleased to have your statement. 

And, Mr. Chairman. {thank ven for having this hearing, and these 
people in to put some aitention on this macter. Thank you. 

The Cusinman. Thank you. 

Governor Stafford. Governor Stafford. you ave from Vermont, how 
close is this to your district ? ; 

Mr. Starrorp. Thank vou, Mr. Chaimuan, I was going te com- 
luent on that. eee 

Mr. Bates has pointed ont there bave heen TPO sightuips in New 
Hanipshire, Vermont nat to be ontdone last week has bad sightings 
there, also, some within 16 miles of my hometovn. 

The Crramaax. That is getting awfully close. 

My. Srarrorp. Yes, sir. 

Since our Stares of Vermont and New Hampshire are known as the 
twin States, Mr. Chaimman, this may be simply a case of bad naviga- 
tion on the part of the UFO's although some of us chink i imay be if 
they ave extraterrestrial they are simply lecking for «warmer clunale 
than New Hampshire possesses. But in any event, in sexiousnexs, the 
people in Vermont are very much concerned over the sihtnigs that 
have vecurred in our State, and reputable people have scen phenom- 
enon which they cannot understand. 

I would simply liope that the Secretary of che At Force and the 
doctor could assure mie that if these sightings have not already been 
evaluated, that in the course of investigation and deliberarions they 
will be. 

The Cusrraran. T hope if you come in coniner with any of them you 
don’t have to cell then where South Carolina is. 

Mr. Hébert is next. 

Mr. Flésert. Thank vou. Mr. Chairman. 

While these objects have net been seen in my disiviet, 1] jnst want to 
prepare niyself, because after nexe elertion day Tomight have seen 
some of then. ; 

Doetor, have you conferred with Mr. Ray (Walston on this subject 
matter 

Dr, Hrxun. No, siv. 

Mr. Hiéperrv. Does thal ring a bell with you. Ma, Ray Walston 4 

Dr. Hynex. No, sir. “ras 

Mr, Héserr. Tt does not ring a bel)? Fle is the most authoritative 
man in the country on space. Te appears in every home every Sunday 
night, he is “My Favorite Martian.” 

Dr. Hysex. Ol. { Laughter] 

Mo. Hiserr. He has anaiuenna out of his head. too. 

Dy, Hyxex. [think I have been talking to the wrong people. 

Mr. Hépert. He can shed a lot of Jighr on the subject, T just 
wanted to direct your attention to that. 

That is all, Mr. Chainnan. 

The Cuaimaras. Dr. Wall, yow are nest after Mr, Price. 

Mr. Proce. Duetur, tf iu faet they exist and are from outer spare. 
dow't we have have a tracking system that new does a real competent 
job tracking every satellire in outer space so we know every one that is 
launched somewhere else, and ax they civele in outer space we have a 
record of each of these. do we not? ; 

Dr. Hysew. It is my understanding that we do. This ts the point 
linade earlier. 
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Mr. Price. Lf they did travel in outer spare there would be a record 
somewhere of their travels in outer space ? 

Dr. Hyyex. T would certainly think so, aud this, of course, is I 
think one of the most potent arguments against extraterrestial visita- 
tion by intelligences, unless they were so superintelligent they knew 
how to evade completely our surveillances. I think this would be 
pretty diffienlt. 

Mr. Priov. As they left their normal orbit they could be tracked 
and followed ? 

Dr. Hywew. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Prrez. As they left the orbit / 

Dr. Hryex. To the best of my understanding, they certainly could 
De. 

The Cirsinman. Dr. Hall. 

Mr, Hate, Mr. Chairman, I just wanted to thank the Seeretary and 
his distinguished guests for this, and say for some time we have even 
had spare couventions down in the Ozarks, in the last 13 years, and 
it, would seem obvious to me in view of the report. today those who 
take trips by the use of-hullucinatory drugs are almost synonymons 
with the number of space sightings we have had reported here today, 
namely. in the order of 10,000. To me it indicates a decrease in the 
inores and the fiber of those who would subjeet themselves to hulluci- 
natory influences in the first place. 

Thank you. 

The Ciuairaran. Mr. Stratton? 

Mr. Srrvrrox, You mentioned something from Life magazine, Mr. 
Chairman. There were two pictures in Life magazine [ think we 
would ike an explanation of. One of them was a red object which 
was clearly visible in the photograph. The other were two lights, 
I think, taken in Sidney Harhor, one at one position and one at 
another, and then there was the third photograph. I wonder if the 
Doctor could give us what the explauation is of these? 

Dr. Hynex. Well, sir, unless one has the original uegative, there 
is very little photoanalysis that can be done. It ig said a picture is 
worth a thonsaud words, bnt I think in this case it is the other Way 
around, bevause generally it has been onr experience, and I think 
Major Quintanilla will bear me out, that when we do have hoaxes 
they very frequently are accompanied by photographs. 

Mr. Strarroy. I appreciate it is possible to doctor up negatives. 

Let me put it the other way around. Have these three incidents 
which are reported photographically in Life magazine been exaniined 
by you, and, if so, what are your findings with regard to them? 

Dr. Hynxsk. No, sir: they have not been examined by me, because 
Ido not have the original negatives. 

Mr. Srrarroy, Are these incidents listed in the list that you hare 
compiled, and which the Secretary has told us 95 percent are explain- 
able? 

Dr, Hynex. No, sir. These particular pictures are not in my list 
since I don’t. know enough about them. 

Mr, Srnarrox. Doctor, 1 would suggest since these have had very 
prominent cireulation, in a magazine of some prominence in the coun- 
try, that we ought to examine these particular things and determine 
whether they are hoaxes or not. Lf anything is disturbing the Ameri- 
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can people, I would assume a picture of this kind would be disturbing 
in just the same way that Life’s story of what happened to some dogs 
up in Baltimore has now resulted in legislation belug recommended to 
the House. : : 

You have no explanation or hayen’t looked into the series of photo- 
graphs that appear on pages 26 and 27 of Life magazine, and pages 
4 and 25? 

Dr. Hrnex. J just learned of the Life article last week. 

Mr. Srearron. Isthat correct, Doctor? : 

-Dr. Hynex. That is correct, [ have not examined the photographs 
and information published by Life. ; ‘ 

Mr. Srratron. Has anybody examined them in the Air Force? _ 

Major Quintaninia. Mr. Stratton, we have asked for the negatives 
of those pictures, but the citizens will not turn the negatives over (o the 
Air Force. You cannot force them to turn them over to the Air 
Force. : 

Mr. Strarron. They turned them over to Life magazine, haven’t 
they ? 

Major QurntantLLa. You will have to ask them; I don't. know. 

Mx. Srratron. What has Life got? 

Major Quinraniuis. I don't know, sir. : ; 

Mr. Srrarron. How can you have examined this without finding out 
what Life has? 

Major Quinraxi.ua. What is that, sir? ; f 

Mr. Sreatrron. How can you have examined these particular in- 
stances without finding out what Life has? ; ; 

Major QuinraniuLa. The .Air Force has not investigated these in- 
stances, sir, aud the photographs have not been examined because the 
negatives have never been turned over tothe Air Force. : 

Mr. Srrarroy. You have not been in touch with Life magazine to 
find out what they have? 

Major Quinranitisa. No, sir: we have not. 

Mr. Srrarron. Don’t you think it might be well to undertake to 
make an effort. to find out whether Life has the negatives, for exaniple. 
or whether they lave been in touch with the individuals concerned? 

Major Quryraniuya. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Strarroy. Well, I think, Mr. Secretary, as I just said, Iam very 
much impressed with the doctor's statement, and with yours, but. this 
kind of thing in Life magazine makes it appear that there is some- 
thing there, and you say that vou have examined these things, and 
there is nothing there, and I think that you ought to have examined 
this so that we can have an explanation of these particular phenomena. 

The Coamman. Let nie say something. 

We cannot ask tlie Secretary to look into every inagazine that is pub- 
lished, or every periodical that comes out of everybody's printing 
press. Now, it seems to me like Life magazine is not exempted or ex- 
eluded, if they are as interested as they appear to be in this magazine, 
that comes to my office free, and which I seldom look iwto—that is my 
responsibility, I have other things to do—it looks to me like these 
people who give such great dissemination to these things would be 
miterested in seeing what the DOD has, without imposing on the Sec- 
retary of Defense the responsibility of tracking down everything that 
comes out of everybody's camera. Ido not know why we should im- 
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pose on the Secretary the requirement to track down Life magazine 
and say give me your negatives, give me your reasons. Is this what 
vou want? , 

My. Srrirtox, Mr. Chairman, it was my understanding we were 
asking this question because many people had been somewhat con- 
cerued by these reports in recent days, inchiding the distinguished 
minority leader in the House. : "i = 

The Crrammans, Yes. 

Mr. Strarrox. And it does seem to me when a national magazine 
that has as much influence as Life has, prints some photographic— 
what purports to be photographic—pieces of evidence of these objects, 
we ought to if we ave going to allay the concern of these people who 
have started this investigation by our committee in the first place, that 
we ought to have an answer to it. 

~The Ciateman. T think so, too, but I don’t think we should eriti- 
cize the Secretary for not having done it. 
_ Mr, Seeretary, here is what Iam going to request you do, You get 
in touch with Life magazine and request them to furnish you with this 
mformation that Mr. Stratton has bronght to your attention, or any 
other magazine, and report hack to this comunittee, 7 

Secretary Brown. We willbe glad to doso. 

The Chamuax. [ant suve Life magazine would be eager to do this. 
Mr. Stratton, 1 think vou are wise in suggesting it, but what I didn't 
anne to do is to unwittingly criticize the Secretary for not having done 
it. 

Now, Mr. Secretary, will vou do it? 

Secretary Brown. We will do it, Mr. Chairman, and we will T think 
continue to follow our ground rules— 

The Cuamman. You get those negatives if you can and turn them 
over to the doctor, and TI want areport onit.  ~ 

Mr. Srrarrox. Mr. Chairman, I have one more question. May I 
say T wouldn't dreain of criticizing the Secretary, he and I are good 
friends, and he knows I am only trying to be helpful. 7 

The Crarrman. OF course, and I know he cherishes your friend- 
ship, and so do I. . 

Mv. Strarron. The other item that has really led to all this concern 
today are these sightings in Michigan. The Secretary has given us 
a report, but. I have ouly had a chance to skim over it. The doctor 
here a moment ago commented with respect to these people in Wiscon- 
sin that only two or three people in the avea had seen the phenomenon, 
and wasn't it surprising that a lot of people who must have been 
around didu’t see it. 

Tf Tunderstand (he newspaper accounts correctly, the thing that is 
unique about the Michigan sightings is that a lot of people in the area 
saw it, and the girls in the dormitory apparently sat around for hours 
watching it, and people came and went. and all saw whatever it was. 
Now, F wonder if vou could give us im a nutshell what the explana- 
tion of this ig? Marsh gas is what I understand is the explanation. 

Could you tell us, doctor, in a few words the gist of what you dis- 

covered out there that you have reported here? ; 
_ Dr. Hyxeg. T will be happy to. I conducted a. detailed, inquiry 
into the two reported sightings at Dexter and Hillsdale, Mich. Of 
the 50 to 60 people who reported having seen one or the other of these 
Ttalked with about 32 persons. 
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The CHarman. How many, doctor? 

Dr. Hxxpx. With about 3% people. I talked with some of these 
briefly, but spoke with at least 1 persons in considerable detail. 

These two sightings, although separated by some 65 uiiles, were 
a localized phenomenon. They were in the swamp area, No individ- 
nal that I talked to. and no group of persons, could agree that they 
has seen anything either enter or leave the swan. There were 
several isolated reports by people who said that yes, they saw a bright 
light come, but they could not get any general support or concurrence 
on this, fromthe others. Witnesses did agree that they saw a glow, and 
red, yellow, and green lights in the swamp area in both cages. So T said 
tomyself, “What is common in swamps g> And T researched this ques- 
tion with the aid of several professors at the University of Michigan. 
They have been very helpful to me in this, since an astronomer doesn't. 
know about swamps: he usually has his eves a little higher than that. 
They informed me, and I later found in several books, that marsh 
gas, resulting from the spontaneous igniting in air of such gases as 
CH,, methane, H.S, PH;, phosphine, and particularly imiportant, 
P.H,, an impurity in phosphine, is a common occurrence and produces 
what appears to be glowing lights of ditferent colors, Since then T 
have had several letters from people saying “What are they getting 
all excited about in Michigan, I have seen these things since T have 
been a kid on the farm.” As these gases are ignited, they can pro- 
duce red, yellow, and green glows. There is nothing mysterious about 
these colors. , : : 

The lighting goes out here, and goes on here, thns giving the im- 
pression of motion. The light was worving smoothly, they said, not 
following the train which was bumpy, and they also rose some clis- 
tance and came down. They were reportedly observed for a period of 
21% to 3 hours. . 

In a book, “Light and Color in the Open Air,” it is pointed out 
that swamp lights, commonly known as will-o-the-wisp. tox light. 
and so forth, can be observed for several hours, sometimes all night. 

And the conditions were just right for it in Michigan. In both 
cases, the winds were reasonably calm. Had there been high winds, 
it is mnlikely these glows would have taken place. : 

Furthermore. Michigan had experienced an nnusnally mild winter. 
They tell me there wasn’t much snow. However, the swamp had 
been covered by ice. 

Now, in a swamp rotting vegetation produces these marsh gases, 
When a thaw comes, it seems entirely logical to me. that these gases 
would bubble up, and be spontaneonsly ignited, and you would see 
these things. To me it is a logical explanation, J said tn my press 
release I couldn't prove it ina conrt of law but it seems to me to be a 
very logical explanation. 

The Cuareman. Now, Mr. Ichord. 

Then { will come over to the other side. 

Mr. Tcrorp. Let ne first differentiate, Mr. Chairman, my position 
from the chairman. aud Mrs. Rivers, and also Mr. Nedz1. 

Tam neither a believer nora disheliever. I am from Missouri, and 
T have got to be shown. 

The Cnarrman. You go right ahead. 
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: Mr. Tenorp. T would like te ask, along the line Mr. Stratton was 
inquiring, how close was the Life magazine article to April Fool’s Day ? 

AL. Chairman, one of the members of the committee staff has handed 
mea question Chat I think should be in the record, 

_ Doctor, are you fanuliar with the NICAP, the National Investioa- 
Hons Counnittee on Aerial Phenomenon ? i 
_ Dr. yx. would think anyone who has been looking into UFO's 
for the past many years ag I hare couldu't help be acquainted with 
‘heir work, 

Ma. Ieviorv. What is the makeup of this committee? 

Dv. Hysex. It is called a committee, but iris a rather laree group 
of eivilians over the country, as T anderdstand it, who volrunteer ta 
lnvestignte the eases, 

Mv. Terrorp. [i has no official standing, then ? 

Dr. Hvxex. No official governmental standing: no, sir. 


Mr. Lertorp, This conmnittee does not always agree with your ex- 
planation of the various sightings? : . 

Dr. Hynes. T believe that is correct. 

Mir. Icaorp. How many, Doctor, of the 10,000-plus cases, have there 
been photographs allegedly taken of UFO's? 

Dr. Tyvek. Tu a very few cases. This is another tlung which 
bothers me. : 

Mr. Totrorp. Can you give an idea of how many? 

Dr. Ifyxex. Wow many? : 

Major, would von venture a eness? 

Major Quixrantuna. Edon't know, 

Dr. Urner, [would say only about 1 percent 
reported have iuelnded phetographs. 

Mr. Icsorp. Then TF take it you can't tell me how many of these 
photograph cases lave not heen explained ly you, since yon ean't 
tell me how many photographs have been taken? ; 

Dr. Uyvex. Tins is right. But the point is that you cannot make 
a selentifie analysis of a pholograph unless ron have the negative, 

As the major has pointed out. time and again when we veqnest the 
negatives, they are nol fortheoming. 

Sometimes other groups get then. 

Mr. Icrrew., Thank you. Mr. Clinirmuun. 

The Cramaax. Now, Mir. Claney. 

. weste ONT 7 . + ; : 

Mr. Clancy . Mr. Chairman, just one short qnestion for the doctor. 

Have any of (he 5 percent of the nnexplained cases been observed 
on radar screens? 

x : ; 

Secretary Brown. [ don't know the answer to that one. 

Major Qerntanius. No, sir. 

» hy rah va ie: . . 

Ay. Chasey. What percentage of the reported incidents have been 
reported on radar sereens? 

Maj or QUINTANILLA. About 1.5 percent, sir. 

Af. Craxcy. That is all. 

The Corsiran. Mr, Schweiker, we are finishing up new. 

Ma. Scioweiser. Yes sir, Mr. Chairman. 

: First I would Jike to recuest the Beaver County photograph he 
ee in the Air Force investigation, the oue that appeared in 
Look magazine, and was verified by the Beaver County Times. T 
hope that will be inelnded. , 
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- The Cuamman. We will get. aun Air Force report on that, too. 

Mr. Serwerscr. Do I understand that yon said none of the wiex- 
plained objects have been sighted on radar? 

Major Quintaninna. No,sir: Dsaid 1.5 pervent. 

Mr. Scpwerrer. No, the first question he asked you was, hare any 
of the unexplained objects been sighted on radar. Tthonght you said 
“No” to that just a couple of ininutes ago. 

Major QtintTantens. That iscorrect. We have no radar eases which 
are whexplained. 

Mr. Scuwerreer. -All right. 

Let's go back to the story Mr. Bates was tal king about, Exeter, N.H.. 
the one Mr, Fuller has written about in several magazines. 

T onderstand this is an unexplained sighting on your pavt, ix that 
correct ? 

Major QutstantLia. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Scuwerxer. Te specifically says m lis story—and I quote hix 
words now— 


Coufidential comments made to me by the Coast Guardsmen and inilitary in 
the area support the laymen’s testimony and confirm the reports of radar sight- 
ings and scrambling by jet fighters from Pease Air Foree Base. 

Major Quinrantts. No. sir: that is not correct. We hare no 
radar information on that sighting. No jet fighters were scrambled. 

Mr. Scrwerrr. Let me ask you this: Inthe Pease Air Force Base. 
you had an investigation by Major Griffin. and a Lieutenant Brant, is 
that correct? 

Major Qurstanints. Sir? 

Mr. Scuwerker. In the sitnation at Exeter, NIL. did you have a 
report filed to you folks hy Major Griffin and Lieutenant Braut? 

Major Quintanmus. Yes, sir: we did. 

Mv. Scuwernen. Could we haye copies of their raw report 4 

Major QuINTANILLA. Yes, sir: vou may. 

Mr. Scpwerker. What were their conclusions? 

Major Qutwrantiua. They cowdn’t explain it. 

Secretary Brown. They sent then over to us. 

Aly. Scuweiner. They made no mention of planes seranibling from 
Pease Air Force Base? 

Major QctxtaytiLa. There were aircraft in the area on regularly 
scheduled missions, but they were uot scrambled for the purpose of 
observing the veported UFO's. 

Secretary Brown. Two of my staff linve pointed ont to me, Mr. 
Sehweiker, that Pease AFB has no fighters: it ts 2 SAC bomber base, 
and is not a figliter base. 

The Cuamaran. Are there any other questions, Mr. Schweilser ¢ 

Mr. Scuwrtner. Yes, sir. 

T would like to ask the doctor: 

You said to have some bona fide sightings we need a lot of people 
and a point-to-point situation aud some other things. Doesn't the 
Exeter, \.H. sighting, at least as reported—-I want to point out that 
in this sighting there were severa] policemen, inching the chief of 
police and several news people who all reported the sine phenomena. 
60 people. Doesn't that meet yonr criteria: a lot of people saw it, it 
was a point-to-point situation, al least this observer says there were 
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radar sights. This apparently seems to be in disagreement at the 
present. time. 

Wouldn't that be a classifieation of what you said we don't have? 

Dr. Trnex. No, sir. I said there were several cases where we had 
a lot of witnesses. It does not have to be a pomit-to-point situation. 
When an airliner leaves New York for San Francisco, it is seen over 
Ohio, Nebraska, and so forth. These sightings were confined to a 
relatively narrow area. I want to know what happened to these 
objects. Why weren't they seen over Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Mr. Scawetxer. The fact one officer reports he went to the scene 
aiter someone else sighted it, and returned back to the same point, there 
it was, according to the police ofticer’s testimony. 

Dr. Wren. Yes, sir, but it was in the sae area. We don’t know 
what it was. I would like to know what it was. 

Mr. Scrweixer. One of the other witnesses in this story—and all I 
have to go on is what the reporter's writing says, they did, in fact see 
it go from point to point, while they were watching it. 

Dy. Iiryex. Withina relatively narrow area, But I don't recollect 
whether they saw it leave for distant points. Ouse of the things that 
seems to be so odd about this particular case is that we did not find 
horizontal trajectories over any length, as you would expect from a 
craft, . 

Mr, Scrrwetker. Is the Beaver County sighting unexplained or is 
that explainable, this photograph I referred to? 

Major Quinrintns. Is this Mr. Lucei's photo? 

Mr. Scuweuxer. Yes, sir. 

Major Quintantmns. We have asked Mv. Lucei to submit the nega- 
tive for photo analysis, but he has refused to do so. 

Dr. Hynerx. It needs a donble exposure, as we can judge from the 
print. 

Major Quixtanms. We asked the gentleman to submit the nega- 
tive for analysis and he refuses to do so. : 

Mr. Scnwermer. On what basis? 

Major Qurxtantiya. E don't know, sir, We requested the negative. 

Mr. Scuwemcer. He submitted it to the Beaver Times. They pub- 
lished it. Mayhe these people are a little skeptical about turning over 
negatives without some assurance. 

I think we ought to look into that a little bit, because the newspaper 
claims they saw the negatives, examined by their photographic experts, 
and they are authentic. 

Major Quintanitna. T have a copy of our letter in my files asking 
Mr. Lucei to submit the negative for analysis, and he declined to do 
so. ‘That is all I can say. 

Mr. Scuwrtker. Thank vou, Mr. Chairman. 

The CrarMan. Thank vou, Mr. Schweiker. 

We will go to Mr. Leggett. 

Mr. Leecerr. Mr. Chainnan, Mr. Wilson and I want to go on record 
at this time that we donot believe; we are intelligent people. 

Mr. Bares. Which Wilson ? 

The CuarrmMan, We are going to adjourn, and we are going to meet 
again at 2:30. If there is no reason to hold Dr. Hynek and Major 
Quintanilla, we will Jet them he excused. Some people say whenever 
you all have gone we are going to get down here in executive session 
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and you, Dr. Brown, are going to tell us—here is what I meant to tell 
you—and this is far from the truth. , 

I know of nothing else to ask Jum. I think we have explored every- 
thing. 

Mr. Stratton, have you had any afterthoughts? 

Mr. Srrarron. Just one question. ; ; 

Was there not a sighting, back it seems to me in 1947, when an object 
was observed on radar, either at National Airport or Bolling, both 
coming in and going out? Tt seems to me there was also a visnal 
sighting that went along with that. : 

Do you—Major Quintanilla, I don’t know how Jong you have been 
following this, but is this in your records al all? 

Major Qurnrantm1a. T am sure that if the sighting was reported to 
the Air Force it is on record, but I am uot aware of this partiear 
one, sir. ; 

Mr, Stratron. It seems to me both the radar and the reported visnal 
sighting were relatively in agreement. I just wondered if you were 
familiar with it? 

The Cratraan. Thank you, Mr. Stratton. 

Are there any other questions from any other member of the com- 
mittee 4 

Mr. Icuorp. We will be back here at 2:30? 

The CHamman. The committee will reconvene at 2:30 for the pur- 
pose of taking up 412. : . : 

Dr. Brown, we have no more requirement for the major and Dr. 
Ifynek, and the resumption of the hearing this afternoon will be in 
executive session. ‘Acs 

It will have to do with 412. We will take wp where we left off, 

Dr. Brown, if you and General MeCoimell will be back at 2:30, we 
will meet. We don't plan to have a meeting Thutsday, beeause I think 
a lot of members will have gone, if we finish on Wednesday. But we 
do want to meet this afternoon, aud tomorrow, and maybe tomorrow 
afternoon. ; ; 

Then I think we may be able to fimsh with Dr. Brown before the 
recess. : 

At 2:30, Dr. Brown. And I want to thank you, Dr. Brown, for 
producing this information. : ; 

(Whereupon, at 11:55 a.m. the committee was adjourned to recon- 
vene at 2:30 p.m. of the same day.) 
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UFOs - An International Scientific Problem 
James E. McDonald, Institute of Atmospheric Physics, 
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 


(Presented March 12, 1968, at the Canadian Aeronautics and 
Space Institute Astronautics Symposium, Montreal, Canada) 


Introduction 
At the outset, let me try to summarize concisely the main points of my 


position: 


1) 


2) 


5) 


6) 


From my studies of the UFO problem, I conclude that, quite apart from 
being the "nonsense problem" it is so often labelled, it appears to be 
a matter of extraordinarily great scientific interest. 


Over twenty years of evidence (admittedly largely, though not solely, 
anecdotal in nature) suggests that machine-like objects, products of 
some technology rather than atmospheric optical or electrical anoma- 
lies, have been repeatedly seen - often by observers of very high 
credibility. I favor an extraterrestrial hypothesis for UFOs. 


A search for patterns in these observations discloses one major feature 
- the seemingly global scale on which the observations are coming in, 
Hence we appear to be confronting here an international scientific 
problem. 

There has never been a scientific investigation of the UFOs that can 
be termed thorough-going. Repeated assurances that U. S. Air Force 
Project Bluebook has been doing a careful study utilizing the best 
scientific talent available to the U. S. Air Force are found, on care- 
ful checking, to be without basis in fact. No other country of the 
world appears to have undertaken even as much investigation as the 

U. S. has done via Project Bluebook. Thus the UFO problem has not 
received anything that can be called scientifically adequate study. 


I do not seé convincing evidence of any U.S. cover-up conspiracy oper-— 
ating to conceal the true nature of the UFO problem; rather I see sub- 
stantial and dismaying evidence pointing to failure to do more than 
superficial investigation, employing only very limited scientific 
talent, and exhibiting (especially since 1953) strong negative bias 
towards "explaining away" the UFO problem on the part of the U. S. 

Air Force. It is my strong impression that Air Force officials and 
public information officers sincerely believe that the UFO problem is 
a nonsense problem, one involving nothing more than misidentified 
natural phenomena. 

The present Condon Committee at the University of Colorado, sponsored 
by the U. S. Air Force, is charged with trying to clarify the nature 
of the UFOs. I must state that I have become quite disappointed with 
the lack of scientific vigor with which that group has prosecuted its 
study, and I am disturbed by the frequency with which its Director has 
publicly indicated that he had already taken a position (negative in 
tone) long before the working staff had assembled adequate data to 
justify taking any position. I must also express my inability to 
understand the Director's evident preoccupation with the cultist and 
crackpot type of UFO accounts which, in my own experience, are quite 
easily filtered out and ignored. I have elaborated these criticisms 
in communications to Dr. Condon quite recently. 


I woulé urge that scientific groups in countries other than the United 
States immediately undertake careful reviews of UFO reports from their 
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own areas and systematic appraisals of a spectrum of conceivable 
hypotheses to account for the UFO chenomena. It seems quite pos- 
sible that a group cutside the United States, entirely free of the 
obstacles one encounters within the U.S. as a result of twenty years' 
officially negative attitude towards the UFO problem, might rapidly 
make very real procress towards clarifying the scientific issues at 
stake, given adequate scientific personnel and support. The UFO 
study program now ceveloping at the University of Toronto's Institute 
for Aerospace Studies, here in Canada, is a laudable step towards 
solution of the UFO rroblem. More such groups in other parts of the 
world are needed. , 


Matters of Definition 


It would seem logically necessary to frame, early in any discussion of 
the "UFO problem" a working definition of what shall be understood by “an 
Unidentified Flying Object." The effort quickly entangles one in semantic 
difficulties of a more or less obvious nature. Clearly, untrained observers 
can report as a UFO a wide range of things seen in the sky or moving near the 
earth's surface or even resting on the surface in un-flying manner. Fireballs 
(meteors brighter than -5 magnitude by present astronomical definition) consti- 
tute a good example; many persons are quite unfamiliar with the phenomenology 
of fireballs and bolides, and will turn in sincere and often rather accurate 
descriptions of fireballs under the claimed heading of UFOs. Aircraft running 
lights, aircraft landing lights, aerial reconnaissance strobe lights, re-enter- 
ing satellite debris, bright planets, and a wide miscellany of other sources 
of night-luminous objects are reported from time to time as "UFOs". The U.S. 
Air Force, and various persons who scoff at the notion that there exists a 
scientifically significant UFO problem, are entirely correct in suggesting 
that many UFO reports fall into this category. Only a little experience in 
querying observers makes clear that, of all reports that temporarily bear the 
label "UFO", a substantial fraction are, indeed, misidentified natural or 
technological phenomena of such types. There is plenty of noise mixed in with 
whatever real signal may exist; that this is so need not surprise any scien- 
tist. Noise-filtering is a standard problem in many areas of research. 


The "UFO problem" which I have come to regard as so extremely important, 
centers around that portion of all reports of initially unidentified objects 
which is left as a residuum after the bulk of inadequately reported or 
obviously misidentified phenomena is filtered out. Only a little reflection 
on the foregoing remarks reveals that it is scarcely a clear-cut definition. 
Nevertheless, it may afford an initial basis to begin discussion. 


A curiously similar definitional problem arises in dealing with the class 
of "ball lightning" reports. In the literature one can find reports of lumi- 
nous masses, tagged as “ball lightning", that span so broad a range of phenom- 
ena that one must be quite careful that he is not subsuming many diverse phe- 
nomena under that single heading. The situation with respect to "ball light- 
ning" turns out to be similar to that for "UFOs" in the further significant 
sense that the basic nature of each phenomenon is not yet clearly understood, 
so that clear-cut working definitions are simply not yet possible. Such a 
situation is really not new in science; think of the semantic ambiguity, in 
earlier davs of science, centering around such terms as atom, compound, force, 
species, ether, disease, meteor, etc. 

In point of fact, the above definitional problems cause rather less 
trouble in scientific discourse on the UFO problem than a philosopher might 


predict. So let's proceed. 


Matters of UFO History 

Although I would probably be incorrect to assume that all CASI members 
are thoroughly familiar with the history of the past twenty years of the UFO 
I do not choose to elaborate that history here in great detail. Much 


problem, 


AUWUEIT TYOd CTVYAD WOUF AdOIO.LOHa 


of my own view of that history has been summarized in a form now available 
elsewhere!. It appears to me that, following an initial flurry of official 
USAF concern that American UFO observations of 1947 might be hostile aero- 
nautical devices*, an era of puzzled investigation (generally devoid of solid 
scientific talent) ensued in the period 1948-52, the era of USAF Project Sign 
and Project Grudge. I have studied many of the 243 cases finally analyzed by 
and reported by Project Grudge and can only say that, even in that earliest 
phase of official investigation, it is startling to see how little scientific 
insight was brought to bear on reports of a frequently very intriguing nature. 


In 1952, a brief year's energetic investigation (still not characterized 
by strong scientific expertise, but definitely characterized by vigorous Air 
Force checking and data-gathering in many striking cases) was the high-water 
mark of the official American UFO studies. The year 1952 saw about 1500 
reports turned into Project Bluebook, some 300 of which were conceded to be 
Unidentifieds. When I visited Bluebook in 1966 for the first time, I was 
quite astonished at the number of feet of files on 1952 cases - and much more 
astonished to scan the contents of randomly sampled file-folders within that 
year's shelfful. Case after case of, to me, entirely inexplicable cases, many 
coming from within Air Force channels (pilots, controllers, ground crewmen, 
etc.) told the story of the outstanding year in American UFO history. 


The wave of 1952 reports drew strong press attention, above all after 
Washington, D. C., became the site of two successive nights (July 19 and 26) 
of radar-visual sightings of Unknowns. (These were explained away in a big 
press conference on July 29 as due to anomalous radar propagation and optical 
refraction anomalies. (See below.) By late 1952, intelligence organizations 
became concerned over the UFO problem, evidently because of overloading of 
reporting and investigative channels with the large numbers of reports being 
fed to the Air Force by all sources. In January of 1953, the Robertson Panel, 
assembled by the CIA, met and ruled that there was neither evidence of hostil- 
ity nor evidence of scientific significance in all those reports (of which 
that Panel reviewed, in its few days of activity, only about two dozen, and 
even those not by any means the most startling or significant then in USAF 
files). All of this I have discussed in enough detail previously! that I 
must gloss over many further points of great historical interest. 


I have studied the final report of the Robertson Panel (in briefly 
declassified status prior to the CIA's reclassifying it in the summer of 1966). 
From repeated reexamination of the details of the UFO history and from personal 
discussions with four of the persons present during the Robertson Panel's acti- 
vities, I form the impression of a brief but futile attempt to look for some- 
thing of interest, followed by CIA's request that the Air Force adopt a policy 
of "debunking flying saucers" to "decrease public interest”. After 1953, no 
further vigorous Bluebook UFO investigation program ever reappeared. The UFO 
problem went steadily downhill, its priority status at WPAFB steadily declined, 
and in 1966, when I visited Bluebook three times, its staff consisted of a 
major, a sergeant, and a secretary, plus a lieutenant then being broken in for 
future investigative duty. The total amount of scientific talent visibly 
focussed on UFOs via the staff and its consulting pool appeared to me to be 
grossly out of proportion to the embarrassment being created for the Air Force 
by a continuing series of absurd and scientifically outrageous "explanations" 
of individual UFO reports. 
and facts concerning the past twenty years' history 
of UFO matters see Hall3, Stanton", Young. For information on many cases in 
the Air Force files prior to about 1953, and for what appears to me (on the 
basis of many independent checks) to be generally rather reliable history of 
Air Force handling of the problem prior to 1953, see Ruppelt®. For the view- 


points of a UFO investigator operating through those years, but outSide of 


For further insights 
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official channels, see the several books of Keyhoe’. When the full history of 
the UFO problem is written, Keyhoe's efforts, from 1949 to the present, to get 
the UFO problem out into the light of open scientific investigation, will, I 
believe, be acknowleaged as having been of great significance, despite the 
slowness with which his efforts (and similar efforts of others) have borne 
fruit. His role as Director of NICAP (National Investigations Committee on 
Aerial Phenomena) has been seriously misunderstood by USAF personnel who, 
failing to recognize the utter inadequacies of their own UFO investigations, 
mistook his criticisms and his efforts to press for Congressional investiga- 
tions as ill-conceived. I believe ‘they were all too soundly conceived; but 
they pressed against massive resistance based on what seem to be generally 
honest misconceptions on the part of misinformed officials. Or so I see it at 
present. 


I elaborate these viewpoints here because I have devoted a good deal of 
study in arriving at those viewpoints and because I believe that the misinfor- 
mation generated within American information channels by the illusion that 
Project Bluebook was a scientific operation has diffused outside our national 
boundaries and has misled officials, scientists, and members of the public 
throughout the world. [International scientiftc progress on the UFO problem 


will not begin until that misinformation is clearly recognized, 


The alternative historical interpretation which holds that there has 
existed a conspiracy to conceal the truth about the UFO problem, a conspiracy 
sometimes painted-in on a canvas of international scale, does not square with 
such facts as I have been able to glean. I am, to be sure, puzzled by the 
sometimes startling similarity between "explanations" for UFOs emanating from 
foreign official channels (often foreign air forces) and "explanations" of the 
type so painfully familiar in USAF press releases following widely-publicized 
UFO cases. But I ascribe this similarity to factors other than a highly 
effective international conspiracy to which the USSR, the US, the UK, France, 
Australia, Canada, and many other countries would have to be party! Stanton? 
has some pithy remarks on the conspiracy theory. Young®, by contrast, does 
feel there exists some American coverup at high levels; I would be prepared to 
defend my alternative of the "grand foulup" hypothesis against every instance 
he cites in defense of his "grand coverup" hypothesis. But I do not wish to 
have that assurance equated to categorical rejection of the "grand coverup" 
hypothesis. New facts or new interpretations of the many old facts I have 
pondered could still change my views on this issue. I would reiterate a point 
made earlier!: I suspect that some of those who have so long insisted the 
conspiracy theory have not been in a position to recognize clearly how scien- 
tifically inadequate the Bluebook work has been since 1953; they may have con- 
fused incompetence with inscrutability. 

Scientifically, what's sorely needed is a number of entirely fresh starts, 
free from all pressures of governmental bodies that have taken an established 
position. This may be better achieved in countries other than the United 
States because of twenty years of Air Force assurances that there's really 
nothing to all the talk about UFOs, nothing of any scientific or technological 
significance. That view is dominant in Washington, in higher scientific 
and among most of the elder statesmen of science in the U. S. I can 
speak with a good deal of authority on that point! Months of effort on my own 
part to generate some new scientific UFO research on an adequate national 
scale, with adequate science-agency support, seem to have generated only very 
slight response. In Washington “everybody knows the UFOs are a lot of non- 
sense"; and if they do admit to marginal doubt, they then insist on the pro- 
priety of waiting for Condon's report from Colorado, due at the end of 1968 
if plans go forward as now set. My own doubts about the propriety of "waiting 


Eor Colorado” have recently been expressed elsewhere®, so need not be 


circles, 


reiterated here. 
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Some Illustrative UFO Reports 


One of the conclusions one must draw from studying UFO reports from all 
parts of the world is that there is an essential similarity in the types of 
unexplained phenomena reported from all parts of the globe. Discs and cigar- 
shaped objects dominate; nighttime observations are most common; and highly 
unconventional performance characteristics are described by observers in 
widely varying geographical areas, and by observers of quite diverse cultural 
backgrounds (primitive grouss as well as more advanced groups). To bring out 
certain of these points, a small number of specific cases will be briefly 


summarized next. , 


Case l. BOAC Stratocruiser, Seven Islands, Quebec, June 29, 1954 


A famous case in UFO annals that has an appropriately international 
flavor occurred near sunset on June 29, 1954, over eastern Canada, when crew 
and passengers of a British Overseas Airways Corp. Stratocruiser, outbound 
from New York to London, observed, for a total period of 18 minutes (about 
90 miles of flight path) one large object and five or six smaller objects 
somewhat north of Seven Islands. The UFOs were sighted just aft of the port 
wing, at a very roughly estimated distance of 5-6 miles, maneuvering in uncon- 
ventional manner. Capt. James Howard, the pilot, stated, after landing in 
London?, "...they were obviously not aircraft as we know them. All appeared 
black and I will swear they were solid...There was a big central object that 
appeared to keep changing shape...The six smaller objects dodged about either 
in front or behind." When interviewed by USAF intelligence personnel at 
Goose Bay, Labrador, it was established that all of the crew had participated 
in the sighting, as did a number of passengers, a total of over 20 witnesses. 
A fighter plane scrambled from Goose Bay at Howard's request. Just before it 
reached their area, the UFOs rapidly moved out of sight towards the northwest. 


The group of UFOs maintained relatively constant position, relative to 
the airliner, until their departure, and lay approximately five degrees to 
left of the just-setting sun. No meteorological-optical phenomenon (assuredly 
not a sundog) could reasonably account for the reported phenomena. The Strato- 
cruiser was cruising at about 240 knots at 19,000 ft on the southwest edge of 
a high-pressure center over Labrador, scarcely meteorological conditions 
favorable to ball lightning or any other electrical disturbances; and visi- 
bility was described by Capt. Howard as "perfect." To suggest that a natural 
plasmoid of any sort could keep pace with an aircraft at 240 kts for 18 minutes 
and 90 miles seems entirely unreasonable on a number of grounds. The speed and 
motions categorically rule out meteors. The peculiar maneuvering of the 
smaller objects and the curious shape-changes of the larger object suggest no 
conventional explanation. It was First Officer Lee Boyd's impression that the 
smaller ones merged into the larger prior to departure, again defying obvious 
explanation. 

At that time, Howard had 7500 flying hours; he is still flying with BOAC. 
In a recent interview, he corroborated details of the 1954 press accounts and 
even added interesting additional points. The distance of the objects pre- 
cluded seeing any structural details, if any had been present; it is the per- 
formance characteristics and the pronounced shape-changes that mark this well- 
authenticated sighting as a puzzling UFO case for which no adequate explanation 
has ever been proposed, to my knowledge. 


Case 2. Cressy, Tasmania, October 4, 1969 


and halfway around the globe from Quebec, 


A half-dozen years after Case l, 
(a number of 


well-documented sighting bearing a certain resemblance to it 


a 
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small objects around a larger one), was made by two reliable witnesses. 

Rev. Lionel B. Browning, an Anglican clergyman, was admiring a rainbow as 

he and his wife looked out a window of the Cressy, Tasmania, rectory. ft 

was 6:10 p.m., the sun was just setting in the west. A curtain of rain con- 
cealed Ben Lomond ridge off to their east and extended through the southeast 
and to their south. Mrs. Browning suddenly called Rev. Browning's attention 
to what they both first interpreted as a large aircraft emerging from a rain- 
curtain nearly due east. Although the Brownings never felt entirely sure of 
the range of this object, they estimated it at perhaps 3 miles, since the 
object seemed to be over an estate’known to be at that distance. Their first 
guess that it was an aircraft was next modified to an aircraft stalling, since 
the speed of the object, crudely scaled from the subjective size-and-distance 
estimates, seemed to be not much over 50-60 mph. 


IT had an opportunity to interview Rev. Browning last summer and verified 
contemporary press accounts'®. He and Mrs. Browning quickly noted that the 
cigar-shaped object ‘seemed to lack wings, had several vertical bands or 
ridges on its gray-colored surface, and some odd protuberance on its "forward" 
end. They watched it glide northward for about a minute before it suddenly 
stopped in mid-air and hovered over the ground at an altitude they very roughly 
guessed at 400-500 feet. Then, from out of the rainclouds farther east, there 
came about a half-dozen much smaller objects, of perceptibly discoid form, the 
Brownings stated. These smaller discs moved much faster than the larger cigar- 
shaped object, at speeds that Rev. Browning stated to me might have approached 
jet-aircraft speed. He stressed that these smaller objects "skipped like 
stones on water", a phraseology that I learned from associates of Rev. Browning 
did not originate from any previous study of UFO reports, since, prior to that 
October, 1960 sighting, Rev. Browning not only ignored UFO reports but took a 
very negative view of the authenticity of most such reports. 


The Brownings next Saw the discs seem to take up a "formation" around the 
cigar-shaped object, which had been hovering motionless during the approach 
and formation of the smaller objects (whose diameter the Brownings guessed at 
perhaps some tens of feet, in contrast to the perhaps tenfold larger length 
of the cigar-shaped object). Then, the entire assemblage started moving 
towards the south, back into the rainshower out of which the large object had 
first been seen emerging, whence the group was lest from sight, terminating 
the observation after a total elapsed time estimated by the witnesses as about 
two minutes, perhaps as long as three minutes. 


These objects were illuminated by the setting sun, and Rev. Browning 
emphasized to me that there was a distinct difference in tone between the dull 
gray of the larger object and the shiny, metallic luster of the smaller disc- 


like objects. 

after a brief discussion of this event (which by then they 
construed as "some Russian devices"), called the nearby airdrome to report it, 
which ultimately brought it to the attention of the RAAF. Tf have recently had 
a letter from the RAAF officer who did the interrogation of the Brownings. 

Wg. Cmdr. G. L. Waller states in his communication that the Brownings "im- 
pressed me as being mature, stable, and mentally alert individuals who had no 
cause or desire to see objects in the sky other than objects of definite form 
That impression is attested to by many others who know the 

as I established by direct queries in Hobart and 


The Brownings, 


and substance." 
Brownings personally, 
Melbourne last year. 

My questions as to the ultimate public explanation which the RAAF put on 
the sighting elicited somewhat bitter comment from Rev. Browning, comment that 
T later found elaborated in press clippings made available to me by the 
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officers of a very creditable private UFO group in Melbourne (Victorian 
Flying Saucer Research Society). The Directorate of Air Ferce Intelligence, 
RAAF, made official explanation carly in 1961: "The phenomena was the result 
of the moonrise associated with meteorological conditions at the time of the 
sighting. On 4th October, 1960, moonrise (full quarter) at Cressy would have 


been visible shortly after 1800 hours and in an FSE direction. The objects 
apparently seen were near the sky-line in an easterly direction. The presence 


of "scud" type clouds, moving in varying directions due to turbulence in and 
around the rain squall near which the objects were sighted, and the position 
of the moon or its reflections, produced the impression of flying objects." 


Such an "explanation" has a curiously familiar ring to anyone who has 
studied large numbers of USAF "explanations" of UFO sightings. One can 
quickly establish that the moon was full on the date of the Cressy sighting 
and that it would have risen not in the ESE but a few degrees north of east. 
And, still worse for the official explanation, there was not only a dense 
rain storm obscuring all the eastern sky as seen from the Cressy rectory, 
but the highest mountain range of Tasmania lay behind those dense clouds to 


further obscure the just-rising full moon. (Ben Lomond, summit 6160 ft, 
lies to ENE of Cressy, and the ridges extend off to south and north from that 
summit point.) From my own viewpoint, as one interested in atmospheric 


opticS and in unusual refractive and reflective anomalies, the official sug- 
gestion that "scud" subject to turbulent motions could (had the moon not been 
wholly obscured by rain and mountain) be optically distorted into anything 
remotely resembling the phenomena reported by the Brownings seems entirely 
out of question. (Because USAF explanations have many times asserted, as 
has also Dr. D. H. Menzel in his writings on UFoOs!!, that the sun and the moon 
can be "reflected" off sides or tops of clouds, it may be well to state that 
nothing in decades of meteorological optical observations supports such a 
notion, save for the phenomenon of the “undersun", which involves specular 
reflection off tabular ice crystals falling in completely non-turbulent air, 
and visible only from an aircraft or elevated vantage point. Sun and moon 
do not yield anything like distinct images by reflection off the walls of 
clouds; all UFO explanations invoking such optical absurdities are unreason- 
able. It might be added that Menzel has repeatedly erred in referring to 
sundogs, i.e., parhelia, as resulting from "reflection", since that familiar 
optical effect is caused by ice-crystal refraction.) In asserting such a 
meteorological explanation as was issued by the RAAF intelligence office, 
little evidence of scientific knowledge was exhibited, unless that office 
felt that the essential features of the Brownings’ account had to be simply 
disregarded as unreliable. Yet the interrogating RAAF officer, Wg. Cdr. 
Waller, evidently had no such inclination to disregard these witnesses' 
description of their observations, nor do I. 


Case 3. Fukuoka, Japan, October 15, 1948 


From Air Force Project Bluebook files comes the material summarized here 
for this officially UNIDENTIFIED case involving airborne~radar and air-visual 
observation of an unconventional "bullet-shaped" object. At 11:05 p.m. LST, 

a USAF F-61 Black Widow fighter, with crew of pilot and radar observer, fly- 
ing near Fukuoka, obtained a radar pickup on an unknown target at an altitude 
of around 6000 ft, and an initial range of about 10 miles. The total encounter, 
occupying a period of about ten minutes, is too complex to describe in full 
detail here. The Bluebook file on it, about a guarter-inch thick, contains a 
number of different intelligence reports that are not mutually compatible on 
certain quantitative details (closure distances, ctc.). Brietly, a total of 
six radar passes were made, and each time the F-61 closed to about 4000 yards, 
whereupon the unknown accelerated suddenly from about 200 mph to an estimated 
1200 mph. The original report from Far East Air Forces intelligence sources 
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states that the unknown "had a high rate of acceleration and could go almost 
straight up or down out of radar elevation limits...There was sufficient mcon- 
light to permit a silhouette to be discerned although no details were 

“The F-61 crew thought it possible that the six passes might have 


observed. 
but this was inferential. 


been made on two separate unknowns, 


Another portion of the official file includes a FEAF followup report, 
describing some other points: "When the F-61 approached within 12,000 ft the 
target executed a 180° turn and dived under the F-6l1. The F-61 attempted to 
dive with the target but was unable to keep pace...It is believed that the 
object was not lost from the scope due to normal skip null-zones common to 
all radar equipment. The pilot and observer feel that it was the high rate 
of speed of the object which enabled it to disappear so rapidly." And still 
another document in the Bluebook file on this UNIDENTIFIED describes the 
visual sighting made at one juncture: "At time of only visual sighting tar- 
get was on a level with observing aircraft. Under night visibility all that 
was visible was a silhouette. Type of tail stabilizers is unknown. General 
classification - very short body giving a stubby appearance. Canopy, if 
was formed into aircraft body to give the object cleancut lines and 
was not discernible." The estimated size was 20-30 feet, and an accompanying 
sketch shows it as having a sharply cut-off tail ("bullet-shaped"). No 
exhaust was seen. The moon was nearly full on that night, and the airmen saw 
the outline against a moonlit cloud, they stated in their report. USAF ground-~ 
radar stations at Shigamo-Shima and Fukae-Shima had the F-61 on their scopes 
intermittently as it moved in and out of ground clutter, but at no times 
obtained a vadar-return from the unknown. 


Ruppelt® states that the Fukuoka sighting was one of the first UFO cases 
where an UNIDENTIFIED was seen on a radarscope; but many have since attained 
that distinction. Indeed, when one reads the full text of the 1953 Robertson 
Panel, one of the arresting points is the evident concern with the larce 
number of "radar fast-tracks" already on record by that date. Despite the 
existence in USAF records of a number of UNIDENTIFIEDS seen on radar (often 
with both airborne and ground radar and sometimes also with ground- and air- 
visual sightings in accord), members of a Congressional Armed Services Com- 
mittee investigation, inquiring into the UFO problem after the 1966 Michigan 


3" episode, were told on April 5, 1966, by the USAF Bluebook officer, 


"swamp gas 
"We have no radar cases which are unexplained", when Congressman Schweiker 


raised that pertinent question. Dr. J. A. Hynek, Air Force scientific con- 
sultant for then 18 years, present in the hearing-room, did not correct this 


misinformation given to concerned Congressional inquirers. 


present, 


Case 4, Gulf of Mexico, December 6, 1952 


Just to cite briefly another example of a radar-visual sighting in the 
official UNIDENTIFIED category, one might mention the December 6, 1952 air- 
borne sighting by the crew of an Air Force B-29 flying over the Gulf of 
Mexico at 18000 ft in bright moonlight. (See 7 for further details.) A 
total of over a half-dozen separate unknowns, seen on the B-29 radarscopes 
and by crewmen watching out side-blisters, passed at high speed (some speeds 
roughly estimated at 5000 mph from blip displacements). Some of them were 
seen below the flight altitude, and others maneuvered in most unconventional 
patterns (sudden course-reversals). No meteor explanation would fit the 
visual sightings, and ground-return effects are essentially out of the ques- 
tion by virtue of the high altitude and by the features of the atmospheric 
lapse rate at the time and area of the unusual sighting. It remains an 


UNIDENTIFIED in USAF files. 
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Case 5. Washington National Airport, July 19 and 26, 1952 


Many more Bluebook file reports that are in the "explained" category 
also involve radar-tracking of intriguing nature, but have been tagged with 
a variety of other identifications. One of the msot famous is the 1952 epi-~ 
sode near Washington National Airport (July 19 and 26, 1952). I shall not 
give an account of it here (see for ecxample Hall or Ruppelt or Ref. 1), but 
only remark that my own analysis of the radiosonde data for those two nights 
leads me to diametrically opposite conclusions from those that have remained 
the official views for fifteen years. There were only very weak inversions 
and moisture gradients present on those nights, incapable of causing the 
striking radar and visual effects reliably reported. TI have recently inter- 
viewed five of the CAA controllers and four pilots involved in that sighting 
and can only say that it is a case of extremely great interest - fully deserv- 
ing the national-headline treatment it got in 1952. 


Further measure of the limited knowledge of the actual history of UFO 
investigations held by the USAF personnel charged with UFO responsibilities 


can be found in the same April 5, 1966 testimony previously cited. (See 
H.D. 55, Hearing by Committee on Armed Services, HR, 89th Congress, 2d 
Session, 4/5/66, p. 6075). Congressman Stratton asked Bluebook Officer 


Quintanilla: "Was there not a sighting, back it seems to me in 1947, when 
an object was observed on radar, either at National Airport or Bolling, both 
coming in and going out? It seems to me there was also a visual sighting 
that went along with that...Is this in your records at all?" Now, almost 
anyone who had attempted a serious study of UFO history would immediately 
recognize that Mr. Stratton, albeit confused about his recollected details, 
was asking of the famous Washington National sightings of July, 1952. Yet 
the incumbent Bluebook officer replied, "I am sure that if the sighting was 
reported to the Air Force it is on record, but I am not aware of this parti- 
cular one, sir." Dr. Hynek did not offer correction, if he was aware that 


correction was needed. 


Some months later, after I had been at Project Bluebook, studied their 
file on this important case, recomputed the refractive-index gradients to 
assess the Air Force claims that anomalous propagation effects caused the 
radar returns (numerous objects moving with variable speeds, high acceler- 
ations) and weighed official claims that optical refraction anomalies caused 
the visual reports (mainly from pilots flying well above the weak ground- 
inversion and sighting some of the objects maneuvering even above their 
flight altitudes), I asked Air Force consultant Hynek how he could have per- 
mitted those incorrect radar "explanations" to be passed on to press, public, 
and Congress for all these years. His reply was in the form of a question: 
"How could I set myself up against all those radar experts from Washington?" 
This led me to comment that it should have taken him only about one or two 
weeks of study of standard radar-propagation references to become fully con- 
levant radar details, and that homework ought to have been 


versant with all rel 
done by him twenty years ago, in view of his UFO consulting obligations. It 
is, I fear, such casual failure to really close with the puzzling nature of 


the UFO problem that has left it in limbo for twenty years. And all of thet 
time, Pentagon press statements cave repeated assurances that real expertise 
was at work proving the correctness of the Air Force position as to misiden- 
tified natural phenomena. It is a very distressing and a very unbelievable 
story, which is only faintly hinted by the brief remarks that can be made 
here. But from the point of view of deserved international scientific atten- 
tion to the UFO problem, candid criticisms of the USAF handling of this 
problem seems necessary to make clear that there has never been any in-depth 
UFO study within the U. S. Hence, I now wish to put myself on record once 


again as characterizing most of the past 15 years of Bluebook work as 
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scientifically incompetent and superficial. Yet it has done the trick: it 
has kept all of us unconcerned about the UFO problem. 


Conspiracy? No, not as I see it. Foulup. 


Case 6. Near Barcelona, Spain, September 10, 1967 


Over the past twenty years, airline pilots and flight crews have been 
a continuing source of scientifically puzzling UFO reports. One of the 
earliest, still carried by Bluebook as one of its UNIDENTIFIEDS, is a 
July 4, 1947 UAL sighting near Boise*. When some months ago I interviewed 
Capt. EB. J. Smith, pilot of the DC-3 from which the sighting was made at 
sunset, shortly after takeoff, his opinion that the two formations of disc- 
like objects that he, his co-pilot, and a stewardess had seen 20 years 
earlier were no conventional aircraft seemed as strong as it had been when 
he was interviewed by reporters in 1947. From Capt. Smith's sighting down 
to the present, the class of airline-pilot reports has remained a most impor- 
tant class because of obvious observer-credibility factors. Let me recapitu- 
date a much more recent one. 


Just before sunset on September 10, 1967, four crew members of an Air 
Ferry Ltd. DC-6, bound for England from Majorca, sighted an unconventional 
airborne object about 60 miles Nw of Barcelona, at 16,000 ft. A brief report 
appeared in the Sept. 11 edition of the London Daily Express, independent 
British investigators assembled further information, and one of the crew, 

F/L Brian Dunlop, submitted a summary account to VFON headquarters (Volunteer 
Plight Officers Network, a clearing-house in Denver for meteor, vehicle- 
reentry, and other aerial-sighting reports). 


When first sighted, according to Dunlop, the unknown was about 30° to 
the left of their northbound flight path, heading towards the west at an 
altitude slightly above theirs. Its initial estimated distance was put at 
a number of tens of miles as it crossed to their right, turned towards them, 
and then approached after an apparent deceleration and a descending motion. 
The shape of the metallic-appearing object resembled an inverted ice cream 
cone, with a rounded base and pointed top. Dunlop stated, "There was a 
definite solid object the like of which none of the four crew that saw it had 
ever seen before, and we had been guick enough we could have got a good photo 
of it." Capt. F. E. C. Underhill stated in another interview that the UFO 
"must have been under control...it definitely altered course substantially." 
The course alteration brought it on a head-on approach, but it passed under 
the DC-6's starboard wing and disappeared to their south. The crew did not 
alert any of the 96 passengers aboard in the total viewing time of about 
2-3 minutes, not wishing to alarm them. Estimated speed of the object was 
600-700 knots, whereas the ambient wind at flight level was only 10 knots 
from the north. A check with Barcelona flight controllers indicated there 
were no known aircraft in the area, but reports do not indicate if radar cover- 
age was available. 

The shape, the veering path, the passage under the aircraft's flight level 
all rule out meteoric phenomena. That it was not a balloon was indicated not 
only by the shape, but its reported motions do not match balloon behavior in 
any obvious way. It would seem to be one more airline-reported unidentified 


flying object. 


Case 7. Peruvian coast, December 30, 1966 


South America has been a source of extremely large numbers of UFO reports. 
I have never been in a good position to evaluate the credibility and creden- 


tials of witnesses in these reports and hence pass no present judgment on most 
of them, but stress that they warrant searching study. One rather interesting 
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case that has been cross-checked sufficiently to appear well authenticated 
involves observations by the 6-man flight~crew of a Canadian-Pacific Airlines 
oc-8, who sighted an unconventionally behaving airborne object over the Peru- 
vian coast as they headed northwest at 35,000 ft altitude on the indicated 
date early in the morning (0300 LST). A report to VFON, and other reports in 
the press and elsewhere, give salient features of the event. 


Capt. Robert Millbank's report stated that the unknown was first spotted 
70° to the left of their flight path, at an estimated elevation angle of about 
10°. There was a clear sky, with stars visible. At first detection, the 
unknown seemed to consist of a pair of lights of high luminosity, hovering for 
and pulsating. It next moved down towards the plane, and 


perhaps a minute, 
seeming to pace the DC-8 for another 


assumed a position off their left wing, 
minute or two. 

All six crewmen took turns looking at the unknown through various windows 
to be positive that window-reflection effects were not involved. As the 
unknown paced the aircraft, it appeared to be a pair of bright lights, sepa- 
rated by 3~4°, and with some vaguely perceptible structure joining the lights, 
according to some of the crew's accounts. Others felt that no interconnecting 
structure was discernible, in the estimated 1-2 minutes that the object lay 
off the port wing (at a distance that could not be reliably estimated, but was 
felt to be of the order of perhaps a mile). A V-shaped pair of thin light 
beams emanated from the object, pointing upwards initially, but downwards 
later, according to Millbank's account. All passengers were asleep, and no 
photographs were made. 

Millbank stated that "in 26 years of flying I have never seen anything 
like this before." Second Officer J. D. Dahl said, "...in my opinion, the 
only answer to this sighting is a craft with speed and controllability unknown 
to us." Other sighting details will be omitted here. After a few minutes of 
pacing to the DC-8's port side, the object was seen to accelerate, pull away, 
and climb rapidly out over the Pacific to the west, where it was lost in the 


distance. 

Here, as in such a disturbingly large number of commercial airline UFO 
reports that have been ignored or explained away during the past two decades, 
one is hard put to give any conventional explanation. Clearly, unless one 
throws out most of the sighting details provided by the six crewmen, it will 
be quite unreasonable to call this unknown an aircraft, a balloon, a meteor, 
a plasmoid, an hallucination, or any of the other frequently-invoked mis- 


identifieds. 


Case 8. Corning, California, July 4, 1967 


At about 5:15 a.m., PDT, on the morning of July 4, 1967, at least five 
witnesses (and reportedly others not yet locatable) saw an object of uncon- 
ventional nature moving over Highway 5 on the edge of Corning, California. 
Hearing of the event from NICAP, IT began searching for the witnesses and 
eventually telephone-interviewed four. Press accounts from the Corning Daily 
Observer and Oakland Tribune afforded further corroboration. : 


Jay Munger, operator of an all-night bowling alley, was drinking coffee 
with two police officers, James Overton of the Corning force and Frank Rakes 
of the Orland force, when Munger suddenly spotted the object out the front 
windows of his bowling alley. In a moment all three were outside observing 
what they each described as a dark gray oval or disc-shaped object with a 
bright light shining upwards on its top and a dimmer light shining downward 
A dark gray or black band encircled the mid-section of 


from the underside. 
it lay almost due west, at a distance that 


the object. when first sighted, 
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they estimated at a guarter of a mile (later substantiated by independent 
witnesses viewing 1t at right angles to the line of sight of the trio at 

It was barely moving, and seemed to be only a few 

The dawn light illuminated the object, but not 
they stated. 


the bowling alley). 
hundred feet above terrain. 
so brightiy as to obscure the two lights on top and bottom, 
thinking to get an independent observation from a different part 
returned almost immediately to telephone his wife; but she never 
saw it for reasons of tree-obscuration. At my request, Munger re-enacted the 
telephoning process to form a rough estimate of elansed time. He obtained a 
time of 1-1.5 minutes. This time is of interest because, when he completed 

the call and rejoined Overton and Rakes, the object had still moved only a 


short distance south on Highway 5 (about a quarter of a mile perhaps), but 


then quickly accelerated and passed off to the south, going out of their 
sight in only about 10 seconds, far to their south. 


Many skeptics reasonably enough ask why there are not many good photo- 
This is a4 difficult question to answer; certainly it is true 
one seems to have left 


Munger, 
cf Corning, 


graphs of UFOs. 
that when hoax photos or dubious photes are excluded, 
a dismayingly small number of good UFO photos after 20 years of UFO sightings. 
A factor that may often be involved is that even those witnesses who do have 

loaded cameras nearby may not recover from their surprise before the object is 


Officer Overton stated to me in my telephone interview that he had 
only a few tens of feet from 


yet he was so 


gone. 
binoculars and a loaded camera in his patrol car, 


the parking-lot spot where he stood gazing at the object, 
stunned by the unprecedented nature of what he was seeing that it never occur- 
red to him to run for his camera. Munger's phoning-time check suggests that 

this failure to think of his camera lasted over an interval of about a minute 


and a half. 
Paul Heideman, of Fremont, California, was driving suth on Highway 5 at 

the time of the above sighting, along with a friend, Robert King. I located 

Heideman and obtained from him an account of his observation made from a point 

on the highway north of Corning. He saw the light from the object, and had 

it in sight for an estimated three minutes, as it headed south, and then 

veered east (a turn not seen from the more restricted viewing point of the 

bowling-alley parking lot). Heideman said that, when first seen, it lay almost 

straight down Highway 5, serving to check the estimate of the other observers 


that the object lay only a few city blocks to their west. 


The weather was clear, no haze, no wind, according to the witnesses. 
Munger's concise comment was, “I've never seen anything like it before." He 
estimated its “diameter" at perhaps 50-100 ft, and its vertical thickness as 
perhaps 15-20 ft, with some kind of edge (band) perhaps 5-10 ft thick. No 
sound was ever heard, Overton stated to me that he had no idea what it was, 


but that "there was no doubt it was a craft of some sort." 


Here one has a daylight sighting by at least five witnesses from two 
viewing points, lasting for many tens of seconds. The object exhibits opacity 
plus light-sources. Its motion varies from near-hovering to high speed. It 
is seen over an azimuthal range of almost 90° by the three observers who got 
the closest look, yet no wings or empennage is seen. What is it? Lack of 
sound at as close a range as a quarter-mile and in the quiet of the early 
morning in a small town rules out a helicopter; lack of wings rules out a 
conventional aircraft. Balloons, meteors, meteorological-optical effects, and 


the rest of the constellation of frequently-invoked explanations do not appear 
It appears necessary to describe the object as an 
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to fit such a sighting. 
unconventional machine-likedject - or reject the witness' testimony. The 


scientifically embarrassing point here is that many other such hard-to-explain 
observations of machine-like objects are now on record - and being ignored 
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Case 9. Kansas City, Kansas, August 12, 1961 


Another such case, involving very much closer-range observation of a 
craft~like object, is to be found in Bluebook files as an UNIDENTIFIED. 
(USAF has repeatedly asserted, for 15 years, that in their unidentified 
cases lies nothing that defies explanation "in terms of present-day science 
and technology." Not so, I am obliged to say. I am making a special study 
of Air Force UNIDENTIFIEDS, and would stress that there is a very large body 
of phenomenology in those UNIDENTIFIEDS that most certainly defies explana- 
tion in terms of today's science or today's technology! Indeed, ‘this is the 
principal conclusion of the studies of all serious students of the UFO 
problem. ) : 

At about 9:00 p.m. on August 12, 1961, two college-age boys living in 
Kansas City, Kansas, became involved in a close-range sighting of considerable 
interest!2. I have recently interviewed both of these witnesses, T. A. Phipps 
and J. B. Furkenhoff. They were driving towards Furkenhoff's home in Phipps’ 
open-top convertible near Old Mission High School on 50th Street. Furkenhoff 
sighted the object first and had been watching it for some time before he 
called it to Phipps' attention. It seemed to be hovering, by that time, at 
perhaps 50-100 ft altitude over a point only a few city blocks away. It 
appeared to have lights all around its lower edge, and made no sound then or 
later. 

They drove almost directly under it and looked up at its base, where it 
hovered over houses whose residents were evidently unaware of the presence of 
the object, since no other persons were seen out of doors by the two boys. 

No wings, tail or propellers were visible, and no exhaust or noise was per- 
ceptible. The lights around its underside were yellowish and had a neon-glow 
character, according to Phipps. It was the complete lack of sound that even-— 
tually made them uneasy after a total viewing-time that they estimated at 

They did not get out of the convertible, from which they had 


several minutes. 
Phipps could not recall whether he stopped his engine. 


a quite adequate view. 
The size was estimated at that of "a football field" when they were 
interrogated by USAF personnel in 1961 (Bluebook file account), but when I 
interviewed them in early 1968, they put it at more like 100 ft across. It 
was opaque, solid, and obscured the sky above, which was cloudless according 
to the Bluebook data. The Bluebook file report indicated that its shape was 
compared to that of a "sled with running boards", yet neither witness, when 
I questioned them, had the slightest idea how such a description was filed by 
the interrogating personnel. Their recollections differed as to shape: 
Phipps recalled it as disc-shaped, while Furkenhoff recailed it as a rounded 


cylinder. 

After about 3-4 minutes of observing the silently hovering object, their 
uneasiness was broken by the sudden departure of the object. It accelerated 
from a stationary position and climbed away out of sight in a time of only a 
few seconds, each witness agreed. The precise climb-out path was recalled 
somewhat differently by the two witnesses. The 1961 Air Force interview 
recorded the climb-out as beginning with a directly vertical ascent followed 
by an inclined departure path to the east. 


They each told their parents, and Phipps' mother asked a friend who was on 
active Air Force duty, a Maj. John Yancer, to phone the Richards-Gebaur AFB 
near Kansas City. He was told that an unidentified had been seen on radar, 
and so he urged that the boys be interviewed by USAF personnel. Telephone 
interviews were accomplished the next day, but no further USAF interrogation 
in the ensuing half-dozen years was ever carried out. This, despite the fact 
that it was put in the UNIDENTIFIED category at Bluebook. Such lack of 
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Followup of even the most intriguing UNIDENTIFIED cases is almost the rule, 
Not the exception; this systematic failure to pursue UFO reports is only one 
of many disturbing facets of the USAF investigations since 1953. 

The August 1961 signting is not readily explained. Economy of expression 
suggests calling the object an unconventional machine-like object exhibiting 
performance characteristics well beyond the state of the art. I must say it 
also seems to defy explanation in terms of present-day science and technology, 


to use the Air Force's threadbare phraseology. 


Case 10. Moe, Australia, February 15, 1963 


To maintain a certain international tone, in keeping with the title of my 
I close with another interesting sighting made in a distant area. 


remarks, 

With the aid of the Melbourne VFSRS group, I was able to interview Australian 

farmer Charles Brew and his son Trevor last summer. They operate a small dairy 
Moe, Vic. My interview was carried out in the 


farm east of Melbourne, near 
milking shed where Brew and his son were working at about 7:90 a.m. 


1963, when an unusual object swooped down nearby. 
It was already light on this summer morning, although rainclouds lay over-~ 
head. Trevor was working in a part of the milking shed where his view of the 
eastern sky was obscured and he did not see the object during its short-dura- 
tion passage nearby. Charles Brew, however, was standing in an opening, with 
a full view to the eastern sky when the object descended towards his shed and 
cattle-pens at an angle that he put at about 45°. The object might be loosely 
described as a domed disc, estimated by Brew at 25 ft in diameter, gray in 
color except for a transparent dome on top. Around the circumference of the 
object he saw an array of scoop~like or bucket-like vanes or protuberances. 


As the object swooped down, almost as if to land on the hillside nearby, 
the cattle and horses reacted in violent panic which Brew described (in his 
own terms) as unprecedented. It descended to an altitude that he judged to 
be 75-100 feet, as estimated by the height of a tree near its point of minimal 
altitude. Then, after seeming to hover near the tree for a few seconds, it 
began a climb at roughly 45°, continuing on its westward course and passing up 


into the cloud deck again. 
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The dome was not rotating, but the central section and bottom portion 
apoeared to be rotating at about once per second, Brew judged. The spinning 
motion caused the protuberances (Brew thought) to generate the swishing noise, 
somewhat like a turbine noise, that was clearly audible not only to Brew but 
also to Trevor, located inside the shed and not far from a Diesel unit power- 
ing the milking machines. The sound was even audible over the latter local 
noise-sources, Trevor stated. 

It took some time to recover the animals that had bolted, 
already inside the fenced area were strongly disturbed for some time. 
stated to me that it was many days before any of his cattle would walk over 
the part of the hillside pasture over which the object had momentarily 


Brew himself reported an uncommon headache persisting for a number 
but whether this was fortuitous cannot be con- 


and those 
Brew 


hovered. 
of hours after the incident, 
cluded. 

Brew has been interviewed many times by Australian UFO investigators 
reasons being found to discount his unusual sighting. My reaction 
to Brew was similar. It is unfortunate that the son was not in position to 
confirm the sighting, but he confirms the unusual sound ("like a diggerydoo", 
as Brew put it). The object is similar in its general features and size to 
that seen by a witness I interviewed in New Zealand, Mrs. Eileen Moreland. 
1959 observation, like Brew's, and like that of many other UFO 


without any 


Her July 13, 
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witnesses, is extremely difficult to explain in present~day scientific 
or technological terms. 
Rk Kk 

The foregoing Constitute ten UFO cases from fairly widely ranging geo- 
araphical areas, and spanning almost two decades of time. They are intended 
to be illustrative but not "representative", since one of the baffling 
features of UFO reports (easily scoffed out of court by the skeptic) is the 
remarkable variety of shapes, sizes, and maneuvers reported. No mere sample 
of ten cases can give any feeling for that puzzling range of UFO phenomenology. 
Nor can a mere ten cases out of the thousands that now are on record in offi- 
cial or unofficial files convince a properly skeptical scientist that we are 
dealing here with extraterrestrial surveillance (the hypothesis that my 
studies suggest as most likely}. One must carefully examine not tens but 
hundreds of such reports before the weight of evidence is seen in some per- 
The difficulty has been that very few scientists have carried out 


and hence the low a priori probability of extra- 
a possibility. 


spective. 
such examination to date, 
terrestrial surveillance leads most scientists to discount such 
Hence, the above ten illustrative cases are only intended to convey a 
general impression of the puzzlement that inheres in so many UFO reports, 
suggest that possibly we do have here a problem of considerable scientific 
interest. In my Own opinion, the UFO problem may be the greatest scientific 
problem of our times; but I do not expect ten cases to convince doubters. I 
was most certainly not convinced by the first ten good cases I had checked. 
But I was quite intrigued, and hence kept’ checking. Many more scientists must 
do the same and add the weight of their opinion pro and con the extraterres- 
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Alternatives to the Extraterrestrial Hypothesis 

The UFO problem is one for which prudence dictates a studied application 
of Chamberlain's "method of multiple hypotheses". Since I have in previous 
discussions!§® cataloged the eight alternative hypotheses under which I like 
to scrutinize UFO data, I shall not recapitulate them here. When I say to 


you that my present position, based on months of study of UFO cases and UFO 
is one of favoring the hypothesis that UFOs are some form of 


investigations, 
extraterrestrial surveillance devices, I am saying that I feel that all of 


the obviously competing alternative hypotheses seem inadequate; by a process 
of elimination I come to the extraterrestrial hypothesis, as have others. 


Although argument by elimination is logically sound, it is not the type 
of argumentation that scientists like to see used in a difficult problem. 
They much prefer positive arguments. The reason for this preference is 
simple enough: Success of argument by elimination demands that you have in 
your initial set of considered hypotheses all possible hypotheses, and one 
may not be so clever or so unbiased as to start from that point. With respect 
to UFOs, to put it in simple terms, one would prefer "solid evidence" - in 
the form of a tail fin, a jettisoned "motor", a crashed UFO, a lot of good 
photos, etc. Such positive evidence doeés not seem to exist, despite stories 
to the contrary. That there seem to be no crashed UFOs can be whimsically 
explained away by asserting that "they" seem to have attained Zero Defects. 
Droll, but scarcely overwhelming argumentation (even if it might prove 


essentially correct). 

Hoaxes, illusions, hallucinations, frauds and fabrications must con- 
tinually be considered, with frauds and fabrications by far the most trouble- 
some from the viewpoint of report-evaluation. Suggestions that UFOs are 
advanced vehicles of a secret terrestrial technology seem absurd when one 
scrutinizes UFO reports and then examines the nature and state of advancement 
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of global technologies. I omit further comment here because I feel sure 
that CASI members need no long arguments on that hypothesis. 


The leading alternative to the extraterrestrial hypothesis seems to be 
that of “misidentified natural phenomena", viewed in terms broad enough to 
include misidentified conventional aircraft, satellites, balloons, etc. The 
Bluebook position has for years been that UFOs are almost entirely such 
"misidentifieds", and Bluebook has repeatedly asserted that their small per- 
centage of UNIDENTIFIEDS would fall into that category if more adequate data 
were at hand. I do not agree, after studying hundreds of their cases. Rather, 
I say that adequate and open-minded scientific scrutiny of the roughly 12,000 
UFO cases now on file at Air Force Bluebook Project would probably raise the 
percentage of UNIDENTIFIEDS from the acknowledged few per cent (figure varies 
from year to year) to perhaps 30-40 per cent. An extremely important point 
to recognize is that intelligence personnel at the airbase levels from which 
the bulk of Bluebook's reports originate simply do not bother to go through 
the quintuplicate-filing process on any UFO report that they feel involves 
somebody seeing Venus, or seeing a strobe-light, or an aerial reconnaissance 
plane, etc. They operate with a degree of airbase-level flexibility on UFO 
reporting that serves effectively to filter out the obvious misidentifieds 
(as well as a lot more, I fear). Few persons sense this important point. The 
system is so loosely organized and depends so much on the interest and zeal of 
the individual base intelligence personnel that some obvious misidentifieds do 
get up to Bluebook, but by no means the large numbers that one might guess. 
The net result is that the Bluebook files are fascinating - not boring as I 
suspect many USAF officials with little scientific training think to be the 


case. 

In addition to being fascinating, I found the Bluebook files to be 
extremely irritating, because after looking at the reported observational 
material one next looks at the official "explanation", and from a scientific 
viewpoint there is usually an unbelievable gap between the report-content and 
the official categorization. When one then tries to query, on scientific 
grounds, the USAF personnel responsible for those categorizations, one finds 
he cannot engage in anything like a scientific discussion because scientif- 
ically skilled personnel are not involved in the Bluebook operation. It is 
entirely clear that this has been true for the past fifteen years; and still 
earlier cases unfortunately point in the same direction, even back in the 
1952 period of temporarily energetic investigatory work. 


So, when one hears that the USAP position is that the bulk of the UFO 
reports they get are misidentifieds, it is necessary to probe much further 


to get at the truth. 


Reflections and Mirages - Menzel's Views 
it is not only Bluebook that stresses misidentifieds. For about 


former Director of Harvard College Observatory, 
His 


HOWeVeLr, 
15 years, Dr. D. H. Menzel, 
has been saying that UFO reports fall almost entirely in that category. 
two books!!,13, other writings, and many television and lecture discussions 
have invariably emphasized that position. It has been cf particular scien- 
tific interest to me that a majority of his alternative explanations fall 
within my own area of interest, atmospheric physics. Consequently I have 
examined his arguments rather carefully and must say that they do not at all 
Since I have cited specific examples and discussed specific 


convince me. 
',8)> Tt shall not give numerous examples here. 


objects elsewhere 
But one category of Menzel's explanations that has evidently influenced 
Bluebook thinking of recent years (since similar explaining shows up in 


d 
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deals with "reflection" of light from atmospheric inversions 
Menzel's explanation of the August 20, 1949, Las Cruces 
Clyde Tombaugh is a case in point (11, p. 266). Menzel 
reflected off an elevated 


official files) 
and "haze layers." 
N.M., Sighting by Dr. 
argues that lights from windows on some house, 
inversion layer produced the appearance of six yellowish rectangles that 
along with two members of his fumily, saw shooting across the sky 
in that famous sighting. Tombaugh first spotted the geometric array Of six 
pale-yellow rectangles almost Girectly overhead. Menzel suggests that they 
were reflections of window lights on an inversion layer at which haze had 
collected (despite Tombaugh's strong emphasis on the unprecedented transpar- 
ency of the air that night!). Since only collimated beams like searchlight 
beams can yield distinct spots on haze layers, one seems left only with the 
notion that when Menzel says "reflection" he means just that. Letus examine 
the possibility that atmospheric inversion layers could yield perceptible 
reflectivity at near-normal incidence such as would have to be involved if 
Menzel's suggestion is to be acceptable. 


Tombaugh, 


For ideally sharp refractive index discontinuities, the Young-Fresnel 
equation (see, for example, 14, p. 420) gives the reflectivity R across a 
discontinuity between two media of relative refractive index n as 


R= ({(n - i)/(n + 1)]¢ 


for normal incidence. Even for off-normal incidence angles out to several 
tens of degrees, the order of magnitude of R is well-estimated by that famil- 
iar optical relation. Menzel's gualitative discussions about how UFO appari- 
tions stem from reflection off atmospheric discontinuities frequently involve 
such near-normal incidence. Hence the question becomes that of asking about 
how large n can become. For visible light in air at NTP, the refractive index 
relative to a vacuum is about 1.0003, and temperature effects across an inver- 
sion boundary (even if idealized as mathematically sharp) make changes only 

in about the fifth or sixth decimal place of that parameter. Clearly, then, 
one will make a gross Overestimate of R to go the extreme case of an "inver- 


separating standard air from a perfect vacuum, ¢/.¢., by inserting into 
= 1.0003. The result is seen to 


sion" 
the Young-Fresnel relation the magnitude n 


be roughly R= 107? 


This negligibly small reflectivity could not conceivably yield window-reflec- 
tions of the type adduced by Menzel to account for sightings such as Tombaugh's, 
despite its grossly overestimating the actual "inversion-layer" reflectivity 
that might be encountered in tne real atmosphere. Such quantitative consider-— 
ations are what are not found in Menzel's defense of his discussions of UFO 
misidentifications, even in areas where his particular professional background 
ought to have made him sense the orders of magnitude likely to be involved. 

In the February issue of Air Foras/Space Digest! will be found a Letter 
discussing an observation of an odd aerial apparition seen by Lt. Col. R. G. 
Hill, and treated by 4F/SD as an example of UFO reports that are explainable 
if only one looks far enough. I have spoken with Col. Hill to get a few 
further details and can only wonder if Menzel's "inversion~-reflection" ideas 
and Bluebook's misuse of the same have not misled Hill and the editors of 
AP/eooO, The four luminous discs which Hill saw on a November evening a half 
dozen years ago are tentatively explained in Hill's communication as "Possibly 
the result of some atmospheric phenomenon that caused two interfacing layers 
of air to reflect the light from a nearby source such as the mercury vapor 
lamps illuminating the parking lot at the shopping center where these objects 
appeared." As T have stated to Col. Hill and to 4F/cl, this is quantitatively 
guite out of question, Menzel's and Bluebook's arguments notwithstanding. 


Indeed, everyday experience with window-glass, whose refractive index 
relative to air is about 1.5, ought to have served to prevent the widespread 
misimpression concerning UFOs caused by "inversion-reflections." Window-glass 
gives an unimpressive normal-incidence reflectivity of about 4 per cent; yet 
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it is obvious that it must be orders of magnitude more reflective than adjoin- 
ing air layers could ever be. - 

That type of UFO explanation is being so seriously misapplied, by Blue- 
book staff and consultants, that I believe it may be well to carry the counter-~ 
arguments one step closer to the real atmosphere, for deserved emphasis. one 
never actually deals with mathematically sharp index-discontinuities in the 
earth's atmosphere, only with layers across which density may vary in some 
smooth, even if locally steep manner. For such “transition layers" in the 
index distribution, one cannot apply the Young-Fresnel equation. The mathe- 
matical problem is generally quite difficult, but Rayleigh!® has found one 
model that permits useful mathematical analysis of wave-propagation at the 
kind of inversions that can occur in our atmosphere. 


To give great benefit of doubt to inversion-reflection, one might imagine 
an inversion layer of such meteorologically improbable intensity that the air 
above the layer was 20°C hotter than that below, and in which all of this 
absurdly large temperature jump was concentrated within a transition layer of 
the unreasonably small thickness of a mere 1 centimeter. I emphasize that suchZ 
intense inversions are not known in the atmosphere, so I shall still be seri- 
ously overestimating reflectivities by applying the Rayleigh theory to such a 
case. The computed reflectivity, again treating normal incidence, is found to 


be 
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R= 10719 


I repeat; even this is an overestimate by a very large margin of what to expec 
in the real atmosphere. 

Mirage phenomena are very real; but involve angles of incidence so far 
from near-normal that the small, but significant, gradients across real inver- 
sions do give refractive anomalies of readily perceptible magnitude. But 
one's line of sight must strike the inversion layers at almost grazing angle 
(order of only tens of minutes departure from the horizontal in most in- 
stances), whereas Menzel has treated miraging in his UFO discussions as if it 
could occur with lines of sight that often depart by many degrees from the 
horizontal, which is quantitatively absurd. 


I could discuss other aspects of atmospheric physics that seem to me to 
be mishandied in Menzel's treatment of UFOs, but wish to turn to another, 
newer effort to account for many UFO reports in terms of another alleged type 
of atmospheric-physical phenomena - "plasma-UFOs", as recently discussed by 
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Klass. 


Corona, Ball Lightning, and Plasma-UFOs - Klass's Views 


In working from the method of multiple hypotheses, one needs to look in 
all directions for possible alternatives. Quite early in my own examination 
of the UFO problem, I was confronted by colleagues at the University of 
Arizona with challenges on the ground that UFOs could be some unrecognized 
form of plasmoid. For example, scientists at our Lunar and Planetary Labora- 
tory proposed that, since the wake of an entering meteoroid is a plasma and 
since a meteoroid sets up a highly turbulent wake-flow, perhaps vortical 
motions on the meteor-wake boundary could spin off masses of incandescent 
plasma that descend into the lower atmosphere and are reported as a UFO. 
pointed out seemingly insuperable difficulties centering around rapid ion- 
recombination and buoyancy of hot plasmoids that would have made it most 
improbable that any such plasmoids could penetrate from entry-levels to the 
near-surface levels where innumerable "UFOs" have been reported. But mainly 
I stressed the more basic point that the type of UFO reports that are provoc- 
ative are not mere balls of luminosity but structured objects described by 
seemingly quite credible witnesses as resembling machines of some type. 


I 
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Klass' Plasma-UFO Theory. I reiterate that latter strong objection to 
the "plasma-UFO" concept when I turn next to the recent writings of Aviation 
Week Senior Avionics Editor, Philip J. Klass. My most basic objection to the 
position he is now defending concerning plasma-UFOs is that I feel he does 
not confront the fact that the interesting UFO reports do not involve hazy, 
glowing amorphous masses, but involve reportedly sharp-edged objects often 
exhibiting discernible structural details, carry discrete lights or port- 
like apertures, and maneuver for time-periods and in kinematical patterns that 
are extremely difficult to square with his plasma-UFO hypothesis. And to that 
objection I add the same one I raise against so much of Menzel's UFO argumen- 
tation - it fails to deal quantitatively with parts of the argument that are, 
in terms of existing scientific knowledge, amenable to quantitative analysis. 


(May I interject here that my just-cited objection can and should be 
turned against my own position as to the extraterrestrial hypothesis on the 
grounds that we do now know something about prospects of interstellar travel 
and certain quantitative objections about propulsion difficulties can be 
raised against such travel. Indeed - and many have already cited these quan- 
titative difficulties, including Purcell, von Hoerner, and Markowitz. I 
reiterate (see l, 8) that my lame yet not necessarily invalid defense is that 
we may not yet know all there is to know about the technology of interstellar 
travel and hence our attempts at quantitative assessment of the extraterres- 
trial surveillance hypothesis may be inconclusive. Beyond that I cannot go.) 


Klass has developed his position in two magazine articles!’ and a just- 
published book!®. He does not assert that all UFOs are plasma-UFOs; other 
misidentifications contribute, he feels. But he does argue that most student 
of the UFO problem (and he specifically cites me as an example) seem to have 
missed the "plasma fingerprint" which he sees in so much of the UFO evidence. 
He disclaims any view that the UFO problem is a "nonsense problem"; rather hex 
suggests that it is one of keen scientific interest because it comprises a 
body of phenomena from which careful study of the plasma-hypothesis will 
generate valuable new knowledge of atmospheric physics and atmospheric elec- 
tricity. 

Now one puzzling and far from understood phenomenon of atmospheric elec- 
tricity that does seem to lie in the plasma category is “ball lightning", 
which, for brevity, will be identified here as BL. Only within about the past 
decade has BL been admitted as a real phenomenon rather than some kind of 
illusion. In this sense, the history of BL studies is amusingly parallel to 
that of UFOs. It can be stated unequivocally that, in 19€8, students of 
atmospheric electricity have not yet succeeded in developing an adequate 
theoretical understanding of the baffling phenomena reported under this head- 
ing. The fact that BL reports, like UFO reports, come largely from untrained 
observers who happen suddenly to become witnesses to the phenomenon hampers 
data-gathering. Also, it is sufficiently uncommon that it has been discourag- 
ing to try to set up special recording systems to gather instrumental data on 
the phenomenon (as is true also for UFOs). And the range of BL behavior 
characteristics is so wide that no single mathematical model has fit very 
satisfactorily the reported effects as well as the known atmospheric electri- 
cal facts. As I noted earlier above, there even exist parallels to the UFO 
problem in the sense that a semantic difficulty arises: One is not at all 
sure, in looking at published summaries of BL reports, that one is dealing 
with a single phenomenon. One suspects that, mixed into the alleged BL 
sample, are some other quite different phenomena, so that one may be trying 
to explain more than necessary. 
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Summaries of BL resorts have been given by Brand!%, Dewan?9, Rayle*! and 
McNally7?¢; and others have published accounts of smaller numbers of individual 


’ 


reports. BL models have been discussed by so many workers that no catalog of 
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individual papers is in order here. Dewan’? has presented a brief summary 
of models developed up to about 1963, and other notions are to be found in 
a volume edited by Coroniti“*. None of these models, or those subsequently 
offered by others such as Uman and Helstrom*° can be viewed as entirely 
satisfactory. 

However, one major feature of reports and mathematical models is that 


the majority of the former and all of the latter suggest that BL is a phenom- 
enon closely related to ordinary thunderstorm lightning. 


Fair-Weather Ball Lightning. The notion that "ball lightning" can be 
generated in fair weather free of all thunderstorm activity has been 
developed by Klass, and defended on the ground that, in the literature of 
atmospheric electricity, one can find a half-dozen or so reports of lightning 
discharges in clear air. He also defends it on the ground that, in some of 
the above-cited summaries of BL reports, are luminous masses that were called 
"ball lightning" by the witness or the data-collector, yet occurred in the 
absence of thunderstorms. This is a confusing situation. We do not yet know 
precisely what we shall mean by "ball lightning", do not know how Nature pro- 
duces it, and have to concede that we may lump under that one heading phe- 
nomena of diverse nature. To illustrate that, consider Klass' citing (18, 

p. 121) an observation made from a USAF F-100 flying over the British Isles 

at 11,000 ft near midday, where a luminous orange ball with a tail streaming 
pehind it "somewhat like a flaming meteorite" was sighted by the pilot under 
clear~weather condition. Klass uses that observation to support his asser- 
tions that BL can not only occur under clear-air conditions, but can move 
through the atmosphere at relatively high speeds. But, one must emphatically 
object, it is by no means obvious that it is correct to call this a BL report 
Far more reasonable would be to call it an observation of a bright daylight 
meteor, many of which are on record in the annals of meteoritics. The very 
fact that the original account compares the tail to that of a meteorite ought 
to prompt this identification in preference to the BL identification. I urge 
you to read Klass' book in full to see if you do not agree that just such easy 
slipping of a wide range of odd observations into his plasma category has led 
his arguments seriously astray.* At no place in his book does he defend his 
assumption that plasmoids can move through the atmosphere at speeds of hun- 
dreds of meters per second, except in one special and guite interesting case - 
when they are electrically attracted to aircraft bearing tribo-electrically 
induced charges. Let us examine that notion, therefore. 


Attraction of Plasma-UFOs to Aircraft. Klass takes note of the fact that 
UFOs have been seen following aircraft in flight, and proposes a theory to 
explain this. Remarking that aircraft often develop strong net charges due to 
contact with snow, rain, or dust particles, he suggests (18, p. 124) that "an 
airplane having, say a strong positive charge comes within reaction distance 


* The suggestion which Klass makes that BL can form under fair~weather condi- 


like many of his other suggestions, shown to be quantitatively 


tions is, 
The fair-weather earth-air current 


absurd by some elementary computations. 
is known (28, p. 150) to average about 1o7 le amp/m?, and the fair-weather 


potential gradient averages about 100 V/m. If, then, we ask for the area of 
the earth's surface over which we would have to collect current to have Joule- 
say, 100 meters deep in amount equal to a modest esti- 
mate of 100 watts (ef. 25, where 1000 watts is taken as perhaps more repre- 
sentative), we obtain an area of 10,000 km* as our answer! Obviously the 
assumption of a slab 100 m deep was guite arbitrary, but it would seem to give 
benefit of doubt to Klass' argument, so the figures suffice to make the notion 
of fair-weather ball lightning seem rather far-fetched. 


heating within a slab, 


AUVUEIT CUOd CTVYID WOW AdOdO LOH 


21 


of a plasma whose surface has a negative charge" with the result that "the 


two will be attracted to each other, like two magnets..." He remarks that, 
since the aircraft has far greater mass than the plasma, 


the latter "will be 
drawn towards the aircraft rather than the reverse." 


Is this subjected to any quantitative assay? No. 


Let's examine that idea quantitatively here, then. 


For simplicity, assume a spherical plasmoid, with the greatest allowable 
surface charge density, namely, that which brings the surface electric field 
intensity to the dielectric breakdown strength of air, E, of the order of 
20,000 V/om at typical aircraft altitudes. Similarly, let the aircraft be 
roughly modelled as a sphere, also charged (with assumed opposite sign) to 
that same breakdown limit (this will actually overestimate net aircraft 
charge by something like an order of magnitude, giving more benefit to Klass’ 
assumed model). Since the surface charge density o will satisfy E = 4na, 


each object will then hold a charge Q = r°E (esu), where r is the object- 
radius and E is taken as 20,000 V/cm * 65 esu/om. If d is the separation of 
the centers of aircraft and plasmoid, then the force F (cgs) acting between 


the two entities is 
et Se 2, Zm2/qz2 
F 2,2,,/4 a ry BAS 


where subscripts a and p correspond, respectively, to aircraft and plasmoid. 
For present rough purposes, we may generously set both radii equal to ten 
meters, and we may let the plasmoid tag along behind the aircraft that is 
dragging it, on Klass' hypothesis, through the air at a lag-distance d = 
100 meters. We get, then, F * 4x10’ dynes. 

To fulfill Klass' assumed requirements, this Coulomb attraction F must 
equal the effective aerodynamic drag force D, to which the fast-moving plas- 
moid is subjected (if it is not to be torn apart or brought to rest). Cali- 
ing the drag coefficient C, the air density p, and the speed of aircraft and 


the trailing plasmoid V, we have, 
D= & 5 vicar? 


and setting D = F to determine the allowed airspeed V, 
Ve = (2r,*E*)/(1pCd*). 


Thus the radius of the UFO plasmoid disappears from the V-relation. Using 
o = 7xl074g/om?, C = 0.2 for the high Peynolds number regime here involved, 
and the previously suggested values for the other parameters, we get 


V = 4x10° cm/sec * 9 mph 


Thus, even upon assuming a large maximally-charged aircraft and plas- 
moid, and limiting the trailing-distance to no more than 100 meters, we 
obtain so low a value for the allowed V that it is absurd. 

But the conclusions are even more negative for Klass' hypothesis than is 

= since it is known from experience with air- 


suggested by the limit V = 9 mph, 
craft charging °®?7 that steady leakage of autogenous charges keep surface 


field strengths down to values generally under 103V/cm (a factor of twenty 
lower than assumed above for the aircraft), and even that value would not be 
found in flying through clear air free of snow or dust. 
nor I have proposed any basis for assuming that his airborne plasmoids will 
be so decidedly non-neutral as to have surface charge densities anywhere near 
the breakdown limit, as assumed in the above calculation to give Klass full 
benefit of doubt on that socre. When some allowance is made for those 
factors, it is seen that a plasmoid could not be drawn through the atmosphere 
at the pace of even a very slow walk by the Coulomb interactions which Klass 


And neither Klass 
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hence his ideas on plasma- 


invokes to fit his hypothesis of plasma-UFOs, 
He states that they do 


UFOs pacing aircraft are quantitatively untenable. 
not come very close to the charged aircraft because the aircraft's "“wind- 
stream serves aS a protective sheath", another gualitatively ai koe assump- 
tion that can now be secn to be irrelevant. 

In one of his articles!’, Klass explains inability of jet interceptors 
to close on UFOs as resulting from the circumstance that aircraft and plasma 
have the same charge, so that the interceptor repels the plasma-UFO and can 
This is egually absurd. 7) 


Other objections could be raised: Klass fails to confront his hypoth- 
esis with cases where UFOs were neither attracted to nor repelled by air- 
craft, yet UFOs have made close passes coming from all relative directions 
and exhibited many unusual maneuvers not fitting his model. For example, a 
very famous UFO sighting, the July 24, 1948, Chiles~wWhitted sighting over 
Montgomery, Alabama, is briefly alluded to on p. 118 of his book, so Klass 
must know that Chiles and Whitted saw the object (which they said had a 
double row of windows, a length comparable to a B-29, a cherry~red wake, and 
a blue glow from nose to tail along its undersurface) come almost directly 
at their DC-3 on a near-collision course before it passed them and then did 
an abrupt pullup before it disappeared. Coulomb attractions at work? Innu- 
merable other aircraft-observed UFOs could be cited that would not fit Klass' 
Coulomb-attraction model, even if it did make quantitative sense for trailing 
UFOS. It can only be concluded that Klass has not provided an explanation 
for why UFOs sometimes come near aircraft. aa 

Not only does Klass suggest that "highly charged aircraft" can attract 
his plasma-UFOs, but also (18, p. 125-6) suggests that charged automobiles 
attract "low-altitude UFOs". Then, carrying the idea to its full absurdity, 
he proposes that a charged pedestrian “who encounters a very low-altitude 
UFO may find it is Grawn slowly toward him or that it backs off as he 
The question of whether it shall be attracted or repelled 
depends, Klass adds, on the sign of the charge of the UFO and that "of the 
very slight charge on the person". To make such assertions without any 
attempt at inserting numbers into the elementary calculations that disclose 
their low plausibility is quite typical of Klass’ book. 

[It might be added, in this final version of the draft presented at the 
Montreal CASI meeting, that my use of the figure 20,000 V/cm in my rough 
check of Klass' aircraft-pacing model was challenged from the floor by 
Klass. He stated that this figure must obviously be incorrect, for he had 
information that helicopters flying over dusty terrain can be charged up to 
500,000 velts (see 18, p. 171). As I pointed out by way of clarification, 
Klass was confusing "volts" with "volts per centimeter"; and to reconcile 
his figure with mine we need only be sure that the helicopter had a clear- 
ance above ground of at least 25 cm (since 25 cm multiplied by 20,000 V/cm 
eguals 500,000 volts). Here again, one is startled to encounter confusion 
over such elementary electrical concepts. That the dielectric breakdown 
strength of air is of order of 10,000 to 30,000 V/em, depending on electrode 
geometry and air pressure is certainly not open to question. ] 


never catch up with it. 


approaches it." 


Formation of Plasma-UFOs in Wingtip Vortices. For the most part, Klass 
offers his readers no hint of the origin of the plasmoids to which he wishes 
But one case on which he appears to offer an idea of origin 


is in connection with aircraft. Klass (see below) has the idea that pollu- 
tion products exert a helpful influence in plasma-formation. Aircraft 
engines emit pollution products. Therefore Klass suggests that pollutants, 
along with the charges which he believes are collectec in the tip vortices 
(18, p. 168), somehow form a plasma-UFO. 


to equate UFOs. 
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First, to repeat, impact charging 


Let's go over that in more detail. 
One must have rain, 


genous charges °°’, so Klass is in serious initial trouble on this score 
alone. Furthermore, when an aircraft is undergoing such impact-charging, 
what actually occurs is that the surface charge densities build up to an 
equilibrium value such that the leakage-rate just equals the charging rate. 
(One great value of charyge-dissipating whips on wing trailing edges is that 
they boost the effective discharge rate to so high a value that the steady- 
state values of total aircraft charge are low.) Under the steady state that 
is quickly attained on entering a dust or snow cloud, the air passing off the 
since the leakage charge just balances the residue 
left over from the impact charging. Thus, Klass will not get plasmoids bear- 
ing any significant net charge by such a process, so his aircraft-chasing 
UFOS are not accounted fcr by the only model that he offers his reader to 


wing has zero net charge, 


get his plasmoids airborne. 

But the difficulties are much more serious than absence of significant 
To have a plasmoid in the usual sense of the term requires high 
concentrations of free electrons, whereas all that will be sweeping off the 
trailing edge of an aircraft wing when flown under conditions favoring charg- 
ing (dust, snow, rain) will be "ions" in the sense employed in atmospheric 
electricity. All free electrons will attach to oxygens in microseconds; and 
exhaust pollutants will further demobilize the small ions that are thus 
formed. Between this and ordinary ion-recombination processes, nothing 
remotely resembling a luminous plasmoid can possibly be expected to appear 
within the trailing vortices of an aircraft. When Klass states (18, p. 168) 
that "an aircraft could accumulate electrical energy and focus it into peri- 
odic discharges which could create a plasma-UFO in its wake when conditions 
were right," and then adds that these plasmoids would be left behind so that 
"another pilot flying along the same airway a few minutes later might encoun- 
ter a glowing plasma," he is using arguments that would collapse if he were 
to try to put numbers into them. The temporal and spatial instability of 
plasmoids is one of their most outstanding characteristics. Klass accounts 
neither for their formation nor for their survival in this context of air-. 


craft~related plasmas. 


net charge. 


Diurnal Variations of UFOs. Klass suggests that UFOs are a mystery of 
atmospheric electricity. Students of that subject will certainly find some 
surprising mysteries of an atmospheric-electrical nature on pp. 164-167 hee, 


Klass cites Vallee's evidence for an evening maximum of low-altitude UFO 
sightings, between 6 p.m. and 10 p.m., roughly. Klass notes that Brand! 9% 
finds a diurnal peak frequency of BL sightings at 5 p.m. Klass feels that 
this rough temporal correlation indicates a genetic relation between BLs and 


UFOs. Meteorologists could suggest to him that a 5 p.m. peak in BL observa- 


tions would match the generally late~afternoon peak of thunderstorm activity. 
I believe that the early evening peak of UFO reports is the result of greater 
likelihood of detecting a luminous object at night than a non-luminous object 
by day. I gather that Klass shares some of the latter view; but he proceeds 

to a further idea that plasmas are formed with diurnal peak frequency in the 

early evening. ‘The route by which he gets there is curious indeed. 

First, he discusses the diurnal variation of the atmospheric electric 
field-strength near the earth's surface and calls attention to a tendency 
for most land-stations to have a maximum of field-strength near 7 p.m. He 
glosses over the point that more UFOs are seen in summer than in winter, and 


that during summer most land stations have a strong maximum of field strength 
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in the mid-morning. But where his physics goes astray is that he mistakenly 
attributes the peak field-strength to a concurrent maximum of radon gas that 
produces much of the air-ionization in the lowest atmosphere. 


increased ionization would, per ge, 
increase the air's conductivity and thus decrease the observed atmospheric 
electric field strength - precisely the opposite of what Klass claims. 
the earth-ionosphere potential difference may here be treated as 


The actual situation is*’ that 


Briefly, 
constant (we may ignore the well-known universal diurnal variation), whence 
vertical current densities will remain sensibly constant so long as diurnal 


factors only alter the conductivity in a relatively shallow air layer near 
the earth's surface. But with constant current density, the atmospheric 
electric field intensity must adjust itself to vary inversely with air con- 
Pollutants decrease air conductivity; ionization processes 


The well-known evening increase in field intensity is due to 
the 


the 


ductivity. 
increase it. 
development of an evening low-level inversion that traps pollutants, 


pollutants attach small ions to generate large ions of low mobility, 
air conductivity consequently goes down, and the observed field intensity 
to maintain fixed current density, go up. 

If radon-trapping were the dominating factor here, as Klass evidently 
thinks, evening would be a time of minimal, not maximal, field-intensity! 


He extrapolates the above to a claimed explanation for the higher fre- 
quency of UFO sightings in rural areas vs. urban areas; but again it is 
based on the above misconception of the role of inversions, so that this 


deduction of Klass' is also invalid. 

But even beyond the confusion engendered by Klass‘ thoroughly confusing 
the physics of the diurnal variations of conductivity and potential gradient, 
there lie further basic shortcomings that warrant emphasis. One must ask, 
just what does he have in mind in talking about all this? How does it relate 
to formation of luminous, active plasmas? Evidently the answer is to be 
found on p. 166 (18), where he asserts that these cyclical variations of 
"pollution and electrification" serve to set the stage "for the chance trig- 
gering of a plasma-UFO by a corona discharge on a high-tension line or per- 
haps by a brief power surge in a high-power TV or radio transmitter. 


must, 


Let's examine these two categories separately. 


One can only conclude that Klass believes that an increase of atmos- 
pheric ionization by the small factor (less than about 2) which he had in 
mind when he became confused over the foregoing diurnal-variation arguments 
can exert an important "triggering" action on power-line corona. That he is 
not clear as to the physics of corona~formation seems evident when he states 
earlier (18, p. 22) that "under freak conditions an electrical avalanche 
occurs." He must be unaware that corona discharge from power structures is 
not dependent upon unusual concentrations of atmospheric ions but only upon 
establishing sufficiently strong field strengths that the continually form- 
ing free electrons (ejected by cosmic-ray or air-radioactivity bombardment of 
neutral air molecules) shall be accelerated within one free path to energies 
sufficiently high to cause an additional impact-ionization event. Being con- 
fused on this point, he draws the erroneous inference that if he could 
account for some extra air-ionization, he'd account for extra "corona dis~ 
charge on a high-tension line." Also, coronas don't detach from power lines. 


Next consider the idea of a "brief power surge in a high-power TV or 
radio transmitter. A clear-channel radio broadcasting station is permitted 
50,000 watt output. TV stations are typically operated at outputs in the 


neighborhood of 150,000 watts, though some can legally emit as much as twice 


this wattage. Let's take a generously large value of 300,000 watts for the 
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power output from an elevated TV antenna, and, for wavelength reasons, we'll 
be qenerous to Klass in assuming an effective emitting area of only 1 mé. 
From the Poynting equation, we then wish to estimate the maximum electric 
field strength prevailing near the antenna with a flux density of 3x10° 
watts/m*, Since P = 1.3 x 10°3E,% (P in watts/m", Eg in V/m), we find by 
this order-of-magnitude estimate that E, = 150 V/cm. Even after allowing 
for the reduction in dielectric strength of air at the radio frequencies 
this generously high estimate of 150 V/cm is more than an order of 


involved, 
probably about two orders of magnitude too low) 


Magnitude too low (in fact, 

to initiate rf-breakdown and plasma-formation (see, ¢.., 35, p. 185 and 
36, p. 156). Thus, far more than "a brief power surge" will be required to 
cause plasmas to appear around an antenna - and a mere two~fold variation 


of air-ionization would be entirely inconsequential in abetting this improb- 
able event. So Klass appears to be in difficulty here, too, even if he had 
not made the prior mistakes with respect to the diurnal variations in atmos-~ 
pheric-electrical parameters that led him into all this. 


Air Pollution as a Plasma Promoter. In the foregoing, there have now 
been several allusions to an underlying idea that runs through much of Klass! 
book: Air pollutants are alleqed to aid in the formation of plasma-UFOs. 
This iS such a curious idea, and the source of this notion is treated so 
casually by Klass (18, p. 153) that few readers are likely to realize how it 
arose. Because Klass weaves it into so much of his argument, it warrants 


closer examination. 


Klass contacted Dr. J. R. Powell concerning some interesting laboratory 
work done at Brookhaven National Laboratory (APS abstract in BNL 10625, 
entitled "Laboratory Production of Self-sustained Atmospheric Luminosities"”, 
by Powell, Zucker, Manwaring, and Finkelstein). Using a 75 MHz rf arc dis- 
charge as the primary power source, and feeding its output into a walk-in 
size resonant cavity filled with selected gases at atmospheric pressure, the 
Brookhaven group were studying luminosities with radii in the decimeter 
and lifetimes of order of a second or more after shutoff of the rf 
power supply. Early work indicated that such luminosities could be produced 
in air, No, Oo, or N,O, though not in A or COs. It was hypothesized that 
the rf "pumping" stored energy in certain energetically accessible long- 
lived (metastable) states of No, or O2, or N»,O, and that vaporized electrode 
atoms (e.g., Cu) produced the visible radiation after acquiring energy in 
collisions of the second kind with the excited chamber-gas atoms. Possible 
relations to the ball lightning problem were noted by the investigators. 


range 


The important points to note here are that this experiment appears to 
involve three crucial features: 1) a tuned cavity, 2) an rf power source 
filling the cavity at 1 atm pressure and 


feeding into it, and 3) a gas, 
selected to have metastable states with lifetimes of the order of seconds 


such as to constitute an energy reservoir upon which the light-emitting 
species (metal vapor atoms) can feed repetitively during the post-shutoff 
glow period. (Whether the interpretations put on this promising experi- 
mental work stand the test of time need not bother us here; they do appear 


plausible.) 

Upon hearing of this laboratory work, Klass jumped via several erroneous 
steps to his idea that pollutants from aircraft, cars, and factories will 
enhance the likelihood of forming plasma-UFOs. 

His first error lay in mistakenly identifyine what he terms “nitrous 
oxides" (his plural) with the “nitrogen oxides" of air pollution literature 
(18, p. 153). As a matter of fact, nitrous oxide, N,0, is a natural 
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constituent of air, not considered an atmospheric pollutant (29, p. 156), 
and is therefore not even mentioned in most air pollution literature on the 
problem of the nitrogen oxides (30, p. 3-12; 31, p. 83). NO is copiously 
produced in all combustion processes, including those in aircraft and auto- 
mobiles, and oxidizes quickly in air to NO,, the primary photon~acceptor in 
photo-oxidation air pollution of the Los Angeles type. N.O, a rather stable 
compound, always present in concentrations about twice that of all other 
nitrogen oxides characterizing polluted atmospheres, plays no part at all in 
any pollution problems, since it "is dangerous only in concentrations of 
about 90 per cent and then has mainly an anoxic effect" (32, p. 149). Indeed, 
chemical analysis of the “nitrogen oxides" in polluted atmospheres was not 
such as the phenoldisulfonic acid method (29, p.159), 
Briefly, through an 
Klass misidenti- 


meaningful until tests, 
were developed to react to all N-oxides except NO! 
error of interpretation of elementary chemical terminology, 
fied the N;O of the Brookhaven experiments with true pollutants and was off 
on one of the many error-chains that so weaken his treatment of the UFO 


problem. 
Next, he failed to appreciate relevant quantitative aspects concerning 
the "air pollutants" he thus began to discuss. Average concentrations of 
N20 at sea level are near 0.5 ppm (parts per million by volume). Average 
concentrations of all pollutant-N-oxides in Los Angeles run about half that 
(31, p. 84). To suggest that any gas present in such trace quantities could 
play theenergy-reservoir role of the test-gases with which the Brookhaven 
group filled their tuned cavity is to miss completely a basic quantitative 
aspect of the experiments. Yet this is what Klass suggests; so here we have 
the next stage in his error-compounding. If the metal atoms have to make a 
million or more collisions, on the average, before finding one of Klass' 
pollutant molecules, not much light would be coming from the system. 


In fact, it will have to be interjected somewhere here that, once one 
understands what Powell and co-workers think happens in their chamber, it 
becomes somewhat unreasonable to talk about adding anything to ordinary air 
by way of abetting the process, for they clearly assert that the Ny and 0» 
of ordinary air do quite well in providing suitable metastable energy levels 
to make the process work. In view of this point, all of Klass' discussion 
about diurnal variation in pollutant concentrations, about pollutants swept 
into tip vortices, and about alleged concentrations of pollutants near high- 


ways is seen to be irrelevant and based on a network of misconceptions. 


But, finally, the most basic error of Klass' attempts ta fit the Brook- 
haven experiments into his thesis lies in ignoring the very special nature 
of the energy source used in the laboratory work, and in casually overlook- 
ing the complete absence of anything even roughly similar to it in the out- 
door environments in which he claims plasma-UFOs are being formed. The 
buildup of fields in the standing-wave pattern of the Brookhaven tuned cav- 
ity fed at the resonant frequency (75 MHz) provides excitation conditions 
that simply cannot be blandly assumed to exist aft of a wing-tip, or under 
an inversion in a rural area, or above an automobile speeding down a highway 
- or even near a high-power TV antenna, as shown above. 


In the light of the preceding points, it is interesting to re-read the 
kinds of inferences Klass attempts to draw: He asks (18, p. 153) if it is 
"merely coincidence" that "both air pollution and UFOs have experienced a 
dramatic increase within the past two decades"; and then goes on in similar 
vein. "Is it also merely coincidence that many low-altitude UFOs are seen 
near highways, where growing numbers of autos spew out their pollution 
products? And ig it coincidence again that many of the nigh-altitude UFOs 
are reported by pilots while flying along well-traveled airways, where air- 
craft also leave a trail of combustion-engine pollution products in their 


wake?" 


AUVYEIT CHOI CTVAID WOUT AdOO0LOHa 


27 


Other Misconstrued Laboratory Experiments. Although it is the Brook- 


haven experiments that Klass misuses most extensively in his book, three 
other experiments are discussed in a manner purporting to provide support 
for his basic plasma-UFO hypothesis. Because in each instance Klass fails 
to recognize quantitative factors that render the laboratory results irrele- 
vant to the case he is trying to make, brief comments on all three seem in 


order. 
First, he cites some demonstration experiments devised by A. F. Jenzano, 
director of Morehead Planetarium in North Carolina, and displays photos in 
support of the contention that erratically moving cigar- and disc-shaped UFOs 
may result from open-air counterparts of the planetarium experiments (18, 
p.- 68 and plate 3b; also 17, p. 57 and 61). But when one reads the nature of 
the experiments in question, they prove to be low-pressure glow discharges 
carried out under pressure conditions and with externally varying capacitance 
quite unrelated to anything involved in UFO sightings. To make his point, 
Klass would have to show that something resembling the electric field 
strengths and near-vacuum gas pressures used in these demonstrations occurs 
at times of UFO sightings in the atmosphere; but such confrontation with 
relevant quantitative considerations is absent here, 
treatment. Jenzano is quoted as saying he uses the device to simulate 
Northern Lights; this is rather more reasonable. But UFOs and the aurora 
are certainly two quite different matters. 
132) laboratory work of W. H. Bostick on 
",..the plasma 
(called a plasmoid) 


as elsewhere in Klass' 


Secondly, Klass cites (18, p. 
small moving plasmoids. Klass quotes Bostick as saying 


travels...not as an amorphous blob, but as a structure 
whose form is determined by the magnetic field it carries along with itself." 
He also quotes a passage that may seem to some readers to still further 
support the Klass plasma hypothesis fcr UFOs: "...the two plasmoids seemed 
to seek each other out unerringly...and attach themselves to each. other." 

The implication is that Bostick's work has some bearing on the UFO problem. 
However, on consulting the original papers (2@.g., 33), one finds that to get 
the observed phenomena Bostick worked at gas pressures of 107° mm HG (about 
a hundred-millionth of an atmosphere), except when the pressure was raised 
to that of "a poor vacuum (1077 mm Hg) in order to slow the plasmoid down". 
And about equally remote from anv conditions prevailing in situations where 
UFOS have been reported, Bostick used externally applied dc magnetic fields 
ranging from 500 to 2000 Gauss. The geomagnetic field has a strength of a 
few tenths of a Gauss. Despite Klass' intimations, the Bostick laboratory 
experiments bear no relation to the problem of explaining UFOs, their some- 
times startlingly fast movements, and their sometimes high luminosity. 


Thirdly, Klass recounts (18, p. 284) some laboratory experiments which 


the press featured as possibly explaining UFOs. Workers at Melpar, Inc. 
reportedly (34, p. 16) obtained luminous emissions from a mixture of ammonia 
and oxygen after spark-ignition. Neither cited account permits a reader to 
decide whether this was some slow combustion process or perhaps chemilumi- 
nescence. Klass states that, on triggering the process with the spark, " 
glowing saucer~shaped object would form, providing the mixture had the right 
proportions." "Sometimes the glowing object would hover horizontally...at 
other times, the tiny UFO would pulsate mysteriously and flip over onto its 
Interesting, from a scientific point of view; but 


rim or turn upside down." 
what can this have to do with the UFO problem? Klass answers that question: 


"The ammonia gas that Melpar used in its experiments...could be found over 


newly fertilized farmlands ~- another possible reason why UFOs are more 
Here is one more good illustration of 


a 


frequently seen in rural areas." 
omitting highly relevant quantitative considerations. 
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The Melpar experiment is not described in terms one would require in 
order to make precise statements; but it seems clear that the partial pres- 
sure of NH3 in their reaction vessel is a fair fraction of an atmosphere. 
Lacking data on maximum NH; concentrations over farm barnyards, I will 
appeal to the fact that public health officials seem never to have expressed 
concern over the safety of farmers exposed to hazardous concentrations of 
that gas, so that barnyard concentrations presumably fall well under the 

100 ppm "maximum allowable concentration" set as the industrial safe limit 
(29, p. 24). This would be three to four orders of magnitude below the 
partial pressures likely to be involved in the Melpar demonstration. Not 
only would reaction rates be slowéd down by something like 3-4 orders of 
magnitude by virtue of that adverse concentration ratio, but it seems 
entirely out of the question that it could’be self-sustaining in such con- 
centrations, even if there were a spark-source near every barnyard to pro- 
vide the requisite ignition. Actually, it seems so unreasonable to suggest 
that farm concentrations of NH3z could yield effects comparable to those 
obtained in the Melpar laboratory demonstration that the proper reaction 
would seem to be astonishment that any such suggestion should have been made 


in the first place. 


Argumentation by Concatenation - Thunderstorms, Dust Devils, and Ball 
Lightning. Throughout his book, Klass uses a very curious type of "argu- 
mentation by concatenation". Noting that there exists some vague relation 
between concept A and concept B, he next passes on to observe another remote 
relation between B and C. Then C may have something or other in common with 
D, and Klass is scon asserting that A and D are related. Put in that 
abstract form, the only criticism that could be made is that stringing such 
chains may be dangerous. But seen in the form of particular instances, 
Klass' use of this mode of deduction appears almost ludicrous. A good illus- 
tration has already been cited - that concerning the chain of steps by which 
Klass went from the diurnal variation of potential gradient at land stations 
to a conclusion that this bears on the diurnal variation of UFO reports, via 


pollutants and inversions and radon gas. 


Another example of this uncomfortably non-scientific mode of argument 
leads him to the following conclusion (18, p. 113): "The dust devil and the 
kugelblitz (BL), which a few weeks earlier had seemed poles apart, now were 
beginning to show signs of a possible family tie, at least on some occa- 
sions. Nature, I was beginning to realize, offers an even wider range of 
explanations for UFOs than I had first imagined." 

Let's trace back through the concatenation of remarks that led to that 


statement. 

He gets into it by attempts to explain the many daytime sightings in 
which UFO witnesses have asserted that the object looked "metallic". This, 
Klass feels, can be understood if the UFOs are glowing plasmas (18, p. 108). 


Briefly, the observer is fooled into thinking that the self-glow is 
"metallic reflection" of sunlight. Leaving aside objections to that con- 
him bothered by a UFO sighting in which 


clusion, we next find (18, p. 109) 
“dark crescents" were seen on an otherwise white or silvery UFO; so Klass 


asks himself what might render a plasma-UFO dark in spots. He explains: 
"The most obvious answer popped into my mind: dust particles." 

Next he cites a model of BL due to E. L. Hill, in which it had been 
suggested that BL might consist of “electrically charged dust particles and 
groups of molecules which somehow are electrically separated into positively 
and negatively charged clusters by the action of a lightning stroke," a 


AUVYAIT MYO ATVYAD WOU AdODO.LODE 


29 


model which I believe most students of the BL problem would regard as 
unpromising. But that model has dust and it has spin, and that's the 
direction in which this chain is to be strung out. 

By way of seeming to confirm the notion that dust may be involved in 
UFO phenomena, Klass then cites (18, p. 111) a UFO sighting in which beams 
of light, from the UFO's eight large "windows", were described as shining 
so brightly that air-dust could be seen in the beams. (See 3, p. 69 for 
the complete account that is very abbreviated in the summary given by 
Klass. The sighting was made by a minister and his wife in Cleveland in 

1955; ‘the object hovered for an estimated ten 


the early evening of Nov. 5, 
at 500 ft and at a distance from the two 


minutes, at a height estimated 
half mile before it began to slowly move away and pass 


witnesses of about a 
Out of all this, Klass takes the point that dust was visible 


out of sight. 
in the beams reportedly shining out of apertures of some sort on the object, 


and builds that point into his chain. The fact that this plasma lasted ten 
minutes and had eight bright spots rather than dust-produced dark spots is 
The important point for the idea~chain is that dust was present.) 
charged dust particles, 
(which 


ignored. 
So next (18, p. 111), Klass ponders “swirling, 
interacting in complex ways with charged air particles in a plasma 
could) explain the mysterious, moving, dark crescent-shaped areas" in the 
Sighting that started the chain. This is preparation for the next jump: 


"This suggested still another phenomenon that I ought to investigate - 
So he then spoke with several persons whe gave him infor- 
(28, p.122) 


‘dust devils’...". 
mation about the well-known fact that dust~-devils and dust storms 
can disturb the fair-weather potential gradient by virtue of strong fric- 
tional electrification. When one of his informants remarked that dust devils 
are sometimes formed around the cutflowing cool air that spreads out from 
thunderstorm downdrafts in summer storms over the arid Southwest, the last 
link in the chain was forged. Klass notes, with an almost audible "Ah, 


hah!" implicit in the italicized windup that " . , thunderstorms are the 


most frequent sources of ball lightning." 
That, in brief, is how Klass arrived at the passage quoted at the start 


That is how he established the bond between dust devils 


of this section. 
dust-laden vortical plasmoids created out 


and ball lightning, with swirling, 
of the rhetorical exercise. 

The term "vortex" is one Klass likes to conjure with; 
repeatedly throughout the book, and is woven into his model of the plasma- 
UFO in several ways - almost invariably without paying any attention to 
scale-factors, as in the above case of dust devils and BL. One sees that 
same casual neglect of disparate scale factors, the same word~play in a 
later discussion where concatenative argumentation takes Klass from tornadoes 
to spinning UFOs. At one intermediate step of that particular chain (18, 

p. 157), he begins a paragraph speaking about tornadoes in the ordinary 

sense of the word, and shifts to an idea proposed by one investigator of the 
radar-angel problem, namely, that some angels are small airborne vortices, 
which that investigator dubbed “micro~tornadoes."” Because Klass had, else- 
where in the book (18, p. 89) intimated that probably angels are often caused 
by plasma-UFOs (thus clearing up, in his contention, many cases where UFOs 
were tracked on radar), one comes out of the cited paragraph on p. 157 with 
the impression that Klass does indeed infer that "tornadoes and at least some 
UFOs may be distantly related members of the same family," and evidently 
"micro-tornadoes" and angels are also in that family. If in approaching 
problems of meteorology and geophysics, scientists customarily employed that 
kind of concatenative logic, so casually ignored important scale considera~ 
tions, and rested everything on verbal arguments almost wholly devoid of 
quantitative considerations, they could easily show that volcanoes are 


related to hurricanes and earthquakes to blizzards. 


it comes up 
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UFOs and Radar. From the chapter so labeled in Klass' book, one can 
draw additional instances of the author's failure to understand much of what 
he is talking about. He remarks, correctly, that plasmas can be seen on 
radar, re-entry plasma sheaths around space capsules and satellite debris 
being a well-known example. From that qualitatively correct beginning, with- 
out further attention to all~important quantitative matters, he proceeds to 
explain instances of UFOS seen on radar. 


Citing (quite incompletely) a case from Hall (3, p. 85) in which an 
unknown object whose radar return suggested it was as big as "any of our 
larger transport planes" was follqwed for over 30 minutes from an East coast 
USAF radar installation, Klass proceeds to the conclusion that this was just 
a plasma. The important item of information concerning duration of the radar 
sighting was omitted by Klass; it was a clear moonlit night in the fall, and 
plasmoids lasting 30 minutes are rather difficult to explain. The radar tar- 
get was described as moving, then stopping and remaining fixed (for the 30- 
minute period). An Air Force C~124 transport that came into the radar-cover- 
age area was vectored towards the unknown. Both blips remained on the scope 
until the Cc-124 came to within a distance that the radar operator estimated 
at about a half-mile from the unknown, at which juncture the unknown suddenly 
disappeared from the scope. 


Klass explains the fact that the C-124 crew could not see the plasma as 
due to its being "on its last legs", so that "it did not have sufficient 
energy to be luminous and thus was not visible..." Its sudden disappearance 
from the radar scope Klass sees as having resulted from the fact that "the 
proximity of the large metal aircraft hastened the plasma's demise, serving 
to drain off its residual energy in much the same way that a lightning rod 
attracts a lightning stroke...” 


This kind of easy argumentation makes it possible to assert that Caeual ly 2 
that a plasma too weak to yield a visible glow is at so high an electrical 
potential relative to an ungrounded aircraft that it sends out a stroke over 
the half-mile gap separating it from the aircraft. And it permits Klass to 
ignore all considerations of recombination-times as he glosses over the 307 
minutes! duration of the reported radar sighting prior to sudden disappear- 
ance. Considering lightning returns on radar gives a much fairer comparison 
than plasma-sheathed re-entry vehicles. The latter draw steadily upon the 
kinetic energy of the entering object to maintain the plasma against recom- 
binative losses. In lightning strokes, however, no such "steady" energy 
source is available. The result is that spotting lightning strokes on radar 
igs a rather rare (though definitely well-known) occurrence. Why? Because 
to get a discernible radar return demands that the electron concentration in 
the lightning channel shall imply a “plasma frequency" greater than the radar 
frequency. For the frequencies employed in conventional radar practice, the 
requisite electron concentration runs from about 10!° to 10!4 electrons/cm? 
But recombination processes go on at rates that rise very rapidly (roughly as 
the square) with increasing free electron concentration, so that lightning 
channels quickly quench out to radar-invisibility (37, p. 108). Estimated 
durations of radar-visibility of lightning run well under a second. The 
sweep-periods of typical search radar are so long compared with this time 
that the probability of seeing a lightning stroke on radar is rather low. 


All the same, basic physics must apply to any plasmoid that one hopes to 
see on radar. If it lacks a sustaining steady energy source (virtually all 
of Klass' plasmoids suffer that deficiency), then their lifetimes relative to 
radar visibility must closely parallel that of lightning channels - of the 
order of a second or less. An unknown that gives a radar-return as intense 
as that of a large transport aircraft over a period exceeding 30 minutes can, 
therefore, be explained as a plasma only if one accounts for a continuing 


source of energy. Klass does not do so. 
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(Sudden disappearance of unknowns from radar screens, following uncon- 
ventional behavior, is encountered in many UFO radar cases. Significantly, 
"sudden" disappearance in the sense of getting out of sight in a few seconds, 
is even more common among cases of visual sightings by credible observers. 

As has often been remarked before, anything that could move many miles in a 
few seconds would seem to disappear "suddenly" from all surveillance radars 


with sweep periods greater than a number of seconds.) 


Another example of misunderstanding of radar principles from the cited 
chapter concerns anomalous propagation effects (18, p. 88-9). Klass seems 
to be under the misimpression that ‘spurious returns occur with anomalous 
propagation only if an aircraft is flying in the vicinity to provide an air- 
borne reflecting agent. He also seems to feel that "motions and turbulence 
in the atmospheric layers" cause ground-returns, bounced off the aircraft, 
to shift and move erratically, yielding the impression that the radar 
observer's vicinity "is being invaded by dozens of UFOs." This particular 
set of misconceptions appears suspiciously like a garbled version of Menzel's 
misconceptions about anomalous propagation and aircraft-reflections (ll, 

p. 153-171). The reader familiar with radar propagation physics is urged to 
study both of these treatments and judge for himself. A detailed recounting 
of Klass' version of the matter does not seem worth presenting here. 


He argues (18, p. 89) that because 67 per cent of NICAP's UFO radar 
sightings’? fell in the months of May, July, August, September, and November, 
when radar "angels" prove to be most common, it follows that the NICAP radar 
cases "are classic radar angels", for there would have been "only 42 per cent 
in these five months had the UFO radar cases been equally distributed through~ 
out the year." Evidently Klass has very scant knowledge of statistical sam- 
pling theory, too. He intimates that the famous July, 1952 Washington 
National Airport UFO radar-visual sightings might have been plasma~-UFOs, 
closes with the comment that complete analysis is difficult fifteen years 
later. Not so. The data on that famous sighting, as I indicated earlier 
here, can be reexamined quite meaningfully even today, including the erro- 
neous USAF claims that anomalous propagation and mirage effects accounted for 
its main features. Neither the latter, nor plasma-UFOs match convincingly 
the events of those two famous nights in UFO history. 


Klass asks, finally, why all of our surveillance radar nets never see 
My reply to that is to ask why he feels so sure that they do not? 


and 


UFOs. 


Spinning Plasmas. As noted above, Klass seems to place considerable 
emphasis upon rotation of his plasmoids. He notes that extensive surveys of 
ball lightning witnesses (esp. 21, 22) find that from a fourth to a third of 


the BL reports involve mention of a noticeable spinning motion. His argu- 
ments about dust devils, tornadoes, and micro-tornadoes, plus other similar 
(perhaps 


arguments, dispose him to the view that UFO-plasmas will often 


usually) be spinning. 

On p. 160, he accepts a qualitative suggestion that rotation of a 
doughnut-shaped plasmoid might store enough energy as rotational kinetic 
energy to account for its characteristics. But suppose we hope thereby to 
extract luminous energy at the modest rate of 100 watts for the reasonable 
time of 10 seconds, t.c., we ask for 10!° ergs. The result is a spin rate 
of about 1000 rev/sec. Clearly, no human eye could discern angular motions 
at so extremely high a speed. Angular motions do not constitute a partic- 
ularly attractive storage mode for energy of plasmoids. 


Klass turns to an experiment by Vonnegut, Moore, and Harris?® which, to 
fill his needs, he identifies as one relating to vortex motion of the outer 
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shell of a plasma." On reading the original paper, one finds that it is 
only very distantly related to Klass' idea of plasma-UFOs, for it actually 
concerns the favorable effects of a vortex on maintenance of an arc dis- 
charge struck along the axis of air rotation. The inward~directed buoyancy- 
forces, the authors note, convectively force the hot arc gases into the 
center of the vortex, reducing sinuous excursions of the arc and permitting 
an arc to exist stably over arc-spacings about twice the spacings attainable 
without the vortex. Clearly, the vortical cffects employed here bear on 
stability of the high-temperature gases in an arc discharge but have no 
obvious bearing on stability of BL or UFOs, since no one believes that are 
discharge is involved in either of those phenomena. One more instance 
wherein Klass either fails to understand what he is talking about or else 
crowds it into his mold - probably the former. 


The just-cited section of the book is followed by another curicsity. 
Klass suggests next that "this same vortex motion also helps to explain some 
of the weird movements reported both for ball lightning and UFOs, such as 
their right-angle turns, because it would make them behave like gyroscopes 


(18, p. 161). He next remarks that a spinning gyro "does not move in the 
direction of the push" one applies to it, “instead its gyroscopic properties 
cause it to move at right-angles to the direction of the push." He then 


suggests that "if a plasma-UFO is spinning at moderately high speed when it 
comes near a métal object or a source of electromagnetic fields, the elec- 
trical interaction in combination with its gyroscopic properties could cause 
it to move at right angles to the direction of its previous motion, as-is 
frequently reported.” 

Here, as before, Klass gets demerits for ignorance of undergraduate 
physics. It is torques, not gross body forces, which produce the noto- 
riously perverse reactions of gyros. A fast-spinning gyro acted upon by 
an external force moves in entirely direct response thereto, and not at 
90° to that force, as Klass evidently assumes. 


Plasmas as Nature's Rorschach Blots. To meet the objection that many 
witnesses have reported seeing machine-like UFOs, sometimes with ports, 
domes, leg-like structures, etc., Klass offers the proposal that a plasma 
would act like a Rorschach ink blot (18, p. 77). Without wishing to become 
embroiled in arguments of primarily psychological nature, I would object 
that projective tests of the Rorschach type do not function by virtue of the 
illusory mechanism Klass adduces. Normal persons arrive at their Rorschach 
answers by dint of requested interpretation of the unstructured blots dis- 
played before them. To suggest, as Klass does, that light and dark areas on 
his alleged plasmoids are illusorily converted by observers into fanciful 
ports and domes is to introduce something well beyond Rorschach factors. 
cite this because it is the closest Klass seems to come to confronting the 
very important point that, in many highly credible UFO reports, structured, 
craft-like objects are described in terms that fail to square with an amor- 
phous blob of glowing plasma. I would suggest that his Rorschach idea be 
dropped as unreasonable. The best observations of machine~like UFOs are day- 
light observations where no glow is even involved, so the Rorschach-plasma 
idea seems to fail completely. See, for example, the Powell sighting of 
May 21, 1966 © for a single example which Klass has heard directly from the 
witnesses, at the same time that I did. An 18,000-hour pilot, with a second 
witness, saw a domed disc pass his light plane at an estimated distance of a 
hundred yards in midday, with excellent visibility. It was opaque, and was 
described as having quite distinct edges, and had a sharply contrasting white 
dome over red disc. Many others in that kind of category not covered by 
Rorschach effects could be cited. 


I 
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Mesmeric Properties of Plasma-UFrOs. Not only does Klass propose that 
his plasma-UFOs are Rorschach blots, but also he intimates (18, p. 227) that 
perhaps they have " a hypnotic effect on some observers, especially if the 
UFO were seen at close quarters in darkness." Commenting on use of lights 
in concentrating a subject's attention in hypnotic experiments, he notes 
that "the plasma-UFO, with its intense glow, its flashing pockets of color, 
and its changing shape, certainly would focus the observers' attention. 

This could deprive his brain of its normal contact with the outside world, 
especially for night sightings when the object is in a remote spot..." 


There is one very striking similarity between Klass' plasma-UFOs and 
Menzel's meteorological-optical phenomena: Both are stretched to cover a 
most astonishing range of UFO events. The stretching and straining of 
scientific principles found in their writings on UFOs is paralleled in the 
crackpot literature on UFOs. Indeed, if some of the unreasonable argumenta- 
tion which they employ were found in something by, say George Adamski, it 
would be regarded as scientifically hilarious. As it is, such warping of 
familiar scientific principles seems only depressing. 


Interference of Non-Coherent Light Sources. Another bothersome 
example of failure to understand rather elementary physical principles is 
to be found in Klass' discussion of a sighting in which a chemist, having 
the presence of mind to try viewing a UFO through his Polaroid glasses, dis- 
cerned a series of concentric light and dark rings around the airborne UFO 
(18, p. 99). Klass, ignoring the basic requirement of having coherent light 
sources if one is to generate interference effects, offers the suggestion 
that interference between polarized sky light and the light being emitted by 
the object caused the light and dark circles reportedly seen by Webb. Not 
realizing that his argument was already lost, Klass continues to suggest that 
the reason that the light from the UFO was polarized was that motions of 
charges in the plasma that it really was generated magnetic fields that 
caused the polarization of the emitted light that then interfered with sky 
light when viewed through the chemist's Polaroid sunglasses. With arguments 
like that, one might hope to show that the moon is a plasmoid. 

Cold Plasmas of Ice Crystals. Perhaps the most bothersome general 
feature of Klass' book is the way it repeatedly tends to carry the unwary 
through what may appear to be reasonable deductions, but which involve large 


leaps of unjustified nature when you reexamine them. 


A good example concerns his discussion of "cold plasmas" (18, pp. 114- 
115). Let me quote his conclusion first, and then go back over the arguments 


that purportedly support it: "...one thing was emerging as absolutely cer- 
tain. Nature has a surprisingly large bag of atmospheric electrical tricks 
with which it can create unusual 'flying objects.'" Working backwards, one 
sees some intermediate remarks about "cold plasmas" of charged ice crystals, 
and working still further back one arrives at a reference to a short note by 
Vonnegut in the October, 1955 issue of Weather. Reading Klass' version of it, 
one gets the impression that electrical discharges in thunderclouds can so 
alter electrical forces on charged ice crystals as to make them change atti- 
tude relative to the sun that marked reflectivity or transmissivity of the 
cloud could result, and that this "would cause the ice cloud to appear solid 
(because no sunlight passes through) and could even give a silhouette effect." 
Then, in a non sequitur he adds that "the raw materials for such a phenomenon, 
bevond those provided by nature, could come from the growing numbers of high- 
altitude jet aircraft", and seems to intimate that the charges are to come 


from jet turbine blades. 
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But returni above series of steps 
rests, let us see 3 : 
What he reported was a pilot obs 
across the top of a thunderhead, a ground observation of a bright streamer 
ef cloud that built up siowly and then disappearcd suddenly at the moment of 
lightning discharge within the thunderstorm, and finally some field cbserva- 
tions by Vonnegut on brightness changes (amcunting to a mere few tenths of 
a per cent) of thunderclouds at instant of lightning discharge within the 
cloud (as detected by radio-irequency noise gear). What in all of this 
remotely suggests UFOs to Klass? One could start talking sbout a very large 
variety of cloud-physical effects of unusual nature and remain equally far 


ng to the foundation on which the 
ust what Vornegut actually reported in the cited note. 


ervation of a bright band that propagated 


ae 


from the area of UFOs. Yet after juxtaposing the foregoing, Klass leaves 
his reader with the conclusion that "Nature has a surprisingly large bag of 
"flying 


atmospheric electrical tricks with which it can create unusual 
objects.’" What flying objects? 

In an earlier discussion of Vonnegut's note!’, Klass went even farther 
from such slim supporting evidence. Introducing without any atmospheric- 
physical basis the notion of a "vortex of ice crystals", he merges it with 
Vonnegut's idea of clectrical orientation effects as follows: "If the angle 
of incidence of sunlight playing on a vortex of ice crystals aligned by elec- 
tric fields were such that reflected light was directed away from an observer, 
it conceivably could produce a silhouette effect...(and) if the airborne vor- 
tex contains charged dust particles, similarly aligned by electric fields...a 
very pronounced silhouette could result. If electric discharge is taking 
place within the vortex between charged dust particles, as has been suggested 
by some ball lightning theories, it could easily create the illusion of a 
solid spacecraft with small lighted windows." All of this suggests the con- 
clusion that if someone sets out to create UFOs out of almost thin air, he 


can do so. 


Mirror Images and the Car-Stopping Problem. Klass (18, p. 96) evidently 
accepts, as do I, the reality of a puzzling number of instances where obser- 
vers have reported engine and headlight failure coincident with close passage 
of a UFO. Klass suggests that "because a plasma contains a cloud of electri- 
fied particles, there is no doubt that if an auto battery were enveloped by 
such a plasma the battery could be short-circuited. But it is difficult to 
explain how a UFO-plasma could gain entry to the car battery in the engine 
compartment without first dissipating its energy to the metal body of the 


car.” 

he then comes up with an extremely curious suggestion that may 
scientific level of Klass' analyses. He needs to have 
the hood, to short the battery. So he remarks that 
"an electric charge in the vicinity of a conducting surface, such as a car's 
hood, creates a mirror image of itself on the opposite side of the conducting 
surface." Quite clearly, Klass is under the impression that "image charges" 
are real charges, and that the "image charge” induced on the inside of the 
hooded engine compartment can short~circuit the battery and cause other real 
This is a puzzlingly erroneous misconception to be held by an 


However, 
be some measure of the 
his plasma ions inside 


effects. 
electrical engineer. 

Aeronautical engineers in the CASI audience can appreciate the parallel 
to another closely similar situation where boundary-conditions can be handled 
The use of “image-objects" in flow problems neer solid, 
plane boundaries. the enhanced lift that accounts for the 
familiar "flare-out" as an aircraft comes down to within a few feet of an 
airstrip can be treated, mathematically, in terms of an identical aircraft 
imagined to be upside down and moving along at a distance below the real 


by a similar ruse: 
For instance, 


ABVUEIT TYOI TIVAID WOWd AdODOLOHG 


39 


aireraft's true distance above the ground-plane. In fact, wind-tunnel 


tests of flow problems near the ground-plane are actually conducted with 

real model-pairs mounted in this “mirror-image” attitude. To suggest that 
a real automobile battery could be shorted cut by "image charges" induced 
in the hood is comparable, then, to suggesting that "flare-out" on landing 
results from the fact that a real aircraft is actually flying along upside 


down, just underneath the airstrip. 


Summary-Critigue of Klass’ Plasma~UFO Thesis. In the foregoing sections, 
I have pointed out a number of serious sclentific errors and misconceptions 
that mark Klass' writings on UFOs!’-!®, Although he has diligently pursued 
the subject of UFCs for some months, his handling of the scientific questions 
involved reveals so many misunderstandings, often of elementary principles, 
that his principal thesis, namely, that a substantial portion of the pre- 
viously most puzzling UFO cases can be explained as plasmas, cannot be 


regarded as supported. 

It is important to note that Klass does nct claim that all UFOs are 
(18, p. 282); he feels that meteors, balloons, optical phenomena, 
planets, and other misidentified phenomena account for many UFO reports. He 
does indicate, however, that he feels he has "identified most if not all of 


the previously unexplained UFOs as atmospheric electrical phenomena, using 
174)." By the latter, he refers to 


plasmoids 


NICAP's Most convincing cases (18, p. 
the more than 700 cases in Hall's UFO Fvidenee*. Such a claim is fatuous; 


there are in Reference 3 hundreds of cases that could not even remotely be 
reconciled with Klass' plasma-UFO hypothesis on any reasonable, scientific 
grounds. Indeed, even considering the percentually small sampling of those 
NICAP cases that are specifically cited in Klass' book, I would say that 
only perhaps two or three cases could be even tentatively viewed as some 
atmospheric-electrical plasmoid phenomenon. His claims to have "identified" 
the difficult NICAP UFO cases are gratuitous and lacking in scientific basis. 


Klass asserts (18, p. 286) that "it is time that these two influential 
Organizations (meaning NICAP and APRO) encouraged their members to open 
their minds to the possibility that UFOs may be only freak atmospheric 
electrical phenomena.“ He adds that NICAP and APRO should "more fully 
inform their members about the plasma theory", evidently thinking that this 
will lead them to accept his hypothesis that the most interesting UFOs are 
"freak atmospheric electrical phenomena." As a matter of fact, members of 
NICAP and APRO had weighed and rejected hypotheses similar to Klass’ long 
before he developed an interest in the UFO problem, and three communications 
cited in his book (18, pp. 55, 58, and 177) from NICAP members contain more 
reasoned, albeit brief, reactions to that hypothesis than one finds in all 
of Klass' writings. The provocative UFO cases are low-altitude, close- 
range sightings of structured, machine-like objects of entirely unconven- 
tional nature, reported by witnesses whose credibility does not appear to 
be in question. The nearest Klass comes to confronting such cases is to 
suggest hypnotic effects or Rorschach-projective effects that make the wit~ 
nesses see plasmoids as if they were structured vehicular objects with domes, 
panels, legs, ports, markings, etc. I have, myself, interviewed so many wit- 


nesses who have seen such objects that I can only smile weakly at the 
intimation that he has "identified" such UFOs as 


unreasonableness of Klass' 
plasmoids. 

Furthermore, implicit in Klass' plea that NICAP, APRO, and the rest of 
those whom he labels as "UFOrians" should be made “fully informed" about 
plasma theory, is the tacit assumption that Klass, himself, is so informed. 
The many instances cited above wherein Klass completely misconceived perti- 
nent aspects of the plasma physics he was attempting to talk about make such 


a plea quite hollow. The net effect of further study of plasma theory by 
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any "UFOrians" 
filled with sometimes ludicrous errors concerning plasma theory and 


physics. 


handling of the UFO problem, 
whether he, himself, 


will be to make still clearer that Klass has written a book 
related 


He accuses the "UFOrians" of having closed minds; looking at his 
TI am left with the difficult choice of deciding 


has an even more tightly closed mind or whether the 


glaring weakness of his book simply reflects his ignorance of elementary 


principles of physics and electrical engineering. 
I split my opinion about down the middle on those two alternatives. 


choice, 


Rather than make that 


The principal points I would emphasize by way of critique of Klass' 
plasma-UFO theory are the following: 


1) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


He fails to put numbers into his hypotheses where numbers are read- 
ily inserted. The result is that he presents what may appear to be 
plausible arguments because they contain some qualitatively plaus- 
ible elements. In this regard, Klass resembles Menzel. Quantita- 
tive evaluations reveal serious difficulties, sometimes outright — 
absurdity, in instance after instance in the writings of these two 
principal proponents of the notion that UFOs are only misidentified 


natural phenomena. 
Plasmas are notoriously unstable and evanescent, except when suit- 
ably contained and provided with sustaining energy sources. Klass 
appears to be almost unaware of these prime characteristics of 
plasmas for he casually adduces plasma~-explanations in UFO inci~ 
dents for which he offers no suggestions as to what provides the 


continuing energy sources of his plasmas, often over times of the 
order of not only tens of seconds, but often tens of minutes. 


In the one or two instances where Klass does actually propose some- 
thing resembling an energy source (powerline corona, TV antennas, 
aircraft charge-leakage), it has been shown above that there are 
fatal difficulties with his position. 

Through a quite astonishing series of misunderstandings, Klass 
builds up a thesis to the effect that air pollutants are favorable 
to plasma-formation, and from this, makes repeated deductions (such 
as greater incidence of high-altitude UFOs because of more jets 
polluting the airways) of exorbitant nature. That Klass would go 
to press with such error-riddled ideas is surprising. 


Through failure to understand elementary principles of atmospheric 
electricity (the field in which he claims to be making discoveries), 
he builds an error-chain extending from diurnal variation of atmos- 
pheric potential gradient to diurnal variation of UFOs, and deduces 
therefrom an "explanation" of excess of rural over urban sightings. 
For someone claiming to have uncovered an intriguing new phenomenon 
of atmospheric electricity, Klass' ignorance of fundamentals of 

that subject seems startling. 

His claim to have accounted for the high frequency with which pilots 
observe UFOs following aircraft falls apart completely on subjecting 
the idea to quantitative assessment, as shown above. His related 
intimations that charged automobiles and charged pedestrians also 
attract plasma-UFOs are absurd. [It is to be stressed that the quan- 
titative evaluation of that hypothesis involves only elementary 
physics and, say, electrical engineering, yet no such evaluation 

was made by Klass. And, to add an extremely important criticism, 

he overlooks dozens of well-reported cases wherein UFO maneuvers 


would defy explanation in terms of his Coulomb-attraction hypothesis. 
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7) %It seems entirely fa1r to suggest that part of the reason for the 
ccedence and attenticn given Klass" plasma-UFO hypothesis in press 
and non-scientific journals rests on his being an electrical engi- 
neer (the other part keing, of ccurse, his senior editorial posi- 
tion with a well-known aviation/aerospace magazine). In this 
light, his almost incredible misconceptions about "mirror~image 
charges”, as noted above in connection with the long~puzzling UFO 
car-stopping problem, and the cited instance in which he was clearly 
confusing voltage and voltage-gradient, not to mention the many mis- 
conceptions about plasmas ‘themselves, deserve the emphasis given to 


them above. 
Finally, the most pervasively disturbing feature of Klass' book!8 
is the frequency with which it relies on argument by innuendo, 
argument by concatenation (to re-use the phrase employed above, 
argument by juxtaposition - that is, his specious assembly of what 
to many an unwary reader will look like a clever series of related 
deductions, carried out in the detective-story atmosphere that he 
repeatedly tries to create in his writing. After giving that 
annoying feature of his writing a good deal of thought, and after 
reflecting on the high frequency of scientific errors in his writ- 
ing, it is my guess that these arguments are probably not deviously 
contrived to fool the reader but constitute reflection on the lack 
of preparation of the author. The reason that they need exposure, 
however, is that at the present time, the UFO problem is not yet 
being fought-out in the usual context of serious scientific dis- 
The present major difficulty still remains that of con- 
vincing a large number of persons (in the scientific community, in 
federal science-related agencies, in Congress, and in the general 
public) that the UFO problem is an extremely serious scientific 
problem too long laughed out of court. For this reason, the kind of 
of easy acceptance already given to Klass in the press cannot be 
viewed as unimportant. Menzel's role in helping to foster the 
impression, for many years nowsgthat UFOs are all explainable in 
quite conventional terms has had very deleterious influence on the 
UFO problem; Klass will now join Menzel in extending that influence 
if the serious deficiencies of his thesis are not held up to care- 
ful scrutiny. It is for this reason that I have devoted so much 
space here to what ought perhaps to be regarded as so unscientific 
an exposition as to need no comment. 


cussion. 


Summary and Conclusion 


Returning now to more positive considerations, 
studies of the UFO problem have forced me to the conclusion that it is an 


international scientific problem of potentially enormous importance. 


In my view, the hypothesis of an extraterrestrial origin for UFOs 
appears (via argument by elimination of many alternative hypotheses) to be 
the most satisfactory hypothesis to account for the impressive body of obser- 
vational evidence that has been accumulated over the past two decades of UFO 
sightings. Space has not permitted my confronting here the many obvious 


challenges that such a position properly evokes; I have confronted some of 
Others are simply unanswerable in terms 


those elsewhere in cited references. 
of presently available information. That's scarcely a new situation in the 
history of science, 

If there is admitted to be even a very slim possibility that UFOs are 
extraterrestrial surveillance devices of some type (and I incline to that 


let me stress that my own 
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view at present, as do many other serious students of the UFO problem), 

then it should be obvious that a very energetic scientific investigation 

of that possibility ought to be launched. Instead, to date, world scien- 
tific opinion still leans predominantly in the direction that UFOs con- 
stitute a "nonsense problem", a bothersome host of reports of misidentified 
natural phenomena. However, one finds that the spokesmen who most strongly 
emphasize that view are (with almost no exceptions) quite uninformed as to 
the real nature of the UFO evidence. Ridicule and official mishandling of 
the problem have kept the true nature of the UFO evidence well out of sight. 
As one American writer recently quipped, "The American public is not telling 
the Air Force the truth about UFOs." This has been true on a globsl scale, 
while the mass of evidence has grown steadily greater. 

New, independent, vigorous UFO investigatory programs are sorely needed. 
Investigators in countries other than the U.S. may have a superior opportu- 
nity to make progress towards clarification of the UFO problem because they 
will not be working against the long-standing prejudices so visible in 
official U.S. handling of the subject. Thus, I urge that programs such as 
the newly created Canadian UFO investigation at the University of Toronto 
be instituted in other countries in all parts of the world, to delve vigor- 
cusly and imaginatively into the fascinating and potentially world-shaking 
problem of the Unidentified Flying Objects. 

UFOs are, in my opinion, the greatest international scientific problem 


of our times. 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND UFOS 
James E. McDonald* 


1968, at a General Seminar of the 


Presented January 26, 
East Hartford, Conn. 


United Aircraft Research Laboratories, 


erected a strong framework of 


Science has, over the past few centuries, 
On this 


fact and theory that successfully compasses much of our experience. 
impressive and steadily rising framework are supported our ever-broadening 

technologies ~ the kinés of technologies so well represented by the aerospace 
technology in which many of you are engaged. These Laboratories here in East 
Hlartford where we are meeting today exemplify the symbiotic interrelations of 
technology and science that mutually support and nurture both of these impor- 


tant activities of modern man. 


Some Truisms About Science, Technology, and UFOs: 


A truism about science that has strong bearing on what I shall be saying 
to you concerning the UFO problem is this: Proud as we can be of today's 
cumulative record of scientific exploration of the world about us, we cer- 
tainly do not yet know all that deserves the name of fundamental scientific 


Indeed, do we not all subscribe to the spirit of the closing 


knowledge. 
"The Torchbearers", 


lines of Alfred Noyes’ moving trilogy about science, 
"Who that hag onae seen how truth leads on to truth 
Shall ever dare to set a bound to knowledge?" 


A truism about technology that has strong bearing on what I shall be 
saying about UFOs today is this: Given time, an edifice of expanding tech- 
nology far more impressive than that which we see about us in 1967 could be 
erected simply on the basis of the present stock of fundamental scientific 
knowledge. The magnitude of the technological edifice that will grow with 
the seemingly exponential increase of future scientific discoveries is vastly 
greater, unforeseeably greater than our current technology. 


A truism about modern man's outlook on nature and on his place therein 
that has strong bearing on the present status of the UFO problem is this: 

In his centuries-long struggle out of slavery to superstition and fear of the 
supernatural, modern science-oriented man has developed subtle but well- 
ingrained dispositions to reject observations and reports of the anomalous 
and the inexplicable; and that rejection is the more vehement the farther the 
observations seem to lie beyond the pale of present-day science. 


a truism about UFOs themselves: Today, as for the past twenty 
years of "the UFO era", a majority of scientists tend to view UFOs as a non- 
sense problem, one deserving only scorn or silent disdain. Throughout the 
entire world, only a small handful of scientists have taken the trouble to 
attempt direct checks on the puzzling and recurrent reports of UFO phenomena; 
compared with that handful, there has been a large and rather vocal group who 
have either explicity or indirectly ridiculed the notion that there might be 
unconventional craft-like objects operating over our planet, and their scoff- 
ing has been based not upon extensive personal investigations of UFO reports 
but primarily upon a prtort considerations. Most of this scorn has been 
directed against the suggestion that UFOs are of extraterrestrial origin 
(Ref. 1). Because I shall be referring to this latter idea frequently here, 
I shall use ETH to denote the extra~terrestrial hypothesis concerning UFOs. 
It will here imply the hypothesis that UFOs are some kind of extraterrestrial 
probes or vehicles, products of some technology other than our own. 


Finally, 


* Dr. gd. E. McDonald is Senior Physicist, Institute of Atmospheric Physics, 
Tucson. 


and Professor, Department of Meteorology, University of Arizona, 
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Other Hypotheses Competitive with the ETH: 

Although I shall not here examine them in any detail, it will be well to 
list the principal alternative hypotheses for accounting for UFOS. One can 
group them usefully into the following eight categories: 1) Hoaxes, fabrica- 
tions, and frauds; 2) Hallucinations, mass hysteria, rumor phenomena; 3) Lay 
misinterpretations of well-known physical phenomena (meteorological, astro- 
nomical, optical, etc.); 4) Advanced technologies (test vehicles, satellites, 
re-entry phenomena, etc.); 5) Poorly understood physical phenomena (rare 
atmospheric-electrical effects, cloud phenomena, plasmas of natural or tech- 
nological origin, etc.); 6) Poorly understood psychological phenomena; 

7) Extraterrestrial probes, t.e., the ETH; 8) Messengers of salvation and 


occult truth. 
Skeptical scientists with limited exposure to the UFO record generally 
prefer to think that UFO reports can be explained adequately by some admix- 
ture of hypotheses 1, 2, 3, and perhaps occasionally 4. If they have given 
the existing UFO literature (Ref. 2) more than cursory inspection, they may 
somewhat grudgingly add that possibly hypothesis 5 warrants study, since 
something of real scientific interest (perhaps in atmospheric physics, say) 
might be learned by a closer examination of selected reports. 


I have encountered a substantial number of skeptical laymen, 
many UFO reports seem to comprise credible accounts of machine-like objects 
maneuvering in our atmosphere in unusual manner, who prefer hypothesis 4. 

In 1947 and 1948, when UFO reports first exploded into public attention, 
hypothesis 4 was a sensible working hypothesis. However, persons familiar 
with the state of present-day technology and with the serious difficulty of 
keeping entirely secret any new and massive block of technology of the sort 
that would be reguired to produce craft matching the performance character- 
istics of UFOs, do not today seriously consider hypothesis 4. I reject it 
categorically as an explanation of any but occasional reports of inherently 
small interest (re-entry luminosity, unaccounted sonic booms, sunlit con- 
trails, etc.). A recently-published book by Bloecher (see Ref. 2) has strong 
bearing on hypothesis 4, since Bloecher has uncovered over 800 UFO sightings 
in an approximately two-week period in the summer of 1947, when the "flying 


first received public attention. Many of those reports are essen- 
so one seems forced to say that at least 
the UFOs were with us. 


aware that 


saucers" 
tially similar to 1967 sightings; 
as early as 1947 (and probably substantially earlier), 
To assert that some secret technology was, right after World War II, produc- 
ing superlative vehicles still far beyond the known state of propulsion tech- 
nology should sound particularly unbelievable here at United Aircraft. I say 
that all such ideas centered on hypothesis 4 can be regarded as having only 
vanishingly small probability of explaining the UFO puzzle. 


Persons subscribing (often fervently) to hypothesis 8 have undoubtedly 
contributed in a significant way to discrediting the UFO problem. Cultist 
and crackpot ideas abound in a garish “literature” of paperbacks and magazine 


mainly aimed at the suggestion that the Space Brothers from Venus, 
"unbalancing the 


This all-too- 


articles, 
Mars, and Saturn are here to save us from such hazards as 


atomic state of the upper atmosphere with H-bomb radiations". 
visible group is frequently identified by scientists as constituting the 
totality of those who take seriously the UFO problem. To lump serious 
students of the UFO problem together with the cultist-crackpot fringe is an 


error that results simply from limiting one's examination to a superficial, 
armchair approach to the UFO record. One can, in fact, easily and quickly 
Regrettably 


separate the crackpots and identify the serious investigators. 
few scientists have yet taken the trouble to do so (Ref. 3). 
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Mirages and Ball Lightning: 

One of the few scientists who have examined a substantial number of UFO 
reports and still scorn hypothesis 7 is Dr. Donald H. Menzel, former Director 
of Harvard Observatory. His second book (Ref. 4) is chiefly aimed at explain- 
ing UFOs in terms of hypothesis 3 and especially in terms of atmospheric~ 
physical phenomena (refractive anomalies, mirages, meteorological optical 
effects, etc.). In a small fraction of all the reports he treats, he adduces 
hypotheses 1, 2, or 4; but mainly he stresses hypothesis 3. I have elsewhere 
(Ref. 5) cited a number of specific examples of objections to Dr. Menzel's 
approach in explaining away UFO reports. A characteristic defect of his 
treatment is, in my opinion, his use of arguments that are perhaps qualita- 
tively reasonable but definitely not quantitatively reasonable. In other 
instances, I would object that he simply ignores essential parts of the sight- 
ing in arriving at his conclusion. 


In the famous July 24, 1948, Chiles-Whitted sighting over Montgomery, 
Alabama, involving two experienced Eastern Airlines pilots, Dr. Menzel insists 
on the "meteor" explanation of the fast, glowing object that passed a DC-3 on 
near-collision course, despite the clear-cut testimony by both men that, just 
as the object passed on their starboard side, it executed an abrupt pull-up. 

T have recently interviewed both Chiles and Whitted, confirming this important 
point and many others that cannot be squared with the "meteor" explanation 
that Dr. Menzel stresses, that Air Force consultant Dr. J. A. Hynek first pro- J 
posed in 1949, and that Air Force Project Bluebook officially accepted as its O 
explanation a half-dozen years ago (see, ¢.g., Ref. 6). Both pilots reiterate 
to me, quite recently, that each saw square ports or windows along the side oft 
the fuselage-shaped object from the rear of which a cherry-red wake emerged, 
extending back 50-100 feet aft of the object. To term this a "meteor" is not 
even qualitatively reasonable. One can reject the testimony; but reason for- 
bids calling the object a meteor. 


Another example of both Dr. Menzel's and Project Bluebook's insistence on 
explanations that are not even qualitatively reasonable can be found ina 
multiple-witness sighting at Vandalia, Ohio on the morning of March 8, 1950. 
Despite the fact that the object was sighted in daytime condition by several 
pilots in the air (hence viewing the glowing object through a windshield and 
viewing it from a moving platform), Dr. Menzel concludes (with Bluebook) that 
this was a case of the planet Venus misidentified as a UFO. That ground radar 
at Wright Patterson AFB got an echo from the unknown, he explains away as due 
to a radar return from an "ice cloud", ignoring the point that only in the 
closing portions of the extended observation were clouds present. Two F-51 
pilots were scrambled and, by Dr. Menzel's own admission, had no difficulty in 
climbing up with the object in steady view (until a cloud deck finally inter- 
fered). Anyone who has tried to find Venus and then to keep it located while 
engaged in even the slightest distractive activity will surely agree that it 
is essentially out of the question for a fighter-pilot to execute flight 
maneuvers and keep Venus identified in daytime conditions. Still more quali- 
tatively unreasonable is the testimony of one of the commercial airline pilots, 
whom I have quite recentiy located and interviewed. TWA Capt. Dean Miller, 
inbound to Vandalia, saw the object dead ahead of his plane, in a direction 
not at all matching Venus! sky-location; and, while he had it well in sight, 
observed the shiny or glowing elongated object move out from its hovering 
position and climb through a ninety-degree are to another position again 
inconsistent with Venus' position in the southeastern sky. The fact that one 
military pilot objected to the Bluebook Venus explanation on grounds that he 
looked in the same part of the sky the following day and found no such object 
as he had pursued in his F-51, Dr. Menzel explains away as follows: 
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Are any quantitative arguments offered to support such a conclusion? No. 
As a matter of fact, for the substantial angular altitude of Venus at the 
time of this protracted ground-air-radar observation, nothing but direct 
smoke- or cloud-obscuration could comprise a "weather condition" that would 
significantly affect the difficult task of finding Venus in the daytime sky. 
I here add to my previous criticisms of Dr. Menzel's approach to the UFO 
problem because he has had what I can only view as a deleterious influence 
on scientific thinking about the UFO problem. A scientific colleague of 
mine,who was in Russia not many months ago, asked many Russian astronomers 
how they felt about the UFO problem and was told by most that Menzel had 
explained the whole thing quite satisfactorily. I strongly disagree. Some 
of his explanations are acceptable, but the bulk of them do not seem to me 
to constitute reasonable assessments of the facts. 
Because we always have more to learn, most scientists approaching the 

UFO problem for the first time will surely keep hypothesis 5 well in mind. 
There may be still-poorly understood atmospheric or even astronomical 
phenomena which are being misinterpreted by observers as vehicular objects 
of unconventional nature. I agree with the importance of repeatedly assess- 
ing this possibility and carefully matching it against the details of well- 
reported UFO observations. The serious difficulty with this hypothesis is 
posed by the many reports from apparently quite credible witnesses in which 
the object seen is entirely too much like a fabricated product of technology 
(t.e., machinelike) to warrant an explanation, say, in terms of some poorly 
understood plasma phenomena. TI have said before (Ref. 5) that attempts to 
account for the core of the UFO problem in terms of corona-discharge and 
ball lightning effects represent failure to confront the fact that the bulk 
of the important cases are not even remotely like such plasmoids. In my 
opinion, Philip J. Klass, one of the editors of Aviation Week, has yet to 
advance arguments adequate to support his repeated contentions that UFOs are 
simply various types of plasmoids. To be sure, plasma-like glows accompany 
many nighttime reports of high credibility, but daytime reports of formations 
of disc-like objects flying overhead or pacing aircraft under fair weather 
conditions are not as easily subsumed under the plasmoid heading as Klass 


would suggest. 

A report of seemingly high credibility which, 
jointly heard from the eye-witnesses by Dr. Menzel, Mr. Klass, and myself, 
along with several hundred editors of major American papers (April 22, 1967 
session of the American Society of Newspaper Editors, Washington, D.C.) is a 
case in point. On the afternoon of May 21, 1966, we were told, Mr. William 
C. Powell and Miss Muriel McClave were flying in a Luscombe over Willow 
Grove, Pennsylvania, at about 4500 ft altitude, with 15-mile visibility. 
Powell, the pilot, has 18,000 hours to his flying record (RCAF, AAF, KLM, 
and executive-transport work currently). After a flight of Navy jets 
climbed out under his wing from Willow Grove NAS, Powell spotted an object 
closing on the jets from their rear. Noting absence of a vertical tail-fin, 
he watched more closely and saw it make an abrupt (no-bank, no-slewing) turn 
of about 150 to 160 degrees and head for his aircraft. He and Miss McClave 
watched it approach on seeming collision course at their level, until it 
passed their starboard wing at a distance Powell put at perhaps 100 yards. 
Powell said, "It was just like looking at a Cadillac." The object, no 
Cadillac, was described by both as a domed disc, of diameter 30 to 40 feet, 
with a bright white dome on a red discoid base. One can reject the testi- 
mony here, of course; but it would not seem reasonable to try to account for 
this as some refraction anomaly or other aberration of meteorological optics, 


interestingly enough, was 
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nor is it reasonable to assert that here was some peculiar fair-weather 
variant of ball lightning. Examples equally difficult to force into those 
pigeonholes are very easily multiplied, but the time at my disposal here 
precludes the kind of extensive recapitulation of cases that can be adduced 
in support of my position (see refs. 2 and 5 for more examples). 


I have now made brief comments about all of the listed hypotheses except 
6, the psychological hypothesis. Having discussed this one with many psy- 
chologists, I am forced to the conclusion that it is quite unlikely that UFO 
reports will prove to be some globally-epidemic wave of hallucination or 
interesting and significant as this would be. I shall not here 


psychosis, 
despite having given it much thought. 


Say more about it, 

My list of eight hypotheses is not exhaustive because other hypotheses 
still more bizarre than, say, numbers 7 or 8 can be proposed (time-travel, 
hidden terrestrial societies, mad millionaires with secret laboratories, 
etc.). However, those eight cover the most commonly proposed ideas advanced 
by persons seeking to explain the enigma of the UFOs, and perhaps I have now 
offered adequate suggestion of why I reject most of those. 


The Official Air Force Project Bluebook Position: 

Since I have presented a fairly long discussion of the Air Force position 
and the history of its handling of the UFO problem elsewhere (Ref. 5), I shall 
not do more than summarize here. As I studied the Air Force record, it ap- 
peared to me that, following an important turning point of 1953 (Robertson 
Panel), the official objective has been to debunk "flying saucers" as a non- 
sense problem that imposes a bothersome public relations burden on the Air 
Force. From visits to Wright-Patterson AFB and discussions with a number of 
persons affiliated with Project Bluebook, I conclude that only abysmally 
limited scientific competence has been brought to the study of UFOs within 
Air Force circles in the past fifteen years. Unfortunately, during all this 
time, the scientific community and the public were repeatedly assured that 
substantial scientific talent was being used in Air Force UFO studies. This 
was untrue, and I believe that it has been scientifically disastrous to UFO 
studies that this image was steadfastly built up. 

Jerome Stanton, in a valuable analysis of the history of the UFO problem 
(Ref. 7), speaks of the way in which the Air Force "created the impression 
that a scientific investigation of UFOs was going on when in fact nothing of 
the kind was being done." Stanton asserts that "...until the well-publicized 
sightings of 1965 and 1966, no serious effort to do more than narrow down the 
residue of unknowns to as small a percentage as possible appears to have been 
made." I would feel obliged to comment that what he calls "serious effort" 
is not to be confused with "competent scientific effort"; to me, the record 
reveals only a rather low-powered, low-priority whitewash job by a very tiny 
project (three persons: officer, sergeant, secretary, as of 1966 when I 
visited Bluebook). Stanton, after reviewing a few instancesof the many out- 
rageously unscientific UFO evaluations that Bluebook has issued over past 
years asks: "...What is the motive for identifications so absurd that they 
fool no one, destroy public confidence, and insult and anger the people who 
report such things in good faith?" He rejects, as do I, the suggestion that 
the Air Force knows the UFOs are extraterrestrial and are trying to avoid 
public panic. He concludes, as I have on basis of all evidence I have seen 
to date, that we confront here no grand conspiracy, but rather an incompe- 
tently handled operation devoid of scientific talent. 

Another journalist who has, like Stanton, recently surveyed UFO history, 
comes up with a rather different conclusion. In another one of the few valu- 
able UFO books to appear in a recent flood of bad ones, Mort Young (Ref. 6) 
prefers the "grand conspiracy" hypothesis. He states that, "the Government 
is trying to keep flying saucers out of the realm of serious, public 
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" and presents a number of cases which, I agree, constitute a form 
of coverup. Where I would (at present) disagree with Young is in his equat- 
ing the sum of many such coverups to a "grand conspiracy". Rather, I remain 
on record as regarding them as just a lot of little coverups of the type that 
can become all too common in a military milieu, especially when a highly vis- 
ible official position would be embarrassed by a policy of candor. 


The UFO problem has been so badly mishandled, for so many years, by 
Project Bluebook that it is almost easier to imagine this part of a grand 
design of some high-level intelligence agency than to accept the conclusion 
that any program could possibly be handled so ineptly. I have to concede a 
point to those who criticize my position when they stress, "It's hard to 
imagine that they could be that incompetent." Readers unfamiliar with UFO 
history cannot possibly appreciate the full force of that argument against 
what I nevertheless defend as the "grand foulup" alternative to the "grand 
conspiracy" hypothesis for interpreting official Bluebook handling of the 


UFO problem. 


discussion,' 
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For the record, let me reiterate (see Ref. 5) that I have never been dog-Z 
matic about insisting the "grand foulup" theory, and I have never scoffed at Oo 
those knowledgeable students of the UFO problem who defend the only seemingly 
sensible alternative, "grand conspiracy." The existence of repeated small (2) 
UFO coverups so confuses the issue that one cannot be certain. The group iwi 
which I regard as having made by far the most significant contribution toward oS 
past clarification of the UFO question, the National Investigations Committee é 
on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP, Washington, D.C.), has always inclined toward the 
grand conspiracy theory. Before anyone casually pooh-poohs their position, = 
he will do well to make himself aware of the body of evidence upon which NICA 
has based its preference for that theory. I have attempted to examine much oe 
that evidence and can only say that it is impressive, puzzling, and argues < 
caution in defense of the grand foulup interpretation. Yet, to repeat, I 
still see a larger fraction of the total visible evidence explained as 
foulup than as high-level coverup. It is a big question, and I cannot do much 
more in this limited space towards elaborating my position than the above. 

I wish to repeat a statement that I made to the 
American Society of Newspaper Editors (Ref. 5) on the grand conspiracy theory: 
If that theory does in fact prove to be correct, that is, if we ultimately 
learn that for the past fifteen or more years it has been accepted at some 
high level in our intelligence machinery that UFOs are extraterrestrial sur- 
veillance devices, while a studied effort has been maintained to conceal that 
from domestic and foreign scientific view, then I shall be only one of an 
outraged body of scientists throughout the world who will ask how a decision 
to conceal such information from the world scientific community could have 
been arrogated to itself by any national intelligence or military organiza- 
tion. I have made this same statement before a number of scientific audiences 
in recent months, and I am deeply troubled to find that more than a few who 
have heard it have taken the trouble to tell me that I am naive if I think 
that such deception is out of the question. I do not wish here to pursue 
further this line of thought, important as it is in the minds of all who have 
diligently examined the UFO evidence; to dwell too long on these points before 
a group not already thoroughly familiar with the incredible history of the UFO 
problem is to invite criticism of forgetting the primary scientific issues at 
stake. Just let one remark summarize: that one of the by-products of exten- 
sive study of the UFO record is a puzzled preoccupation with the coverup vs. 


T 


For deserved emphasis, 


foulup question. 


st 


Evidence For and Against the Extraterrestrial Hypothesis: 

absurdly improbable on both first and second 
inspection. One has two choices: intrasolar-system origin, or origin ina 
planetary system of some distant star. The cultist easily brings in his 
spaceships from Venus, Mars, Saturn, and sometimes even Jupiter and Neptune, 
and does not bat an eye as he relates being told by the Space Brothers that 
Venus has cities and streets, fields and farms, running rivers and streams, 
timbered hills - the works. However, scientists aware of the growing body 
of knowledge concerning conditions: on the other planets of the solar system 
find it difficult to imagine that a high technology could possibly exist on 
any other planet of our solar system, utterly fascinating as such a concep- 


The ETH seems, of course, 


tion might be. 

That's too bad, since it crowds into a tight corner the supporter of the 
ETH. He is, quite properly, confronted with the challenge to come up with 
some answer as to how the UFOs cross the vast reaches of interstellar space 
in reasonable intervals of time. In that challenge lies the heart, I believe, 
of most present scientific rejection of the ETH - a seemingly insuperable pro- 
pulsion problem. Markowitz (Ref. 1) has recently made much of this, and 
earlier Purcell and others have examined the problem with rather discouraging 


results. 
My own inclination (supported by months of study of the UFO evidence) is 
to appeal to the implications of that boundless future of science and tech- 
nology that we seem to be able to discern as an extrapolation of our own 
present-day progress. What seemed absurdly impossible a century ago, we do 
today and take it for granted. A few weeks before the Wrights flew, noted 
astronomer Simon Newcomb published an article showing why heavier-than-air 
flight by man was out of the question. His error was simple: he failed to 
reckon with the possibility that engines of sufficiently low weight-to-power 
ratio would be produced; he must have known only of Hiram Maxim's monstros- 
ities. The Wrights got off the ground at Kitty Hawk with an engine of 
15 lb/hp; Manley, Langley's assistant, had one operating at about the same 
time with a ratio of only 3.6 lb/hp. By World War II that crucial ratio was 
driven below 1.0 lb/hp. And as the ratio went down, absolute thrust ratings 
went up; imagine how Newcomb's aplomb would have been shattered to witness a 
thrust-test on a Pratt & Whitney turbojet in the 50,000-lb class, only one 
human lifetime later than his "conclusive" 1903 analysis. 


Propulsion is indeed very much at the heart of the ETH puzzle. 
pare Goddard's 1935 record of a rocket ascent to a then-impressive 7500-ft 
altitude with our rocket-technology 30 years later - and then reflect that, 
broadly speaking, this progress was made on the basis of scientific funda- 
mentals already available well before 1935. That is, this stunning gain came 
without any truly new scientific insights, "merely" through improvements in 
innumerable contributing technologies. When one reflects a bit along these 
lines, and recalls that, months after the first success at Kitty Hawk, Dayton 
newspapers refused to run any stories about all those silly rumors that two 
brothers were actually flying a machine along the interurban line on the out- 
skirts of town (it just didn't make sense), then one is disinclined to be 
overpowered by arguments of those who, like Markowitz, would reject the ETH 
on grounds that nothing in our existing propulsion technology and nothing in 
our currently foreseeable technology makes "sense" out of the notion of inter-~ 
stellar travel. To be sure, we don't yet have any red hot ideas for getting 
out to Tau Ceti; but the pace and tempo of our own technology ought to give 
pause to those who would insist that there are no Tau Cetians who can do that 


which we still regard impossible. 
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So com- 


Imagine the consternation, the sheer dis- 
st shadowy prior contact 


St 


I like to put it in this wav: 
belief of a Solomon Islander who, with only the mo 


with twentieth-century industrial-scientific technology, suddenly found him- 
self witness to a 1942 amphibious invasion. How could the mind of one still 
in the Stone Age encompass arrival of dozens of enormous ships of all shapes, 
from which fire, smoke and unpleasant crashing noises spewed, and from some 
of which still other smaller ships were discharged, only to have the latter 
run up on the beach and disgorge a bewildering variety of men and moving 
devices out of which more noise and fire came. Imagine his puzzlement to 
then see dozens of aircraft move over, drop bombs, strafe, and engage in 
intricate air combat with still other aircraft, the like of which we are to 
here imagine he has never before séen. One can pursue this metaphor much 
farther, obviously, and I believe it is a good exercise for those inclined to 
arch skepticism about UFOs. For we may be like the Solomon Isiand Stoneager 
relative to the bewildering variety and number of UFOs that seem to be cred- 
ibly reported as operating in our environment. We cannot understand how any 
society could produce such devices, accomplish such feats, display as many 
craft of such unprecedented performance characteristics, and do things that 
to us border on the miraculous. But remembering the Solomons invasion may 
give us perspective on our own present situation; and thinking about how our 
own technology has forged ahead in mere decades may give us second thoughts 


about Science, Technology, and UFOs. 


So What? And So Where Next? 


So What? I'm glad to report that I have been asked that by only one or 
two scientists out of the hundreds to whom I have been speaking about UFOs in 
the past year or so. One ought not need to emphasize that if the ETH is cor- 
rect, it would constitute one of the most startling scientific revelations of 
all times. (Scientists need not look for Nobel prize material herein; the 
priority credit for judiciously arriving at and publishing the ETH concept 
appears assignable to writer Maj. Donald E. Keyhoe; his 1950. journal of pub- 
lication was True Magaztne!) 


Not only would science move ahead enormously, once it got over what can 
now only be predicted as a dreadful shock of recognition, if the ETH is cor- 


but also the technological gains that could accrue from contact with 
I 
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rect, 
and study of a technological society far beyond ours could be enormous. 


cannot refrain from smiling a bit at some of the arguments made in recent 
years in support of efforts at interstellar communication, arguments center- 
ing around what I like to call the "interstellar brain drain", the leap ahead 
we'd enjoy if we could make radio- or other remote-contact with high civili- 
zations far out in the galaxy. But, in principle, that argument makes good 
sense; doubters can review some facets of it in Cameron's book (Ref. 8). 


Still, there might be other consequences of a full confrontation of the 
UFO problem, consequences unforeseeable and even fraught with hazard to us 
all. I like to think not; and twenty-plus years of evidence provides a good 
deal of reassurance, I believe. Freeman Dyson has waved aside unwarranted 
optimism about the benevolence of advanced technologies and has remarked that, 
for all we know, technology may be a cancer sweeping across the Galaxy. 
Possibly; but T'm glad to report that a close look at the UFO evidence does 
not suggest that we are about to be given an exposure to such a virus. 


What a closer look at the UFO evidence does, however, suggest is this: 
Current scientific attitudes towards the UFO problem must be radically 
altered. We must stop smugly laughing at “all those nuts" who see UFOs, 
stop accepting hollow assurances from the official agency that has so long 
and so incredibly mishandled the UFO problem, and stop assuming that the very 
idea of our being under extraterrestrial surveillance is so amusingly absurd. 


I have been at most of the Washington agencies one might 


In past months, 
To sum up briefly my results - 


expect to take a new, hard look at UFOs. 


zero-point-zero. Despite NASA's claim that it has keyed its whole space 
program to the "search for Life in space", NASA seems not to be even slightly 
interested in looking into the UFO problem. Other science-oriented agencies 
may see subtle political hazards in moving into the UFO problem. Congress 
seems indisposed to initiate any action. And at every turn one hears, "Wait 


till Colorado makes its report." 


The Condon Committee: 

After the 1965 summer wave of sightings and a long series of editorial 
criticism (Refs. 5, 7), the Air Force took steps to do something about UFOs. 
I have talked with enough persons directly and indirectly associated with the 
sequence of events that led from that August, 1965, epoch to the October, 
1966, announcement of a $300,000 project at the University of Colorado, to 
feel entirely confident in saying that public relations difficulties, not 
scientific considerations, were of dominant importance in the establishment 
of the project now headed at Colorado by Dr. E. U. Condon. 


Frankly, my early hopes that the Condon Committee would work vigorously 
and open-mindedly to unravel the UFO problem have dimmed very considerably 
as time has gone by. This is not the place to elaborate in detail my growing 
pessimism; but I must say, candidly, that I no longer view Dr. Condon's 
approach as either scientifically vigorous or scientifically very open-minded. 
Dr. Condon has stated directly to me that he is not himself interested in 
doing any interviewing of the witnesses in the classic cases which have led 
to the very problem he took on. And he has repeatedly indicated an almost 
whimsical preoccupation with the crackpot and cultist aspects of the UFO 
problem. I submit that one can easily and with confidence make a very effec- 
tive separation of the irrelevant crackpot material from that warranting 
scientific attention; hence, I find it difficult to justify Dr. Condon's 
interest in the crackpot aspects to exclusion of consideration of reports of 
pilots, scientists, engineers, law enforcement officers, and all the other 
credible witnesses whose testimony has been so impressive to most who have 


been willing to examine it at first hand. 

I had hopes that the Condon Committee would prove a turning point in 
scientific confrontation of the UFO problem, and I fully understand how easy 
it is in Washington to say, "Let's wait for Colorado." It makes sense; but 
only in Washington - not in those circles where a large volume of UFO evidence 
has already been weighed. In such circles, the present situation appears 
gloomy because of Dr. Condon's publicly expressed attitudes, 

There are issues so sensitive here that I cannot fully discuss them in 
the present context. But a basic prerequisite seems now to get some entirely 


new study underway, entirely removed from sponsorship by any of the agencies 
I do not here cry, 


that have had any past responsibility for UFO studies. 
"Whitewash!" I do not see whitewashing underway. I see, instead, a lot of 
persons whose minds have long been made up about UFOs, going through motions 


that are not scientifically motivated, and moving in directions that do not 
augur well for early clarification of the UFO problem. 


The situation is gloomy enough that there are days when, 


ing been driven by my studies ever farther towards support of the ETH, with 
I almost wish someone would come along and 


despite my hav- 


all of its profound implications, 
show conclusively that UFOs are just “something seen by a lot of nuts," 
nothing more. Then I could forget the whole thing and get back to what I was 
working on when I decided, in the spring of 1966, to take my first close look 
at the full history of the UFO problem. But that hope, I know, is futile. 
Quite the opposite. 


The evidence is just not that weak and vulnerable. 
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Hence, for the moment, the best plea I can make to you, as fellow- 
scientists, is to try to do as a number of us have, take a closer look at 
the UFO evidence and decide for yourselves. Evidently the need is for a 
much greater weight of scientific opinion pleading for a vigorous investi- 
gation backed by ample resources. I have elsewhere indicated some of the 
approaches that I think need to be used (Ref. 5); at the moment, the problem 
seems to be slipping back to the prior level of convincing the appropriate 
agencies and persons in Washington that there really is a problem here. The 
latter task was the one task many of us hoped Dr. Condon would perform when 
he tock on the UFO study. Instead,’ he appears to be deepening the problem 
by virtue of his evidently slight interest in the whole business. 


A Longer-Range View: 

After about eighteen months of study and direct interviewing of about 
three hundred witnesses in important UFO cases, I can say to you that I see 
the UFO problem as one of extraordinary scientific importance. 


I regard the ETH as the most probable hypothesis to explain the UFO 
evidence. To go from that expression of hypothesis-preference to a position 
of claiming adequate proof is no small step, needless to say. That step will 
not be taken until quite large financial resources are behind monitoring and 
observational programs, supported by budgets that will probably dwarf the 
present NASA budgets. And that step will not be taken until large numbers 
of scientists in many disciplines begin to confront the enormously intriguing 
questions posed by the UFOs. If my remarks to you today serve in any small 
measure to increase the number of scientists and engineers seriously con- 
cerned with the UFO problem, I shall consider my time well spent. 
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ADDENDUM 


In the discussion following the UARL presentation on 1/26/68, a number 
of floor-questions asked what specific scientific programs or investigations 
the speaker would recommend to achieve clarification of the UFO problem. As 
indicated, a number of such recommendations are already presented in Ref. 5 
above. A brief summary of possible scientific investigations is appended 


below for completeness. 


As someone has observed, the most important step in solving any problem 


al 
The scientific community will take 


is to recognize that there is a problem. 
this step only when a substantial number of scientists have investigated 


enough past and current UFO reports to sense that (a) an astonishingly large 
body of observations by credible observers points to the presence of entirely 
unconventional machine-like objects maneuvering in our global airspace, 

(b) that this has been occurring for more than 20 years, and (c) that despite 
all official assurances, there has never been any substantial scientific 
examination of this body of observations. One might hope that the Condon 
Committee will accomplish this first step, though basis for optimism thereon 


seems to be diminishing. 
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2. Assuming accomplishment of Step 1, a first escalation of scientific 
effort would be justified. A number of task groups should be created to 


investigate certain specific questions: (a) An extremely intensive examina- 
tion should be made, on an international basis, of all known sighting reports 
from all accessible parts of the world. I would estimate that we probably 
know of less than ten per cent of all sightings, due to the “ridicule lid" 
holding them below the level of visibility. This lid will immediately dis- 
appear upon accomplishment of Step 1, with the result that an order-of-magni- 
tude increase in reports may be expected to come to the surface almost 
immediately. As with past reports, not all will be significant. However, 

by securing full cooperation of press and other media, rapid clarification 

of what constitutes a worthless report, what constitutes a significant report 
can very guickly be communicated to persons in most of the countries of the 
world. Such an educational program poses no intrinsic problems, although it 
would require a degree of Cooperation between mass media and scientists that 
does not now exist with respect to UFOs. Step 1 being accomplished, that 
degree of cooperation would appear instantly, in my opinion. (b) In order 

to undertake the first adequate quantitative analysis of significant patterns 
of movements and appearances of UFOs over the globe, computer processing of 
the suddenly increased body of available reports would be necessary. Design 
of Step 2a would have to be made with careful regard to Step 2b, to insure 
effective data-handling and data-retrieval of the large body of observational 
material that would have to be processed. At the start (first few months 
only), limitations of number of scientists with adequate familiarity with the 
UFO problem would be a handicap. My own experience leads me to suggest that 
a crash-training program could be confined to a period of at most two to 
three months for the personnel doing the design work for Steps 2a and 2b, 
Fortunately, as stressed in Ref. 2 above, there does, in fact, exist a quite 
usable UFO literature upon which to draw in this initial training effort, 
Once new reporting procedures and reporting questionnaires were designed for 
compatibility with adequate data-processing, something like three or four 
hundred scientists in the physical and social sciences could be engaged in 
Steps 2a and 2b in a number of investigative centers distributed around the 
(c) Concurrently, special investigative groups, not primarily con- 
cerned with interviewing or data-processing, should attack selected questions 
that appear to be of high priority. For example, the moot point of UFO dis- 
turbances in large power systems clearly warrants exceedingly careful scrutiny. 
I know Of about a dozen instances in which there seems to be evidence for such 
there is much more evidence indicating frequent presence of UFOs 
near power facilities without any apparent system-disturbances. The fact that 
a number of UFO observations accompanied the Northeast Blackout of Nov. 9, 
1965, is not widely known; that many smaller-scale electrical disturbances 
appear to have accompanied close passage of a UFO is also not generally appre- 
ciated. Engineers and physicists should pursue this question as one that 
might involve "hazard considerations"; their objective would be to reject or 
otherwise pass on the current suspicion of some students of the UFO problem 
that a potentially serious problem could exist in this area. Secondly, the 
large category of automobile-stopping cases warrants intensive study by 
engineers and physicists to try to draw from available reports implications 
for the possible mechanism of this frequent process. Magnetic effects come 
under serious suspicion here, though it is difficuit to propose any single 
adequate mechanism at present. Thirdly, the long-rumored but only superfi- 
cially studied cases of aircraft-interferences might be studied by persons 
with suitable backgrounds, given completely free entry into all necessary 
files. Fourthly, historians of various specialties should be urged to begin 
critical review of pre-1900 sightings that seem to bear provocative similarity 
The important “airship episode" of 1896~7 constitutes 
Much amateur 
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world. 


disturbances} 


to current sightings. 
only a single such topic warranting the most careful study. 
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speculation on pre-1800 sightings is, at present, worthless; scholarly scru- 
tiny of this curious body of early reports might, in light of new insights 
gained from other parts of the escalated UFO studies, shed new and important 
light on whether the UFO phenomena have been going on for much more than a 
few decades. This has potentially important bearing on "hazard considera- 
tions", for obvious reasons. Fifthly, psychologists and psychiatrists should 
focus attention on the substantial subgroup of reports (usually skirted by 
physical scientists such as myself) in which seemingly credible and stable 
observers have reported paranormal, psychological experiences in conjunction 
with UFO observations. Details will be skirted here, in keeping with my 
usual unwillingness to become too specific on this matter lying well outside 
my own area Of competence. Sixthly, the "occupant problem" should be search- 
ingly explored by psychologists and biologists, armed with the most complete 
available assemblage of reports from all parts of the globe concerning 
observers who have reported seeing one or another type of "creature", "entity", 
"humanoid", etc., emerge from UFOs. At present, this subset of UFO reports 
is getting essentially no solid scientific attention. Accomplishment of 

Step 1 would immediately push this subset into a position of prominent impor- 
tance. I, myself, can only say that I am deeply puzzled by the large number 
of "occupant" reports of which I now have knowledge. I make no present judg- 
ment, however, as to their significance. (In addition to the cited special 
programs, a number of others would be needed, but will be omitted here.) 


3. Towards the end of the time-period needed to carry out Steps 2a, 2b, and 
2c, certain follow-on efforts would probably be undertaken. Step 3a would be 
the deployment on a global basis of an adequate network of new UFO-sensors, 
designed on the basis of information assembled in previous steps of the 
escalating UFO program. Past evidence points conclusively to the fact that 
UFOs can be tracked, at least under some conditions, on radar. We already 
have radar equipment all over the globe. Special study groups would review 
all available past data on radar-sightings to suggest best procedures for 
collecting far more complete radar data from existing gear. On the basis of 
that study, plus continuing efforts, new electromagnetic sensing devices 
should be conceived and deployed. There is on record a wide range of electro- 
magnetic disturbances accompanying close passage of UFOs (see Ref. 5, for 
examples). Systematic searching with broad-band EM sensors, with frequency- 
scanning devices covering the full radio spectrum, and with both existing and 
specially-designed magnetometers could, with adequate support, rapidly increase 
our knowledge of how to secure new types of objective (rather than subjective) 
instrumental (rather than anecdotal) data on the movements of UFOs. In addi- 
tion, optical and spectroscopic techniques of observing UFOs would be devel- 
oped. It is often objected that we already have many networks of radar and 
optical observing devices, but close examination of how they are set up almost 
invariably reveals that built into such systems is a sharp selectivity, with 
provisions to reject all "tracks" not satisfying pre-set criteria. Such 
selectivity is almost indispensable in monitoring systems to avoid being 
flooded with unwanted data. Our present technologies in all these areas are 
capable of an extremely rapid improvement over the present zero-level effort 
in remote-sensing of UFOs. Much of the initial design discussions aimed at 
Step 3 could and should begin soon after Steps 2 are set in motion, possibly 


From the results of Step 3 would come the first reliable basis for 
Obviously, the search 
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sooner. 
searching for significant patterns of UFO movements. 


for such patterns holds high priority in solving the UFO mystery. 


4. Attempts at communication, possibly in entirely novel manner not now under 
consideration even by students of the UFO problem, should be a goal of earlier 
studies. Interestingly, there do already exist credible reports of “communi- 
cation", but on a level so technologically primitive as to do injustice to 
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That "response" does seem to have been obtained ina 
few instances is intriguing. But far more elaborate techniques and systems 
are easy to imagine. Social scientists, however, need to ponder certain 
"hazard considerations" before Step 4 is set in motion, so there is little 
point in attempting more specific proposals here. Along with efforts towards 
communication should go extensive studies aimed at elucidating propulsion 
techniques and a host of other currently inexplicable "performance features" 


terrestrial science. 


of UFOs. 


The above suggestions are intended only to indicate a bit more specif- 
ically the kinds of scientific efforts that one might envisage should the 
"UFO problem" be generally recognized as a scientific problem rather than 
the nonsense problem that it has been regarded for the past two decades. 


To accomplish Steps 1 and 2 might require an international-total 
expenditure of a few tens of millions of dollars, say the price of an SST 
or a few large bombers or one small naval vessel. To go on to Steps 3 and 4 
would, of course, involve greater total expenditures, but still at a level 
small compared with the international-total funding of present space programs. 
if we are indeed under some form of extraterrestrial surveillance, 


Ultimately, 
S. dollars per year would 


global expenditures at the level of billions of U. 
become a small price to pay for clarification of such a profoundly important 


issue. 
The problem of the moment, however, is to see that there is a UFO 


problem. 
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House of Representatives 
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hep, George P, Miller, Ghairman 
Sclence and Astronautics Committee 
U. 5. House of Representatives 
Washiagton, D. G. 


Bear Chairman Milier: 


No doubt you have noted the recent ~Zlurry of newspaper stories about 
midentified flying objects (UFU's). i have taken special interest 

in these accounts because many of the latest reported sightings have 
been in uy home state of Hichigan. 


fhe Air Force sent a consultant, astrophysicist br. J. Allen Rynek 
of Northwestern University, to Michigan to investigate the various 
reports; and he dismissed all cf them as the product of college 
student pranks or swamp gas or an impression created by the rising 
crescent moon and the planet Venus. I do not agree that all of 
these reports can be or should be so easily explained away. 


Because I think there may be substance to some of these reports and 
because 1 believe the American peopla are entitled to a move thorough 
explanation than has been given them by the Air Force to date, I an 
proposing tnat either the Science anc Astronautics Committee or the 
Arned Services Committee of the House schedule hearinzs on the sub- 
feet of UFO's and invite testimony from both the executive branch of 
tha goverument and some of the persons who claim to have seen UFO's, 


I enclose material which I think will be helpful to you in assessing 
the advisability of an investigation of UFO's. 


May I first call to your attention a colunn by aoscoe Drummond, 
published last Sunday in which Mr. Drummond says, “Waybe all of thease 
reported sightings are whiusical, imaginary or unreal; but we need 

a more credible and detached appraisal of the evidence than we are 
getting." 
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Rep. George FP, Miller, Chairman 
Page Iwo 
tiarch 23, 1966 


Mr. Drummond goes on to state, "We need to get all the data drawa 
together to one place and examined far more objectively than anyone 
has done. go far. A stable public opinion will come from a trust-~ 
worthy look at the evidence, not from belittling it. 


"The time has come for the President or Congress to name an objective 
and ceapected panel to investigate, appraise, and report on all 
present aud future evidence about what ia going on." 


I agree fully with Mr, Drummond's statements, I also suggest you 
sean the enclosed series of six articles by Bulkley Griffin of the 
Geiffin-Larrabee News Bureau here. In the last of his articles, 
published last January, Mr, Griffin says, “A main conclusion can be 
briefiy stated, It is that the Air Force is misleading tae public by 
ita continuing campaign to produce and maintain belief thatall 
sightings can be explained away as misidentification of familiar 
objects, such aa balloons, stars and aircraft." 


I have just today received a number of telegrams urging a congressional 
investigation of UFO's, Ome is from retired Air Force Col, Harold R. 
Brown, Arduore, Tennassee, who says, "I have seen UFO, Will be 


available to testify.” 


Another, from Mrs. Ethyle M, Davis, Eugene, Oregon, reads, "Nine out 
of ten people want truth of UFO's, Press your investigation to the 
fullest, i 


Ronald Colier of Los Angeles, who identifies himself as - "a scientist 
from M.1,T.," urges that you “do everything ia your power to make 

Air Force Project Blue Book (the AF name for its study and verdicts 

on UFO reports) known to the people.” Are wa to assume that everyone 
who says he has seen UFO's is an unreliable witness? 


A UPI story out of Ann Arbor, Michigan, dated March 21, 1966, states 
that "at least 40 persons, including 12 pelicemen, said today that 
they saw a strange flying object guarded by four sister ships land 
in a swamp near here Sunday night.” 


Matt Surrell of Station WJR, Detroit, cites an eye witness account of 

a recené UFO sighting by Emilie Grenier of Ann Arbor, an aeronautical 
engineer employed by Ford Mctor Company. He points out that an 
aeronautical engineer can hardly be considered an untrustworthy witaass, 
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Rep. George PF, Miller, Chairman 
Page Three 
March 23, 1936 


In the firm belief that the American public deserves a better 
explanation than that thus Ear given by the Air Force, 1 strongiy 
vecommend that there be a committee investigation of the UFO 


phonomena,. 


ef 


I thinie we owe it to tha people to establish credibility regarding 
UFG‘s and to produce the greatest possible enlightenment on thia 
subject, 


Kindest personal regards, 


Sincerely, 


Gerald R. Ford, H.C. 
GaFiplr 
Fnc losures 


bec: Rep, William H, Bates, R-Mass, 
Armed Services Committee 


Rep. Joseph W, Martin, Jr., R-Mass. 
Seilence and Astronautics Committee 


Rep. James G. Fulton, R-Pennsylvania 
Science and Astronautics Committee 
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i ARE UFOs EXTRATERRESTRIAL SURVEILLANCE CRAFT? As 
! | 
\ 


James E. McDonald, University of Arizona* 


Abstract of a talk given March 26, 1968 before the American Institute’ 
of Aeronautics and Astronautics, International Hotel, Los Angeles. 


be 


If it were insisted that I limit my entire talk to a one-word 
answer to the question posed in that title, I should find it hard to 
choose between the safer answer, "possibly", and the riskier answer 
that actually comes closer to my present opinion, "probably". The 
ever-increasing weight of the evidence I have been examining would 
drive me to the latter answer, if 1 had to compress an hour's remarks 
into a single word. 


Surely ATAA members would wholeheartedly agree that if there were 
even a slim possibility that the earth were under extraterrestrial sur- 
veillance in any form,that would be a matter of the greatest scientific 
importance, warranting the most vigorous investigation. In fact, the 
evidence that seems to point to the conclusion that UFOs could be such 
devices is far from negligible; yet because of the history of official 
and scientific response to the earlier UFO reports, we continue to see 
mainly neglect or ridicule of this intriguing question. 


After nearly two years of intensive study of many facets of the 
long~standing UFO problem, after examining around a thousand UFO 
reports and directly interviewing several hundred witnesses in 
selected UFO cases of outstanding interest, and after weighing alter- 
native hypotheses, I find myself driven steadily further towards the 
position that the extraterrestrial hypothesis is the most probable 
hypothesis to account for the UFO. 


That hypothesis is, of course, not original with me; it has been 
urged for many years by persons knowledgeable with respect to the UFO 
problem, who spoke from outside scientific circles. Our collective 
failure to examine scientific aspects of the UFO problem will, I fear, 
be held against the scientific community when the full dimensions of 
the UFO evidence come to be recognized. And the latter date may not be 
far off. 


The principal points which I wish to emphasize include the follow- 


1) For the past half-dozen years, our American space program has 
been keyed to "the search for life in space", yet the now impressive 
UFO evidence that "life" may, in some sense, already have found us is 
either scoffed at or wholly ignored, even within such space-criented 
agencies as NASA. JI speak from first~hand experience in making that 
observation. 


2) Twenty years of USAF responsibility in handling UFO reports 
appear to me to constitute about that same number of years of super- 
ficial and scientifically incompetent response to the UFO problem. 
Aside from brief periods in 1948 and again in 1952-3, USAF investiga- 
tions of UFO reports have been perfunctory, aimed generally at finding 
any “explanation", however inadequately it might match the reported 
facts. 


Dr. MebDonald is Senior Physicist in the Institute Of Atmospheric Physics 
and Professor in the Dept. of Meteoroloyy at the University of Arizona. 
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3) The principal reason that no other adequate scientific inves- 
tigation has ever been initiated has been that, despite almost complete 
lack of any scientific expertise in the USAF program (Project Bluebook), 
public pronouncements have repeatedly given strong assurance that the 
investigations were drawing upon the best scientific talent available to 
the Air Force. Nothing could be further from fact, Examples will he 
cited to back up this point, 


4) The present Air Force-sponsored study at the University of 
Colorado offered promise initially. However, repeated indications of 
negative bias in public statements by the Project Director, combined 
with lack of vigorous investigation of the most provocative types of 
UFO cases reported over the past 20 years, suggest that the Colorado 
program will fall far short of the required level of investigation. 

It is very desirable that some program be set up entirely divorced from 
Air Force affiliation, a conclusion underscored by recent developments 
at Colorado. 


5) I have just returned from a visit to Canada where I discussed 
international scientific aspects of the UFO problem before the Canadian 
Aeronautics and Space Institute at their March 11-12 Montreal meetings. 
I emphasized the likelihood that UFO investigatory programs in countries 
other than the U.S. may have distinctly better chances of making rapid 
scientific progress towards clarification of the UFO question by virtue 
of the fact that they'd not be fighting uphill against the kind of think- 
ing that USAF handling of the problem has engendered here. An encourag- 
ing new UFO investigation is, in fact, now being organized within the 
Institute for Aerospace Studies of the University of Toronto. I had an 
opportunity to confer with scientists beginning that study, on March 13, 
Quite recently, indications of a similar study being developed in France 
have appeared. The Russian position remains unclear. There are indica- 
tions that a new level of official attention to UFO reports is appearing 
in other countries, but hard information thereon is still scant. 


6) The types of UFO reports that are most intriguing, and point 
most directly to an extraterrestrial hypothesis, are close-range sight- 
ings of machine-like objects of unconventional nature and unconventional 


performance characteristics, seen at low altitudes, and sometimes even 
on the ground. The general public is entirely unaware of the large 
number of such reports that are coming from credible witnesses, because 
ridicule and scoffing have made most witnesses reluctant to report 
openly such unusual incidents. When one starts searching for such cases, 
their numbers are guite astonishing. Also, such sightings appear to be 
occurring all over the globe, possibly with increasing frequency in the 
past year (an inference based on uncertain data because the "ridicule 
lid" seems to be lifting of late, and this may simply be bringing a 
larger fraction of such incidents to light). Examples will be presented. 


7) Suggestions that such observations can be explained away in 
terms of meteorological optics (Menzel's principal thesis) or in terms 
of atmospheric plasmas (Klass' principal thesis) cannot be supported with 
cogent scientific arguments. The recently-published book by Klass ("UFOs 
— Identified") is filled with erroneous conceptions and with qualitative 
arguments that fall apart on assessing them in quantitative terms. 
Examples will be presented. 


8) Many obvious questions and challenges can be, and must be, 
raised against the extraterrestrial hypothesis: How sure can we be that 
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UFOs aren't some still poorly understood natural phenomenon? How can 

we be sure UFOs aren't secret test vehicles (ours or theirs)? If extra- 
terrestrial, why no contact? Why no crashed UFOs? Why aren't there lots 
of good photos if UFOs are real? Why aren't UFOs seen in cities rather 
than in remote deserts and swamps? How can we be sure UFO sightings 
aren't hallucinations? How about hoaxes? Why no sonic booms? How can 
one account for non-inertial turns and maneuvers? Why don't optical- 
tracking programs, such as meteor-survey programs, photograph UFOs? Why 
don't our radar-fences and high-altitude radar~search systems see UFOs? 
If not of intra-solar-system origin, how could UFOs accomplish inter- 
stellar transits in reasonable times? Where could they be coming from? 
How is it possible that other military radar systems throughout the 
world have failed to detect UFOs if they are real? Why aren't they seen 
by airline pilots and military pilots? Why aren't they seen by astro- 
nauts in orbit? Why aren't UFOs seen occasionally by larce crowds of 
people rather than by single witnesses? To these and related cuestions 
there exist some quite good answers and some possibly relevant specula- 
tive answers; to others of those questions, there exist no satisfactory 
answers,to date. 


9) The first need in accelerating UFO research is for many more 
scientists and engineers to review carefully and critically the existina 
evidence in order to design new sensors. [Electromaanetic effects 
accompanying UFO sightings offer real promise herein.] Also, it is 
urgently important to exploit already existing radar networks. Data 
from the latter networks should be brought under scientific scrutiny to 
search for systematic patterns of UFO appearances and movements. 
Present anecdotal data, plus fortuitously revealed radar data, are 
inadequate to define such patterns accurately (due to the ridicule-lid 
effect acting as a non-random filter). Following design of sensor~ 
networks specifically planned for UFO detection, a host of other inves- 
tigations would naturally follow, as I have remarked in other contexts. 
A few specific examples of the latter will be cited. 


10) As a low-cost, minimal~level precursor to such efforts to 
attain instrumental monitoring of UFOs, it is urged that various 
organizations and agencies take steps to establish exploratory UFO 
study programs, even if these involve only two or three scientists 
per organization. Any aerospace organization or agency that is 
interested in organizing such a small internal study can secure initial 
bibliography-assistance, etc., by getting in touch with me. The imme- 
diate need is to establish a broader base of scientific recognition of 
the astonishing nature of the existing UFO evidence. Scientific scoff-~ 
ing at UFOs has gone on long enough. Serious attention is long overdue. 
AIAA could perform a very useful role in stimulating new and vigorous 
examination of this intriguing, yet neglected scientific problem. 

(I am encouraged to learn that ATAA has, in fact, recently formed a 

UFO Subcommittee and am in touch with it.) Although only a percentually 
small number of scientists yet realize it, the past 20 years of yawning 
neglect of the UFO problem has become a scientific scandal, albeit still 
well-hidden. The sooner we take a serious new stance and confront the 
UFO question with adequate scientific talent and manpower, the less 
embarrassing will be the ultimate admission that we have, for two 
decades, been overlooking a problem of potentially enormous scientific 
importance to all mankind. 
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SOME UFO REFERENCES 


Because persons seeking to familiarize themselves with some of the 
basic aspects of the UFO problem often ask for a list of UFO references, 
the following list has been assembled. It is certainly not exhaustive; 
but it cites a number of the more useful and some of the more contro- 
versial references. Inclusion here does not at all imply endorsement 
also there are gcod sources not here listed, for space reasons. - 

J. E. McDonald 


Ls THE UFO EVIDENCE, Richard H. Hall, editor. Published by NICAP 
(National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena, 1536 
Connecticut Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C., 20036, 184 pp., 1964. 
Current price, $5.00. (Available only from NICAP, not via book- 
stores.) Still the most useful and significant of all references 
on the subject. 


2. THE REFERENCE FOR QUTSTANDING UFO REPORTS, edited by Thomas M. Olsen. 
UFO Information Retrieval Center, Inc., P.O. Box 57, Riderwood, 
Maryland, 21139. Current price, $5.95 (obtainable only from UFOIRC). 


3. REPORT ON THE UFO WAVE OF 1947 by Ted Bloecher. Obtainable from 
NICAP, $5.00. 


4. REPORT ON THE UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS by Edward J. Ruppelt. 
Ace Books, New York, 318 p., 1956. Paperback, $0.50. 


5. FLYING SAUCERS: TOP SECRET by Donald E. Keyhoe. Putnams, New York, 
283 ppo., 1960. Current price, $3.50. 

6. FLYING SAUCERS AND THE U.S. AIR FORCE by Lt. Col. L. J. Tacker. 
Van Nostrand, Princeton, N. J., 164 pp., 1960. Current price, $3.95, 

7. FLYING SAUCERS by Coral E. Lorenzen. Signet Books, 278 pp., 1966. 
Paperback, $0.75. 


8. THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS by Donald H. Menzel and Lyle G. Boyd. 
Doubleday, Garden City, N.¥., 302 pp., 1963. Current price, $4.50. 


9. ANATOMY OF A PHENOMENON by Jacques Vallee. Henry Regnery, Chicago, 
210 pp., 1965. Current price, $4.95. Ace paperback, $0.60, 


10. INCIDENT AT EXETER by John G. Fuller, Putnams, N.Y., 251 pp., 1965. 
Putnam paperback, $0.75. 


il. FLYING SAUCERS AND THE STRAIGHT-LINE MYSTERY by Aime Michel. 
Criterion Books, N.Y., 285 pp., 1958. Current price, $4.50. 


12. UFOs - IDENTIFIED by Philip J. Klass. Random House, N.Y., 290 pp., 
1968, Current price, $6.95. 

13. FLYING SAUCERS: HOAX OR REALITY? by L. Jerome Stanton. Belmont 
Books, N.¥., 157 pp., 1966. Paperback, $0.50. 


14, UFO: TOP SECRET by Mort Young. Simon and Schuster, N.Y., 156 pp., 
1967. Paperback, $1.00. 


15. FLYING SAUCER READER edited by Jay David. Signet Book, N.¥., 252 pp., 
1967. Paperback, $0.75. 

16. FLYING SAUCERS OVER AUSTRALIA by Stephen Holledge. Horwitz Publica- 
tions, Sydney, Australia, 130 pp., 1965. Paperback, about $0.75. 


17. FLYING SAUCERS FROM OUTER SPACE by Donald E. Keyhoe. Henry Holt, 
New York, 276 pp., 1953. Out of print. 


18. UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS: GREATEST SCIENTIFIC PROBLEM OF OUR TIMES 
by J. BE. McDonald. UFO Research Institute, Suite 311, 508 Grant St., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 15219. A reprint of 3 discussions. Paperback, $1.00. 
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This picture, purportedly of a Flying saucer, was taken Dec. 26, 1966, 


Scientists in 3 Special Fields Explain 
Michigan’s Eerie UFO Sightings 


By JEAN PEARSON 
Uctralt News Sclenee Weiler 
The House Kepublican leader has called 
for a congressianal investigation, 
4 national crgunization for the investi- 
pation of aerial phenomena, with hi g h- 


- ranking, retired military officers and-pro- 


fessors on is governing board, has urged 
a natiunwide tracking network, 

People are puzzled. 

Are the UFOs real, Hlusions er just 
natural events people can’t explain? Is the 


of a unmber of fairly common objects, 
such as a dog standing on grass, a bird in 
the sky, a pile of bricks and a fire hydrant. 
He projected them on the screen for a 
group of viewers who hadn't seen the pic- 
tures before. Purposely, he made the pro- 
jected image very blurred at first. Then 
slowly, in stages, he pul if into focus. 
Given a blur, the viewers immediately 
tried to determine what it was they were 
louking at. Once they had reached a can- 
clusion that seemed to satisfy, they clung 
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at Cappequin in County Waterford, Ireland. 


ARE THEY FACT, FIC TION OR ILLUSION? 


Those Fantastic 


and REAL ESTAS 


TANIA LU OPENLANE 


Large, bright area was described as plume of 


TER 


MICHIGAN'S LARGEST WANT. Ab saute 


STURM ALTO PSALIGER 
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saucer at TeFthand tip. 


Constructed 
in France, 
this concept 
of « flying 
SaUCer Wla- 
chine was un- 
veiled tn 
duly, 1958, 
but there are 
no published 
reports of tt 
Hynig. Uo has 
« diameter 
of abrost 27 


Feel. 


cilzens--peaple who haven't seen flying 
- saucers, or people who have seen some- 
thing they can’t explain but don’t know 
what to helieve—are asking after the re- 
cent rash of sightings in jowcr Michigan. 
kok ok 
Answers Given by Experts 

To try to find some answers to these 
Yyuestions, psychologis(s, geologists and 
aerfpace engineers al the University of 
Michigan and Michigan Stale University 
Were interviewed. 

A copy of the most recent United States 
Air Force report on investigation of un- 

a _ sdentified flying ob- 
., jects (UFOs), was also 
+ obtained and studied. 

Here are some of 
| the comments, 

The official Univer- 
, sity of Michigan an- 
swer was given by Dr. 
A. Geoffrey Norman, 
vice-president for re- 
‘search, His two-sen- 

tence statement was: 
“The university is 
not officially mvolved in any investigation 
af lhe UFO phenomena, but does cuoperate 
with the afficial investigators when asked 
io do so or inquiries are made, 

‘We have also informed’ the investi- 
yators that there is no research activity 
in the university which might give rise to 
the manifestations many persons have re- 
ported observing iu this area on recent 
evenings.” 

Informally, Dr. Norman suggested some 
U. of M. aerospace engineers, geologists 
aud psychologists might have some ideas 
abou the sightings. 

kek 
‘They’ve Seen Something’ 

“First of all,” said Dr. Stephen Kaplan, 
ao associate professor of psychology who 
is especially interested in the ficlds of per- 
cepion and memory, “you have to realize 
these people aren’: lying. They’ve really 
seen something and they are being honest 
about what they think they saw.” 

“The problem is that we don’t knew, 
and probably can’t know, what it was they 
saw.” 

Whenever a person sees something un- 
usual thai he doesn’t know, or can’t ex- 
plain, Dr. Kaplan said, he tries te find an 
answer and comes up with a hypothesis. 

But once he has farmed a hypothesis 
that fils the situation, it becomes very con- 
vineing to him. He then finds it difticutt 
{o abandon his answer, or hypothesis, even 
when fogical information is presented thai 
should change his opinion. 

Dr. Kaplan said this tendency might be 
related, in a way, to research in percep. 
tion done by a Harvard psychologist, Dr. 
Jerome S. Bruner, 

Dr, Bruner collected Kadachrome slides 


Mrs, Pearson 


-ee sau Lue piclule was in $narp 
enough focus to determine wilhout a doubt 
what the abject was, 
k k Ok 
Not From Another Planet 

Dr, S. Howard Bartley, Michigan State 
University professor of psychology espe- 
cially interested in the area of vision, 
wished to be very cautious in his answer. 

“I don’t believe in any visitors from 
another planet,” Dr, Bartley declared 
promptly. “And 1 don’t think the objects 
reported (rom time to time have alf been 
physically the same type of things, 

“T don’t put any stock in the idea that 
all Of the objects seen have been mani- 
festations of swamp gas. 

“This seems to be a newly-thought-of 
possibility and is becoming overworked. 
The place and positions of seeing these 


tended {0 D@ pul in a single calegory and 
by no means belong there. 

“The variety of perceptual possibilities 
—the discerning capabilities of the-observ- 
®rs—are so great that naturally a that 
we read about may not merit being in the 
same class as a lew special cases which 
more sophisticated and mature observers 
have described.” 

Adynitting that he was trying to avoid 
using the term ‘military,’ Dr. Bartley 
added: 

“What | am saying isn't intended to 
glibly explain everything. For now and 
then, the characteristics and maneuvers of 
the objects reporied are quite fantastic 
and seem like achievements of some or- 
ganization supported by a sizeable nation.” 

Touching upon the problems of percep- 
tion and accurate description, Dr Bartley 
said: 

“When we see something which is going 


David Fitzpatrick, Washtenaw County depaty sheriff, made this pic- 
ture March 17 near Milan. He said it shows unidentified flying objects, 
bai Dr. J. Allen Hyneh, an astrophysicist, identified them as time 
exposures of the moon (right) and of the planet Venus. 
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Detailed shetch wos made from witnesses’ descriptions af the UFO 


sighted aver the 


Frank Mannor farm in Dexter, Mich. 


anu we dre ulianre to really gerernune now 
far away the object is. Sa all we have to 
g0 on Is Our impression. 

“Since this is true, you just have to 
recognize the limitations of human per- 
ception,” 

ko ok 

Aerospace Engineer's View 

There may be more than meets the cye 
or ear in UFO sightings, a University of 
Michigan aerospace engineer helieves. 

it's not that Dr. Richard B, Morrison 
is a Hying saucer fan. He isn’(, But, as a 
scientist, ke has beth a healihy skepticism 
and an open mind. And as a scientist, he’d 
like more information from the sightings 
than a man’s unaided eye or ear can 
provide, 

That’s why he believes it might be bet- 
ter to iake Rep. Gerald R. Ford’s call for 
a congressiona) investigation of UFO sight- 
ing reports seriously. . ¢ 

For an investigation, Dr. Morvison be: 
lieves, might lead to a network that could 
lead to a scientific study of such events. 

The eye, for example, can not analyze 
the colors in light the way they can be 
analyzed by a spectrograph. And Lhe 
human ear. is limited in the frequencies 
it can hear. 

“Ut would be real nice if there could ha 
any kind of radio frequency or spectral 
analysis measurememis of these “‘un- 
knowns” made. From the measurements, 
then, you could get some kind of hard in- 
formation or facets that could be used for 
deductions,” Dr. Morrison said. 

kk Ok . 


Check for Radio Signals 

Scanning the sky methodically for in- 
leresting radio signals migh) be one 
approach, 

‘ft would be good,’? Dr. Morrison said, 
“4 you could sweep it bread band and 
know what it looks like. If you spot some 
existing peculiarities, you could fine focus 
on those. Then you might start te make 
some sense, 

“) don’ think there’s been any effort 
whatsoever to come up with any coherent 
kind of thing. This is what Gerry Ford 
is talking about—some kind of a net that 
could do this.” 

Uf you wanted to assume that flyin 
saucers actually exist and are not j 
some phenomena of nature, Dr. Morrison 
said, there would be twe groups of proputl- 
sion systems you would investigate, 

The first group would be the so-called 
“mass expulsion’? systems based on New- 
ton’s law of motion and the formula 
(Force equals mass times acceleration). 
In this group, you would have our now 
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‘familiar rocket motors with molecular gas 


expulsion. 

Another type might use charged par- 
ticles for an ton type of propulsion, And 
a third type, which hasn’: been worked 
upon much in the United States, would use 
electrops as the working mass. 

Dr. Morrison, who also ts president of 


AUVUAIT TYOS ATYYAD WO'd AdODO.LOHd 


as project director tor we 
ics and as field iest director 
for the Air Verce’s first lunar probe during 
a leave of abse from ihe Universily of 
Michigan, 

AU three of the mass exprilsion type of 
systems could he ‘fingerprinted’ by spec- 
trogrupl analysis of their exhausts, he 
said. 

The type of material being expelled, its 
density and its cemperature could be deter- 
mined and used io peg the type of prepul- 
sion systern in operation. 

However, using a spectrograph for such 
sleuth work, presents a problem, Dr. Mor- 
rison said, because for the usual spectro- 
graph you aeed a very Jong oxposure time 
tu bring out an image. The saucer would 
have to sit slill for quite a while te have 
its picture taken. 

“But if some astronomer were lucky,” 
Dr. Morrison suggested, “anc could focus 
on onc so he could get a good-sized image 
by a very gaod telescope, he might get 
some images on a photographic plate.” 

wk A OR 

‘Need to Kauw a Lot More’ 

The second group of possible propul- 
sive sysiems which right be uscd are 
types in which a field force is created. 

Tn terms of technology presently avail- 
able im the Uniled Slates however, prac. 
tical use of these are still far in the future, 
Dr. Morrisun said. We need to knew iuch 
more aboul the basie plysics invelved aud 
would have to develop the lechnolngy re- 
quired. 

There are only three types now con- 
ecivable in this group, he said. They are 
electramagnetic, electrostatic and anti- 
gravity systems. g . 

“Tf you understood gravily waves, per- 
haps you could make some antigravity de- 
vices,” Dr. Morrison suggested. 

Assuming flying saucers do exist, what 
propulsion system would be the most likely’ 
one employed? 

“The force field system would be the 
one to leek at,’’ he answered. “Tf we were 
going to say there is substance to these 
UFO things, the rapid manouvers with at- 
tendant G-forces (gravily forces) would 
scem ta preclude (he mass propulsian 
system," 

Farce field types would he noiseless, 
he said. 


ke K Ok : 
Saucer Ideal for Spcteeship 

Would there be any advaniage to a 
saucer shape in trying lo design something 
like a spacestup. propelled by force fields? 
Dr. Morrison was asked. 

“Tt's a good shape,” he answered en- 
thusiastically. “And if it’s a macier af 
spreading the force ‘oss an area, this 
design is a very exeellent way lo develop 
a lol of area. In addition, it gives you a 
very clean edge.” ¥ 
jon etd fingerprinting of force 
sysiems mighi be achieved by broad 
band sweeping and focusing upon peculiar- 


(Couchuted on Next Page) 
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agiiKoron ‘pian 
Force intends to contract ° 
a few selected universities 
investigate promptly and 
depth certain sightings of 
dentitied flying objects. 

The Air Force said that 
schools have yet been chit 
and the number to be uset 
the investigations is still in 
inite. 

A seientifie advisory ‘d 
recommended last March 
this course of action be follo 
by the Air Force, which 
pledged to strengthen probe 
reports it receives on UFOs 


L| Lists Member Types 


The board suggested that ¢ 
university team should ine. 
at least one psychologist, pre 
ably one interested in clir 
psychology, and at least 

-| physical scientist, probably 
astronomer or  geophys: 
familiar with atmospheric p 
ies, 

The board also told the 
Force the universities shoul 
chosen “‘to provide good 
graphical distribution’? a 
should be within convenient 
tance of a base of the Air Fr 
Systems Command, 
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* Tt was an oral report, given 
ite Lhe committee by Karth in 
.a-closed session. 


would be made public. 


that “the chairman (Brooks)}i the Kennedy administration. 
‘decided there was no need” for 
full-scale public hearmgs. 
ASKS NEW PROBE 
Such hearings now are being 
‘sought by Michigan Rep. Ger-; 
‘ald R. Ford, House Republican! 
leader, in the wake of spectacu- 
jar: UFO sightings near Ann: 
Arbor and Dexter in recent 
days. 
In response to Ford, Rep. 
Mende} Rivers has asked Air 
Force experts to appear Tues- 


time. 
REASONS FOR SILENCE 


inquiry. 


Armed Services Committee of 
which he is chairman. But the cret e 
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South Carolina Democrat would|ducted by the Defense Depart- 
not say if their testimony later/ment, the Central Intelligence 


The Karth inquiry took place 
“The result, said Karth, wagltt the summer of 1961, early 


As he remembers it, he was 
asked by Brooks to conduct the 
inveoligation because of a surge 
in UFO sighting reports at that 


Karth, interviewed in his Cap- 
itol Hill office, gave two rea- 
jsons for the secretiveness of hisiasked not io be named. 


One was that members of the'a)) the people who think they’ve 
space committee, who have ac- 
cess lo classified information, 
were curious about the possi- 
day gt a closed session of theybility that UFO reports might 
have some relationship to se- 
erimentation heing con- 


{| Brooks asked him to look inte 
Qithe UFO affair in 1961. 


( 
€ 
§'Patterson Field, at Dayton, Ohio, jf 
Alto do the preliminary legworkjt 
I 


Bf) UFO reports across the country. | t} 
g|The unit vow is known as Proj-|4 
ect Blue Book. D 


Bjington, he and Karth scheduled| , 


m While Karth refers to it as a 
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secret House Hearing Scoffed at UFOs in 1961 


hearing, it actually was a ser- 
jes of conferences in his office 
between himself and Air Force 
officials. Witnesses were not 
sworn and no records were kept! 
of the questions or answers. 

Karth says he cannot recall 


Agency or the Atomic Eaergy 
Commission. 

But the overriding reason was 
the “kook” aspect. 

Karth, Brooks and top’ staff 
people on the space committee 
frankly feared that public hear- 
ings on the UFO mystery weuld 
be an irresistible magnet for 
“all the kooks in the country.” 

“On one side of the argument 
would be the Air Force wit- 
nesses,” said a lawmaker who 


officials to whem he talked, al- 
though he is sure they were the 
available “experts” at that 
time. — : 

Tt was a one-man inquiry; no 
other space committee mem- 
bers served on it, Karth said. 
But he is certain of the con- 
clusion he reached and which 
was reported to and confirmed 
by the full committee: 
“Our conclusion was - that 
these so-called ‘unnatural phe- 
nomena’ have natural explana-| 
tions. Nothing to get excited 


“On the other side would be 


seen little green men on their 
lawns and who hold conversa- 
tions with them at midnight. 

“The hearing would be a 
shambles, a circus.” 


STUDIED ENGINEERING 


18,000 sightings 


lucination.” 


of trickin, 


ineidents unexplained by theling they see something ne 
Sir Force oul of more than|they really don't~especially a! 


since 


Karth pot it this way: “The 
Air Force people say they can 
hardly be expected to explain’ 
the names of the Air Foreelsomething that may be a hal’ 
3 


|’ The mind, he said, has a‘way 


said, can be ignited by an elec- 
tronic beam, say the radar of 


an overhead airplane. 


night. , 
ae “and there is such a thing 


as marsh gas~and it can ig: 


Inite and look like something for taking UFOs seriously. 


near Deater. © 


To Michigan's Rep. Ford, the 
Karth hearings of 1961 are one 
of the reasons why a full-scale 
congressional inquiry is needed 
to shed factual light on UFOs. 
complained he has been ee 
aed to" ridicule”? from) gs HYPNOSts 


newshapers and commentators 


and Astro-]j 


his request for a UFO he 
on grounds that it js aw 
handled by the Air Force 
therefore not in the commb 
jurisdiction. 

“The committee didi’t 
the jurisdiction issue five 
ago when ibe Karth inquiry 
held,” Ford observed, 


See atabtog @ Reams and Phobleg 


Stop Drinking @ Sp 


ltangible,” he suid, referring to] “y5. ig unhappy that Rep. irae bre 
ithe Air Force explanation forlGeorge P. Muller, Californial@ Aterges © pater ay 
the UFO sightings at a swaipp|Democral and present chais-| DETROIT HYPHOSIS 


about.” . 
As for more than 650 UFO 


Karth is a four-term con, 
gressman from St. Paul and sec- 
ond-ranking Democrat on the|- 
Science and Astronautics Com- 
mittee. He studied engineering 
in college and was an AFL-CIO 
official before entering politics. 
He was just beginning hig third 
year on Caprial Hill when 


A veterun staff consultant tol, 
the committee, Richard P.) 
Hines, was dispatched to Wright- 


for Karth. That is Air Force 


headquarters for evaluating 


NO RECORDS KEPT fi 
When Hines returned to Wash- 


B|Karth’s hearing. But it was a 
ai strictly informal affair. 


Taser n 


aT) Pp ig 


A pocket of swamp 


ek 


“EXTRA DOLLARS this week 


MONUMENTAL ‘PRE-EASTER APPLIANCE 


SHINGTON, Ar 
-A secret investigat 
unidentified flying o 
. (UFOS) was conducte 
years ago by the Hogs 
ence and Astronautigg 
mittee. a 


The results never wi 
public. in 
No printed record 7 
“hearing” was made dad 
are no secretaria] minutes 
But according to {ke 
who conducted the qr 


“Those Fantastic?! 
Saucers,” the first af 
articles by Jean Rbai 
is in the Passing Suey 
tion (Section H) jeda 


en 


Rep, Joseph E, Karthy N 
sota Democrat: a 

“T am absolutely ‘Sonv 
there ate na objects vi 
earth from other planets. 

“T am also convinced 
people are not seeing thi 
sults of any exotic rest 
work bearing a top-secret | 

“T was convinced then 
Tam now.” 

“ WEARD SPECIALISTS 

The convincing of Karth 
done by Air Force specié 
on UFO- manifestations, 
Force sepresentatives were 
only witnesses he interrogé 
Karth said. 

Karth said he made “a 
report” to the committee cl 
man, the late Rep. Ove 
Brooks, Louisiana Democrat 

Brooks requested Karth 
give the report to the full ¢ 
mittee. 

“and that’s what I did,” 
told The Detroit News. 


(Concluded om Page 8A) 
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These ‘hlyiag Saucers’... 


" 


Bites Nove: vide 


i 


ew Hanipshire Si 


‘Une myloice of eraits hear 


, Kaeter began at one o'chak ait 
fae thd os 4 uccha abacd 


Geo (enn utibied fis day 


beste) by Mbeckley Ss. Gidisiu, Gene F Barta dr 


Made lee Coulee of bike ee 


: s Upan Gil wule dvaen Up by the 
fag apse Weihingdia ue 


Pali, 


WASLUISGION, oO OH 


ob. 


eae 


Onue 


SE Whe miste diipiesalie wighi- 


lege of @t Uiddbeatified Firing “widled she was tus Npat to 
Steucrd hear 


Vifest (uray 


Becikcr, WOW faut September. 
As Vatieled. it was an eatend- 
td vlose-tia ebedivathus of w 
ghted Gbiet that was Luise 
fese hd vl te the wiutd 


Revere) pes a2 éveaicubly 
Served te ite 


Wig bwu pollcecien, ab vue t 


‘bhe (uietuslon 
Inde Bovk -the maine uf 
Ala Fotugs UFO Lube thet 
Lesitiea Ut Ebadl verdicts 
TAU go Hat tee 
Hasupcbhdie weichers sau 


Tila bblsiwe, do of bhewe) the 
Wilh wae Cuice Aly Force gt- 


feud caydehdoae anes 
Gviail tusks ovilat 


bee! 


ob 


of theta. tucid- 


Lae 


ub Broteci 


ie 
an- 
ti 
Now 


lowe 


i 


the dering of Jest Sept a 
Shen Bacies Pullce Oifiees Eu- 
30. Ce uas~ 
fig dan his pollee lar, calue 


éide of the ruad and ja it aa 
Nyulerical womait, Sts accusd- 
hug to the office's report ta 
Vhe Uivestisallve officer from 
Peas? Aur Force Bese, WOH. 


chive.” She stated @ tbzht had, 
beein fallowing her Sud had 
sludbed over her cm.” The of: 
flee wigyd with her ubont 15 
Wiluules oust to reassure har 
Saw Loilig and depatted tas 
Uke poliee station, 

HERE He FOUN TD Sova 
Jo Miiscarels, WB. of Exeter; 
Sho hed cos to the station 
to tai] oF hus eaperleuce while 
& few wutlex cut of Exeter He 
bald eaieching big with dezzi- 
fig. fhhhie ree lwhts had 
Beituicd Boving Just shave 
twectons. lt tad iuecd 
taties dowly teed bla. He 
hed Juiped tts te dich fer 
| wey Thes tie tite hed digs 
Sibu 

Oiiker Meiband tosis bius- 


tibet growed. Te tevin the Cello Sil hha fu ha pated 
aun 2 ero lo “40 and they returned lo the 
Giotwabiay wud ciciliag audi Peld whee Muscatello lad had 


uiada, 


hits waning experderuice “They 
bet wot cut oz Ute car and 
walked into the tied, Bert and 
Micving oo Uasalight at ils 
volot Gacy Ber aud’s least 
Ww ae Caabubiirty 
Besse Ak 


fost 6 Grou of five kelght vag ~ 


Mglits Casue trou belutud oa 
Bef0up of ces acar us Thivy 
Wete tatremely laisht gind 
Mashed ove at a tine. 


“Al our flue they cane ‘e 
che I helt ty the aisand and 
wiatted to diaw nay gus, The 
Hable weve we bright ¥ was wil. 
able to ashe out cuy fur “a, 

“There was to ssid as vt- 
Braiiva but the fariy able 
were woset din the sien und 
Radhing « les of use. Whew 
Mod Hahis alaried esining ear 
6a agald Mascaidlo aud bran 
fev tha car... 


“Et yadised Patuluua David 
Hunt the duled tn « few 
julnntes He glee obser veal the 
Vights which were SUE oves te 
fleld at an estimated altitude 
of AOU feet and dingy dixap- 
bred in the distanee wt the 
fede alitude The lights were 
WWeys ti uw ai sbuue ao de- 
Gree due Wien the obpert 
Hevea the lowes Ugnia were al+ 
Maye lorweid of the otheta”? 

ia Uda chase the Ale Force, 
Whack geuzinlily  appeats to 
hauz back Siow ucts Ives 
walling OF UFO reposts, did da 
Suute liiveativatiig Tt Jnter- 
Viswed Ue sightergy and Neigh 

ak. 

The Pesos Abs Officer, who 
headed thls local india y 
Bice aud who, by the Bay, was 


a Coliwad pile, made iis 


thidhag : 


“AY 1Hi8 Visi have been 
Maiolibly by gislve at o uubabls 


, Cabee OF this 


| We two patrulnien 


suhing. ‘Phe 

three obbeiers seca tis be eta- 
' ble, reliable persons Bapecially 
I viewed 
“the area of the olxithig and 


“Pretminery analy aig Yee 
veals object uot cuplalastle ta 
feuveutiveal eras Object 
Sedied reduction tn farce 
Coe wall fom two aad bibe- 


+ Found norbtiag by the wex thu, Ball esab to coe tea cat. 


Peeuld be the btobable cause, 
: Pease AFM had five Btl alr. 
cial itytng ty the area dutty 
Tuhts period but do not brheve 
they hag any Ganhectlun with 
| Gos slaty * 

i. However, Project Blue Youk 
4 lista low -flying Biuplanea as 
: Brobenly Tesponaible Jor tis 


ksvler slahilng, Maj}. Hector 
Quiiteuilia in Charge of wus 
Bagh, siebes Hat the gu, Air 
Puce Sac (Su dba Aly Couns 
Weds group gt Westover Ale 
Moree Bi ab. 


culled + big Blast”. ot the thie. 
He autd be bellewes the Keeter 
“people were hwokiig st low 


‘Fie effect of « DFO oa ant. 
reported fa a 
Kew Yurk State Case about 


eveib. An Latestivaling officer 
feo he Hiagae Falls Air 
Farce Bast, CA ioy on the 
slebting of « low-down UFo 
hear Cheasy Cyvek, NY, on 
Aug. 19, wuld: 


| 


| 


| Moar 


Bilarbed belt ty theld, Caused 
aig ig bark.” This vdgbtiag, 
by the way. & exe of the very 
few Ghat Fiutect Blue Book 
baw waked “euldentilled.” 


The Facter UFO Woduced @ 
fahiy taiaitiar charge naga 
ly thet the abr Folee sozght 
(O suppress news of Ue alght- 
fag. In tht Indtatice the charge 
came from Reyiaund Fowler 
Of Wenhani, Mas; , head of a 
local area NICAP sroup, who 
wenk to Ihe scene to favesti- 
kate for NICAP The 1 r 
stands for Natlonal Livestiga- 
Comuditee on Agrial 
Phtnoniena, the Unofficial but 
Teapensible | Waslunetou or 
kanlzation. The Fowler charges 
we it the files of Blue Book 
aud of NICAP. 


Forlland, Maina, Evening Expr asa, Wediasday, dai. 19, 


ghting One Of Most F rightenit 


FOWLER TALKED witha wits 
Nessa Old others and sald ha 
Was tld that Pease AFR uf. 
teers had asked the police and 
& local newouduer com espou- 
dent nut te mention the sight. 
fines The lege Bas put to 
the poliew on the gretnd peu- 
Ble would be alarmed If told 
the facts tt is stated 

Mas Oumtania  mteiaied 
Of ihls chance. sald that *t 
would tiot allow any anppicss 
slow of news” However It +f 
tit Mupresslon ln Washtugtan 
that offices a good dal hiaber 
than Mal  Quistantila woald 
ut exert Uherasetves 10 Preven’ 
NeWS-allbpi esalon of UFO wlght- 
loas 

The Haverhill (fess) Ga. 
wile wrote au edita, lal on 
tits UFO ti the belahburheed, 
fo whlch ft sald: “gq Widny 
Rave reported Sestos Ih tte 
Esefer UPO\ aid thele dee 
seriptlons be a closely thai, 
Unless they hase banded o- 
kether in oie large hoax, thelr 
viek Thust be glven eee 


sid. 


dince * 


i 


ay 
a) 


kuerdh'e NOER: able ds 
bbw pected of & iia Lhd 
UP. Cddeailied dylaig ob- 
desist ty Bulbkey 6. Guitfii, 
Gucculive otter od (he bv 
bis Eupicses Wavhiitigiaa Ba- 
wise He weeds the slovies aifi- 
Ye vindilos tue Uk GO cite of 
the tho. Abe rere 


By BULBLRY Ghiy e ie 

WaAGHINGION, DC. Ha 
Gesich tubs the mater of the 
Uuidentiiisd Flying Objects 
(UPOs), the United Bieler Air 
Fuice and the public, peocives 
Dita help fia a report 
fuiubhed by Ue Galahusia 
jollanut of Pubile Ssfeiy. 
M3 outmiicifee LNG nites ges 
desiit, wlih UPG  eighthigs 
flat pasted owes Le Oklalowe 
Higlway Puliol aitwork in the 
period July B-Aug 5. 


A St veW of thls infuris- 
tas Teveuls Ue larie usaber 
GF sightinas aud tie wlio Lug - 
tr uiuber of wituicazes of thisce 
elultliys,, wid Male souie radar 
Oo by the Airy Puree It 
CG WHR A Beta 
whtcilhar lo thie wtghtings Ly 
ee a Bocce end Frayed 


howe Pl ying Suucers’ 


Highway Patrol Report Fire 


Hie Book, the latter the name 
fur the Al Poice tivéatigatioa 
of UFOs 

At 3.90 pua. Aug 2. Pruyect 
Bie Book issued a statement 
aostndig lo @axplaia Ue eval- 
wnohe of UFO sightings thar 
had hit Uke Southwest —- bat 
probally had hh Oklhoma 
the heaiiece-. ,terling July 31 

Therefuie, this nitlele will 
eek to hit the high points of 
the alglitings reported on tie 
Olilahoinu Highway Patrol uet- 
work bsplnuing wilh July 31, 
up t the issuance of the Pro- 
deci Blue Bouk explanation. 


VHE FIBSY REPORT on the 
telelype cae ihe early wicin- 
dug of July 31. A Wynnewood, 
Okla. pullee officer, outa 
Slkes, reposted a UFO Tae 
aadar at Tinker Air Force Bese 
lovated the ubject A lie lat- 
er, coilinud the Uisghway Pa- 
terol reporl, “Calowell Arr Pores 
Bare thurt Worth. Texad aliicd 
shicly fader at the maiae loca- 
thea iid calue up With the sie 
fia as Tinker” Boil ‘Tinker 
aud Carswell followed the ob- 
Jeck, which ouce dlsasip wred 
and (len ieappiaied. ror 
fect tlic. Luter Guat day an 
Assctinted Fieig dispalch lui 


Oklahotie Clty slated flatly 
Uhat Tinker and Curswel] both 
had ihe Ta on radar. * 

The pest mglit saw the URD 
reparty cruwdiny the Uighway 
Patrot tchlype. Bone etuta- 
Uons Of Inessares Will Le piven, 

At 919 pm. the Highway 
Patiol towes sent out 1his raes- 
aake, “Sinte 8 pia the tuwer 
digs recelsed lia the neighber 
hood Gf 25 to 30 visual sight- 
Inge, uieny by police ollicere 
and highweéy patrol iuopers 
of various unidentified fying 
objects frum the Purcell Avea 
north Wau the Norman area to 
Chaudlér and bark through 
Mecker and Shaanee. 


*(WHREE SHAWNEE afficere 
and their capiain have four of 
the objects to olghe at this thie, 
also mother has cigpped up 
from the south of Tecumsch 
aud is apparently qolng w fly 
direclly urer Ghawiser 

“Phe sighttigs vary froin one 
tw four of the objects at varl- 
Sus Uhaes blaring in a edd 
tulur and varying to a while 
and blue juster. i 

“Shawnie repos the objects 
bec tu ba flying Tour to a 
fOoatioa ty a diauiand-typs 
formation. Custlag bas peport- 


ed four of the abqeets Okla 
homa Highway Putiel Unie 30 
aid 40 have alot mage visual 
sivhitings Reports have come 
from ' Uaree ) fidividuals”. 
Names of twu civilians are gty- 
en. Uiird was a police Gificer 
fom Tulsa, not named 


“JISHER Al FURTE Base 
has tad from one to four of 
iia au radar et @ time. aud 
they advise they aze fying very 
high, ab apicoalmately 22,600 
feel. whiah queus to caluclde 
with the visual sightinga, al} 
of whith ay ‘very high Mying 
objects’, 

Other reports cane tn tia 
nlght Gf Aug 1. The sherlff's 
office st Chandler reported 
teo UNDs Two individuals — 
natues glven -— apoited a URO 
between Novaian snd Purcell. 
“Tinker AYB looking at it~ or 
alteaapuns lo do se at this ime 
wlth raday — Wichita Falls, 
Tex. alg notified to look”. 
Another UFO was scan pear 
Purgan, and sighter’s name and 
addreas given. 

“Aldiouah there were nuaicr- 
Gus siher repaits frag: other 
Souices which did not reach 
Ue patrol. those above were 
all of the reporis wich moved 


Portland, Mains, Evening Esprets, Tucadsy, Jan 18, 196d 


on the highway paiial wire ca 
Augitst Ist db fa slated In the 
piuMnaly fom the Depaitiuent 
of Public Malcty. On Aug 2 the 
telelype canitd its fist UFO 
report of that day at % pia 
levaiding a sighitinw at 12°56 
pla. ntar Cishhg Olen 1e- 
Borts followed Lbruugh the aft- 
ernoun and night 

All this from just Gae slotes 
hlahway patrol teletype. 

At 3:40 pm. on Aus. 2. Mal. 
Hecior Quintanilla, fi charge 
of Project Blue Book. tasucd 
the following steeloent: 


“INEHIAL STUDY of the 
lepers Unig far sicedved by the 
Ale Forca fruivetes that the 
Gbearvallius Were ast anouleal 
In matue. The objects Livat 
Ukely observed weie the plan- 
et Jupiler and the lara Rizal, 
Capella, Betelacus, or Al-deb- 
aran, which are clearly vloible 
in the géateiu sky. The (Lue uf 
reporled slightings, Ihe actauith 
and elevation of the ieported 
aightings supparta tts cou- 
Clialan, in additten. vil Audgtiat 
Yst and dnd the teniperature 
Uiaitbution and varying whit 
apteds Gblarived over Lag Give 
Plains, fruds nother Tesda 
We Wsdislig, were favorable fur 


the phentwicuen, koown ee 
seintistloa Gows of the te- 
portk were the aquarli meleoy 
showers ahich ccuir bebe 
26 July to 6 Aus. The metices 
ebproach, fio the southesal 
aud streal swiftly gcvuss the 
sky trathog sparks. ‘nee hes 
been fe confirtastivn that any 
Of the sightings repaled were 
Urscked oi radar.” 

This Ofticlal alaloccent we 
BERS too Cliscaticrindhs typ- 
lea) Of Air Force wealueia of 
UFO ieéporis. Firat, wo eeitiia 
sightiog te izuloned aud Jusb 
Shout every coutsivable reabpat 
for sscklig (0 eaplaly away 
fhe wtudllitude of aighiutes over 
eight stales Le included, 


Controversy Over 


Becoud, no jaduc dleQiNag as 
aduitted, ‘This is desig the 
Iighway  Patoul’s tepath Od 
Tinker and Carevell Als Rove 
Bases havinw 2 Ux on a July 
A oobliet, and Tider having 
a fx Gh up bo four objects the 
nisht of Aug 1-4; sod deapia 
tiallunal whe secelees repute 
Of these vedas piahttigs and 
of a Wichita Weathe, Staton 
ledar slebting of serau! UeGs. 


RADAR DOES NOY ph up 
stars aad planets, #s hus bee 
plated Further, covrovciwtiati: 


Of visual sightligs Ly a teder 
sighing -~ as the Gklatoga 
Hijiwey Patch Indlated on 
Che ovtasion We night of Aug. 
P ~- would alzengthen the er- 
buitbent Tut meme UrOa we 
veal aud unknown 

Boi thet Aww do atateieat 
fusca Project Bhie Book wes 
valvtdiatcly tlathed from a 
diftwenl angie by Lice 
Robeit Ritecr of the Gilabiouaa 
Gelume sod Ait Poundutiva 
Flatetowwa da Oblbuae Cag. 
To wiele @ UIP dlaypetint 

“dhat Piuject Blue bouik 
Stutcweiwt! fs aa far fou lie 
truth ws yuu emu get,” Risser 
sald ‘Guucbudy had made ou 
witsfake “Yhise stars aud plone 
ets are Oc We ueake sade of 
the tort bas klaus Cuy 
wt thle tie of year.” 


May. QUIN ANULA, ré- 
chilly weked about the cays 
weal of Dodie Rls. palit. 
ed cut the UFO weporta were 
sealing fh frou serciel etalue, 
aiid sutd tus Aug 2 Bi GUilLe- 
Went refened to Wyoalag 
where the stars hi qusstiva 
were Sisilic, He added the 
slutesnent duyled ts Oklativriay 
belwcea one gid four to the 
wid ing, 


L 


Vhase “Ely dey Sanco oo 


Air Force Explainings-Awa 


bmeioms Nut: Web 
ted bed 42 BD Gokes Sheed 
wus iad lidia diyty eb- 
feds) by lbulile, B. Gitta, 
ebb cwibvd ¢ dabiy uf die Byung 
Bagvued Wiciiigisn Boxee. 
Les weeds Che Movded after Vie~ 
Ring bio Vo clits uf tie 
Ud. Ady Wowca, 


WAHINGIGW, DC ‘The 
AL fice hentia of the ual- 
Ueuihied ttyl iets (UFOS 
tuntnuis lo be tnucthing of a 
wiyeicry. Ube peaabolent clidcay- 


pert Bypateit Aly Purce lack of 
[sulludledia —. @ytctally at high 
ively -. ty do & thorough job 
al Witecilimting slglthiaa 


hiv Aley'4H eS of the Ale 
Force Nivesilgativg did Couclu- 
ituna on eridectiid Nylay ou- 
dicta --- they call the enterprise 


Brojet Blus Bock — is at 
Iwi sate ~Reltergua Air Foile 
Bete near Dayton, Onio Ip 


Charge of Frojack Blue Book ts 
Ma). Vector Qalatanilla, 


ditcecuils ida wittts hes wade 


qe Pewileid, Muha, Besalay Eagevis, Monday, Jan. 17, 19bd 


aud curious Uain ever about 
thet: atiacge, ueuall) Hytted. 
objects In the ‘sky. The Afr 
Fuice and (it bupdened Pyaject 
Blut Book have often resarivd 
le the exprdleah OF Lnuping @ 
wader of sightings together 
~ Ot nating any particular 
xe — and fiauishing & ccner- 
elizéd catch-all explanauin. 


“Suls is whal te did respec- 
ting an cxuaasdinaty nurd- 
ber Of sightiies In the Souih- 
wast wtound the beginung of 
last AuguSl. ‘Khe very iaiabor 


ols to cabishe ali Ue Ubu tee mane Wills we Wright-Pat. lof he UPOs abd of the tight: 


Fighthiss ao wilidcaltivation of 
Gtulbury objects, such gy share 
aud ballutie Kas become us. 
Qwnopliuvas bs to rales gude- 
Meshes da (he valid of o gi ued- 
Ang simular Gf clllions 
G2 Urewe explatiailons coma lo 
Win gwuuter te bain lege gid 
COulON bee Kid hod 
with Ui < Tags fvay be 


Bours; 


Project Biue Bosk tad to tale 
with Biaj. Quintanilia, the aich- 
fect of Ue aulilare’s nal 
public vaidicts gn the rds. 


4 wulitluds of Urd sislitinns 


(kept the Aly Paice busy Us lig 
lo eaplati-aeay and bia zen- 


terse le bildy he Ales of [TS OF them shook gonie public! 


‘onfidsuce Uhcleabuute le both 
the Alr Porce’a knowledye of 
ihe subject and ta the good 
wlll: Gf ite explatiihigs-away 


EXTHACIS flume dipatrhie 


Mia Use desl dicen daoiliid WESieut cut at that Wane Ly the 


teu hatwinal the geivice. iD 
lédresh 


of the UFO performance. On 
Tuesday, Aug 3, The Kew York 
"Timea aad other 
Carried wn Ascoclaicd Press 
dispatch froin Oklahoma City, 
dated Aug 2 fb began: 

“Authoiiliin da Texas, New 
Rhieaico, GOklnhonia and Kutoas 
were dzhged Jest night 
eurly today ‘Aug. 2) by reposts 
vf unldentificd objects use 
flytug in the sky. 

“The Gedgwick County sher- 
{i's office at Wichtla, Kaisas 
sand the Weather Bureau had} 
tacked ‘weveral of thea at al-i 
Utudes of 6.000 to 9000 fret 


i 


"Tus Oblubome Highway 
jFatiul satd that “ainker Air 
jPorce Base hee (Oklahoma, 


jCliy) bad tracked four of the 
ublidmadfied flying obsects of 
tts radar seréen wt one tne, 
jeollmmading Uhelr allilude at 
about 22.000 fect A Tinker 
spokesman retused tO conti 


WeaAoes end Lrustdelor deny the reports of redarjand 


dered the public wwe coarcuala youd hve of thé maastleade observations 


PHOTOCOPY 
FROM 


R. FORD Lik 


Heispapetsithe AP dispatch 


aid) 


"q 


“Reports poured dn” trom 
21 clues end tuys. continued 
The 21 are 
named Seven ae listed fn Tex 
as, three la New Mextled, five 
th Owlshomea und alk in Kan- 
fas. 


THE UNSTED FHRESS Inter- 
vatluual, in a dispetch in the 
evenbig of Aug. 2. named eight 
stales. “Reports of sightings by 
tye poured a frog Kansas 
Texas, Oklahona, New Medico, 
Coluradu, South Dakota. Neb- 
raska and Wyuining. Oklahon- 
@is probably saw the musi.” 


Ii a depatch froin Gklshena 
City dated Aug. 4. the UPI de- 
elared thal “thousands of pei-) 
eos acess the nathwa’s miid-| 
lands wid Southscst again dase; 
night reported seelng aiyster- 


wus Hashhid. oo whiking anc 
Spatking Vheavmena ibat sped 
busietbiaes nly - deg ged} 


Of UE 
Deepens Me 


“the Aly koice Culiteada! 
Mipal of the slgitings were! 
probably stars e¢ planety . . 
Tt was the fourth consecutive 
night of GeO sightings 2. A 
ut of people took tasue With 
the €lv Foices cislia Oat Uiry 
wee lute or ylaiiels ” 


A can bE taiatiaied In pase- 
ing ibet vedar dues nok plek 
Up wlaré OF plnsi.ts 

Tn cue UPE dlspateli te to! 
Blaled Guay “Gilehouans pret 
ebly saw Une niet’ of three] 
og hUlige, “Chi Ghlahome oiwlit- 
ings thaieere paovide Gu iilu- 
wiinatlig enamyle of hua the 
Aw Poace deals with uke pal! 
Me in auch & aluation 


BY GUOD FORTUNE, coc 
dogs ace have to rely mally 
GU Newspaper Leyolls — buidie- 
UES Leeager, OF upon LHe AL. 
Pouce otalcineata Tie Doaid-| 


wcloss lhe sida 


Bicbt of Fubliy Gaiety af the 


the office af Cundgieanian Juhu 
deren Dr uf the Gitalowad 
City Conyresstonal Diatiici and 
te the Mathaial imvectigatiots, 
Cotonitttee un Ardal Phen | 
éua UUICAPD ty Wastiaglon @ 
suey OF tle lel dypa vee 
Dials sent bio tA Oblaliwsa 
Wiis Fabel Consaitra! 
tuts Newwurk Center July ol-| 
Ald. 5, fitau the Gasivas bigh- 
way Jeatiul licedqgueiturs 
the élate 

This valiable document! 
whl wus not observed tu fae 
Mle of Prumel Bh Hook will! 
be uliied tu ube ou tisure dG)! 
Ww lug alice deel With tie 


oven 


Hees Ueliavioe uf the ddr 
Pease Wuclbis tha UrGy and 
"the poblic 


_ tbbale Of Gkiahome hee ated Ww 


v4 Purtlaid, Maine, Evaning Expiess, Ssiurday, Jen. 22, 1966 


These “Flying Saucers’... 


-—y 


By GELRERY aur in 
thats af Ue aithliss 


WARING DON, DO —itilb 
be Ue aad oa of hall & duschi 
widths wit Mie unidenitficd 
flying cbjzcta (U&das, the Unl- 
tad Gintis Alr Fuuee, which his 
eb of Mideecoligathiy 
aud the public. 
Chishas reached lave 
Brsisted Ly two 


becu 
tetudiisdci, of tiie files uf 


wivie 


Bauer Blue Bosh Ue Ale 
urce imine ior its siwdy wad 
fis Fe dicta on DFG wtpuits. 


A HAIN CONi dUeiUN cua 
to briefly sated. IC te thet the 
&iy Force ie uusleading the 
public by lt couitnuing care- 
Polat Wo paduce end wabotetn 
Latiel that all sighihigs Goa ba 
callsincd @uay a6 tishbowtifi- 
esas 6f fowler sbyeuts. suck 


SVi dence fin 


be Lsllvons, alars anid atrerafi. 
The luglée) gowuupites, 
backed by Wiuch Uh cudiental 
Gvideaire, ww that the Aly Purce 
ig dciitesately mishedutg thi 
pabilc 

hae tlds catapaigit the Aly 
Puce. backed by neriial pub- 
He respeet for the gallitary end 
fur authoritative stateuntuts. 
Gnd elso mbaisied by the ua- 
tural Taian dlaticlnaion to 
Vhiak bucwiaonly wo to be 
laushed el. haa Owen lavecly 
suvivistul, 

Huwever, Una Ale Force eue- 
waa in have the publlc be- 
Heve what i wahia it to Laluve 
reapecting UlAGs la sieadily and 
Gensploudusly Iwaielug. Adore 
and wie abapthchi be baings 
Voie in weWepepeia ond by 
Gill fis. 


RNGMWEK Cael cariciualisa 


icates 


oor 


ja Una) uo daasgatic aud Uher- 
Gugh elfo.i to favesligate tise 
wnljentfled fying object phe- 
demeiien le Lelng aiade by the 
Aw Foice ur ever liva been 
wade ty tt. And this chore 
halds Wue mespectiig way vller 
EWsTnisnt Ageney and rea- 
Becllig whet hes been Weimed 
the nsttou’s ccizwiifle eonuau- 
filty. 

Reasons for tha perervering 
Aly Pores pecieswoncs are uni- 
knowa (6 the public. In the 
HecileUay suv af the followbeg 
three ives bs Cuduioily sd- 
vanced: the Air Farce fears na~ 
Aosta) parle 2 the truth ebout 
ibe UFOs were tld. the Air 
Force feale it ts stuck with ite 
alury, or the Abr Force |e gi- 
Tented by the Cewisal Liateil- 
@ence Agensy. 

The flrot alleged rapa, how- 
aver 


AF 


intalligewce of cur citaens, bi 
Gag that hue bey ieard af the 
Capital uff amt om for ap- 
Broschliag 26 years. Bowe spet- 
late it may be the iegnoa the 
Air Foica hes alven ts the 
chairmen of the two congizs- 
sional space conmialilers li ile 
wnderaiocd endeavor to hold 
afl & congiaaaional tivestiga- 
thon of the UFO subjecl 


What la the truth about the 
Urdu? Ie is quite pussibie Uist 
0 Obe OG this earth knows, 


A VETERAN New England 
congieastoual Kader, lo wes 
La @ paaltion to iasow, lald this 
writer that the Air Porce didn't 
know what they wre. Otficisle 
of the Central Intelligeucs 
Agency ought tw know if any- 
@ae docs. yet a fosaier head of 
ihe CYA, Aua-R H. Hillenkoot- 


PHOTOCOPY 


isleading 


ublic O 


les, atlusued lial! @ Howe years 
ayo thel be did not & 
the Air Porce cxplainings-awa 
but he did not hidkete he 
tlisushi i kuows the uth of 
the matier. 


An intiessing mujaber of good 
theervers hold that a suable 
BHuiGilty of the adaitings —~ 
irany sightings preaunably are 
talndentifnaticns — reyesent 
something new and unknown. 
A latgé uuinber of Unise oboe v= 
@is, who hichude veteran pilgda, 
veduy opsialorva, alr raffle gaai- 
bollers, teachers, soli ciniicis 
Bnu oiber experis. hatd that 
the Uiknows UrOs are extia- 
fersestrial, 


TO ALL THs Air Fores of- 
ficlals can aud do feapoud that 
rot & dingle. tangible bit of evi- 
wence ach UFO has 


bean found ‘The te a mislity 
Aroag Grgdubant, the stroligied 
erguaent of ibe sa-called ex- 
plamere-awey. 


mn UFOs 


Yet to aa gogmealung Huaabe, 
Of cosupetent Gheervery the que 
Gene Biuwe bonged Uial busle 
of the UFOs wre veal aia really 
Usliiewi Gy vely thay tia 
fecatlve Mahilish Cant be ea- 
plained away, is sald 

“Prom the United States 
rom Aigeatlng, Usliguay, Mus- 
Uagal, Fiance. Abtarctica gatd 
Austialin from four cuatus- 
eals: have cumue the rash of 
reports of alghtinigs aC inidea- 
‘ied flying chlects UROw. 
The eighties have Ke ‘| 
icet nuuicrous alice 1957." Bo 
tuner leed & United Poesy he~ 
tervietions! dispatel, lust Au- 
wast 

Flvot and last, few preousine 
ebly will chaflenge @ conclusion 
thet the mystery and the prob- 
lea of the unidcutified fying 
ebject vemein whith this world. 


AND 45 FOR THE Asi 
WOME, whl its tibeiave cam 
Watan to cablali - away every 
UFO statitleg. it nugine Maten 
to Uhe iecent advice Of 2 veler- 
an astvoucier Dr 1. Mt Levit, 
Buecwir of the Peis Plancturi- 
bin, Franklin Instlute, Phila~ 
@elphia, sald: 


“Tt would be weil If Gur Piol- 
eck Blus Wook ofticials were 
giaiply to Gidea thet aiglit- 
iggs a Iuinorhly of Cased cou~ 
not be explained. It would clear 
the ali of @ yacat deal of usla- 
Viedtvolanding end mebsiuct of 
tids group by Ube lnesliigent 
Jaymes and cbeuvery who have 
aten objécle In the wky ” 


ANN ARBOR (AP) — As re- 
ports of unidentified flying ob- 
jects mountedt in southeastern 
Michigan today the United 
States Air Force begam an in- 
vestigation of the meny sight- 
ings. 

pr, J. Allen Hynek, a North- 
western University astrophysi- 
cist and UFO project consult- 


ant, was asked to visit the Ann J 


Arbor area and investigate re- 
ports of strange, glowing objects 
in the night skies. 

The Unidemuified ius Ub- 
jects Office at Wright-Patterson 
AFB at Dayton, Ohiv, asked 

. Hynek to investigate Tues- 


day. Maj. intanilla, 


project officer, said Dr. Hynek | 


would conduct interviews and 
| assist officials at Selfridge AFB, 
Mt. Clemens, in gathering 
information: 


Quintanilla emphasized his § 


knowledge of the Michigan | 


sightings “is extremely limited 
at this time.’? But he gaid noth- 
ing he has heard indicates 

of ‘‘extraterestial objeets’’ any 
more than numerous other re- 
ports the office has checked in 
_ the past 18 years. 

Sightings were reported three 
times within a week in the Ann 
Arbor area aud the nearby town 
of Dexter. 

The last sighting Sunday 
night brought hundreds of per- 
sons, many with cameras and 
binoculars, to the area Monday 
night. No sightings were 

ut 65 miles soutby 
rbor, at Hillsda 
ollege coeds wate 
ject several hours. 


dale Coun- 
‘lying ob 


ject he observec 
dale Monday nis 
itely ty 


Photo Adds New Wrinkle to Saucers 


\OUGLAS BRADFORD that they saw the strange glow-;| The object in the picturejcan account for the fact tt 
3) ‘y./ing object ting in the sky|doesn’t seem to h f ie h b 

. ; : -_+4,,/ing objects cavorting in the sky e have much ma-jthe thing they saw was bri 
While Air Force officials and that the dark area on the|terial substance, land shiny wien flashing color 


prowled through the eal represents one of them.| Neither Paul nor his mother|lights while the camera 


tryside looking. for some 
sign of the strange night 
visitors that have been zip- 
ping through southeastern 
Michigan ‘skies, a’ Monroe 
area boy came up with what 
he said was a picture of 
lone. “3 
Paul Richwine,. 16, who lives 
lin Woodland Beach, three miles 
Hnorth. of Monroe, produced a 
piece of film with a blob on it 
that he says his camera “saw” 
when he pointed it at a “flying 
saucer” over his home. Friday 
night. : 
- Detroit News photographers 
say the blob could be due to a 
wrinkle in the film. 

But Paul and his mother, Mrs. 
Mariannice Richwine,. insist 


This is what Paul Richwine’s camera saw when 
he pointed it at the unidentified flying object. 


ABO 2A /8ee 


f 


corded a dark smear. 

Paul said his Argus F100 w 
on time exposure at {2.8 a 
was loaded with fast film wh. 
the took the picture at abo 
11:30 p.m. Friday. 

The News photographers co 
ceded that the darkness in tt 
picture “might” be the indic 
tion of something moving qui 
swiftly on a time exposure, ¢ 
the bieb could be a water spc 
on the negative or a wrinkle i 
the film. 

Mrs. Richwine said the ot 
|ject’s appearance was precede 
by four glowing shapes abou 
10:30 p.m. Friday, She saw 
ithem from her front window 
she said. 


| See SAUCER—Page 124 
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BOR, Mich. (AP)—A 
ieputy sheriff said an 
i flying object sight- 
suthern Michigan last 
trapped—on film— 
another UFO was 
asterday. 
sheriff David Fitzpat- 
shtenaw (Ann Arbor) 
ok the photographs 
' camera roughly the 
aan’s two forefingers 
er. 
ere delayed because 
'm had to be sent to 
s, N.Y., for develop- 


sighting of an un- 
flying object near 
ich., came from both 
frs. Robert Nichols, 
across Michigan’s 
ower Peninsula near 
They said it flew 
highway ahead of 


ess International 


The two unidentified objects photographed over Dexter, Mich. 


tinct steaks o. 
sky high above 
leading into Milan. 
the obj 
photographs blown up 
inches from the tiny ili, 

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, 
western University a: 
cist, was sent here b: 
Force to investigate 
reports, 

He has scheduled an 
ference in Detroit toda 
cuss his probe. 

Meanwhile, reports o. 
tified flying objects mov 
into Ohio today. A far 
lives near Upper Sanc 
Northwestern Ohio told 
deputies that an object 
“like a top” or a “Ch 
tree upside down” hover 
a wooded area on his p 
early today. 


nore than 150 to 200jround circle glowing red on thejreported sightings in the Ann ight in graceful swoops which| Deputies were called 

|inside and white on the outside.”’|Arbor area in the last 10 days. jhe and Sheriffs Sgt. N. K.jfarm three times, but th: 
24, said the object) Nichols’ description fits | Fitzpatrick, however, said the/Schneider observed from about/er said the object, with li 
bout half the size of/roughly that given by several ofjtwo objects he photographed)4a.m to 7 a.m. March 16, its outer edges, disap 
abile and was ‘“‘almore than a score who have|gave off a brilliant yellow-white| The photographs show two }each time before they arri 
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ee 


A Mysterious : 
Havered in 3 


ANN ARBOR, Mich. 
21 (UPI)—At teast i0 
ineluding 12 policemen, 
day that they 
flying object guarded 
sister ships Jand in a 
neay here Sunday night 

ccriptions of the u 
fied flying objects tallie 
ly. A patrolman, Robert 
will, said he and other rr 
of the area saw sinila 
before dawn last Mond 
Wednesday. : 

In Washington, the Ai: 
said it knew nothing 


reports. The Air Force’s 


gan headquarters in 
Creek would not commen 
Two persons who : 
through the 300-acre swa 
day and looked for tra 
the craft found nothin 


marsh grass, 


muck. 

However, the two j 
reportedly were clo 
object, Frank Mannor, 47 
old, and his son, Ronald, L 
it did not appear to touc 
ground but sat on a base < 

Fredrick B, Davids, sta 
lice commissioner, who 
jpead of civil defense for i 
gan, opened an investig 

“T used to discount the: 
ports teo but now J’m n 
sure,” he said. 

Mr. Mannor and hi 
they had run to w 
vards of the object. Mr. M: 
Said we 
a football 

eth of a car with i 

ow” hue and a pitted 
“ike coral tv 

It hag a blue 
end and a shite 
other, ae sald. 

They re pulsatir 
Sie at ee jooked Ul 

a little halo around it, 
said; 

Other with 

but 


net tiey foFadden. 1 
County sheriff 
and deputy Da 
object 
Abont th 
the Mannors ¢ 
taken off, 

Officer Huw 
ther unidentified 
d hos 

the 


the 

che 

unidentified flying abjects, 

which so many people have 

ghted in so many places, 
are real. 

There are, of course, UFO 
buffs who seem to want to 
believe erything and dis- 

unt lanations, 

Air cials as- 

‘heck up on these 

em 50 bored and 

1 that many people 

impression that 

they think public would 

nanie if all the facts were 
brought into the open, 

net leaye the seareh 

lar more knowledge to those 

who tend to accept every. 

thing uneritically or te those 

who tend to dism every 

UFO as ridieulous. 
The time has come for the 
t or Congress to 


mame an objective and re- 


spected panel to investigate, 


appraise and report on all 
i nt and future evidence 
about what is going on. 
Gast week, more than 100 
persons (some of them 


trained observers) reported 
seeing “flying saucers” in 
seven states, from Maine to 
Texas to Colorado. 

Last year, project Blue 
Book, the small Air Force 
unit created to keep tabs on 
th things, ¥ ed 886 re- 

rts of UFO sightings. 

During the last two years, 
the National Investigations 
Committee on Aerial Phe- 
nomena, a private group 
headed by a retired Naval 
Academy Marine Corps pilot, 
received 3000 such reports. 

During the past ten years, 
the NICAP received some 
8000 reports and says that 
1600 of them “ pretty 
substantiat and unex- 
plained.” 

The Air Foree totals 10.147 
UFO reports and states that 
646 of them remain unex- 
plained by provable natural 
phenomena. 


MAYBE ALL OF these re- 
ported sightings are whimsi- 
eal, imaginary or unreal, But 
we need a more credible and 
detached appraisal of the 
evidence than we are getting. 


‘trustworthy 


gent life on other 
Many scientists thi: 
planets 
such li 
know, 

One fact abeut 
gives m 
been no really 
of creatures belng 
ting off landed saw 
yenture from one n. 
another involves gre 
leetual guriosity and 
think it almost im 
fox someone trom 
space, once here, ih 
that curiosity. Le 
of not trying to make 
al contact with Zarth 

Conceivably, we hay 
seeing only preliminz 
manned orbitings 
Earth precisely contra 
great disiances. But w 
know. 

We need to get all tk 
drawn together in one 
and examined far mo 
jeetively than anyon 
done so far. A stable 
opinion will come f{ 
look at 


evidence, not from bel 


Maybe there is no intelli-. ¢ fogs, puplishors Newspaner Sy 


By Howard Simons 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


| «6s Firm believers that 

| unidentified flying objects 

# are for real and from a far- 
off supercivilization met the 
press yesterday amid a tor- 
rent of reports about new 
objects being sighted every- 
where, U.S.A. 


The believers repeatedly 


charged the Air Force with 
deliberately hiding the 
truth, which if it were 
known “would bring forth 
one of the greatest stories 
of the century.” 

The believers also “fully 
packed” Rep. Gerald Ford 
(R-Mich.) who wants a Con- 
gressional investigation of 
unidentified objects which 
have lately plagued his 
home state. 

But most of all, the be- 
lievers want to be believed 
and loved. 

“We want tthe Air Force 
merely to end its secrecy on 
sightings and stop ridiculing 
competent witnesses,” said 
retired Marine Corps Major 
Donald E. Keyhoe, a UFO 
skeptic until his conversion. 

Keyhoe now is director of 
the National Investigations 
Committee on Aerial Phen- 
omena, an organization 


whose major aims to eva- 
luate all UFO sightings; get 
the Air Force to own up to 
the “truth,” and to expose 
UFO charlatans who keep 
seeing “little green men.’ 

Keyhoe and his. col- 
leagues, including scienists, 
engineers, military per- 
sonnel and pil 
thought of 
men.” ‘ 

Had a visitor from afar 
ever set foot on the earth? 
The serious students of 
UFOs were asked. 

There was only one case 
suggesting so, said Commit- 
tee staff member and for- 


s, scorn the 
“little 


green 


mer newsman Donald Berli-: 


ner. It happened in April 
1964 near Socorro, N.M., 
where police officers saw 
“two small suited occu- 
pants” get out of a UFO. 

“They were small and 
suited,” noted a reporter. 
“How could you be sure 
they were not green?” 

“We have no reason to be- 
lieve they were green,” wry- 
ly quipped Berliner. _ 

The Committee’s case for 
believing that UFOs are for 
real was put to the press by 
Keyhoe. It amounted to an 
argument that thousands of 
competent persons—includ- 
ing radar controllers, quali- 


fied pilots and missle 
ers--had sighted ob 
roughly 100,000 perso 
all. 

The Air Force, whic 
been investigating UF 
ports since 1948, has : 
fastly maintained the 
no evidence any flyin 
ject has come from : 
where else in the unive 

Keyhoe’s view, share 
the Committee’s boar 
governors, is radically 
ferent. The Committee 
cludes, Keyhoe said ye 
day, that “these things 
real and must be extr 
restrial because they ar 
superior to anything 
have.” : 

According to Key 
UFOs have been obser 
the earth for 200 years 
gave two reasons, esser 
ly, for why no contact 
been made with whoeve 
is that pilots the UFOs. 

One reason is that the 
Force has orders to 
the UFOs away. 

A second reason is 
until humans demonstr: 
the atomic bomb and sx 
flight the UFO people 
garded earth as too pr 
tive a society to bother \ 
other than for surveilla 
purposes. 


First U3 


eo 
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™ 2 q 
'e Sioh 
oo 

Spring’s first fly; 
have sprouted righ; 
the forsythia, 

Scores of People jy 
have Teported stray 
objects since the 
and a former fighter 
he saw several oye) 
thesda home Saturd 

The Air Force, whi 
vestigated more tha 
such reports since 11 
Northwestern Univers 
#H. Allen Hynek, its t, 
tifie adviser on unit 
flying objects (UFOs), 
into the Michigan re 
The latest was Mond: 

at Hillsdale College, y 
county civi] defense q 
a former Teporter and 
ant dean, and 87 coeds 5s, 
watched a glowing obje 
Ping around campus fo 
hours. 

This report coincidec 
one near Ann Arbor, 
about 50 persons — ine 
12 policemen — said the 
au eerie object cruise o 
Swamp Sunday night while 
Sister ships hovered over 

In Bethesda, retired. 
Force Col, Howard T. W: 
of 5119 Newport Ave., 
he and five Other per 
Saw several objects outside 
home and they were “defi 
ly not in my imagination, 
were they Satellites op 
planes.” 


wcer Observers Up. 
wer Air Force Analysi 


DETROIT (UPI) — The U.S.[the-scene investigation by tell-iconditions that night--4 
Air Force closed its books Satur-|/img @ press conference it ap-jas to have produced 
day on the case of two “visits” |Peared “very likely” Gag and puzzling Bi 
by unidentified flying objects.{Swamp gas was responsible for | said. ~ 
ts verdict: S a mass reports of strange glow-| Frank Mannor a 

ts verdict: Swamp gas, 1 r ; : “ ari 

But some of the people who ing objects this week at Hills-|had described the @b, 
witnessed what they FE OUGHE dale and Dexter in Southern/hovered in a mar 
fed ania eee Michigan. farm near Dexter 
Pas a landing bye elowing) €% Hynek, an astrophysicist from|shaped with a pitt@i 
Svaterrestrial space craft, were 7 i - i 

t lately convinced that Northwestern University, said | “like coral rock.” Bu 
ih ee : rieht jrotting vegetation can release ajtold reporters Manher 
SHE CADET ES ne ght. gas, especially at springtime,|/son were 500 yardstaw 

And even while the two most)which can giow like fire andjthe “visitor” and could 
spectacular Michigan sightings|eyen make “popping” noises. | distinguished rs Be 


now wore the tag of an “offi-ltre said both instances he in-/said distance was #80 
¥ 


coeds, their house Smotl 
ry 
by 


tr. Sa Wye ees 
cial expanation,” UFO sightings | vestigated took place in marshlin the Hillsdale case. 


Seontinucd to pop up across theljand. 
“It appears very: likely that/a civil defense dire 


peountry, in rural areas and ci-| 
ties alike. [the combinations of the condi-ian object in a ne 
H opr. J. Allen Hynek, the top tions of this particular winter—jfor several hours. 
Air Force adviser on UFO sight-jan unusually mild one in this| “A dismal swam is 
adngs, climaxed three days of on-\area — and particular weather (Continued 9n wage 2, col 


si 
aq t 


DB 
ly 
Stuuguay - swamp gas and tess! 
time. watching what I took to be! 
UFOS,” she said, i 
William Van Horn, the Hills 
dale County civil def 
rector, said he was “dissatis-/ 
tied” with the Hynek explana. [ 
tion because his investigation of! 
the sighting was {foo brief and| 
because he sidestepped mention 
of the report irom two of the/! 
coeds who said they saw thejj 
UFO close-up as it swept pasti 
their window, 
“Ym not satisfied untit there 
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| * ; o' lnight 45 miles northeas 
| Mysterious Object near son Armor 
| Crean | The Air Force any 
; . {was bringing in Dr, 
HILLSDALE, Mich, March|tynek chairman of 
22 (UPI)—A civil defense di-|Opservatory at Noi 
rectoy an assistant dean and 87) University, Evanston. 
lcoeds reported a glowing OD-/scientific consultant © 
ject fly past a college dormi- Force's Project Blue Bc 
tory and hover in a swamp forleram to track down & 
hours. ath . of unidentified flying 
Their description of the ob-| Dy Hynek set up 
ject seen here last night taliied/ quarters at Selfridge 
closely with that of one Seen by|Base, Mount Clemeif’, 
lmore than 50 persons, includingjnear the southern Midi 
[12 policemen, near Ann Arbor,'tion where the ob 
Mich., the previous night, lheen reported sevdgs 
The Air Force dispatched its|iately. < 
top scientific adviser on uniden-| “Jt was definitely Gom 
tified flying objects to begin aniof vehicle,’ Mr. Van-Hor 
investigation. ; “Through the glassé [I 
The witnesses said they|iars] it was either rov 
watched from the second floor|iong.” 
of a Hillsdale College dormitory! The object’s shapewas- 
as the object wobbled, wavered,| outlined by lightnfag 
glowed, and once flew right at)veered over and nearthe : 
a dormitory window before stop-itary before retreati i 
ping suddenly. swamp, Miss Kobhe sai 
Mrs. Kelly Hearn, for seven|stayed there for four hou 
years a newspaper reporter be-|fore vanishing, witnesses s 
fore becoming assistant dean of) a = 
women, assistant professor of | 
English and housemother of the 
dormitory, hag the coeds take, 
notes as they watched the ob- 
ject for four hours. 
They and William Van Horn,| 
41, years old, Hillsdale County! 
civil defense director, said the| 
object dimmed its lights when 
police cars approached, bright- 
ened again when they went 
away, and dodged an airport: 
beacon light. 
Barbara Kohn, 21, of New 
Castle, Pa. and Cynthia Pof- 
fenberger, 18, of Cleveland were 
the first to see the object. They 
'described its shape as roughly} 
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ANN ARBOR, MICHse--THE TOP AIR FORCE EXPERT ON UNIDENTIFIED 
FLYING OBJECTS SAID TODAY RECENT REPORTS OF A GLOWING OBJECT SEEN 
THROUGHOUT SOUTHERN MICHIGAN ARE "MORE CONSISTENT" THAN MOST HE HAS 
INVESTIGATED. 

DRe He ALLEN HYNEK OF NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY, CHIEF SCIENTIFIC 
ADVISER FOR THE AIR FORCE PROJECT BLUE BOOK REF USED TO SPECULATE, 
TE eEWe Baye. WHAT MIGHT BE BEHIND THE RASH OF UFO SIGHTINGS IN 
HYNEK, DRESSED IN FATIGUES AND HIP BOOTS FOR HIS CLOSE-UP 
LOOK AT A SWAMP NEAR DEXTER, MICHe, WHERE A FARMER REPORTED THE 
ripe SHIP LANDED SUNDAY NICHT y SAD "I'M STILL GATHERING THE 

HYNEK HAS BEEN IN THE AREA SINCE TUESDAY, INTERVIEWING WITNESSES 
AND EXAMINING AREAS WHERE THE OBJECT WAS REPORTED« HIS 
INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN CARRIED ON BEHIND AIR FORCE SECRECY BUT 
HE MADE TODAY'S COMMENTS WHEN ENCOUNTERED AT THE DEXTER POLICE 
et ecua tone HE WAS QUESTIONING THE POLICE CHIEF AND SEVERAL 

"IT'S LIKE REPORTS FROM PEOPLE WHO SAW A FIRE,” THE 
ASTROPHYSICIST SAIDe "YOU GET AS MANY DIFFERENT FACTS AS YOU GET 
PEOPLE WHO SAW THE FIRFe SO en fee a VE BEEN ABLE TO COME UP 
WITH IS REPORTS OF A VARIETY LIG 

"THESE REPORTS ARE MORE CONSISTENT ST HAN MOST OF THE OTHER 
SIGHTINGS I'VE INVESTIGATED,” HE SAID. 

HYNEK SAID “I WISH WE Had SOME PHOTOGRAPHS OF THIS AND MORE 
TECHNICAL OBSERVERS» THE IDEAL SITUATION WOULD BE TO HAVE A 
SPECTOGRAPH TRAINED ON THE OBJECT TO DETERMINE ITS MAKEUP. 

I WISH WE HAD THEM AVAILABLE. — 

"YT REQUENTLY THESE THINGS TURN OUT TO BE USUAL THINGS oe UNDER 
UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES," HE SAID« HYNEK ESTIMATED THAT OF TH 
UNEX PLAINED 10 PER CENT OF UFO'S REPORTED SINCE 19:8, MOST COULD 
HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED WITH A SPECT OGRAPH. 

HYNEK SAID THAT AS AN ASTRONOMER HE WOULD HAVE TO ADMIT THAT 
"POSSIBLY YES," THERE ARE INTELLIGENT BEINGS IN OTHER SOLAR 
SYSTEMS , "BUT IT'S A LONG STEP TO SAY WE ARE BEING VISITED BY 
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emer DIXON, SELF-STYLED PROPHETESS WHO HAS BEEN 
FORETELLING THE FUTURE FOR THREE DECADES » THINKS THAT UNIDENTIFIED 
FLYING OBJECTS ARE OF TERRESTIAL OR8IGINe 
"l THINK THEY ARE PLANES OR MILITARY CRAFT OF SOMEKIND--BUT 
NOT FROM OUTER SPACE," SHE TOLD UPI TODAY. "I THINK THEY ARE 
FROM THE OTHER SIDE ~-THEY ARE EITHER FROM THE ENEMY RUSSIA, JAPAN 
(CORRECT), CHINA OR OUR OWN AIR FORCE. 
SHE SAYS SHE GETS HER PREDICTIONS FROM A PSYCHIC REACTION--A 
KIND OF VIBRATICN. ; 
SHE SAID SHE DOES NOT GET ATMOSPHERIC VIBRATIONS THAT THE 
UFO'S NOW BEINGS SIGHTED IN THE EASTERN PART OF THE UeSe ARE 
EXTRATERRESTRIAL. AND THE UFO'S SIGHTED IN PAST YEARS WERE 
MEFINITELY NOT SHE SAIDe 
3) 55 -MdS S6BES 
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HILLSDALE » MICHe--AN AIR FORCE INVESTIGATING TEAM TODAY LOOKED 
OVER FARM FIELDS AND INTERVIEWED PERSONS WHO HAVE REPORTED A RASH 


OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS. 


SCORES OF PERSONS» RANGING FROM FARMERS TO POLICEMEN TO COLLEGE 
tp THEY SAW THE HOVERING OBJECT DURING THE PAST 


COEDS AND A DEANy SA 


FEW DAYS» 
DRe He ALLEN WE a ene TOP AIR FORCE SCIENTIFIC ADVISER ON 


UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS, YESTERDAY QUIZZED A FARM FAMILY NEAR 
ANN ARBOR, MICHs FRANK MANNOR THE FARMER, HAD REPORTED THAT A 
PULSATING OBJECT LANDED IN A A SWAMP ON, ee LAND SUNDAY AND WAS 
ePehnyE oe eee AND BY SHERIFF'S DEPUTIESe 
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NN ARBOR (AP)~A Mich- 
/igan congressman planned Tues- 
iday to ask the Defense Depart- 
Hinent to in avorts of 
unidentified flying objects sight- 
Fed near Ann Arhor. 

U.S. Rep. W 
Mich., teft for ¥ 
conferring 
J. Harvey of 


\ also planned to talk with 
‘the U.S. Air 

Three times within a week, 
ivesidents of the nearby com- 
j munity of Dexter have reported 
sighting objects flying in the 
night sky. 


“T didn’t believe those re- . 
| ports,” said Harvey. “But with ; SARE 
so many trained police person- Vreank Me Soa aca To 
ee and reliable citizens having Frank Mannor, Sen Deseribe UF 


seen them, I must believe Conc Civil Defense director for 10|/to investigate the rash ¢ 
thing is in the Washtenaw Coun-l years, said he watched the un-/ings. 


ty skies.” ‘identified object through binoc-; _Bynek will work fro. 


And Tuesday, the Hillsdale | wlars for three hours. | ridge Air Force Bz 
| County Civil Defense director! The Air Force announced it/Clemens, the Air Fo 
and 87 college coeds s they;was calling in Dr. H. Allen! In fHillsdale, VanHorn , 
watched an eerie, hovering fly-|Hynek, chairman of the Dear-| joined the 97 Hillsdale 
ing object settle in a swampyjborn Observatory at Northwest-! coeds and their housemo 
thollow near a school dormitory | ern Univer Evanston, Til.,!waieh the object. He 
Monday night. and scientific consultant to the | emitted wavering oranz 
Wiiliam VanHorn, 41, the ee Force’s UFO study program, | (Continued om pane 2, columi 
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THE NATURE, ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF SPACE PEOPLE 
AND THEIR MYSTERIOUS FLYING SHIPS 


The COSMIC STUDY CENTER was organized by a group of adult students, wh 
are gifted with extra-sensory or super=physical perception, for the purpose o 
Cosmological and Metaphysical research. We investigate fascinating phenomena 
encountered in the invisible realms of the Cosmos, the existence of which 1s 
acknowledged by physicists but the aspects of which extend beyond the field o: 
Science, 

One of our projects has been an investigation of the nature and origin oj 
Unidentified Flying Objects, which are still mysterious to many, even though 
they are often seen in our skies and have been visiting the Earth at various 
times and places down through the ages. 

Dr. Carl Sagan, a Harvard University astronomer, states that "The statist 
we now have on the universe suggest that the Earth has been visited many timeg 
by representatives from various galactic civilizations." Myths and legends 
ancient cultures have recorded varied descriptions of UFO sightings similar 
those of this Century. Such historical sightings were the prelude to today's 
world-wide reports of the visits of Flying Saucers to all parts of our planets 

In addition to the invisible matter here on karth, suck as air and gas, ® 
Studies support the scientific view that matter, also, exists in finer degregs 
of density likewige invisible to our physical eyes, and that each density vie 
brates at a different frequency or velocity--the most dense having the slowe 
and the least dense the fastest rate of vibration. Only the very dense Hart 
having the slowest vibratory rate, 1s visible to our 3-D human eyes, but the 
others are just as real to the beings who inhabit them as our physical surrounc 
ings are to us. a 

In the evolutionary process of growth, all planets and their inhabitant® 
evolve successively from life in one degree of awareness to that of the nexts 
higher degree of consciousness. According to our research, human life on th@ 
planets of our Solar System, with the exception of Earth, has progressed to 2 
higher planes of existence, which are composed of finer degrees of matter invis 
ible to our physical sight. 

Our research shows that there are on other planets beings that we cannot 
see, This explains why the recent US spaceship that flew by Mars took pictures 
that did not show any signs of human life on its surface. Recently, there was 
a newspaper article that referred to past life on Mars. The fact that our 
scientists have reached the conclusion that these other planets do not bear 
human life is due to their lack of knowledge that the inhabitants have already 
evolved to a higher plane of existence and so cannot be seen by most Harth peo- 
ple. Nevertheless they are there functioning at a faster rate of vibration thar 
that of our seientists who, if they land there, will find only the remnants of 
what they call a former civilization. This explains why Flying Saucers are 
misunderstood and why there is no visible human life on Mars although it is said 
that Space ships come from Mars, Venus and other planets of our Solar System and 
from other Solar Systems as well. 

The physical realm contains seven states or degrees of matter. We Harth 
people exist in all seven, but we are conscious only of the three lower states 
known as solids, liquids, and gases. The Space People of other planets exist in 
the four higher degrees of physical matter but also can function in the three 
lower levels. The next evolutionary step for the inhabitants of Planet Earth 
will be to raise their consciousness out of the lower into the higher degrees of 
the physical plane, as the inhabitants of other planets of our Solar System have 
zlready done. 

An interesting point is that people functioning in the higher phases of 
life have the ability to see into the lower ones, but people on the Earth plane 
lo not have the ability with normal physical sight to see into the higher phases. 
lowever, people with clairvoyant ability can see into these other realms, and 
‘an Odserve other people living there. 
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Since life on each higher plane is known to function at a faster rate 
vibration than that of the one next below it, beings who originate on thes 
higher planes normally function at a faster vibratory rate than that of thes 
Earth's people. So, in order to make thelr spacecraft and themselves visibl 
to us, it is necessary for them to lower their rate of vibration or frequenc: 
to synchronize with ours. This ig what occurs at the time Flying Saucers su 
denly appear within our octave of sight. Conversely, when they disappear fr 
Our range Of vision, they simply inerease their rate of vibration until thei 
original vibratory rate is resumed. In other words, before we Harth people 
can be contacted by more highly developed interplanetary Space People, their 
rate of vibration must be lowered to ours, or ourg raised to theirs. —-~ 

How do we know that they have to lower their vibratory rates? This woul 
necessarily be true because our physical eyes do not have the ability to see, 
into these higher frequencies. A few people can do this because they have & 
developed the faculty known as clairvoyance. a 

Some of the people, who report they have ridden in space ships, may hava 
done this while they were in the sleep state. In that instance, the three- . 
dimensional person took the ride in his higher dimensional body. You see, wg 
co-exist in both a physical body and a spiritual body. The Center's resear 
shows that the Real Self resides in the fourth-dimensional world in another = 
body, a finer body in which we travel while we are asleep when the physical o 
body is motionless. We have found that this body is, also, the same one in 
which we will function after we make the transition of so-called death. Th 
only difference being that when one goes out in his finer body during sleep Sk 
magnetic life-line, the elastic-like "silver cord" which joins the two bodies, 
is not severed as occurs at the time of so-called death. 

During the time a person is awake, these two bodies are in perfect alian- 
ment, but the moment a person falls asleep or becomes unconscious for any reds 
his finer body moves out of and away from the physical form to distances vary1: 
according to the person's stage of evolvement. The Real Self when functionine 
in this co-existing finer body can look down and see his physical body. He ma 
go to school on the inner planes and do many things that the person upon awaken 
ing usually is not aware of. On occasions when people do remember their activ: 
ties during sleep, they say they had a dream. The experiences I have referred 
to are not what we would call dreams, but actual four-dimensional experiences 
which most people do not have the ability to distinguish between. They classif 
them all as dreams. 

You and I, and every human being, possess a finer body, even though most 
of us are not conscious of the fact. So-called death does not suddenly bestow 
upon a person a new body which he did not previously possess. He already has 1 
Je has had it all his life. The physical body, which is a facsimile of the oth 
body, is merely the vehicle which the Real Self uses while living on this three: 
dimensional plane. 

According to our researeh at the COSMIC STUDY CENTER, there is no death. 
There is only a discarding of our physical garment of flesh and a continuation 
of life in our finer body on the other side of life, where we have co-existed 
since being born here as a babe, and where we have been functioning each night 
of our earthly existence. 

Where is this world in which our finer body functions? It is all around 
and about us. Scientific instruments such as the microscope, the telescope, and 
radar have disclosed the fact that there are many sights and sounds that our 
physical eyes alone cannot see or hear. Our eyes and ears receive only those 
vibrations of light and sound that travel within a limited range. Beyond the 
scope of modern-day Science, according to the Center's research, another plane 
of existence teems with life and activity, the fourth-dimensional plane, which 
parallels the world and life we know. Some people see it and hear it by tuning 
into its bigher vibration. These people possess extra-sensory perception, which 
snables them to see, and hear, and know much that is hidden from their normal 
ohysical senses. 

Wa slang hava Faimd that many nannia weo-rt 
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enables their minds to get in tune with their higher or fourth-dimensional 
selves and thus acquire the ability to function consciously interdimensiona! 
on two planes of existence simultaneously while awake. People who possess 
extra-sensory perception have the ability to see and hear with the eyes and 
of their fourth-dimensional selves. Like radio and TV instruments, they tun 
into the higher vibrations and register various light and sound frequencies 
which occupy the game place at the same time. 

Likewise, the fourth-dimensional plane of consciousness interpenetrates 
this physical plane right here. It consists of seven phases of energy sub- 
atance, each having a rate of vibration faster than the preceding one--the 
lowest rate of 4-D enersy substance being hisher than the highest rate of 3-1} 
matter substance. For example, if one visualizes a glass bowl filled with a 
mixture of large marbles, small marbles, smaller beads, sand, and water, wit 
Cosmic Rays radiating through it all, one gets an idea of how varied densitie 

of matter can occupy the same space at the same time. 

Likewise, various dimensions or planes of consciousness, each one having 
a different rate of vibration, interpenetrate each other. The particles of = 
different densities, which comprise the areas of the various Peers oe 
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dimensions or planes of existence, are distinguished from the particles of 
edjoining dimengions by their alternating negative and positive polarities 


well as their varying rates of "freguenc y or velocity. 
I mentioned earlier that the rate of vibration of Space People must bes 


lowered to synchronize with our frequency before our physical eyes can see ¢ 
The same thing geems to happen when we see their so-called Plying Saucers im 1 
eky. Our visitors from Outer Space have this power of speeding up and slow 

down the vibratory rate of the matter of their ships as well as of their bole 

Evidence that UFOs have suddenly appeared and disappeared in the zarths 
atmosphere is provided by many verified reports from reliable observers. F 
instance, in 1957, military personnel in Korea saw a white, luminous object» 
hovering above the ground that went out suddenly and disappeared like a bulb 
turned off." According to the research of the COSMIC STUDY CENTak, the princi. 
by which UFOs suddenly appear and disappear is based upon the interchangeabili 
of matter and energy. Matter is energy at a slower rate of vibration. It 
disappears from our vision when its vibratory rate 1s increased beyond the poi 
at which matter becomes energy. Likewise, the various densities of matter may 
be changed. Therefore, when Space People wish to disappear from our sight, the 
merely increase their rate of vibration beyond that of ours, If they wish to 
appear to us, they simply decrease their vibratory frequency to the point at 
which their density is the same as ours. 

What is the principle of the locomotion used by these UFOs? Our research 
indicates that within each Solar System there exist powerful magnetic fields of 
force which bind the planets to their sun and to each other. Also, we have 
learned that from the sun emanates a balanced pattern of magnetic raya having 
tremendous negative and positive energies. Moreover, each spacecraft contains 
a powerful electro-magnetic system having an instantly reversible polarity from 
gravitational attraction to magnetic repulsion. This system aiso nullifies or 
suspends the pull of gravity and thus enables the ship to hover in mid-air and 
to move in any direction and at any angle. A highly magnetized pillar, towering 
from the center of the ship's base to the dome of the ship, ia the instrument 
by which the powerful magnetic forces, which pervade all space, are used for 
propulsion purposes. Gables carry static electricity from the magnetic poles 
to condensers, which are also the landing-gear balls under one type of ship. 
The top of the pillar is normally positive while the bottom is negative. [Its 
polarity as well as the ship's direction of movement can be reversed merely by 
pushing a button. 

Apparently, the operators of spacecraft simply select from their charts of 
vosmic forcefields the proper ray of energy which beams to whatever planet they 
desire to visit. In order to travel to a different planet, they merely switeh 
their vehicle into another stream of forra an ens=-- 
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1t appears that UFOs are not driven by propéllers, or jets, or rockets. The 
are irresistably drawn to the opposite magnetic pole of the planetary field 
their chosen destination. 

What are Space People like, and what is their purpose in visiting us? ° 
us at the Study Center, they seem like elder brothers, who have experienced « 
the sorrows and suffering that accompany the limited consciousness of Harth 
people, who have gained spiritual wisdom and kindliness, and who have volunte 
to come here and offer assistance by introducing to us by means of telepathic 
inspiration new concepts that they deam advisable for us to adopt at this par 
cular stage of our development and to help us take our next evolutionary step 

Most of the people, who have become interested in so-called Flying Sauce 
have accepted them without understanding them. Now that former ridicule has 
been removed from the subject, this may be the time when an explanation, such. 
this, will help clarify the situation. It appears, however, that the Space = 
People will not be free to make themselves known to us in greater numbers un® 
they have been recognized by the Government and welcomed by an enlightened p 

These visitors from Outer Space have proved that they are not hostile. 9 
they had been intent upon harming us with their advanced electronic instrumettt 
they surely would have done so a long time ago. Therefore, our investigators 
have no doubt but that the Space Feople are here to enlishten us, and no dou$t 
that when the time arrives that we can accept them with understanding, that hb 
then will make themselves known in a much more public way and in greater numbe 

I would like to close with an explanation of the relationship of the f 
dimensional plane to the third-dimensional plane of existence. Actually 4-D4 
the parent of 3-D. The viewpoint that the 3-D world is the materialization sf 
the 44D world is supported by Plato who logically assumed that the world whi@h 
we behold ig shadowed forth from some other world beyond physical matter and- 
that the Reality of matter is something other than its physical appearance. © 

Absolute Consciousness existing everywhere simultaneously is stepped dgwn 
from the ultimate source, the highest level or the 7th dimension, through ax 
sequence of lower dimensions - 6th, 5th and 4th - each having a reduced rate of 
vibration, until that which was the one Unlimited Consciousness becomes veiled 
in denser energies, and finally is subjected to the limitations of lower matter 
or 3-D. Since the ultimate source of matter and form in its final reduction of 
velocity is in the appearance of physical matter, it is concluded that the 3-D 
physical world would necessarily have to be the projection or child of the 4th- 
dimensional plane, rather than the reverse. 

To summarize: It has been shown that UFOs have been visiting the Earth 
for centuries. It has been explained that matter exists in finer degrees of 
density than that of air and gas. It has been suggested that our earthly civill 
zation may be less advanced than that of the other planets in our Solar System. 
Tt has been deduced that a temporary synchronization of the vibratory rates of 
both Earth People and Space People is required for mutual visibility. The activ 
ity of the co-existing or fourth-dimensional body during sleep has been explaine: 
The principle of spacecraft locomotion has been described. The idea that the 
fourth-dimensional plane is the parent of the dense 3-D world has been supported. 
It has been indicated that the purpose of our visitors from space is a friendly 
one intended to be beneficial end enlizhtening to the Zarth's inhabitants. In 
sonelusion, let us recognize the profound effect that these revolutionary dis- 
zlosures will have upon traditional religious doctrines. 


March 28, 1966 


Rep. George P. Miller, Chairman Rep. L, Mendel Rivers, Chairman 
Science and Astronautics Committee Armed Services Committee 

U. S. House of Representatives U. S, House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. Washington, D. C, 


Dear Chairmen Miller and Rivers; 


No doubt you have noted the recent flurry of newspaper stories about 
unidentified flying objects (UFO's), I have taken special interest in 
these accounts because many of the latest reported sightings have been 
in my home state of Michigan. 


The Air Force sent a consultant, astrophysicist Dr, J, Allen Hynek of 
Northwestern University, to Michigan to investigate the various reports; 
and he dismissed all of them as the product of college student pranks or 
swamp gas or an impression created by the rising crescent moon and the 
planet Venus. I do not agree that all of these reports can be or should 


be so easily explained away. 


Because I think there may be substance to some of these reports and 
because I believe the American people are entitled to a more thorough 
explanation than has been given them by the Air Force to date, I am 
proposing that either the Science and Astronautics Committee or the 
Armed Services Committee of the House schedule hearings on the subject 
of UFO's and invite testimony from both the executive branch of the 
government and some of the persons who claim to have seen UFO's, 


I enclose material which I think will be helpful to you in assessing the 
advisability of an investigation of UFO's, 


May I first call to your attention a column by Roscoe Drummond, published 
last Sunday in which Mr, Drummond says, "Maybe all of these reported 
sightings are whimsical, imaginary or unreal; but we need a more credible 
and detached appraisal of the evidence than we are getting." 


Mr, Drummond goes on to state, ''We need to get all the data drawn together 
to one place and examined far more objectively than anyone has done so far. 
A stable public opinion will come from a trustworthy look at the evidence, 


not from belittling it." 


"The time has come for the President or Congress to name an objective and 
respected panel to investigate, appraise, and report on all present and 
future evidence about what is going on," 


I agree fully with Mr. Drummond's statements, I also suggest you scan 
the enclosed series of six articles by Bulkley Griffin of the Griffin- 
Larrabee News Bureau here, In the last of his articles, published last 
January, Mc. Griffin says, "A main conclusion can be briefly stated, It 
is that the Air Force is misleading the public by its continuing campaign 
to produce and maintain belief that all sightings can be explained away 
as misidentification of familiar objects, such as balloons, stars, and 


aircraft." 
I have just today received a number of telegrams urging a congressional 


investigation of UFO's, One is from retired Air Force Col. Harold R, Brown, 
Ardmore, Tennessee, who says, "I have seen UFO, Will be available to 


testify," 


Another, from Mrs, Ethyle M. Davis, Eugene, Oregon, reads, "Nine out of 
ten people want truth of UFO's Press your investigation to the fullest.” 
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Rep. George P. Miller, Chairman 
Rep, L, Mendel Rivers, Chairman 
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Ronald Colier of Los Angeles, who identifies himself as "a scientist from 
M.I,T.," urges that you “do everything in your power to make Air Force 
Project Blue Book (the AF name for its study and verdicts on UFO reports) 


known to the people," 


Are we to assume that everyone who says he has seen UFO's is an unreliable 
witness? 


4 UPI story out of Ann Arbor, Michigan, dated March 21, 1966, states that 
“at least 40 persons, including 12 policemen, said today that they saw 
a strange flying object guarded by four sister ships land in a swamp near 


here Sunday night,” 


Matt Surrell of Station WJR, Detroit, cites an eye witness account of a 
recent UFO sighting by Emile Grenier of Ann Arbor, an aeronautical engineer 
employed by Ford Motor Company. He points out that an aeronautical 
engineer can hardly be considered an untrustworthy witness. 


In the firm belief that the American public deserves a better explanation 


than that thus far given by the Air Force, I strongly recommend that there 
be a committee investigation of the UFO phenomena, 


I think we owe it to the people to establish credibility regarding UFO's 
and to produce the greatest possible enlightenment on this subject. 


Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


/s/ 
Gerald R, Ford, M.C. 
GRF :plr 


Enclosures 
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